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OBITUARY: KENNETH MARTIN HORSWELL

Martin, as he was known to us, joined SOAG in 1973 when we had several members in Henley,
and when the Henley Archaeological and Historical Group was formed he stayed loyal to
SOAG and remained with us for 20 years.

Just before his death in early 1993, he had sent the Editor one of his excellent articles which we
are pleased to publish elsewhere in this issue of the SOAG Bulletin. He was a staunch
churchgoer and knew a great deal about church history. Over the years he sent us many
informative and unusual articles on this aspect of our subject. A tour around Henley one
evening some years ago, with his interesting comments as he showed us some of Henley's finest
buildings, is still remembered with pleasure.
Our sympathy goes out to his family and friends, from the SOAG family past and present.
Cynthia Graham Kerr

PRESIDENTS REPORT FOR 1991-92
SOAG has suffered some sad losses this year. We learned of the deaths of two äctive members
in quick succession: Jean Allen and John Percival [see SOAG Bulletin no.47 (1991): 2]. We
then lost a third member, John Coffey, who was also a radio ham. He and his wife Heather
joined fairly recently and we are glad to have Heather still with us.

Our membership remains fairly steady but we need to continue to recruit new members if we
are to remain viable as a group. We have found that notices in local parish magazines produce
results: if anyone has any other ideas for publicity, please let us know.
Fieldwork and other activities

Three days after the 1991 AGM we began to fieldwalk the Sylvan Nurseiy field at
Gatehampton. We completed two 30 m wide strips and found an exciting amount of Roman tile
and pottery. Photographs were taken of the heaviest scatter and the pottery is now being
assessed by the OAU expert, Paul Booth.
Boundary banks and a moundwere examined in Bassett Wood, Stoke Row, where two or three
struck flints were found. One day was also spent at Swyncombe examining the earthwork there.

Returning to Gatehampton in September, a hasty one-day dig took place in Barrow Field
(west of the railway) with the OAU, following the efforts of an English Heritage team of
geophysicists in the spring. With the help of a JCB and six SOAG members we dug trenches
across a linear feature, perhaps an ancient stream bed. Four trial trenches showed the same
feature in each, which confirmed the geophysical recording.
In early March 1992 jermission was granted by the site engineer for SOAG to examine the site
of a new reservoir being constructed at Woodcote. We walked the perimeter fence, the interior
being all spoil, mostly clay. Bits of brick and burnt clay in the clay spoil possibly came from a
kiln on the site. There was a network of ditches nearby in the wood, and many clay pits. Clay
has been worked in this area within living memory. We also explored Greenmore ponds, the
lane, houses and woods, where we found saw pits and the parish boundary bank.

Other projects include a study of clay pipes, based on a collection of stems and bowls found in a
garden at Blewbury which range in date from the 17th to 20th centuries. A visit to the local
historian and a letter to the Sites and Monuments Record produced a few more bits for the
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jigsaw, but we are still trying to find the reason for such a density of pipes in a small area that
was a field: some were locally made at Wallingford, some came from Marlborough - and one

from Glasgow.

Another project is the recording of old cast iron signposts in our area before they are all
removed and replaced by modern ones. Dan Miles is coordinating this and can supply maps and
forms.

Meetings
We invited Ann Coles to the April 1991 meeting to talk about place names; this stimulated a
number of questions and we were pleased to welcome several new members. In May Joyce
Filer, whom we met at the Abingdon dig, came from London to tell us about trepanmng and
head injuries in ancient Egypt - an unusual subject for us. For September Tim Allen (OAU)
gave an excellent discourse on the Dean Grange dig at Cumnor and in October SOAG member
Monamy Buckell gave a most interesting illustrated talk on the Antonine Wall in Scotland.
November brought a record number of 41 members to hear David Vaisey, Curator of the
Bodleian, who showed us many of its treasures. Janet Sharpe (SOAG) gave our December
lecture on the archaeology of North America, with some surprising information about Indian
cultures.

The February 1992 members' evening included a video by David Nicholls (SOAG) of the
Wellesbourne Watermill restoration, showing how he and his firm have completely restored a
very derelict watermill, last repaired in 1834, to full working order. This was followed by an
unusual subject when June Knowles (SOAG) spoke about footprints in stone, which go together
with handprints, cupmarks and other carvings by prehistoric man; and the meeting finished with
a short talk by the President on flint recognition. Our guest of honour at the March AGM was
Bob Chapman of Reading University, whose talk on prehistoric Spain was so interesting that
we hardly noticed when the projector caught fire!
Conferences and courses [see SOAG Bulletin no.47 (1991): 9-11}

Three SOAG members attended the CBA9 Spring Conference on waterlogged remains, held at
the new Sports Pavilion, Northampton, on 12 April 1991. Three members also attended the
two-day CIA Congress at Churchill Hall, Bristol, on 14-15 September 1991 when there were
many speakers from local archaeological groups: on the return journey we visited the Roman
villa site at Cadbury. On 19 October 1991 13 members went to the CBA9 AGM at Bnl! and we
were taken round the village and visited the windmill and Boarstall Tower. The Butser
Archaeological, Farm's Annual Conference and AGM were held on i December 1991 at Nexus
House, Horndean, when five SOAG members were present: the Director Peter Reynolds
opened the Conference by explaining how and why the Farm had been moved to a new site.
On 30 November 1991 six of us enjoyed a day school on Stonehenge held at Rewley
House, Oxford.
Visits [see SOAG Bulletin no.47 (1991): 5-9]
Twelve SOAG members and two friends visited Silchester on 16 June 1991 where we walked
around the walls and looked at the amphitheátre and church. We were grateful to Gareth
Thomas for giving us a 'guided tour'. The visit t' Rycote Chapel by i i members on 13 July was
very satisfactory as we were lucky enough to get the Curator to take us round. The chapel has
many unusual features, including a minstrels' gallery and a priest's room, and is well worth a
visit. Our evening outing on 7 August was to Northgrove Wood near Woodcote, led by Pat
Preece who showed us examples of woodland management including a hazel coppice still in
use.
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The Party

The weather was kind again in 1992 as over 50 members and friends met in the Black and Gold
Room at the Oratory School for our annual New Year party on 4 January. Bob Hitchman
presided over the bar and the three young Hiscocks did an excellent job selling raffle tickets.
Alistair Graham Kerr's competition of 'where and what' proved popular and was won by John
Westwood. Afterwards a cheque was sent to the Oratoiy School as a token of our thanks.

Publications
After earlier difficulties over processing, we are slowly catching up with production of the
SOAG Bulletin. Our grateful thanks are due to Mike Fulton and Bernard Malerbi for
'translating' the Editor's PCW disk into the splendid laser-printed copy you are reading now.
We are determined to maintain the high standard our Editor Janet Sharpe has set us and which
has brought praise from other archaeologists.
It was decided, after running the Messenger bimonthly for a trial period, to revert to one per
month to keep people informed despite the extra work involved. Do please make use of it,
submit contributions, and pay close attention to meeting dates so that we can ensure good
audiences for our guest speakers. Our thanks go again to Jill Tyler for the typing and Anthony
Booth for the photocopying.
The Committee
In conclusion I would like to thank my lively and long-suffering Committee: if it were not for
their efforts, SOAG would not be able to enjoy such a varied diet or play its part so effectively
in recording our heritage.

Let us all resolve this year to do at least ONE job for SOAG, even just finding a new member
- there is plenty of choice!
Cynthia Graham Kerr
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SUMMER EXCURSIONS 1992

Fishbourne Roman Villa
[On Sunday 21 June, 12 SOAG members travelled a little further afield than usual and visited
the splendid Roman palace at Fishbourne, near Chichester in West Sussex. We hired a minibus
for the occasion, kindly organised by Colin Hogbin.]
It was the Romans who recognised the benefit of Fishbourne, in terms of streams which passed
into creeks, which in turn flowed into a silt-free harbour. The upper reaches of the harbour
provided a deep-water anchorage for the invading Romans, and provision was easily made for
shallow-draught vessels to transport supplies to shore.

Another major advantage of Fishbourne was that it lay in Atrebates territoiy, a tribe with
long-time allegiance to the Romans, and the harbour was made safe by massive earthworks in
the form of the Chichester Entrenchments. The earliest Roman development of the site began
as early as the start of the invasion in AD 43 until 75 for the initial occupation, followed by the
palace construction from 75-100, and subsequent alterations until 280-290. The initial work
allowed the building of a military supply base to support Vespasian's attacks on south-west
Britain, and when the conquest was well-established the army relinquished the base to allow
the construction of a number of civilian buildings.
The earliest buildings on the site appear to have been two large timber granaries, with possibly
an enclosure for cattle. These buildings were dismantled within a few years of their construction
and were replaced by two ranges of buildings in tandem, erected on sill beams into which were
slotted vertical timbers supporting walls of wattle and daub. Both ranges were fronted by a wide
footing of drystone blocks which may have supported a colonnade. One range appears to have
comprised the workshops and theother the residential block of a wealthy family.
Between AD 65-75 these timber buildings were replaced by a substantial stone villa, the
'protopalace', the remains of which lie mostly beneath the A27 and recent houses. Excavations
in the gardens of these houses have revealed part of this building, which used limestone and
marble, not just from southern Britain, but also from Italy and eastern France. It consisted of a
long range of rooms fronted by a corridor with a narrower corridor behind, the latter separating
it from a bath suite and a garden. The suite consisted of four heated chambers and a cold bath
with two linking corridors. This building would have been roofed with masomy to reduce the
chance of timber warping in the steamy atmosphere. A building discovered to the west of the
bath suite may have housed servants. Outside in the garden, five massive columns may have
supported a colonnaded veranda.

About AD 75 work began on levelling the site for construction of the Flavian palace, which
consisted of four rectangular ranges of rooms enclosing a large garden, 78 x 97.6 m. All the
rooms were decorated with wall-paintings and mosaic floors, and some were adorned with
friezes of moulded stucco. It seems that architectural details were so fine and unknown in
Britain at that time, so would have been designed by foreign craftsmen, suggesting that only a
rich man like King Cogidubnus of the Atrebates. could have afforded such luxury.
The east wing consisted of a spacious entrance hail, at least two colonnaded courtyards and
three suites of rooms most probably for visitors. At the north end of the wing lay an aisled hall
laid Out as a continuation of the north wing. This part consisted of 23 rooms situated around
two colormaded courtyards with a continuous colonnade along the south side. After constant
reuse, many mosaic floors were renovated in the 2nd or 3rd century and much of them was
destroyed, but substantial parts remain for visitors to see. The west wing was built 1.5 m above
the level of the rest of the building, the level retained by a masonry revetting wall which once
supported a colonnaded front. Towards the centre, the wall was brought forward to create a
porch in front of a large audience chamber, reached by a flight of wooden steps from the
garden. The northern part of the wing next to the audience chamber has been completely

excavated to show 12 rooms with a connecting corridor. The rooms were floored with black and
white geometric mosaics, now largely destroyed. The southern part of this wing and the south
wing are now below modern houses and gardens, so look like remaining untouched.

