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Thursday 9th Septembers Lecture at Langtree by
Bill Fowler on "Some Threatened Sites".

Saturday 1lth Septembers A.G.M. of New Henley Group
Phone Liz Young

Monday 20th September: Beginning W.E.A. Classes.’
Miss Bane A.Wright. "The Study of 0ld
Buildings and Traditional Building
Materials".

Saturday 25th September: Anmual Conference. Local
History Committee. ' Wallingford Town Hall
1.45. Tel. Oxford 43105, for details of"
exhibition,; tour and talks.

Wednesday 29th Septembers New Henley Group. Les
Cram; Senior Archaeologist at Reading
Museum .on '"The Origins of Man". Phone
Liz Young.

Friday 1st October: Lecture at Langtree, Martin
Horswell on "Mission to the Chilterns",
~ an account of the spread of the Chrlstlan
faith to South “Oxon.

(lionthly meetings are held at Langtree
School at 7.45 p.m.)
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Thursday 2lst October: New Henley Groun. D. Vaisey
repeats: "Shopping in a 17th century town.

Friday - Sunday 22nd-24th October: W¥nglo-Saxon
Symposium. Rewley House, Phone Oxford
52901 for details.

Thursday 28th October: - David Miles of Oxfordehire
Archaeological Unit on "Recent Work on Saxon
Sites in the Thames Valley".

'.Frlday - Sunday 19th-21st Novembers Conference on
Roman Art at Rewley House. Phone uxford
52901 for details.

Thursday 25th November: Chris Stanley, Director of
- Middle Thames Archaeological Socie*y or.
"Local Air Photography". Mr. Staniey las
made many flights over this area irom Lis
Denham base, discovering many new sites not
included in the Gates Survey.

Friday - Sunday 3rd-5th Decembers Conference ¢t
Missenden Abbey on Medieval Industry.

Royal Academy Winter Exhibition.bn Pompei. We hope
. t0 organise a minibus trip. Watch for
further details.

Anmual General Meeting 1976

The eighth Anmual General Meeting was aeld at
Langtree F.E. Centre, Woodcote, on Sunday, March 2lst
Mr. Bill Fowler took the chair and thirty-three

members attended. The minmutes of the last £.G.M.
were read by the Secretary.

President' s Report

The W.E.A. classes had been successful, znd so
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had the arrangsd outings, especiaily the-visit t0 the ~ --
New Museum 24 Oxford. Members had attended courses at -
Rewley House and nine people hzd-been at the C.B.4. Group - -
9 Conference. .  The record attengance. at any function - ~°
had been the forty members. who came to the very : '
successful wine and cheese party: " It was disappointing
to have t0" report that so few people came to hear the -
excellent speakers provided at monthly meetings. She-
annouriced with grezt regret the departure of Clive Hunt
for work in Derbyshire and tharkead him for all he had
done =s fizld officer.

¥r. Bill Fowler presented blivP.Xlth" book token
on ‘bekalf of the Group with thanks for his work fér .
S.0.4.G. Group 9. While congratuleting him on making
the rare transition from part-sime to full--fime
srchaeoleogical work, he said that he was surc that
Clive would do a first rate job.

M.rector' s Report .
r thanking everyons, ( ive said that members

had surveyed lynchets which we:~ -about to be ploughed .
out, hed helped on rescue sitee and on the prellmlnsry
survey for the sds pipelina.. . Aery. 1ittde had been

found -in the grea covered by S.C.A.Gy o7 *hopersurvejed
on the Thame and Wallingford:- Groups.  On the donnland
two ploughed-out barrows were found. e greatest’
problem now was destruction of- gites, and all members
could help by watdhlng out  for thls.

