—

A IR R SR

S00TH 0 ORDSIII’?E HCHAFOLOGICAL GROUP

BULLETIN NO.15, ' SEP'I‘EMBER'1971

President and Chairman :Mrs.C.Graham-Kerr,The Thatched Cottage,”hlfchurch H111 (@ang.2901)
Hon,Secretary :Mrs.C.Perdue,Tall Beeches,dardvwick td., hitchurch. (Pang.2009) :
Hon.Treasurer :Mr.B.L.french, fulberry Cottsge, ‘anor Rd.,Coring. (Gorlng 2277)

Director and Bulletin Fditor:lr.u.JT.Fowler,25 High St.,7atlington,Oxford. (”at;734)j

Subscriptions :those still outstending shonld be »aid to the lon.Treasurer a.s.a.v.

Meetings, 18th Julv. Some 40 members met at Stoke Row, by klnd 1nv1tet10ﬂ of hrs 7.

Sheridan.,

10th Sept.Some 16 members met st the Thatched Cottano by kind 1nv1tat10n of

_the President.A committee meeting was held beforehand.ahovt reports

were given on recent nct1v1tles ~nd future arranﬂements discussed.Clive fart
showed the results of field work plotted on 6 in, Ordnance maps and exhibited
the partially reconstructed late mediseval coolking pot recovered in fragments °
from the oil pipe line excavations in the field ad301n1ng the Thatched Cottage. .
Members 2lso examined the photostat conies of the Whitchurch and Whitchurch
" Fill ¥nclosure Haps (1800 and 1806) recently ObtalﬂEd for the {roup.fir,t'rench .
suggested that a meeting should be arranged with the Goring Historical Son.
to discuss end exchange informestion on the materials for local studies.
Calendar of activities Sent.tc Nov.

Sat.Sept.25,

Sun.Oct.3
Sun, Oct.10

— e an

Sat Oct.16

Tilley Farm. 2.30 p.m. (SU 578768) .J.Fowler.
ldlley “arm. 11 a.m. " RN
Meldwork.lieet at the Thatc-ed Uot‘ave. 11 a.m:C.Hart. (Bring packed 1un¢h4

Iillev Farm. as above from 11 a.m,

Sat.0ct,30
Sat.Nov.6..
Sun.lov.14_

Sun, Wov,21 .
Sun.Nov.28.

Iilley farm. as above from 11 a.m,

Well,lMeet at ihite Cebles,Stoke ﬁow.XX%ﬁX%ﬁﬁl(G.Sheridan)
“ell. £g above -
Meldwork as on Oct.10 sbove

Well., &8 above from 11 a.m,

Generel meeting Friday Oct.&i@ et the T-atched Cottage,’hitchurch Hill. 7.30 p.m.

Hembers will note that fieldwok has now to telke plzce et the weekends as there iS’not o
enougn devlight in the evenings,
It is hoped to arrange a guided visit to thie Asbmolean luseum during the winter, and there

is a possibility that a short course of 1ectures may be held in the Hew Year.
Fxcursion, It was unfortunate thet so few members in the end supnorted this visit to

the Avebury,under the guidsnce of Clive Hart.However,an engoyable day was
spent by 7 members on 18th Sept.''he first ston was mede at the Sanctuary,where the
avenue to ivebury began,snd the group then went on to the West Kemmet Long Barrow snd.
then climbed Silburv Hill before reaching ;veburv by way- of the 4venue,of large stending
stones.A vigit to the Museum was followed bv a wolk round the ‘'henge' .and associated banks.
On the return journey, 'Celtic'fields,barrows were observed and & group of tnatcned estatte
cottages c,1800 and the Norms N church at Avington i‘enor seen. :

Reports on work in hand,

Fieldwork. Clive Hart révorts:ife have mede = survev of everv field,woodland snd coppice
in the parish of Coring Heeth with some verv q@fi%factorﬁ"reqults Bn'coorain*-ing our
7elks with the help of 0.5.1 in.first edition meps of ‘83! &nd the enclosure maps we have
plotted ancient 'ereenwevs',quarries end “ield cvstems. ‘e would like to thenk ick Aston .
of twe City and Countv Yuseum for his assi&tence.
“Tork will continue du-ing te winter in +ig psrish snd in the n01~~oourlnn parlshes of
Woodcote,South Stoke and Goring.
Yell and Whitchurch Hill,: ‘enorts of the exc“vp+1on< round. the "011 head ond of the

mediseval pullev at “hitchurch ¥ill are nearing. comonletion and Tv1’5‘ the flnds w111Abe :"
devposited in the City end County fuseum at Joodstock. L

Lilley Farm,

What little work has been d-one recently has sho'm more clearly that we have’

& much more complex and extens1ve foundatlon structure then at first apneared Onlv complete
uncovering of this - not nartlcularlv exciting es to date small finds are few — will answer
our ouestlons. ‘e are stlll hopingz to be -hle to obtaln access to the cstate records, ