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Dur3ng the summer months, S O.A.G. members have assisted in rescue 
excavations. 

On the Abingdon sbe, a large circular ditch, of Ii'on Age date, wa 
uncovered, also sha1loi pits, probably storage pits, and. a stone-lined. 

flòinánwel1, with seeds prescrvedata high level. 
At ]Dorôhéster, more reently,.prior to gravel extraction, a rich 

Anglo-Saxon' emetary was uncovered. . . . . . . . . . 

Field work has continued along the propaséd route of the Reading- 
:. 

': 
,.ji aerial survey .rsvealed. a possible causewayed; . . 

enclosure on Span Hill, a ring ditch to the e3st of the Flowing Spring 
pub11c.House, . and two . further ring . ditches to the south.of the White 

.. .,,,. H Thibllc House at Shiple. : . . . . . . . . 

S : . 

Óxfòrd Archaeological Dnit cut two trenches overthe 
(causewayed?) crop markt with negative results. .. . 

Our Field Director was ask by the Oxford Unit to investigate the 
partial destruction of the mound on the "Mount" at Bix. With the 
assistance of S O.A.G. and the Berkshire Field Group, a section was 
cleaned and drawn. We concluded, from the composition of the mound, 
that it was a landscape feure of fairly recent times. 

The Oxford Archaeologici Unit works in conjunction with amateur 
groups. Assistance in rescue operations is often required. If you have 
not already contacted our liaison officer, Mrs. Pat Woodford, Tel. 
Goring 2107, and are willing to help, please do so now. 

REPORTS 
. .. 

:. Wittenham.C1um . . . 

.At7.3Op.. .a party-of 12 members ofS.O.A.G,under.the leadership 
Clive Hart, assembled.inthe carpark below the c1ums. The party 

thenwalked up into the..hill.fort, via the.southern entrance. The fort 
. 

is a unï\aìlate structure, dated to the end o.f the Iron Age, and:is 
. likely to have been used as a defensive enclosure, able.to wi-thetand a 

. local attaclç, ..but.not along siege On the Northern side the.gound falls 
. . aw very steeply from. the rampart and ditch towards the River Thames. 

The party passed out b;the N.E. corner of the fort, took the 
footpath down the hill to Ltle Wittenham Church, crossed the river to 

; the.arèa. of landbounded on.theW.. and S.' by the bend of the Thameé and 
: onthe E. by the River. Thame, and cut across by the rthworks known 

. ¿ ,,,a. .Dyke Hills. . These are believed to have been .. constructed in the late 
Iron Age to form a defended town The Dyke Hills are best preserved on 
the E. aidé, near to the River Thame. . Those to the W. have. been ploughed 

. 

out. and otherwis,e levelled during past centuries. . They. consist of two 
anics with a wide ditoh: between which may have. been. filled with 

. 

water.. After some discussion the party dispersed. . . 

D.F. 

Glouoeutbrshire-774 
:,On Saturday,.. l3th.July, we made a day trip to Glöuoestershire, 

. 

visltiùg Coin Rogers Saxon. Church, Chedworth.Roman Villa, Belas Knap Long 
Barrow, and. Deerhuet Saxon Church. .. . . . . . .. . . . . 

. The Church of St. Andrew, Coin Rogêrs, in the quiet vaileyof the 



Coin, about six mïN:.E:.: of .Ceic:est'e;, has a well preserved lat e 
Anglo-Saxon nave nd ane1 The most striking think was the 

typical sloping srdes to tl-'e arch of the porch, there were two scratoh dials, and pilastehati'ipsHo'f stonéwork like buttresses) on the: 
. :; Outside walls, On the north side was a blocked doprwit h.a inture :': öfSyls of decoration, and a tiny window cut of ... stone.. Inside was a finefont, and anotherunusuaiaangem ent. - a 

fire-place and chimney' 
We then proceeded to Ohedworth Villa, with its fine mosaic 

paVeienta and. hypocausts There was an interesting assortment of finds 
in th little xnuseuii 

(We stoped for lunch at Belas Knap Tius is a long barrow with a 
funnel-shaped forecourt and an inner false entrance To the side and. 
rear lie burial chambers 'íñto which we were able to crawl. ....,,,.- After a long and beautiful drive through the Cotswpld. stone villages we arrived at Deerhurst and visited Odda's Chapel. This has 
a simple nave and square-erded chancel, divided by- ä. solidchanoel arch. sarl Odda was a kinsman and friend of Edward the Confessor. Odda die5 
on August 31, 1056, shortly after the consecration of the chapel, 
erected in memoty of his 

brothers Eifric ' 
CG-K 

Deer}urst Saxon Church 13-7-74 
While at Deerhurst we had the good fortune to meet Dr. H N 

Taylor, theauthority on Anglo-Saxon architecture, who was kind enough 
to give us a conducted tour of the charch f 

Anglo-Saxon Priory church of St Mary at Deerhurst 
Gloucestershire (So871299), is one of the ma3or monument of th'e early 
church in southern England 

Phase The earliest visible ¿hurch is of rectangular plan, 
without any adjoining parts. It is thought by some to bedas early as 
the 7th century A D. We s1'all very soon Içnow In the course of our visit we were able tok handle some carbohised wood which was found in 
the putlog holes benind. plaster, now being stripped off gradually from 
the interior, and revealing more of its histoiy 

Phase Il The next development of the church shows a western, tiiotory portcus added, and it is probable that the southern&Jporticu 
of one story is conteiporary The sculpture,now in the porch, of the 
Virgin and.Child probably beldñgs to this prbd(C8)' » 

Phase lIA A northern porticus is built to two storixd. the 
southern is heightened to the same level The western two story porch is raised to three stories9 and has the splendid double triangular- 
headed winaows wit- fluted square pillars cut through into the nave. 

Phase lIB The east wall of the chancel was cut through for a round Apsidal extension. Only the footings survivetoday The 
oylindrical 9th cntury font, ornamented with double trumpet, spiral 
and vine scroll might fit in here 

Phase :tii The church seems to have suffered from a firê,t 

thought by some to show the töubled signs of the early 10th century 
As a result ot' this, extensive restoration arid rebuilding took place. 

- The porch was raised further to fonn a tower, and further portici weie 
added, extending N W arid S W These were partially lit by súill 
internal triangih.lar windows, cut through the second stòrey of,the 
original nave walls The round ap&e was demolished to its Tpoings, 
and a grander polygonar apse, complete with strip-work pilasters and 
string cocirse, was constructed 

ç Not oust content with a rebiild, the church is endowed with 
forcefully scuiptured panels of angels One remains in site or the 
remaining wall of Ûithi rè-uS th the:tthier roof in 1973. The polygonal apse was almost completely 
dexolished. in 1540. 

Phase IV Around 1200 A D part of he N W. wall of the church 
was rebuilt, as seen externally by the masonry and Norman-style base plinth T}e S W portici- walls were cut opet,'and arches insertd to 
form a clear arcade. The arches were supported on t'upetr ', '' d.R'Hai't; 



Meeting 30-8-74 - - 

A enerai'Neting was hèid. ° at Latreá Sohböl bu P -r ida Au gust 30. 
Nr. Dav1dCow1er, oneof oumnbers, spoke tothegotp on CaaIs of the 
Mid].aMsand Southerz England. His excellent slides illustrated the 
many aspcta of -ean1áotivïty during its period as ari important 

. . 

ittghway-,and, more recently, a thehaunt ofthe.peac-aeekjngtouriat. 

1Iotesreiatingto chair bod.ging;oollected by C.R. Hart for 
Oxford Cit1 and County Museum. 

. 
: . 

Støke Row TheOld Crooked"Bi1Iet Publiò House 
. . 

. . SflasWilhiam ' Saûdersstartedwörk as a badger at the.ageof11 d' 

continued until his &eath,Chri8tma s1960. Heturned piaiì!chu roh" and 
"windsor" legs and s&etchers and occasionally the odd rolling-pin or 
bow]. to order. Aocórding to his daughter (now resident in Poole) Silas 
employed upwards of 6 men in the 1930's. 

on- their side (or "pitch") inthe woods(ttthinningstt) bod.gers 
Wo1 in a 'hove1", This structure was made from corrugated irok and 
sacking inTilled with shavings, with a piece of calico over the top to 
allow th light to reach the lathe. Bodgers worked for 12 hours or more 
each day. Youths wer&täkèn iiito aenticeship.until just prior to 
the Gra.t War. 

. 

. 

Stages of roduotion 
i . Felling and cartii - November to March whn the sap was down in the 

tree. 
: 

2. Lengths split9 then chopped witb the grain on separate blocks; sawn 
into 18" ienghs for windsors. 

. 

.:' L . 

..- 3. Trimmed with side axe, then shaped with draw,knifeheldina shaving k 
horse 
. . 4 Tumed on the lathe. .......... - 
... PercyStaliwood ofthe Cherry Tree PublicHouse, Stoke Row, claims 
to hold his father's collection of tools "FOE vverr 4 gross legs, 3 
gross stretchers, stretchers made nothing and were considered a nuisance. 
Mr. Staliwood ' emfather employed a Nr. Carter who , prior to. death, lived 
at 'Therrubbins', Newlaiids Lane. Mr. Carter started work at 6 a.m. He 
returned home for breakfast at 8 a.m. (20 minutes), then back to work till 
.6 p.m. Mr. Staliwood, the chair bodger, took the legs and stretchers by 
horse van to Meeting Bros. of West Street, 111gb Wycombe, a distance of 20 
miles mhway, and a return journey of 12 hours. The journey from Stoke 
Row went over the hills via Nettlebed, Christmas Common and Stokenchuroh. 
Tio horses were used up to Nuffield, and thereafter a single horse.. The 
return jou1ey from Wycombe was through Henley and Rotherfield. . . 

Masinghanmakes reference to a turners shed on the right of the Pox 
arid HoundsPublic House, Christmas Common. In June 1974 the present public- 
an stated that he had found many legs scattered around the barn, but had 
aince hurned them. 

The lathes and tools at the Crooked Billet were photogràphioally 
recorded in August1974 by the Oxford City and County Museum. It is 
interesting to note that mány of the items are in the eamepositions as 
thei were in 1956, wion recorded by staff fros ítead.ing UIiveraity Rural 
Life Nseum. 

. 
. 

References H.J. Massinghan - The Chiltern Country .. 

. J. Geraint Jenkins - Thaditional Country Craftsmen 
.. Ivan G Sparkes - The nglish Country Chair 

. ThePresident's Definition of a S.0.A.G. 
. . 

Sdage may be found all over the southern area of Oxfordshire. One 
frequentlyspots theta on field walks, along hedges and ïn woodland, with 
a scatter ofsherds about then. They also occur on most rescue sites, 
usuallrin the crouch position, in a trench together with small metal 
implements and pottery. Some date back a considerable time, others are so 
small they are difficult to spot, but all show signs of great activity. 
They usedto hrather scarce, but more and more are being discovered, often 
in unlikely places, and the whole group is co-ordinated and correlated at 
Langtree School. C.G-K. 

\ìrther contributions please to A. Hart. 



Calendar of Events. .. : 

, 

Thurd.ay, Oct 1Qh . 
. . S.O.Á.G. Committee Meeting. 

October 11th to 13th - Oxford Weekend Confererie - Archaeo1oy of 
Axici ent Agricu1tue. 

Sunday, 20th Octpber - Oxfordshire Field Work' Day, Churchill, Oxford 
Trever Rowler 

Friday, 25thOctober -Lecture,Lñgtree School9 Woodcote97.30 p.m. 
Crispin Paine - The New Oxford Museum. 

Friday, 22nd November- Lecture, Langtree School, Wood.cote, 7.30 p ni 

Richard Bradley - Excavations at Rans Hill 
1972 - 73 

Tuesday, lOtti December_ S A G W]ne aid Cheese Evening, The Oratory 
School, Woodoote Please detach slpp at 
botton, and sena to Mrs Pallowfield with 
remittence of 75p if you wish to attend. 

j. J&uary 3rd to 5th - Oxford Weekend Conference. Smal1 TÒWnS 

. 

of Roman Britáin. , S 

March ist, 2nd. - C B A. Region 9. Local Archaeology Weekend. 

. - \ - 

I wisi to attend the Wine and Cheese Evening on iOth December. 
-I. enclose 75p pe .r person. - - - 

- 
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