Treasurer‘s Roport - :

After announcing his roelglnatlon and that Petar
Anderson would be taking over as Tréasurer, Philip
Vaughan reported a marginally better balance in hand, in
spite of the many subscriptions still overdue. The
accounts ware closed earlier this year (at 29th February
1976) because of the earlier ALG.M. The affiliation fees
to the Lengtree Centre had still to be paid. There was
some discrepancy between those who had paid their sub-
scriptiohs, (numbfrlng forty-thrse), and those who were
supposedly members Membership should be renewed in

May 1976.
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Flection of Officers

Nominations were invited for a Chairman, but none were
forthcoming. The following members were re-elected:
Mr. Peter Anderson, Mrs. karion Fallowfield, Dr. Bernard
Levy, Mrs. Pat Woodford, Mr, Ted Frence-and Mr. Peter Trent.
Two new members were proposed and elgcted; namely,
Mrs. Elizabeth Young and Mr. Gareth Thomas, the new
bulletin editor. : ' :

Affiliation o the Langtree Centre

Mr. Peter Trout felt that some explanation of this:
was required as charges haa risen to fifty pence per
member per anmum. He said that this charge was only paid
on the rumber of members vho izttended the centre regularly,
and covered is many meetins as the group needed; also the
costs of duplicating the trlletin could be offset against
this. He suggested that tre group should meet sometimes
on other days of the week than Friday as in his experience
this was not a good day for meetings.

The business vart of the meetings then closed and
after tea a most entertsining lecture was given by
Mr. David Vaisey on "Shoppiag in 17th Century Oxford".

Conference Notes

The Effect of Man on the Lardscape, the Lowland Zone .
Reading University, 19th-2lst December 1975. 19 speakers

in 11 hours was bound to disappoint many. Some speakers

had not completed their studies, others repeated lectures

given elsevhere in earlier years; some papers were more

suitable for local societies thzn a national conference.

The last morning, featuring H.C. Bowen, Margaret Gelling

and C.C. Taylor, should be repezted at all C.B.A. regional ‘
meetings and all universitiers, es their original research

showed what archaeology should te about.

The Archaeology of Monastic Sites. .Oxford University

ond-4th Jamary 1976. B

This conference was opened by Dr. L.A.S. Butler who first
suggested it to Trevor, having 10ticed the variations

in quantity and quality of archaeological work on
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montstic sites, many of which he has describéed at C.B.s..
weekends.,  Philip Rihat describeéd his meticalous ‘
excavations. amid the earthworks of Bordesley Abbey in
Worthestarshire. After an cxcuricn 4o Oxford Cathedral’
we heard Laurtncee Keen on 'Mournt Grice, Yérkshire and
Tom Passall on Town Friaries. On Sunday morning we - .+
heard I.P.-Greene on excavations at - Horton P rlory, where
a 290 aere gréhacological park has baen créated in a hnew
town. James Bond described his fieldwork on the*Estatesn
of Evasgham ibbey ard other West EHidland field momuments. .
He suggested that other-individuals T g-oups could do
sii&lﬂr‘fier s&rve"éufouné?oﬁher menasiteries :
The New henley GrouE - :
Foris someyears tho Henley Lecturecs Committee has
organised-a sirics of wWintor léctures &F different subjects.
This fucleus of organigers and audience Lave formed-a new
group which aius to te g forum for l cal “Fedidents, to-
foptdr Yhoir intdregt and promote -astivities connectdd with
the historical and archltectural h“rlta ge-0f the srea.
The Chgirman ig Derek Fumphries (Phone Retherfield Greys |
T80T . L“ﬁ Yoqu (u°r7r”V€ 21 2) has agréed to act ds
liaison &fficer. ' ‘
There must Pr cooper:tidn aaiw#ep the’ 4wo groups. 1f they
wantd we are #0 achieve duF aims.

Fhe Berkshire Local History Ass001nt10n B
This new society was stabllshed at a umetlng in +ue‘
Quaker liceting House, Reading, .on 2znd Janmuary 1976, aftér
15 months" .study by a working committee. They hOpe to
replace: ‘the old local history recording scheme which
emassed mich useful information before its founders,
C.B. ‘Willcock and Miss Swadling, died. Aided by the .
%ﬁwﬁme&mMwandl thkey 1 WetOpmmmeanammdﬂ
newsletter outllnlng where cource'materldl calr be found
and what other WorL is in progress.

. Dr. Lgnsberry of the Extra liural Department of the
University of Kent outlined the work of the Kent Local
Higtory Committee and pointed odt that Berkshire is “orle
of only two counties lacking ‘any local histoéry organ-
isation. There was dePate wHether the new assoclation
should have individual' memb&rship or, like the Kent

\




5. Committee, consist only of representatives

from local societies. :
At the meeting eigni organisations, including ?fi‘J{Q
Local History Society, at a wilscription of £5 per yearcﬂg.
25 individuals at-&£1- per yearg joined the:new Asboolatlon.
Those whé -want -to- join' or merfly ‘more 1nformatlon ‘are invited
to contact Miss Jan Herley at the qukshlre Record OIllce
Shire: Hall Readlng. '

T -
2l . .~ L3 .o

An Evenlng at Eﬂelme

-Seventeen Soags had-a’ most successful evenlng at Ewnlme
on 15th July. = We met at the Churchwhere the President
introduced Mr.-George Canron, Iead of Ewelme’ School, ‘and he
very kindly took ug round the church; - we sat in Sty John's
Chapel whilst he gave us a short history of the Dichess of
Suffolk and Chaucer, her father.

The President gave a few comments abou+ the medieval
tiles which she had recorded during the Tlle Project’ two years
ago. The Head explained the Fort cover was carved in one
piece and that the mimerous Wenfields in Ewolme s+em from the
craftsmen from Wingfield, Suffolk. '

We then saw- the-Muniment Room in fhe Almohouses, where
a copy of the Charter - granted in 1437 per m¢ut1nﬂ the bulidlng
of the school ‘znd almshouses is dlsplayed and vandered through
the courjyzrd to the school Hére lir. Canron showed "Us the
foldest Grammar School in unvland" with the worn spiral stairs
to the dormitory above, with its lovely beams.  We thanked
Mr. Cannon and returned to Mr., and Mrs. Chalkin at No.3
The Almshouses, and ghe a¢ovcd uws’all round their home, With
its mumerous beams(™ luse count"- cha-Sald) and many drawings
done by her husband. . We saw the sitting rooum, bodroom, kitchen
and bathroom, ;11 nicely ucdernised and very comfortable; ' it
was quite azn-art for.17 'people, to eirculzgte in this’ tan home!
We thanked and left the Cﬁalklns and,. emerging into the “church-
yard, we examined the. greve ofi-Jercme- X. Jerome, and looked
at the interesting halls or. nearby bu11d1ngs.~

" Walking up the Mount we. were: welcomed by the That cher,

Mr. Harwood, and his wife, whe-had made Us caked and shortbread -

to add to our Soag coffee. Ve spent till about -10.30
chatting with the Harwoods in their' beautifully kept garden,
full of interesting plants. Aftér’thanking them for their
kindness we eventually retarn€d to ‘our cars at the church and
so home,. . - AR ; SRR CGK

RN




7.
The Temple of Nodens, Lydnoy

' On 23rd May 19765 a Smdll party of” memburs -of 'SOAG

who wsre spending the weckend at Mltohelde in the Forest
of Dean9 were fortundte in belng able to visit the site
. of the R,B. tefiple at Lyuney. The gemple is Slthdted on

‘high ground above. the Rlver Sévern in*Lydney Park,’ a
pr0porty owned by Lord ‘Bledisloe, ‘The Park is nonnormally
open to the pudlic but happened to be so at this weekend.
"~ On the way to Lydney from Mitchelde- we stopped at.

Blackpéol Bridge, Mhez@ a short - btretch of paved: ﬁomdn road

lies e osed beside the mqdern road, . We were able to trace.

the liné of _the road back for some dlstance under the trees,
This road . was nart of the industrial road sybtem across the
Forest, linking Caerwnnt and Caerleon with Ariconium
(modprn Weston under Penyard, Herelordshlre), a oentre of
iron smeltlng in the Roman peried.

On arrival.at Lydney Park we joined the queue of oars A
bearing visttors who, 1or the most part, had come to- vigit
the.valley of rhododehulonq and azaleas Nhlch made &
magnificent . spectacle at this time.” Ve took the track up
the hill to the. temple site, where the foundatlons of the
temple building and some of the dSoOVlated structures still
lie exposed as they nad heen left after the 1928/9 excav-
.ations carrieéd ou+ by the +hen/Df. Ro b i, dheeler and his
w1fe. :

- The temple comolex is lOOdted within an Iron Age
promontory hill forts +the two banks and ditches conszzucted
in the first centry B.C. are still" clearly visible across
the north and east of- the spur. Occupatlon of the site
contimed until the third oentury A.D. The occupants
carrled out mining of the iron ore whlch occurs in veinsg
- of femuglnuous marl on the site.. ~ Two of their mine shafts
still remain and one of the’ entrances on the east side can
"be entered through a wooden trap door in the ground.  The
pick maerke-are q-blll to e seen on the sides of the shdft.