The palace buildings underwent considerable changes between AD 100 and 280, many minor
ones involving such things as dividing walls and reroofing. A major change occurred in the
mid-2nd century when it was decided to demolish the bath suite which was suffering badly
from the effects of subsidence. Another important change was underfloor heating for domestic
rooms in the north wing. Following demolition of the bath suite, another had to be constructed,
in what was the north courtyard of the east wing.
Only minor alterations occurred in the early 3rd century, and work begun on the hypercausting
of one of the rooms in the north wing, started in the 280s, appears to have been unfinished.
Strong evidence in this latter wing, such as a pile of window panes and heaps of mortar, and
tesserae ripped up and stacked in the west wing, suggests that considerable building work was
again under way. But at some time between AD 280 and 290 a fire destroyed the roof of the
north wing and spread to the west wing, leaviñ only the walls. It is not known whether this fire
was started accidentally or by sea pirates, but it led to the palace being abandoned and its use
only as a quarry for building stones.

There was further destruction from the rising sea level through the Middle Ages and the
development of marshes on both sides of the building. Robbery and theft removed much of
value. Agricultural activities, such as ploughing, caused much damage, particularly to the floors,
but in the early 19th centuiy the site changed to permanent pasture. It was not until 1960, when
a workman laying a water-main trench found a mass of old building rubble, that an
archaeologist was called in to discover the relevance of the palace at Fishbourne.
Phil Carter

Butser Archaeological Farm
A slight change in name has accompanied a change to a completely new site for the former
Butser Ancient Farm near Petersfield in Hampshire. Prompted by administrative difficulties,
the Farm left the Queen Elizabeth Country Park at the end of 1990 to reestablish itself at
Bascomb Copse near Chalton. The new site has several advantages over the old, including a
greater variety of soil types and a more compact shape, and when a group of SOAG members
visited on 18 July 1992 things seemed to be progressing well. We were met by the Director, Dr
Peter Reynolds, who kindly gave us an introductoiy talk and a guided tour.

The Farm still keeps Dexter cattle as draught animals because of their resemblance to the
small Iron Age 'Celtic' shorthorn, and Old English goats are housed in an interpretation of an
Iron Ae four-post structure. The new Farm has an interesting collection of primitive sheep
begimung with the earliest domesticated breed, the mouflon, which lacks a woolly fleece and
dates back to the early Neolithic in northern Iraq at around 9000 BC. This is followed by the
chocolate-brown Soay of the Late Bronze/Early Iron Ages, which sheds its wool naturally
each year. The next breeds to appear in Britain were the brown Manx Loghtan and the black
Hebridean during the Middle Iron Age: these were the first sheep to retain their wool and the
earliest iron shears date to this period. Finally comes the Shetland of the Late Iron
Age/Roman periods, which has a wonderful fine long-staple fleece and comes in three colour
variants: white, moorit (demerara sugar) and catmuggit (slate grey beneath, white on top).
The main compound is octagonal in shape, thus exposing the surrounding bank and ditch to
weathering though eight points of the compass. Each side is divided into four 20 m lengths
which are constructed in slightly different ways so that erosion patterns can be compared.
Inside the compound two Iron Age round houses have already been built and the third, based
on post holes from Longbridge Deverill Cowdown in Wiltshire, will be the largest ever
reconstructed when it is completed. It is 50 ft (15.5 m) in diameter with a floor area of some
900 sq. ft and will require 12-15 tons of thatch. The 200-300 tree poles needed for its

construction have provided indirect evidence for prehistoric woodland management: large
numbers of similar sized poles could only have been produced by coppicing. The compound
also contains a selection of reconstructed ards (prehistoric ploughs) and other artefacts, grain
storage pits and various haystacks based on single-post structures.

The field system contained stands of Iron Age crops: various wheats including einkorn, emmer,
spelt and bread and club wheat, two- and six-row barley, legumes (peas and beans) and flax.
As before, the weather is being carefully monitored for studies on crop productivity. A new
innovation is a herb garden planted in the form of a walk-through Cretan/Celtic labyrinth.
An industrial area includes a turf kiln and a copy of a Romano-British updraught kiln for
firing pottery. There are also charcoal clamps and shaft furnaces for iron smelting.

Butser Archaeological Farm was the first of its kind and the Director now spends a
considerable part of his time visiting similar projects in other parts of Europe in an advisory
capacity: he has recently been involved in a project at St Fagans in South Wales. Nevertheless,
financing the Farm has always been precarious and the situation does not improve. Without the
dedication of its skeleton staff and volunteer helpers it could not survive - let's visit again and
help in what small way we can.

Janet Sharpe
Dorchester-on-Thames

About 30 SOAG members and their friends were guided on an evening walk round Dorchester
by our Vice President, Dr Malcolm Airs, on 12 August 1992. We avoided the Abbey church that
needs an evening to itself, but by ducking into entries along the main street we saw several
cruck-framed buildings and a separate Medieval kitchen.

The old Castle Inn has closed and three new homes have been built on its car park, probably on
the site of the east Roman ditch. The George is everyone's idea of a coaching inn, begun
around 1495 and extended back from the road. The White Hart is dated 1691 but this is when
its original oriel windows were removed, leaving grooves still to be seen in the oak framework.
The north gate of the Bull Inn shows similar traces of removed oriels.
Several timber-framed houses have been restored in recent years, and Dr Airs has been
forced to replace his own corner post which had rotted as a result of being covered with
rendering. Several of the buildings were constructed or adapted for a Victorian missionary
college. Cob was used for houses and garden walls into the 19th century, but some walls have
been faked using breeze blocks to fool passing motorists.

Dorchester boasts many tracks and footpaths, giving different views of the buildings and
surrounding fields. The allotments cover the south-west corner of the Roman town, which was
sampled by Prof. Sheppard Frere 30 years ago. The Roman wall is still marked by a slight rise.
At Bridge End squatter cottages were fitted in alongside the main road but were abandoned
when the bridge was moved.
Unguided summer visitors should start their visit at the Abbey Gate House Museum, where a
walk-round guide by Sydney Temple and the Dorchester Historical and Archaeological Group
can be purchased.

Gareth Thomas
BACK TO OUR ROUTES: ARCHAEOLOGY AND ROADS
THE CBA SOUTH MIDLANDS GROUP SPRING CONFERENCE

Ten SOAG members attended the CBA South Midlands (formerly CBA9) Spring Conference

7

at Deddington on 4 April 1992. John Pearman from the Department of Transports Regional
Office at Bedford opened the conference by explaining the DoTs current archaeological policy.
Building a new road can take up to five years, beginning with an initial survey of its
environmental impact which includes the 'archaeological heritage'. The CBA and other groups
are invited to comment and the county archaeologist and English Heritage act as advisers. The
DoT makes an annual grant towards archaeological work which amounted to £527,000 in 1991.
A study of the local Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) and fieldwalking are usually sufficient
to identify the preferred route.
Julian Munby discussed the environmental assessment of new routes with reference to the
OAU's work on the proposed high speed rail link between London and the Channel Tunnel. A
large area was surveyed using SMR data printed out in kilometre squares and more detailed
mapping was provided by fieldwalking and geophysical survey. Sites to be avoided included
listed buildings, unlisted buildings shown on old maps and still standing, hedges, parks, quarries,
cemeteries and coal posts (tax points for bringing coal into London).
Mike Dawson (Bedfordshire County Council) referred to archaeological work carried out in
advance of the Stagsden and Arlesey-Stotfold bypasses. Isolated Iron Age farms are beginning
to appear at less than i km intervals throughout Bedfordshire and Romano-British sites also
appear to be more frequent than previously thought: a 2 km stretch of proposed road might
therefore be expected to cover something even though aerial surveys and fieldwalking may
show nothing. The road survey showed the edge of a Romano-British settlement with adjacent
field system, and Iron Age round houses, storage pits and four-post structures all enclosed by
a bank and ditch.
Mike Farley (Buckinghamshire County Museum) presented some 'tales of the unexpected'
associated with road building, including the uncovering of a Romano-British road in north
Bucks and Mesolithic sites along the M25 in south Bucks. A Roman-British villa near
Aylesbury showed evidence for metalworking and a linear settlement along Watling Street at
Magiovinium comprised hostelries, workshops and cemeteries. Other unexpected sites included
an Iron Age site at Newport Pagnell and an Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Tattenlioe. At least 2%
coverage of potential sites by trial trenching was recommended; SMRs were recognised as a
vital resource, despite their incompleteness.

After lunch and a guided tour of Deddington, Tim Sharman of the Northamptonshire Unit
spoke about the Ml-Al link road, where C14 dating of a Romano-British cemetery had
been affected by fall-out from recent bonfires, and Bob King of the Midlands Archaeological
Research Society described metal detecting along 10 m transects on a road scheme in
Northamptonshire and the useful information provided by local residents.
Leaving roads after tea, Renwick Hudspith of the Manshead Archaeological Society described
fieldwalking in the Luton-Dunstable area, using 25 m transects: mapping finds has shown
settlement patterns ranging from Mesolithic flint scatters along ridges near streams to regularly
distributed Iron Age and Romano-British sites. Finally, Stan Cauvain of the Chess Valley
Archaeological and Historical Society discussed the study of Medieval ceramics from south
Buckinghamshire, using neutron activation analysis and atomic absorption spectroscopy. A star
diagram of the same six elements gave a chemical fingerprint for each kiln site.
Janet Sharpe
THE RIVER THAMES: A DAY SCHOOL

Three members of SOAG attended a day school on the Thames at Rewley House, Oxford on 4
April 1992. Some interesting illustrated lectures were given on the history of navigation and
trade on the river and some points from these talks are described below.
The barges used for trade on the Thames in the late Middle Ages were called shutes or shouts.
Unfortunately none of these shutes has been excavated so we do not know much about them,
except that they must have been flat-bottomed, solidly constructed craft to withstand hard
wear and hauling over shoals.

The river above Henley was often obstructed by millers' flash locks and fish weirs, and there
was much legislation to control their numbers as they interfered with the flow of water and
caused shallows. These laws were largely ineffectual as the flash locks were essential to carry
barges over the shoals. Flash locks were controlled by millers; they consisted of a timber and
rubble construction the full width of the river with a gap filled by cross beams and paddles.
These held up the water until the paddles and beams were raised, and the barges then rushed
through on the water surging through the gap. If they were lucky they would be carried over the
shoals which built up a little further downstream. Craft coming up the river would be dragged
or winched up through the locks.
Heavy goods were carried by water whenever possible. Stone was taken by cart from quarries at
Taynton and Wheatley to the Thames and sent by barge or raft to Abingdon Abbey, and
Wallingford and Windsor Castles. In the same way thousands of ornamental floor tiles and tiles
for roofing were sent to the Thames from the huge works at Penn. Coal was sent from
Newcastle by sea to London, and loaded there onto shutes for the forges at Windsor Castle.
Oxfordshire wool was carried by cart over the Chilterns, and shipped from Henley to London.
Wood from the Chilterns was carried in the same way.
In the 15th century there were regular deliveries from Queenhythe to Henley wharf for Sir
William Stonor, of goods such as salted fish, wine, spices and glassware. Landowners by the
Thames, such as abbots and lords of the manor, made a good income by charging tolls at locks,
wharves and at bridges; even so, transport of goods was cheaper and quicker by water.
In the 18th and 19th centuries, before the railways were developed, the Thames was a very bus
commercial waterway. The building of canals connected to it increased the river traffic, whic
reached its peak in the early 19th century. Riverside towns all had busy wharves from which
country produce was sent to London, such as malt, meal and timber from Reading.

Tolls still had to be paid to millers and landowners at locks and for using towpaths, and also for
hiring horses or men for towing when the sail could not be used, and over shoals. Horses were
not often used for towing until the middle of the 18th century, probably because there were
plenty of destitute labourers available instead. These men were called halers and worked
barefoot, often up to their waists in water, pulling the heavy cables. Gangs of 60 to 80 men
could be required at flood times. Tow ropes for the barges were attached to the top of the
masts so that the cables were high enough to clear the water and any osier beds or other

obstructions.

The most commonly used craft for long distance carriage were the western barges, so called as
they plied upriver to the west of London. They carried a tall mast which could be
counterbalanced so that it was easy to lower it onto a prop when going under bridges. Long
heavy poles like punt poles, with V-shaped metal ends to grip the river bed, were used to keep
the barges away from shoals or when they were passing through flash locks. Where rowing was
necessary, long sweeps were used standing up. Barges had a single rectangular sail, some of
which were tall and narrow. On voyages to Oxford and beyond, the crew slept on board under a
tilt or awning of canvas over iron hoops in the stern. A hearth of brick or clay was provided for
warmth and cooking. At this time it generally took eight days going upstream to Lechlade, but
could take longer. Downstream from there to London usually took five days, helped by the
current and the prevailing westerly wind which enabled a greater use to be made of the sail.
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Manan Fallowfield

DATING VERNACULAR BUILDINGS: A TWO-DAY CONFERENCE
A conference organised by our Vice President, Dr Malcolm Airs, was held on 16 and 17 May
1992 at OUDCE, Rewley House, Oxford. Following his introduction, seven speakers discussed
the latest methods for dating vernacular timber-framed buildings.

The first speaker was Adrian Gibson, who described his work in Essex and the chronological
outline for Medieval timber-framed structures which he had been developing. This was
followed after lunch with a talk by Richard Harris of the Weald and Downland Open Air
Museum on the demolition and dating of buikings. He drew on his considerable experience in
recording and dismantling timber-framed structures and described some datable features
which might be revealed. The discussion wìs furthered by David Martin of the Rape of
Hastings Architectural Survey; he impressed everyone with their proficiency in dating
vernacular buildings in the south-east, often to within 20 years, solely through various datable
features. The first day's lectures were conclwied by Ruth Gibson of the Bedfordshire County
Council Conservation Department. She described recent work by the Henley Archaeological
and Historical Group on the dating of buildings in Henley and the Chilterns. Following a
general discussion during which standards of recording were debated, Gavin Simpson from the
Nottingham University Tree-Ring Dating LabOratory gave a very interesting talk on the
importation of timber and on their recent work in dating and identifying such material.
The second day began with a lecture by David Haddon-Reece, former Head of the
Archaeometry Section of the Ancient Monuments Laboratory, English Heritage.

The techniques and potential of tree-ring dating were explored in detail, and examples of the
success and drawbacks of dendrochronology were outlined. This was followed with a discussion
by Sarah Pearson of the RCHME on the use of this technique in a major project for dating
vernacular buildings in Kent. The last contribution was by Dr Nat Alcock of the Vernacular
Architecture Group, who described structural details from Warwickshire's timber-framed
buildings and their usefulness in dating. The conference concluded with a general discussion,
which compared the various techniques and explored areas of greatest potential.
Overall, the programme seemed to be well balanced, both with regard to the wide range of
techniques covered and their application by both professionals and local groups. This diversity
enabled the conference to reach a broad spectrum of people who went away with a better
knowledge and understanding of what dating buildings really means.

Dan Miles
THE WALLINGFORD BYPASS EXCAVATION: OPEN DAY

One bright Sunday afternoon in early May 1992, the general public was shown the results of an
excavation by the OAU prior to the construction of a bypass near Carmel College
outside Wallingford.
This had provided a rare opportunity to remove and date part of Grim's Ditch, a major linear
territorial boundary runmng from near Wallingford over the Chilterns and probably
terminating at Henley, thereby enclosing a large loop of the Thames. It consists of a large
prehistoric bank and ditch, probably Late Bronze Age in date, which was subsequently cut and
re-used in the Roman period. It lies on top of earlier traces of a field system which used the
'lazy bed' method of cultivation.

Medieval remains included a hearth pit from a brew house. There were traces of back yards or
gardens associated with Mongewell DMV, the depopulation of which perhaps began in the
early 14th century and possibly continued with the Black Death and its aftermath. During the
later Medieval period, Grim's Ditch was again re-used as a boundary.
In the 18th century, Capability Brown landscaped the area and restored the bank, creating a
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picturesque winding path between an avenue of three rows of beech trees. A monument was
erected and an extra bank was raised alongside the original bank.
An excavation had also been carried out a year earlier, prior to the designation of a site for a
new bridge. This revealed part of a very much earlier riverside settlement, including part of a
jetty structure or possibly a bridgè. The area between the river and the bank was where Jethro
Tull, the pioneer 18th century agriculturalist who lived at Crowmarsh Gifford, tried out his seed
drill. His grave is in Lower Basildon churchyard.

Margaret Westwood
BARROW FIELD AT GATEHAMPTON, GORING

Cynthia Graham Kerr
Machine trenching across Barrow Field, west of the railway at Gatehampton, was reported to
us by David Percival of Goring in early 1992. We then learned that Thames Water were
renewing four cables running from the pumping station near the railway embankment to bore
holes close to the River Thames. After hasty consultation with Mike Hall, Thames Water's
archaeologist, Tim Allen (OAU) obtained permission for SOAG to investigate the trenches.
We would like to thank Mick Keen and his assistant for being so helpful throughout, and those.
SOAG members who turned Out uncomplaining in appallingly wet and dirty conditions.

Strategy

The location of the cable trenches is shown in Fis. 1. The section revealed within the east side
of each narrow (0.5 m) trench and its linear 'spoil heap' were examined along its whole length
to the fence boundary of Barrow Field. Features in the sections were recorded on scale
drawings, and included buried river channels. The trenches were walked in 30 m lengths, from
south to north, and finds were bagged and recorded.
Judging from an aerial photograph at the Sites and Monuments Record, Oxford, Trench i
appeared to cut a linear cropmark feature (possibly part of a causewayed camp) and a large
barrow, the westernmost in the barrow cemetery at Gatehampton. Trenches 2 to 4 lay further
west and no archaeological features were known to exist in this area, although we noticed an
abundance of flints on the surface as we walked about the field. We were able to fieldwalk part
of the surface adjacent to the trenches, with good results.

Tim Allen supervised the recording of Trench i. There was insufficient funding for the OAU to
run a full-time watching brief and it was arranged that SOAG should continue the job and
record the remaining three trenches. However, the discovery of flints and an odd feature in
Trench 4 led to further recording by the OAU.
Two 20 m lengths, 3 m wide, were fieldwalked each side of Trench i beginning from the
southern end. Trenches 2 and 3 were measured off in 30 m lengths and fieldwalked along one
side for an approximate width of 3 m. Trench 4 was not walked as the ground adjacent had
been flattened by the JCB and subsequently became flooded.

Trench

i

Interesting lengths of the section were cleaned by trowel and recorded by a member of
the OAU.
Pottery, flints and potboilers were found in a dark area of the section during trowelling,
including Roman and Saxon pot. This dark soil was probably a Saxon midden deposit, lying on
top of one of the silted-up channels which cross the site. A full section was drawn of the dark
fill and soil samples were taken.
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Fig. 1. Map of the Gatehampton area.

Two sections, 12 m long, were drawn of the barrow where it was cut by Trench 1. The barrow
ditch was located on the north side and contained a small cremation; no trace of the barrow
ditch was found on the south side. Several other pits were recorded inside the barrow ditch, but
there were no finds.

In conjunction with recording the trench sections, Tim Allen and members of SOAG made a
contour survey of the barrow by Trench 1.

Trench 2
The 'ditches' or silted-up channels revealed in the section were cleaned by trowel and
recorded on scale drawings as before. Finds were recorded and a sudden soil change to the
north was noted.

Trench 3
This trench was recorded in 30 m lengths as before and was also found to contain
buried channels.

Ten SOAG members turned out on a wet weekend to fleidwalk the eastern side in the usual 30
X 3 m lengths and a heavy scatter of flints, potboilers, tile and a little pottery was recovered.
One find of particular interest was a piece of Medieval encaustic floor tile (Fig. 2), found by
Philip Turner towards the north end. This was keyed at the back and about 2 cm thick; the
pattern was in white clay on a blackish unglazed (or worn) background. This tile fragment was
compared with others from Goring church and now displayed in the vestry. It is completely
different and is unlikely to have been rubbish from the church cast out onto the fields.
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Trench 4

There were noticeably fewer 'ditches' or channels in this trench and a large deposit of dark
clayey loam was recorded for several 30 m lengths.
A scatter of worked flints was found in this clayey material (beginning 136.3 m from the south
end), which surrounded a feature containing a heap of burnt stones mixed with flints and
charcoal. This was drawn and photographed. It was thought to be a pit or a hearth, but when
the stones were removed there was nothing further and it may have been a posthole.

A number of flakes and tools, including blades and scrapers, and many potboilers were found in
both sides of the trench.

b

Fig. 2.

Medieval encaustic floor tile.

Conclusions
The whole assemblage of finds, excluding the Medieval tile, was washed and bagged ready for
Andy Brown (the OAU specialist) to examine them. He has now identified them as of Middle
Bronze Age date (c.1500 BC). This is a period not significantly represented in the earlier
excavations in this area, so this investigation has made an important contribution to the
knowledge of the prehistory of Gatehampton.
We shall continue to keep a watching brief and perhaps carry out further work in this area if
the opportunity arises.

A 13TH CENTURY WIND-EYE' AT ASTON TIRROLD

Dan Miles

The modern word window is derived from the Old Norse word 'vindauga' meaninga wind-eye,
small
while the Anglo-Saxon 'eag-thyrl' translates as eye-hole. Both forms suggest
had
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15-18
church at Witton-by-Waisham, Norfolk, where
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positioned immediately below the eaves. Another, albeit larger, example reputed to be 11th
century in date is in Odda's Chapel, Deerhurst, Gloucestershire, and consists of a 5 cm thick
oak plank, again set in the masoniy of the wall, which was pierced by a small round-arched
opening. While none of these examples have any evidence of either glazing or shutter
arrangements, contemporary miniatures from the 13th to 14th centuries often show more
elaborate windows as having top, or harr-hung, shutters which were either propped or hooked
open when light was required. During the succeeding centuries the 'wind-eyes' evolved into
the more sophisticated framed mullioned windows which we are familiar with in surviving
timber-framed Medieval buildings, but which have little in common with their earlier origins.
However, an important transitionary example of early fenestration has been found in Aston
Tirrold, south Oxfordshire. The Cottage in Aston Street (SU 556858) is a multi-phase
building, the earliest part being the western wing which has been dated through
dendrochronology to 1286. This is a two-storied chamber block and, although the first floor
was removed as late as the 1930s, at least one 13th century joist remains in situ under the
original stair landing. In a national context, the west wing is one of the earliest two-storied
timber-framed chamber blocks with all four walls intact, and it retains many interesting
original features including some lath and daub panels and the remains of two windows (2). The
more important window architecturally is the primary window at the western end, which is a
sophisticated composition consisting of a pair of two-light openings with evidence for
moulded and chamfered jambs and a carved headboard. However, the more interesting window
typologically is a small secondary 'wind-eye' which, although simpler, is by far the more,
unusual.

During work in 1992 by the writer to conserve a large primary lath and daub panel to the
eastern half of the north wall, a small area of infili daub, 32 cm below the underside of the wall
plate, was revealed during the careful removal of later renderings by archaeologist Andy
Richmond. The removal of this infili revealed a small quatrefoiled 'wind-eye' cut out of a 15
cm solid plank of oak which measured 23 cm high by 38 cm wide, and nailed to the outside of
the vertical staves. Around the plank externally, riven oak laths were nailed and a lime/chalk
daub was applied to a thickness of 11 cm, finishing flush with the inside faces of the staves and
externally forming a slightly bevelled reveal measuring approximately 22 cm square. Centred

Fig.
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1.

The 'wind-eye' opening (see text for details).

(Drawing by Faith Pewtress.

)

within this was a pointed quatrefoiled opening set within a 185 cm diameter circle which,
together with the horizontal and vertical setting-out axes, had been scribed into the external
face of the plank. The arris of the opening was finishéd with a fine 8 mm hollow with a quirk
similar to the setting-out lines, while internally the opening was finished with a plain 6 mm
flat chamfer (Fig. 1).

However, what was more remarkable was the discoveiy internally of the major portion of the
original top or harr-hung shutter in situ, with wooden ears or pintels let into sockets in the
inside of the staves and retained by a small cleat of riven oak lath, the edges being bevelled and
each nailed top and bottom to the staves. This flap originally covered the whole of the inside of
the opening and when opened would have been hooked or restrained to the underside of the
wall plate.

Although most light to the first floor chamber came through the larger western window, the
small 'wind-eye' in the north wall may have given some supplementary light to the eastern end
of the chamber, at the top of the landing of the original stairs or ladder. While the existing
primary lath and daub panel at the east end of the chamber block clearly never had a similar
openIng, the other panels to the north and south walls were renewed after 1500 and it is
possible that there may have been another example in one of these.
Alternatively, the opening may have been used as a squint to keep watch on the front door to
the north wing below, assuming this was its original position. Sometime in the Medieval period
the 'wind-eye' evidently outlived its usefulness and was sealed with laths nailed over the
opening externally and the whole, including the shutter, was encased in a similar daub of chalk
and lime. It probably lay hidden for almost half a millenium until its chance discovery.

The importance of this small window cannot be over-emphasized: it is the earliest, and
perhaps the only, example of such a feature found in a timber-framed building anywhere in
the country. Apart from the above-mentioned examples in stone-walled buildings, the only
possible parallel known in a timber-framed building is at William Russel's House, 9 Queen
Street, Salisbury. Here, dated by association to c.1314, is a small, open trefoiled roundel set in
the spandrel of a corner wall-brace, just below the wall plate. There is, however, no visible
evidence for a shutter internally (3).
Needless to say, few early timber-framed houses survive, and of those which do even fewer
retain any original infill panels. As the example above clearly demonstrates, the removal of the
infill panels would completely destroy any evidence of such forms of fenestration. Through the
discovery at Aston Tirrold, we now know that such forms of lighting were possible, and this now
opens up a whole new range of possibilities in early buildings which hitherto appeared to be
almost wholly without light.
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SOME LOST OR ABANDONED CHURCHES IN SOUTh OXFORDSHIRE

Martin Horswell
Our local district is not without its quota of church buildings which are either complete but no
longer in regular use, are in ruins, or have disappeared completely. The following flotes refer to
Anglican places of worship only; there are also an appreciable number of Nonconformist
chapels no longer in use as such, some of which have been converted to dwellings or for other
purposes.

st

James, Bixbrand

Visitors to the Warburg Nature Reserve in Bix Bottom approach it by way of a narrow lane
leading away from Middle Assendon. As they approach the beginning of the reserve lands they
will see an ivy-clad ruin in a field on the left-hand side. If curiosity gets the better of them,
they will approach it and discover that it is in fact the ruins of a small church.
At the time of Domesday there were two Bbc manors; what is now Bixbrand seems to have been
the larger. The first mention of a church is in 1237 when the manor was held by Sir Robert
Brand, later passing into the hands of Thomas Stonor, the noted lawyer and judge who was
buried in Dorchester Abbey. Cassey's Directory of c.1868 refers only to Bixbrand as a parish.
The church is described as a small building with a tiled roof and wooden belfiy, standing in a
field surrounded by a quickset hedge. J.H. Parker's Ecclesiastical and architectural topography
of England (Oxon) of 1850 says it is a small, poor church consisting of chancel and nave with a
wooden beilcote on the west gable.

The walls are Norman and some of the small Norman windows remain. The chancel arch is
small round-headed Norman, and has a squint on each side of it almost as large as the arch
but not continued to the ground and now blocked up. This narrow chancel arch is interesting. In
Saxon times this was often little wider than a good-sized door, as is this one. Utter changes in
the liturgy called for alterations into what is seen as the more usual wider form. Another good
Saxon example is in the well-known church of St Laurence at Bradford-on-Avon, Wiltshire.

There is an existing photograph of the church taken in 1875, at which time it was still complete.
But Kelly's Directory of 1887 tells us that only the walls then remained. Apparently it had been
unroofed and abandoned in 1875, shortly after the photograph was taken, and in that year a
new St James' church was built on Bix Common. By this time the village of Bixbrand seems to
have entirely disappeared, but no records exist of how or when. Perhaps it was as the result of
plague or, more likely, the inhabitants simply drifted away elsewhere.
A word of warning: the remains of the church in their present state are in a very dangerous
condition and should not be entered.
St Michael, Bix Gybwyn
Bix Gybwyn was the other Bbc Domesday manor and possessed its own church standing
somewhere on the hill above; like many other hill churches it was dedicated to St Michael. Just
where it stood is quite unknown; one source says it was by a yew tree near the high road - but
which high road? There are several roads leading to the present Bix village from the Assendon

valley, beyond the end of the Fair Mile out of Henley.
st

James, Bbc

The present church of St James was opened in September 1875, having been erected at a cost
of about £2400 defrayed by the Earl of Macclesfield, who had held the gift of the living of the
old Bixbrand church. Within it are two panels of 16th centuiy stained glass taken from the old
church and believed to be Flemish in origin. They are described in detail in Oxoniensia 52
(1987): 198ff.
St

John Baptist, Mongewell

It seems a little unlikely to find a Christian church within the grounds of an important Jewish
college, but such is the situation of St John Baptist, Mongewell, placed in a romantic setting on
the banks of the Thames within what is now Carmel College, a little to the south of Crowmarsh.
It was originally a small Norman church; before its erection the people of Mongewell were
obliged to use Nuffield church for burials, at least in 1184. It was the property of Bishop Shute
Barrington, who in 1791 had it remodelled in Gothic style, possibly by James Wyatt. In 1880 the
chancel was 'Normanised' but somewhat later the parish was joined to Ipsden and the church
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abandoned. Today only the chancel remains intact and has retained the original Norman
windows to the side walls. A report in 1929 commented that all the seats had gone, the roof
rafters showed in places and dust and cobwebs held sway. Today little remains but the broken
down walls of the nave, which are maintained by the Redundant Churches Fund.

There is no difficulty in gaining access via the main drive of Carmel College, which is also a
public footpath leading eventually to the church.
st

Mary, Neiiham Murren

This church lies between Mongewell and Crowmarsh, from where a footpath may be followed
to the site. It is essentially Norman, of which the doorway and chancel arch remain, together
with a number of Early English lancets. A brass to Letitia Barnard (1593) is scarred by a Civil
War bullet mark from the siege of Wallingford in 1646.
It was declared redundant in 1973 and vested in the Redundant Churches Fund.

Bolney

Bolney parish (between Harpsden and Shiplake) was united with Harpsden in March 1453/4.
The church stood in the grounds of Bolney Court and is said once to have been a monastic cell
to Westminster Abbey. Remains were still standing in 1722, having been turned into a
labourer's cottage. A stone coffin and lid were dug up in 1757 with a crumbling skeleton inside.
Another coffin with crude carving was found in 1852. So far as is known no traces now survive.
At the time of the union of the parishes, Bolney Court was occupied by John Elmes.
Presumably he did not approve of his new parish, for he built the St Leonard's chapel in St
Mary's parish church in Henley as a chantry for his family; he died in 1460.
st

Mary's Priory, Goring

The date of establishment of the priory is uncertain, but is estimated to have been in the late
12th century. It is uncertain whether the nuns followed the rule of St Benet or St Austin or
indeed how large the community was. At the Dissolution its assets were valued at £13.13.4 d.
The site lay to the south of the parish church of St Thomas of Canterbury, but by the beginning
of the 18th century practically all traces had been obliterated. All that can now be seen above
ground are, on the outside of the south wall of the church, the corbels which supported the roof
of the priory cloister which stood against this wall. The site was excavated in 1892/3 by Percy G.
Stone, who published his findings immediately afterwards in Goring, Oxon, its church and
priory.

MEDIEVAL MASONS' MARKS

Cynthia Graham Kerr
A number of masons' marks was found among a heap of assorted Medieval masomy recently
discovered in an old garden at Mapledurham. They were evidently a 'job lot', bought originally,
perhaps, to make a rockery and then forgotten. Some of the stones had been carved as part of
architectural features and some carried more than one mason's mark (Fig. lA). The owner was
in the process of laying the stones to make garden paths around a sundial centrepiece; other
stones were still lying buried in the shrubbery.

SOAG obtained the owner's permission to record the stones before they were incorporated into
the paths and the marks hidden. We had first consulted John Steane, Environmental Officer at
Woodstock Museum, who visited Mapledurham and examined the stones with us. He
encouraged our recording and contacted the owner on our behalf: we are grateful to both of
them for enabling this project to take place.
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Masons' marks: A) several marks on a carved stone, B) marks recorded at
Mapledurham.
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The garden belongs to the old vicarage, opposite the church, but although we looked carefully
at the present church stonework, it was not obviously related to the masomy fragments
although they may have been dumped in the garden at some point during alterations in the
past.
The stones

Nearly all the stone was oolitic limestone although there were, interestingly, several pieces of
carved clunch which is used locally but usually only in sheltered locations as it weathers badly.
Some pieces were of a red sandstone which does not occur naturally in the area. A few pieces
had been burned or fire-reddened.

The stones include valuable examples of Medieval carving. Some of the more notable
fragments included a scalloped capital still attached to the top of a column, a piece of column
with a chevron pattern and a column fragment with ribbed decoration and a chevron design on
it: these were all Norman. There were numerous fragments of door jambs and vertical pieces
from window frames, and a piece of very ornamental cornice which perhaps came from a tomb.
The fragments range in date from the 12th or possibly late 11th century, up to the 15th or early
16th century.
The marks
We have not been able to trace any references to masons' marks in the literature. All the
different types found were recorded (Fig. lB). These appear to vary according to the skill (and
perhaps seniority) of the mason: quite a number consist ofjust two or three simple lines gouged
quickly with a tool. A figure resembling the number 4 seemed to be popular, with variations,
and some were very elaborate with hidden meanings, no doubt, in every line. Initials occur, and
also Roman numerals. Each man seems to have had his own mark as a personal trademark, to
idéntify stones from the chisel of a particular mason: quality control was important in the
Middle Ages. Other marks indicate where a stone was to be mortared onto an adjoining one
(Fig. 2).