.The temple was dedlcatﬂd to The native British god,
Nodeng. cne of whose d+tr1bute= was healing. To the north
of thé temple wss found a. large guest house and a set of
baths to =accommodate the temple.visitors. The founda+1ons
" 6f the guest house haver been covered in 1o preqerve them
Lgom deterior ation, 'although part of the bafh foundations
aTe $till visible, together with one corner of a range of

|
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uildings funnlng immediately to the west of the temp le nd fo
which the precise function Las: ‘N0t been a601q~ Hossibly ik
wereeither shops or bootbs For the sale of sduvenlrs or
votive offerings, or acconmodatlon for the natléhts with .
contagious diseases who had Come to. seek a aure. To the
‘north of these Wiildings stood g large cistern v1th a conduit- ;
leading to the Jbaths. Its’ foundatlons and the remdlns of é
the ‘conduit ‘may s£ili- be seen.' R
Aftex leaving the’ hliltop sité we: v1s1t°d the small B
.museum in the house which’ conta;ns viany of the obgects found
“oni the sité, which llblUdeP mary votive flguflnes, Tings, . .
‘coins and a metal platé bearing the Lydney Curse which R
‘called upon Nbdenb to ueny noalth to an unknowu person who |
had stolen a rlns. o . ‘
: o ' : o © DR,
The Twice Promised Eand I ' '
During World var I the Srltlbh and rrencL Government 1
promised the Aslan provinces of tle Turkish Enplre to.both |
the Jewish "and Aral peoples, while secretly conspiring to
divide the spoils of war te+ween thémselves.  This breach
of faith has resulted in tixty years of war and civil btrlf@
in the regzion. I
|

There have 2lwgsy been blg powerb based on the u;Le, and
on.the Euphr;tes Valleys; /;or nillenia they have fought over
the narrow strip of land e have learned to call "Holy". -

Most of this ares is npuw urder Israell mle or military
occupatlon.' In spite of taeir mich vaunted respect Tor the
past and inte Jest. in their Herltage, Israel has no conser-
vntlon .Pas or llsted bulldlng ,froaquxe huntlng ig rife
and many morument s are.: n@fiecfec or -smothered in Hebrew
graflttl. The urhhaeolo cwlly-mlnqed visitor i s frequently
bothered by un“fflclal DUIdVS and mnthultles sellers, some
of whom . run huge hcrluwgo sunernarkets.  Some maJOr
mormmente gre mzintained *s namona‘mwk%7 mtbp*q by the
Franciscans or Jocal. minicipalities, while the Tombs of ythe |
Klngs in Jtruﬂﬁlem ig owned by the French Government .
There'gre also many mugeums, some-well disp slayed, others -
111-1i4 and badly labelled.. Fupthermore, their opening. ~-
hours are 1nconven1ant for visitors and *hﬂy lack the good
guide books we have come t>.associate w1th the D.o.E s1tes
and British miseums.

mhere are many s1tes Along the Jordan Valley from

. |

{
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92 30 il mu.Herrx,“.,‘, in the svowy norin b0 tha swelisring
Dead Sea, 1292 ft. belovi-sea lave* QAu'uurrJunded by .
scorched desert. - The Dead beas with its guarded 1idos ;gf
and ‘wired besches, forms the frontier; - if Yooks and 7
feels disappointingly like British' gea-water. - On its o
_shore stands Qumran, one of the few single-phase sites
‘in.Israel, occupied by the Essene sect from gbout 120 BC

to 67 AD; they grew their own food in an 0asis’ and made
their own-pottery, while writing the Dead Sea scrolls later
buried in.the nearby caves.” ‘Further. south- on the sea h
shore stands the great ship-like ‘rock of Masadaj on top
of its 1300 .ft. .cliff now made accessible by oable car,
Herod the Great built a fortress-palace with 01st@rns and
~store-houses.sufficient to survive a flve—year siege,
;together with the mosaics; bathhouse and- sw1mm1ng pool
any Romanised king regarded as essential. A-century
after Herod, the Zealot rebels tied down thousands of
Roman troops for seven yearss  the Roman oamps and s1ege
wall can still be seen, together with ‘the huge Tamp the
Romans used to storm the mountwln which later became a
Byzantine Monastery. : S o :

At the north end.of the Dead Sea stands Jerlcho,

the world's oldest known city; -men have settled round th”/
Eligha's fountain Sleng for about 10,000 yezrs; a *
watch. tower added: to the city wall- about 8,000 BC can’

still .be seen, but the city that Jéshia stormed has mostly
been washed away by the winter rains.