The pieces are not necessarily related to each other and may represent a collection of
unwanted stones bought from a building or architectural firm, perhaps specialising in the
restoration of ancient buildings. Or maybe a Victorian vicar took a fancy to them when so many
local churches were being 'modernised'. It is probable, although it cannot be established, that
they came from church buildings in south Oxfordshire.

A HISTORICAL LANDSCAPE

Pat Preece
One day, when Mary Kift, Manan Fallowfield and I were exploring the old parish of
Caversham, we went to an area near Dysons Wood. On the Tithe Award map of 1845 the field
we set out to explore was called Great Appledon. We approached it along a narrow footpath
between houses and gardens on the east side of the field (Fig. 1). There was a hedge on one
side with an average species count of 8.5, including crab apple, wild plum, field maple and
dogwood.
In the field itself, the upper or east side had a lynchet with several old oaks among a scatter of
trees with a pit at the south end, probably for gravel extraction. The south side of the field had
a huge lynchet with a few coppiced ash and a crab apple tree. The west side had another
lynchet which was surmounted by a short hedge with six species, including spindle and
dogwood. On the north side there was a small wood (Appledon Copse) which had a surviving
coppiced beech, old oaks and assorted trees including a crab apple. This was edged by a bank
on the south side. Some traces of.narrow ridge and furrow could be detected, the ridge 8 ft (2.4
m) wide and the furrow 2 ft (0.6 m) wide, probably due to relatively modern ploughing on this
very steep field.
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Part of the old parish of Caversham.
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the strips or closes held by the tenant may have been in the same locality as Appledore close
and simply took their name from it. A virgate, incidentally, is approximately 30 acres ( 12. 1 ha).
Other tenants in the same survey held ' i close called Appuldores 5 acres' and ' i acre in
Appuldurst' which may have been a strip.
Although the name is spelled differently, Appledore must equate with Appledon. Not only were
the lands held by these tenants in the same area but we must allow for differences of
pronunciation over the centuries. The name itself, according to Margaret Gelling (3), is Old
English/Saxon, Apuldor meaning appletree. This is interesting because of the presence of
surviving crab apple trees. On the other side (Fig. 1) are fields called Great and Little Pumish
on the Tithe Award map of 1845; in the survey of 1552 (4) these appear as Pomeslande,
probably from the French pomme for apple. Is it possible that a Norman owner, hearing the
area referred to as 'appleland', called that field by the French name?
In an Inquisition of 1306 (5) there is reference to two Caversham tenants:

Richard atte Appledore, who had a tenement, and Matilda atte Appuldore, who lived in a
cottage. At that time names often denoted where people lived. The impression is that the name
Appledore was applied to a whole locality possibly with a small hamlet, just as Emmer Green
was a part of Caversham. Where the hamlet might have been is now debatable. Was it where
the present houses are at the top of the hill or was it in the valley on the old track way? An area
of rough ground near the sharp bend next to the copse is a possible site.

Other fields in the area which seem to have ancient names are Hither and Farther Hoe Land.
Gelling says Hoh in Old English meant heel or a piece of sharply projecting land, which could
describe the shape of this area (Fig. 1). The earliest reference to these fields is in the 1845
Tithe Award map but they may not have been owned by the manor of Caversham. Bar Croft is
mentioned in 1552 as pasture and may have derived its name from the Old English Beam,
meaning woodland, as it is next to Dysons Wood, or possibly Baer, Old English for swine
pasture (presumably in woodland) (6).
At an earlier date we had examined the lanes in this area, which also appear to be veiy old
although no reference to them could be found. They are deep, narrow and winding and their
hedges suggest they are ancient. In Dysons Wood Lane, the south hedge (see (a) in Fig. 1) has
an average count of 6.5, with sections of eight and ten species including spindle, dogwood and
field maple, and a large spreading bank. The north hedge (b) also has an average count of 6.5
with one stretch of twelve and some indicator species present. The east hedge (c) has an
average count of six species, discounting two sections of two where the hedge looked as if it had
been damaged, possibly by burning. The west hedge (d) also has an average of six species; in
both east and west hedge spindle, dogwood and field maple are present. In the lane from
Shipnells to Tanners Farm the average count on the west side (e) was 6.5 with two sections of
eight and nine. On the east side (t) the average count was eight with five sections of nine and
one of 1 1 species, with spindle in four and hornbeam, field maple, dogwood and wayfaring tree
also present.

The general impression that we gained, both from the landscape and from the field names, is
that this may be a piece of surviving Saxon landscape.
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THE FLUDGERS AND FLUDGERS WOOD

Pat Preece
On the hill north-east of Weliplace Farm, between Ipsden and Nuffield and just across a field
from Homer Farm, is Fludgers Wood. Names in the landscape ending with 's' are usually those
of people, for example, Hammonds Farm and Wood, Browns Wood and Wroxhills Wood.
These are the names of Medieval families; so who were the Fludgers?

The first reference to the family was in 1727, when a Henry Fludger was mayor of Wallingford.
He was a tanner and in 1727 onwards he was buying bark from the Allnutt charity woods (1).
He must have been a prosperous and eminent citizen of Wallingford to have been selected as
mayor at that time, and he was mayor again in 1741, 1748 and 1759. William Fludger, who may
have been his son, was mayor in 1768. One of the Fludgers was also a timber merchant as a 'Mr
Fludger' was buying oak from the charity in 1759 (2).
In 1743, a William Fludger, also described as a tanner, took part in a transference of land in
Checkendon (3).

Whether the family originated in Brightwell is not known, but a Thomas Fludger of that village,
in his will of 1759, left money and land to his son William and his grandson Henry (4). Without
going into the ramifications of the family, it becomes obvious that Henry and William were
family names which is rather confusing. In this will it seems that the Fludgers were related by
marriage to the Blackalls of Braziers Farm in Checkendon. Henry Fludger was one of the
trustees of Ann Blackall of Braziers in 1769 (5). It is made clear in an 1817 will of Henry
Fludger that he is also related to the Massingberds, who held Little Stoke manor, and one of
the witnesses to the will was John Hedges who owned Wallingford Castle (6). The Fludgers had
achieved the title of 'gentleman' by this time and Henry left £100,000: he was a millionaire by
modern standards. He left a great deal of property, inc1udin some in the parishes of St Johns
and St Leonards in Wallingford, but unfortunately there is no clue to the location of the
tannery.

Fig. 1. William Fludger's signature in 1769.

Tanners and timber merchants prospered in the 18th and early 19th centuries when there was
an increase in road traffic, which required leather saddlery, and a demand for timber for
shipbuilding. The Napoleonic Wars also created a demand for leather belts and other
accoutrements. The price of both oak and bark reached their highest level around 1800, and the
Fludgers probably profited from these demands.
Having established who the Fludgers were, what was their connection with the wood? The first
clue is found in 1765, when a 'Mr Fludger' was paying £1.4s for tithes for 'his woods' in Hailey
(7). It seems possible that the wood may have been acquired by the Fludgers in the first half of
the 18th century when their tanning and timber business was developing. They sold it in 1802,
according to a note among the Hedges estate papers: '1802 land and wood ground with timber
thereon near Birons Hill in Ipsden. Estimated 20 acres. Great part was wood and residue
arable, formerly called Leydons wood, Long Close and Highfields and bought of Henry Fludger
£425. The use of John Alinatt in fee' (8).
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There seems little doubt that this is Fludgers Wood because the Leydons abuts it and the size is
approximately the same. (Measurements of woods could vary at this time according to whether
the customary, woodland or statutoiy perch was used, these all being different lengths.) No field
names similar to Long Close or Highfìelds can be found in the Tithe Award but by then they
may have been incorporated into the wood.
The wood was sold in 1802, but to whom? John Alinatt was renting it, possibly to cut and sell
the coppice. No clue could be found until the Tithe Award of 1848 (9), when it was listed as
belonging to Alinatt and Wells Co. Ltd. The next reference is a wood account along with others
in the Hedges papers, dated 1850 and headed 'The Wallingford bank account'. The wood was
then being managed by William Sarney who was probably a timber merchant. A William
Sarney, described as a gentleman and of Hymer [?Highmoor] Hall, was a trustee with William
Fludger (10) so this Sarney may be a relative. It seems likely that Sarney started managing the
wood in 1850 because one of the items in the account is the purchase of a book for is,
presumably to begin keeping the accounts or records.
In the account it shows that there was a fir plantation:
'Sold i30 ft of fir @ 6d per ft
Sold the fir faggots
For cutting 130 ft of fir timber and making 35 faggots
For selling the fir timber and faggots at is in the L
For measuring the fir

£3.Ss
6s
5s
3s 6d

is'

Other than fir there was beech and oak, as he was selling 'sraging' faggots. These are shoots that
are trimmed or shragged off the trunks of tall timber, trees that are grown closely together so
they are drawn up to the light and produce long lengths of timber. Shragging was practised in
the Oxfordshire Chilterns until the 1950s.
Sarney and presumably a companion went to Wallingford to deliver the account and sell the
timber: 'Wm Sarney share of journey to Wallingford and expenses 3s 6d' (this note is found at
the bottom of every annual account). Another expense noted is: 'For looking after the wood £2'.
In all the accounts there were references to beech, for example in 1864: 'Pd for cutting 92 ids 20
ft of beach in Fludgers Shaw at 7d per load £2.14s id. This was a great quantity of beech, which
had 25 cu. ft to the load unlike other timber that had 50 cu. ft. It is probable that in this period
of the 19th century they were selling beech to chair leg turners.

The annual accounts make it clear that the wood was being meticulously managed with banking
and ditching, ivy cutting and the repair of a wood gate: '3 oak spars i i ft 6 ins = 4 x I in/ i head
4 ft = 3 x Z ins/4 oak pins/37 gate nails'. It seems as if this was a solid gate. The repair was
carried out by John Willis of Nettlebed who is described as carpenter, joiner and wheelwright.
-

-

The heading of that first account is interesting. Did the Wallingford bank own the wood and
was the bank owned by Alinatt and Wells? In the History of Wallingford (il) it is stated that
Wallingford had its own bank, owned by a consortium of local traders and prominent
townsmen, from the early i9th century until it was taken over in the 1920s.
In 1853 the wood was called Fletchers Shaw, as it is in the 1848 Tithe Award (Fig. 2); any
person who has an unusual surname will have come across this phenomenom In a note dated
1852 there is a rough diagram of 'Fletchers Shaw' together with: 'Orner [Homer] Farm sold to
W.J. Dodd/near Weliplace/right of road to Weliplace the bottom way from Fletchers
Shaw/Sarney thinks worth £20 an acre'.

In i856 J.K. Hedges of Wallingford Castle bought Fludgers Shaw for £368.8s 7d and he had two
valuations made, the first of 'Fletchers Shaw' by George Hope: '21 acres i rood i7 perches at
£iO.i3s 6d an acre'. Whether this was to buy or to let is not clear. The next valuation was in
1858 by Edward Franklin of 'Ascott': 'Fludgers Shaw commonly known as The Bank wood
21 acres i rood 17 perches, land and timber worth £645'. Hedges must have thought he had a
bargain!

...
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Fig. 2. Fletchers Shaw from the 1848 Tithe Award map.
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w.J. Dodd of Homer Farm offered to buy the wood in 1858 but he did not offer enough. Dodd
farmed a great deal of land in Checkendon and has an impressive tomb in Checkendon
churchyard.
In 1889 J.K. Hedges was considering selling the wood and Ramsbotham of Weilpiace was
offering to buy it for £800 to complete his land-holding. Sarney wrote a letter to Hedges in the
same year, saying he thinks 'that the light dry chalky soil was the cause of trees dying in
Fludgers Shaw and it is because birch died that larch was planted'. The wood was not sold then
because in April 1900 there was a letter from Hedges saying that the oak from Fludgers Shaw
should be sold quickly as the prices were high and 'the season well advanced'. There is no
further reference so the wood may have been sold after this date.

Mary Kift, Manan Fallowfield and I have thoroughly explored Fludgers Wood, as it is now
called (Fig. 3). We considered the southern part to be the oldest and probably the original
Leydons Wood. Here there are many indicator species present including bluebells in profusion,
and the banks are wider and more rounded in section. The banks surrounding the northern part
are narrower and more pointed and although dogs mercury is abundant there are no bluebells,
suggesting that this may have been the area that was originally arable. Despite the references to
fir (which may have been larch), veiy little was found and the wood now consists mainly of tall
beech with a few oaks interspersed. Some whitebeam and cherry were found and some new
mixed planting had taken place. The projecting part of the older wood has some quite old hazel
stools which may have provided some of the faggots sold. The wood has been extended,
possibly in this centuzy. The north-western extension seemed very new and contained young
conifers; the south-western extension had been planted with beech, possibly 40-50 years ago
to coincide with the tent peg makers who were probably using the beech during the 1939-45
war. Two sawpits were found but others may have been hidden by brambles. The sawpits may
have been used by the pegers as they contained relatively little debris; it is felt that they would
have contained more leaf litter if they had not been used since the time of the chair leg turners.

The wood with its several names has finally perpetuated that of the Fludgers. They will go down
to posterity both as mayors of Wallingford and as owners of a piece of the English landscape.
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CLAY PIPES FROM WOODCOTE

Cynthia Graham Kerr
A collection of clay pipe bowls and stems from the garden of Three Bears, Green Lane,
Woodcote, was kindly loaned to SOAG for recording by the owners, Mr and Mrs Goldsmith.

There are two adjacent cottages in Green Lane, thatched and half-timbered, and dating to the
16th to 18th centuries. Their gardens originally stretched back into woodland now owned by the
water authorities. The whole area is full of 'humps and bumps' owing to the clay pits which were
dug there in the 19th centuiy and there were kiins where the bus station is now situated. Many
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A selection of clay pipes from Woodcote.

(g)

local people worked at the kiins, which produced coarse ware such as drainpipes. The former
inhabitants of the Green Lane cottages, and who presumably smoked these pipes, may have
worked at the kiins and it would be interesting to know if other pipes have been found in the
vicinity of the bus station.

Method

The pipes were sorted into complete bowls, bowl fragments, and stem fragments: marked
stems, stems with spurs, thick stems (over i cm in diameter), long stems (over 8 cm remaining),
mouthpieces and others; and were counted and weighed (Table 1). All the marked stems were
recorded, as were all the bowls sufficiently intact to show the design on them.
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Analysis of the Woodcote pipe collection.

Stems

Out of 18 marked pieces, 11 were made at Wallingford: these all had a trailing design of leaves
and the name 'Wallingford' moulded on one side (Fig. li). Another had 'J Cleever' or 'Gleever'
marked in a cartouche, but this name could not be found in Oswald's list (1), the nearest being
T. Cleever of Cambridge (1850). One stem was marked simply 'ETON', and three others just
showed a continuation of the rustic bowl design.
Seven stems comprised mouthpieces: three slender ones were just cut off at the end, three had
a raised edge, and one was oval in section.

Among the other stem fragments were 30 examples of the thick 17th century stems, 173 bits and
pieces of varying sizes and lengths, including a ribbed piece, and 12 long thin ones all over 8 cm
in length and all much the same size.

Fifteen stem fragments retained the spur at the base of the bowl but further identification was
not possible as the initials on some of the spurs were very abraded (Fig. 1k). One had a tiny
trademark on the spur, like a trident but hardly discernible. The oddest one (Fig. 1h) had a
triangular piece on top, pierced with a hole, and what looked like a moulded knot underneath
in place of a plain spur. This may possibly have been a 'souvenir' or fancy pipe with the hole
intended for suspension. The rest had plain or abraded spurs.
Bowls

There were several examples of the 19th century ribbed type of pipe bowl. Two of these and
another fragment were very similar with garlands round the top; both had 'H' or 'I' on the left
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side of the spur and appeared to be from the same mould (Fig. le). Two more and a fragment
were vezy similar, with moulded leaves down the front and alternate ribs and stripes, and 'H-B'
on. the spur. This mark could represent one of several 19th century manufacturers, H. Baker of
Winchester being perhaps the nearest possibility. Other ribbed bowls included one which is
incomplete with about 2 cm of stem: it had a spur without initials, leaves up the front and back
and a narrow rim. Another fragmentaiy bowl with this design was noted, and a similar one
varied in having a tiny asterisk moulded on the spur.

A particularly nice specimen had a moulded feather back and front along the mould lines, a
shield with a diagonal trellis design on the sidés and a short uninitialled spur (see cover); could
this represent a school or college?

One intriguing bowl was a miniature with a basket design and a moulded swirl coming from the
stem and no spur (Fig. 1f). This pipe was not circular in section and it had been squeezed or
squashed before firing. A tiny piece of metal like a nail was sticking out of the rim and the hole
in the stem almost came through onto the surface. This may have been made by an apprentice
and/or may have been a 'bubble pipe'.
Two fragmentary bowls were of particular interest: one was an angler's pipe as it was covered
with moulded fish scales; the other was the front half of an 'acorn' bowl with a stippled acorn
cup base and sprays of oak leaves on a finely-scored background (see cover). It is quite a
small bowl, only 2.5 cm high, and may have been made by Southorns of Broseley.

Finally, among the fancy bowls, there is a splendid head of a military gentleman with swathed
turban and a badge in front and all his features, complete with a large moustache (Fig. 1g). He
has a spur (under his chin) but no initials. This probably dates from the late 19th century when
such 'character' pipes were popular.

Victorian pipes predominate and there are fewer of the earlier, undecorated pipe bowls. The
later ones of these have long spurs (Fig. id): one is preserved with half its bowl and 12 cm of
stem, has moulded leaves up the front of an otherwise plain and quite small bowl, and dates to
around 1840-70. Among the later plain bowls are two made by John Norris of Reading
(1828-39), with a small neat 'J-N' on the spur (Fig. ic). Another John Norris pipe with a
slightly larger spur (also marked J-N) and a more upright bowl would seem to be more recent.
Quite different is the Broseley type of the 1720s, with a longish rounded spur and
forward-bulging bowl which has a pleasant sheen (Fig. lb).

Earlier pipes have shorter broader spurs (2). Two fragments almost fit together and this pipe(s)
has a small squarish spur and dates perhaps to the 1700s. The only bowl representing the
1660-80 period is a stoutly-made forward-slanting one with a flat foot; the bulging bowl is
rouletted round the rim and it has a very thick stem (Fig. la). It was made when tobacco had
become cheaper and long 'smokes' were in demand. The oldest bowl in the collection is a
battered, barely recognisable fragment of 1640-60, judging from its size, with no trace of spur
or stem left.
Kiins

The site of the Wallingford clay pipe kiln is unknown. There was a kiln which had 'clay for
works' somewhere in the neighbourhood of the Norman Knight pub, but this made mostly
bricks and its exact site has not been located. There was also a kiln in Crowmarsh where clay
pipes were made and where the name 'Holmes' is associated with pipemakers.
Acknowledgements
am grateful to Mr and Mrs Goldsmith for the loan of the pipes and to their son who had made
a preliminary attempt to classify them. Thanks are also due to those members of the
Wallingford Archaeological Society who helped my research into the Wal!ingford kilns.
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ONE, TWO, THREE

Maiy KIR

There have been three bridges spanning the Thames at Caversham including the present one,
all crossing the river at the same place.
The first written record of a bridge at Caversham is found in a document dated 1231, which
mentions the Abbot of Reading and William Marshall, 2nd Earl of Pembroke. These two great
men were responsible for its erection.
Twice Henry III gave gifts of royal oaks from Windsor Forest to make shingles for the roof of
the little chapel of St Anne, already on the bridge in 1231. He also ordered the Keeper of
Windsor Forest 'to deliver to Andrew, Sergeant of Cavresham, one good oak to make a boat for
ferrying poor people over the water of Cavresham' (Close Roll, Henry III, M9). His interest in
this crossing at Caversham may have stemmed from visits to the manor there, for William
Marshall, ist Earl of Pembroke, was regent during his minority. Perhaps as a young lad, Henry
had come to this hunting lodge in the Oxfordshire countryside to enjoy holidays hunting and
hawking. If the crossing was then by ford or feriy, he must have realised that a bridge across the
Thames would make life a great deal easier for him and his retinue on such occasions, and
indeed for the local populace too.

The place chosen for this first bridge was in a part of the river where there were several islands
and the buttresses of more than one arch were built on these natural foundations. It was a great
feat of engineering for its time and the bridge became famous as a crossing place. In 13 14 it was
referred to as 'the great bridge'.
Early in the Civil War the old bridge, then already 400 years old, was partly demolished as an
act of self-protection for the town of Reading. This crossing was so important to both sides in
the conflict that it actually changed hands three times, causing the demolition of many houses
in the area. The 'Fight for Caversham Bridge' on 25 April 1643 was probably the most savage of
the three assaults, when men fell 'like fruit in a strong wind'. Although the bridge was destroyed
at the southern end, a drawbridge was placed there to enable people on the Oxfordshire side of
the Thames to reach the market in Reading, both to sell and buy goods whenever the fighting
moved away from the area and peace resumed.

After the Civil War was over the old bridge was never again in a veiy safe condition and many
disasters occurred because of its dangerous state. In the account book of St Peter's church,
Caversham, it states that Richard Betteridge Was paid to watch the bridge 'on account of its
being impassable by flood'. In spite of such precautions, accidents happened and in i812 the
Reading Mercury reported 'On Wednesday, May 2, the body of a carter named Barefoot,
residing in Caversham, was taken out of the river. This poor man, it is supposed, fell into the
Thames in passing over Caversham Bridge, the great part of the parapet being in ruins level
with the ground'.
However, the old bridge was to continue in use even though it was 'so narrow that no two
vehicles can pass at once and that over every pier triangular spaces have been devised for the
safety of foot passengers' (Mary Mitford, i859, Recollections of a literary lif).