. .From.Jericho the prime tourist route clinbs" 4,000 ft
‘through' the wilderness to Jerisaleim, passing the’ restoréd
Good Samaritan Inn with its army ohﬂoprlnt,'and'oethahy"
with its: Crusader and Byzantlne remalns ad301n1nb the
tomb of Lazarus. : ERE T

The road enters Jerusalem from the southnedSU,‘71V1ng
- a-:marvellous view over the" walled old city and the site of’
‘Solomon's temple; réstored- ~by Perod, destroyed by the
Romans and now a Moslem sgnctuary. The whole Kidron'
Valley to the east of the city, surrounding the Garden of"
Gethesemene -is a vast necropolis, oontalnlng tombs of all
-sizesy dates and rellglons.~ g

[
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The old-city, surrounded by a 25mile 16th century
wall, contains the Via Dolorosa,; which links the -
excavated Pool of Befhseﬂa and Crusader Church of St. Anne
with the Cnlsader CHurch of . the Holy Sepulchre, via the .
remains ‘of PllatQ'S palace. ..Since 1967 . there have been
many excavations’ _along the south wall of the ¢ity and round
the temple near the Wziling Wall, but these are.not yet open
to the publlc.

'The - Jerusalem King David conquered in about 1050 B. C.
was a seven-acre village outside, the present wallsy most
of it has recently been btuilt over without archaeologlcal
study. . Looklng south and ezst from Jerusalem one seesg
spectacular desert, including the conical peak of Herodium,
the . Dead Sea and the Mountains of Moab. South of Jerusalem
stands Bethlehem Nhere the Church of the Hativity was.rebuilt
after the Samaritans' rebellion of 525, above a Crroup of cavesy’
one is shown as the. Grotto of the- Nathlty, and in another -
St. Jeroms translatcd the Bible-into Latin. :

Across the olive-clad hills:north of Jerusalem is Samarla9
around a windy hill-top can bs seen the,remains of Ahab's v
Ivory tower, a temple to- Augustus, theatre, stadium-znd several
sets of wallsy ruins of a crusader church can also be seen.
Further north,- overlooklng the Plain-of. Esdrzelon, stands the.
15~acre Tell of Meglddo, Nhere .25 cities were built between
4,000 and 400 B.C., one on top of the other. - These cities’
guarded a strategic crossroads now guarded by a modern fort.
Remains of severs 21 phases can be seen, together with a magnifi-
cent water system, Victory at Meglddo in beptember 1918 A
opened the road 4o Da amascus and made Allenby & Viscount.  From
Megiddo on a clear day can be seen M. Carmel, where some remains
of early men gnd primitive agriculture have been found.’

To-the north-east is Nazareth with its many Chris tlan shrlnes

Nearby is Mt. Tabor, where.Barak defeated the Canaanltes9 Josephus :
was defeated by .the Romans and more recently Orde v1ngate ‘prevented|

Arab sabotage of the oil plpellne. Further. north the Sea of
Galilee is dominated by volcanlo hills. . Round the sea are
mgny places of arehaeologlcal ‘and rellblous interesty,” from
Tiberius with its Roman baths and 18th century town walls to
Capernaum with its fourth century synagogue and Byzantine Church
among the oleanders. Between them stands Tabagna, said to be

the earliest purpose-tuilt church 'in the world, with ite fourth




home of Mary Magdalene.
On’ ,the ridge betwean Galllee ard the now dralneo

Lake Hula stands HaZor, at 200 acres, the large ; irell

in Israel. = At the Banias, source bf the’ Jordan9 mi ches

cut into the red cliff show where the Greeks worshipped

Pan. On the mountain above stands one of the few surviving

Crusader Castles in Israel; more spectacular Crusader

remains can be seen in the old port of Acre. . | B
Much more could be written on Israels indeed, much,:

often contradictory, already has. Nothing can replace a

personal visit, which costs £150 to £250 each for a week,

to £270 - &£400 for two weeks, depending on the tour

operator and places visited. Anyone interested in making
up a S5.0,4.G. party about Easter 1977. should contact me,
i G TO .

Archaeolog;cal Air Photography

Since the work of ¥ajor Allen between the wars,..
archaeilogists have paid lip service to aerial archaeology.
However, local and national government funds. for aerial .
photography have béen cut. The pioneer survey of Upper
Thames crop marks has not- been emulated in other areas.
Tim Gates' Middle Thames Survey covers probably less than
half of the known sites and was almost a year between
compilation and distribution.’

The. National Momumonts Records at Fortress House,
Saville Row, London, maintains the natlonal air photo- _
depository, but has neither the funds nor the staff to
cover the country adequately.' They are supplled by many

+ not all amateurs and therefore self—flnanclng flyets
but can scarely- catologue, mich less 1nterpret the
photographs it receives.

Cambridge University has an expanding air photography
department; headed by Dr. St. Joseph, who appears t0 ‘be -
secretive about his discoveries., - .

Anyone can take air photographs on a commer01al fllght
or air show pleasure trip. Things do not always look the
same from the air; it is difficult to identify-places you .

have not visited on the ground. . Any time of the year will . -

do, but May to July is said to be the best time for CTOp
marks. Different sites or features thereof show every.
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year, often dlfferent elements can be seen on different
dayse. The air view can show sites ‘being destroyed, by
gravel extraction, road works or.deep ploughing. Sites,
with upstanding earthvorks show best at dawn, or. dusk but’
airfield opening times may make this d1ff10ult° ‘also
many upstanding sites are obscuped by trees., )

Even when no new sites are digcovered the .air, view
can provide’ new 1n51ghts 1nto landscapes, townscapes and
buildings. - : o

.It is best to use a hlgh w1ng monOplane Nlth less
obstnzctlons to the view; if the windows are clean there
is no need to open them. . A nav1gatorﬁgbotographer/pllot
is the best team tut most small (cheap to hire) planes .
can only take one passenger.

The Aéromart Flying Club at Blackbushe w1ll hlre
a Cessna 150, including pilot for &17 per hour, tut
remember that Aldermaston, Harwell, Benson and Heathrow
CGontrol Zones limit the area you can fly round here. . The

extensive Chlltern woodlands also reduoe the areas that can |

be usefully flown._

On a recent flight I was able to take good photovraphs
of parts of the Streatly warren Field System; but Grimeditch
and Lowbury plainly visible on the -ground could not be seen
from the air.. Early harvest and winter drought made crop-
marks invisible except for some falnt circles at Gatehampton.
New C.B.4&. Researdh Reports : G
No.14 The Plans-and Topography of Medlevul Towns in

vsngland and Wales, edited by M.W. Barley.- 9epp.” for
£4.50p." ‘This etpens1ve and poorly printed

book contains seven papers on urban history,

first read at a C. B A. semlnar 1n November 1974

No.16 Iron Age Sites ih Central Southern England by _
B.W. Cuntiffe. - £3.50 for-53 pages. This is not',7
~a general survey of such sites ‘but excavation '
* reports on three small sites ne«r the Hants/Susscx
* border. -

The C.B.A.'s buy—ln—advance—at—dlscount scheme results in’

many people buylng books they - Nculd not have bought if
they had seen’them in advance. "No.1l4 would have bgen
" better SﬂpllCltcd for the'C.B.4. Urban Research Commi ttee

I
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members, having very. little appesal 1o the general public.
Fo. 16 would have been more useful printed 1n the local

county Jjournals.

Book Reviews

]

A New Map of the County of Oxford, from an actusl -survey
on which are delineated the course of the rivers, roads,
the parks, gentlemens' seats, heaths, woods forests,
commons, etc., by Richard Davis of Lewknor, Topographer

to His Majesty»l793/4l reprinted 1975 by Philip Riden,
At £3 for 17 sheets 26‘/20” Sheet One reduces the whole
map to 2% mlles to the inch. The other 16 showed the
County at 4 miles to the inch and the City at twelve chains
to the inch. S8.0.A.G. land is shown on two sheets, which
attempt to show every building, hedge and pond. FHamlets
and some farms are named, but fields are not.