Then ten years later in 1869 everything changed. By that time the railway was well-established
in Reading and the town was increasing in population. Caversham, too, was expanding rapidly
and Mr Crawshay, the Welsh iron master who was 1ivin at Caversham Park, saw that a new
bridge was a necessity. Therefore, in 1869, the old crossing was replaced by a new one made
entirely of iron.
Perhaps the most exciting event during the erection of the second bridge was the removal, en
masse, of the feriyman's cottage. On 29 January 1869, Waterman Piper's home, a three-storey
building, was moved to a new site using a recently developed American technique. This was
achieved successfully and Old Man Piper, as he;was called, and all his family were supposed to
have remained inside throughout the whole operation. No doubt most of Caversham turned out
to watch the event and perhaps expected the worst. There is no mention of the family
remaining bravely inside the house in the account of this exciting happening in the Reading
Çhronicle for 3 1 January 1869, but it definitely states the building was moved 8 ft (2.4 m)
without a single pane of glass being broken iñ any window and that the work was completed
within three hours.
Reading and Caversham continued to thrive and expand and at the end of World War I it
became necessary to replace the iron bridge by yet another one. However, before this could
happen a second bridge had to be built over the river to prevent Caversham and all traffic
crossing either way from coming to a complete standstill; for replacing Caversham Bridge
meant that for a couple of years there would only be passage for pedestrians. So, further to the
east Reading Bridge came into being, close to Caversham Lock and nearer to the heart of
Reading.
The present ferro-concrete bridge at Caversham was finally opened in 1926 by the then Prince
of Wales. No doubt everyone was delighted at the time, believing it to be the final answer to all
local traffic problems! Little did they know the amount of use their wonderful new bridge
would have to cope with today, and how inadequate it was to become.

CAVERSHAM COURT GAZEBO

Molly Casey

For most of its history Caversham Court, along with the rest of Caversham, lay in Oxfordshire.
Its gardens, sloping down to the Thames from beneath the walls of St Peter's church, are
enjoyed by many because of their green lawns and trees and the sense of history which pervades
them. Recently a small flint and brick building on the river bank has been the centre of
attention. This is the Caversham Court gazebo, the only one of its kind left along the Thames
and one of only two buildings which remain of the house which originally occupied the site.
Until early in this centuiy the property had been known as Caversham Rectory, for before the
Reformation it had been in the ownership of the Augustinian Priory of Notley at Long
Crendon, Buckinghamshire, who provided the priests who served Caversham. After the
Reformation it passed into lay ownership, first the Alexander family, then a number of other
owners before being leased to the Loveday family who occupied it from 1665 to 1799. The
lessors were Christchurch College, Oxford, who then sold the lease to William Blackall
Simonds of the well-known Reading banking and brewing family, and they lived there for the
whole of the 19th centuiy until 1909, when it was sold again and became known as Caversham
Court. In the early 1930s the Borough of Reading bought it and demolished it (there was no
listing in those days) in preparation for building a new bridge (still controversially awaited)
across the Thames.
All that remains of the original house is the gazebo and stable block. The flint walls with their
'arrow slits' date back to a 19th century reconstruction by Pugin. The gardens are little changed:
the yew hedge, terrace and crinkle-crankle wall at the base of St Peter's churchyard are still

there.
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Caversham Court Gazebo from an old print.

The gazebo dates from the 17th century. The sale prospectus of 1909 refers to a 'brick and tiled
tea room' dated 1617. Miss Marianne Loveday, a descendant of the Loveday family, one of
whom (John Loveday 1711-1789) was a distinguished antiquarian, visited the house in 1890
and noted in her diary that the summer house bore a weathervane with the date 1663. This was
two years before the Loveday family took over the house after the Restoration of Charles II.
This weathervane can now be seen attached to a pole in the chancel of St Peter's church. As no
one can remember when it was put there, it seems not unreasonable to assume that it was when
the house went up for sale in 1909.
Miss Loveday says that the lower floor of the gazebo was used as a boathouse. Another
member of the family who had visited the house back in 1810 wrote to her sister about
extensive alterations being carried out at the house (these would have been prior to Pugin's)
and noted that 'they were doing up the summer 'house'. It would appear that these were the last
repairs it ever received until recent patching-up.
By the middle of this century it had deteriorated into a shabby little building used to store
gardening equipment, its origins forgotten or ignored. The late Conrad Wilcox RIBA drew the
public's attention to its importance as one of the last remnants of this ancient property. A trust
was set up to raise money to repair it and enough was raised to make it weatherproof but not to
carry out a complete restoration.
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Since then money has regularly one into the borough estimates for repair and just as regularly
been withdrawn when the detailed budget is prepared. A certain amount of work has been
done, with voluntary help, on the causeway which links the first floor with the terrace on the
north side of the gardens, but meanwhile the cost of repairing the building itself escalates as its
condition once more deteriorates as time, weather and vandals do their work.
It is this that has brought it into the public eye, as in an effort to solve the problem, a suggestion
has been made that it should be dismantled and moved to the Chiltern Open Air Museum,
where it should be re-erected in the same manner as were the cast iron Victorian loos from
Càversham Bridge that are now performing their original function and providing a useful public
service.
.

This idea must be resisted. Apart from the cost involved, as flints, unlike bricks, would each
need numbering, the gazebo belongs where it is now. It was built so that members of the family
and their visitors could sit in it and enjoy the' view up and down the river. It was never intended
for a hillside in Buckinghamshire. It features in many old prints and watercolours, notably those
by the Havell family.
If money cannot be found tó restore it fully in these financially-stringent times, it should at
least be made weatherproof so that it can remain a feature of the gardens and a reminder of
their historic past. To off-load it simply in order to evade responsibility for it would be as
unthinkable as to allow it to fall down, and no better than the action of a borough council which
60 years ago permitted the lovely house of Caversham Court to be knocked down for a
short-term gain.

ThE ARCHAEOLOGY OF WORLD WAR II MRCRAVF
Alistair Graham Kerr
The use of metal detectors is, to many conventional archaeologists, a cardinal sin. If you
mention the fact that you would like to bring one with you to the next fieldwalk or to the next
dig, then you are putting your life (or at least your reputation) at risk. Most users of metal
detectors are responsible law-abiding people who take care to follow their interest seriously
by not going onto listed or archaeological sites, as well as reporting their finds to the museums.
There are, however, those who do not report their finds, who walk over sites and dig holes
eveiywhere, often on farmland or private land without prior consent from the owner.
Unfortunately, they do not understand (or care) that digging a hole will destroy the
archaeoloical evidence and disrupt the process of dating. In one small hole dug by a
non-experienced metal detector user, there can be much information useful to a
trained archaeologist.
But, like in most things, there is another side to archaeology where these contraptions are most
welcome: that of military archaeology. Over the past year I have been out with the Ridgeway
Military and Aviation Research Group (RMARG), fieldwalking areas where Second World
War aircraft have crashed or been dismantled. RMARG has members in Berkshire, Wiltshire
and Oxfordshire and it was a wet weekend when several members went to look at a crash site at
Letcombe Regis in west Oxfordshire, where during the last war a B26 Marauder of the United
States 9th Air Force had crashed after taking off from the 3rd Tactical Air Depot at Grove,
Wantage. The plane had taken off, caught fire and crashed, killing both members of its crew.
Several local people had witnessed the crash and after two members of RMARG had learnt
about it they talked to a local man who, as a child, had seen where it crashed. Although the
crash had been a 'bellyflop' onto the fields, exploding fragments had covered a wide area. The
bulk of the aircraft and any large pieces had been taken away after the crash and when it was
safe to do so.

Gaining permission from the farmer to fieldwalk the site and use metal detectors was not a
problem; however, waiting for the farmer to plough the field and' making sure we had enough
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members to carry out the survey kept us in suspense. The day came after a long wait: a typical
fieldwalking day, cold and pouring with rain.
Two types of metal detectors were used. One was the 'Pulse Technology' which has two ioop
sizes: the small one picks up pure metal or alloy down to 18-24 in (45-60 cm); the larger loop
does the same job but down to 10 ft (3 m). The other was a more conventional one, comprising
a dish on a long handle with headphones plugged into a small box on the handle. It was an
'Electronics E175' with a 'discriminator' and we found more with this machine than with the
other one. This was due to the type of crash and the fact that it had been a bellyflop. If it had
crashed from a greater height, it would have penetrated the ground to a greater dèpth. I know
of a Flying Fortress which was flying at 30,000 ft (over 9000 m). when it was shot down: it was
seen to nosedive to the ground and several years later the engines were found 20 ft (6 m) below
the surface.

Members of the Group had already found out where the B26 Marauder had gone down and
there were some surface finds. With the metal detectors we were able to find other items in the
top few inches of soil, which was easy work as the field had just been ploughed and rolled. The
Pulse Technology instrument had been useful in telling us that there was nothing deeper and
locating a few finds; the Electronics E175 was more useful as the discriminator made different
noises when passing over pure metal or alloy and was also able to differentiate between metal
and iron ore, of which a certain amount was present.
The finds included .50 calibre shell cases and heads, perspex from the hatches and canopy, as
well as many fragments of outer skin from the wings and jacket. Radio metal alloy and Bakelite
fragments were also found, together with some interesting numbered parts which would help us
to identify the aircraft later.
On another wet Sunday morning a couple of months later we were out again, together with our
metal detectors, looking around another field, this time in Wiltshire where Lancaster Bombers
had been dismantled together with other aircraft. Two car boots were filled with many prized
items, including engine parts and skin covering as well as the mass balance from a 1-Lorsa
Glider. My special prize was the nose frame from a Lancaster Bomber.

SHORT NOTICES

The amateur archaeologist by Stephen Wass (Batsford 1992, £14.99) is aimed at the
enthusiastic novice. After many years of professional domination of archaeology, the present
decrease in public spending and increase in :leisure time are giving amateurs a chance to
become recognised as archaeologists. This book gives sound advice to those wishing to become
involved, dealing with various aspects of fieldwork, surveying and excavation. An introduction
to the infrastructure of British archaeology - the CBA, national and local societies, county
museums and archaeologists, publications, and WEA, extramural and other courses and
lectures - provide many routes for the amateur to further his or her interests.
The archaeology resource book by Peter Halkon, Mike Corbishley and Gareth Bums (CBA
1992, £6.00) is another compendium of information for the aspiring archaeologist, which
includes examination courses, higher, adult and continuing education, careers, booklists,
audio-visual and computer software lists, addresses of national agencies, societies and
museums, and suggestions on how to get involved in archaeology. Copies can be obtained
post-free from the CBA, 112 Kennington Road, London SEll 6RE.
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A dictionary of archaeology edited by Paul Bahn (Harper-Collins 1992, £8.99 pbk) is
recommended if you don't already possess an archaeological dictionary. This is a substantial
(654 pages ) up-to-date dictionaiy crammed with useful definitions of archaeological names
and terms, together with short descriptions of sites, artefacts and eminent archaeologists. The
entries range right across the world and through time but with emphasis given to the prehistoric

periods.

English local history: an introduction by Kate Tiller (Alan Sutton 1992, £12.99 pbk) shows you
how to make the most of local history. It proviEles a guide to the many sources of information
available and suggests themes for future reseach. The first chapter reviews accessible printed
sources, such as early itineraries and the Victoria county history, gives advice on note-taking,
and proposes a list of questions applicable to all places. The next four chapters present a useful
outline of English history supported by a wide-ranging set of local histoiy case studies and lists
of sources. The final chapter discusses the value and method of recording places as they are
now. This book covers a long period of time añd many places, and shows why the history of one
particular place must always be seen in a much wider context.

The street names of England by Adrian Room (Paul Watkins 1992, £14.95) is a 'place names'
book with a difference. This is the first book to examine the meaning of Street names and it
should prove to be a useful tool for local histOrians. Over 3500 examples are included.

The archaeology of the British gravels: a review, edited by Michael Fulford and Elizabeth
Nichols (Society of Antiquaries of London 1992, £19.95 pbk) comprises a series of papers
presented at a meeting in 1988 which reviewed some 40 years of excavations on gravel sites,
analysing their contributions and considering priorities for the future. Among others, the
contents include papers on the Neolithic to Iron Age by Richard Bradley, Iron Age to Roman
by Mike Fulford, environmental archaeology by Mark Robinson and late prehistoric and
Roman farming on the Thames gravels by George L.ambrick.
New additions to Batsford's English Heritage series include Bronze Age Britain by Michael
Parker Pearson, which deals with aspects of both the Neolithic and the Bronze Age from
c.4000-900 BC and examines various arguments and current theories; Roman towns in Britain
by Guy de la I3doy re, which concerns the growth, organisation and function of towns from
the Boudiccan revolt in AD 60 to their decline in the 5th century; and Anglo-Saxon England
by Martin Welch, who concentrates on life in the 5th to 7th centuries as revealed by excavated
evidence from settlements and cemeteries. These books are well-illustrated introductions to
their subjects (Batsford 1992, £14.99 pbks). Other titles in the series include Castles by Tom
McNeill, Shrines and sacrifice by Ann Woodward, Stonehenge by Julian Richards and
Hadrian's Wall by Stephen Johnson.

PLOUGHWASH
::/
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The Pitt Rivers Museum

The Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford is one of the world's finest ethnographic museums - and
one of the most difficult to find. It is of interest to archaeologists attracted not just by British
but by worldwide cultures, and houses artefacts from the earliest times to the present. This
treasure trove is entered through a Gothic doorway hidden at the back of the main gallery in
the University Museum in Parks Road, between the Geology Department and the Radcliffe
Science Library. Founded by the General himself in 1884, the collection continues to grow and
part has now been rehoused at 60 Banbury Road where new galleries hold displays of
hunter-gatherer societies, past and present, and musical instruments from all over the world.
The main museum consists of one enormous room, high enough to comfortably acconimodate a
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40 ft totem pole, with upper and lower galleries round it. The objects here are arranged, not
according to country of origin, but according to type: textiles, boats, baskets, beads, you name it.
This arrangement was devised by General Pitt Rivers in response to Victorian ideals of cultural
evolution and is of historical interest in itself. Searching for objects relating to a particular
culture can therefore lead to some fascinating side tracks.

If you haven't yet discovered the Pitt Rivers, make a point of seeking it out next time you visit
Oxford - you won't be disappointed. And if you get hooked, you can always join the Friends of
the Pitt Rivers Museum (Secretary: Felicity Wood, tel. 0865 54281) for lectures, outings and
opportunities to see behind the scenes. The Museum is open Monday-Saturday from
1.00-4.30 pm.
New Treasure Trove Bill

The Surrey Archaeological Society, angry over several incidents where ancient sites have been
disturbed and policemen attacked by people armed with metal detectors, has promoted a
parliamentary bill to make trespassing by treasure hunters and non-declaration of valuable
finds criminal offences. The new bill has the backing of the British Museum, the CBA, English
Heritage and other august bodies. It also aims to modernise the old treasure trove laws, which
currently require finders to report their discoveries to the local authorities ONLY if the items
are gold and silver and if it can be agreed that the original owner meant to return and recover
them. These laws are among the oldest in the land and were originally designed to acquire
bullion for the Crown to melt down into coinage. Attitudes to antiquities have changed in the
meantime and the new bill aims to extend the law to cover other metals and items such as
weapons and shields. The current definition of treasure trove would also be relaxed and items
of historical interest could be included. Some metal detector enthusiasts are not too happy
about the proposed changes but it is these few which give the hobby a bad name: most are
responsible citizens and keen to work alongside archaeologists.
Mesolithic discovery

The largest Mesolithic flint scatter to be excavated so far in Oxfordshire was uncovered by the
OAU at Tubney New Plantation; three miles west of Abingdon, in advance of sand extraction.
A total of 6860 struck and worked flints was found, none from archaeological contexts. Most of
the flints were later Mesolithic and were dated to c.6500-6000 BC. Three main activity areas
were identified within some 11 ha. The assemblages were of waste flakes and
obliquely-retouched hunting tools, suggesting the presence of hunting camps perhaps used on
a seasonal basis.
A new

Bronze Age site at Didcot

Steve Ford and his colleagues of Thames Valley Archaeological Services have carried out
excavations in a pasture by the Wallingford Road, east of Didcot, in advance of development.
The field was covered by well-preserved ridge and furrow. A preliminary evaluation of the site
by 15 machine-cut trenches showed the presence of a small prehistoric site consisting of
shallow pits, postholes and ditches. An area of about 2800 sq. m was subsequently stripped to
reveal archaeological features cut into the underlying clay. The earliest activity at the site was
represented by a few Mesolithic flints, but its earliest occupation was probably in the Early
Bronze Age, which is represented by barbed and tanged flint arrowheads and sherds of collared
urns. The main activity on the site was probably in the Middle Bronze Age when a rectilinear
ditched field system was laid out. The full report is published in Oxoniensia 57 (1992): 1-28.

Gene isolated from Iron Age wheat
A gene has been extracted from partially charred wheat grains excavated at Danebury Iron Age
hilifort in Hampshire. It is well known that many 'primitive' varieties of wheat were far more
nutritious than modern wheat, and this particular gene is linked with a protein that influences
bread quality. It is thought that it may be feasible one day for modern crops to be improved
using similar genetic material from extinct varieties.
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Mapledurham Golf Course
Thames Valley Archaeological Services carried out fieldwork at Mapledurham prior to the
construction of a golf course. Fieldwalking produced 1009 struck flints, mostly Late Neolithic
Age
through to Late Bronze Age, with several clusters suggesting occupation areas. Bronze
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The Didcot-Oxford pipeline

The OAU was commissioned to keep a watching brief on a new water pipeline from Didcot to
Oxford and to cariy out excavations as necessary. Significant discoveries were made at
Fullamoor Farm (Clifton Hampden), Lower Farm (Nuneham Courtenay) and Haddon Hill
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Waterlogged pits at Lower Bolney
A large timber found preserved in alluvial clay during the digging of a drain south of Lower
Bolney Farm, Harpsden, led to a small-scale archaeological investiation by the OAU which
is reported in Oxoniensia 57 (1992): 29-42. This area, which lies between Henley and
Shiplake, consists of gravel islands separated by mulled former channels. A series of
wattle-lined pits was found in this alluvium and radiocarbon dated to the Middle Iron Age.
The remains of aquatic plants, molluscs and beetles in the pit fills show that they were
originally dug below the water table; the presence of dung beetles suggests that they were
constructed on the river bank of a grazed pasture. Large quantities of flax seed in one of the
pits indicates at least a secondary use for flax retting; the initial use of the pits was not
determined. The size of the components and the composition of the wattle lining suggest
woodland management, and the presence of small amounts of charcoal and charred foodstuff
suggests that the pits were peripheral to a contemporary settlement.

Farm buildings survey
The Royal Commission on the Historical Monuments of England (RCHME) is beginning a
three-year project on old farmsteads, to increase awareness of their significance and the
threat facing them. It will establish a methodology for recording surviving buildings, with an
emphasis on recovering information related to the development of farming systems. Individuals
and organisations are being encouraged to record farmsteads in their areas and to deposit their
records with the National Monuments Record (NMR). The RCHME is anxious to contact
people who are already recording farmsteads and/or who wish to have further details of the
project. Would this be of interest to SOAG members - especially those who were involved in
the SPAB barn survey? If so, please get in touch with Colum Giles or Janet Atterbury at
RCHME, Shelley House, Acomb Road, York, Y02 4HB (tel. 0904 784411).
THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE BULLETIN
Articles, book reviews and news items are invited for publication in the 1993 issue of the SOAG
Bulletin. Preference will be given to items relevant to south Oxfordshire, although others may
be considered. Contributions, preferably typed or at least CLEARLY written and
double-spaced, please, should be sent to the Editor as soon as possib1e
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BANK RECONCILIATION

SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL GROUP
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 29 FEBRUARY 1992

RECEIPTS

Balances on 28.2.91
Current A/C
Deposit A/C
Cash

Sales
Shire Books (1)
Party tickets (2)
Party raffle tickets (2)
Bulletin
History of Crowniarsh (book)
Bank refund
For erroneous debit (3)

£464.20
15.36

89.64
121.00
28.80
3.00
5.00

0.40

Oratory School (party)

£156.20
539.66
13.40

TOTAL

Difference
Purchases
Shire Books (1)
Party wine (2)
History of Crowmarsh (book)

Printing and stationery
Bulletin 1991 (4)
Programme 1991

59.75
33.13
4.00

10.00
20.00
15.00
10.00
10.00
10.00

President s expenses
Postage. telephone, petrol

Audited and found correct

G.D.
Hon.

Miscellaneous
Cheque bounced (6)
Late presented cheque
Excess of receipts
TOTAL

M. Todd

6.3.92

Hon. Auditor

6.3.92

(1)

The profit on Shire Books in 1991/92 was £29.89 (L89.64 less £59.75).

(2)

The profit on the New Year party was £116.67
£33.13).

(3)

Bank refund for erroneous debit: the bank made a series of errors on a
direct debit which was subsequently corrected.
They repaid us 4Op in
excess.

(4)

The expenditure on printing the bulletin rose from £165.00 in 1990/91
to £296.00 in 1991/92.

(5)

Lecture expenses: the variation in fees paid reflects the travel
expenses paid to some lecturers who had a considerable distance to

(E12l.00

+

£28.80 less

56.78

Treasurers expenses
telephone

Sharpe
Treasurer

NOTES

'

Postage,

31.08

296.00
20.00

Subscriptions and affiliations
Langtree Adult Ed. Centre
80.00
Oxford Arch. Hist. Soc.
16.00
CBA Group 9
6.00
Current Archaeology
2.00
Butser Ancient Farm
10.00

£727.40

£678.18

£15.00

Lecture expensea (5)
March
May
September
October
November
December

TOTAL

Balances on 29.2.92
Current A/C
Deposit A/C
Cash

PAYMENTS
TOTAL

Subscriptions/donations
D/A Interest

£43.99
624.30
9.89

3.99

(7)

come.

3.50
15.17
(6)

Bounced cheque for £3.50: this had been originally included in
receipts.
The member has subsequently paid.

(7)

A cheque for £15.17 which was included in the 1990/91 account was not
presented until March 1991.
This has therefore been shown as
expenditure in 1991/92.

31.08

£727.40
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