Britannia, a Journal of Roman, British and kindred studies.
Vol.6, 1975. Anmual subscription £4.50p. The latest

and thinnest volume of this journal includes a posthumous
paper by D.F. Allen, a paper on the economy of Bignor
Villa written in 1950, notes on the Baldon design of face
flagon first identified by the South Oxfordshire Bunt.

As usual there is a 73 page summary of finds in Roman
Britain 1974, still divided by the old counties.

Current Archaeology No. 50. How-on sale in the shops. 45p.
This issue includes an 8-page illustrated article on the
Saxon cemeteries at lucking , a column on Warwick Rodwell
and his latest church dig. The round up of 1975 includes
a page on Wallingford.

No. 51 contains reports on the extensive excavations at
Garton Slack, Yorkshire. The Peny Y Wyrlod long cairn
and Margaret Jones' criticisms of Reading Un1vers1ty.

No. 52 includes Dr. Sladds r9301nder.

Historic Towns in Oxfordshire A survey of the New County
Edited by Kirsty Rodwell. &5.50 from Oxfordshire
Archaeological Unit. - Kirsty, helped by nine other
writersy has compressed the archaeology, history, topography
potential, development of buildings of 20 towns into
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2 péges, including 6 pull-out mgps. Truexpress
have done their usual competent printing job,.except
for g few of the three colour plans. '

Ramghill A Bronze Age-defended endlosure and its
landscape. By Richard Bradley“and Anne

Ellison, with 15 contributors, including Reading University
Students.  B.A.R," 19 at £5.50p. including 62p. postage.
264 pages and 20 photographs. Two seasons of excavation by

volunteer labour, including many 5.0.A.G.s, were follow~d
by a rapid field survey of the district. The report no
only dotails the features, finds and envirormental evider. ~
uincey o Uat also sheds much new ligkt on the Berks./Oxc
Dovm. =zri the Bronge Age’ generally. '

Reading. Our . ~chitectural Meritage 81 for 40 pazes,
includfng gg_filustrations and fold-out print. - Compiled
by a committee of 12, published by Reading Miseun with the
help of the Southern Arts dAssociation, to coincide witlh an
exhibition during Decerber 1975 and < asnry 1976. I
photograph across the spiral-bound cover shown a pancrzmic
view of Reading, incluiing many new tuildings and .o
demolition of the old. Published simulianeously by  the _
Museum was a 5n. Walk Rownd Cuide on a large folded card with
three illust-ztions and g wap.  More recently a card guide
to Beading's 2urches and three sets of postesrds from old
photographs have been published. :

Oxford, The City and County as it used +o be. By Charles Long.
95p.s for 66 old photographs from 1873-1914.,  Few of the
photographs were taken in our end of the countys; a few are
unprovenanced.

Walks Around the Downs ) '

Ten country rambles near Reading, Newbury, Andover and
Basingstoke, by Roy Chapman, with historical notes by
Jillian A. Greenauay. 1976 T5p. 64 pages including 13
sketch maps. 4As reviewed on TV, Jill Greenaway used
her position as Secretary of the Berks. Field Rescarch
Group to advertise this book after she had resigned the
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secretaryship. The walks described include Silchester,
Combe Gibbet and Grimsbury Castles . .

The Middle Thames Valley, an archaeology survey of the
River Gravels By Timothy Gates. - 23 for [9 pages, from
Reading Miseum. This publication intended to -contimue .
‘the work of the Upper Thames Survey from Goring to

Windsor, including the Lower Kennet Valley. Unfortunately
it lacked the British Academy and Amey grants that made up
" the Upper Thames Survey easily and rapidly available. The
Middle Thames Survey was almost a year between compilation
and distribution and was never a complete record of all
known discoveries. It fails to mention the many
discoveries made during gravel extraction at Sonning Eye.
Some excavations have already taken place on the sites
described; others are planned which will require local
volunteers, who should contact Julian Richards, Secretary
of the Berks. Field Research Group (Reading 595751).  This
book should form the basis for future excavation policy,
although Berrinsfield proved that a sites' potential cannot
be dismissed on the basis of o0ld photographs.
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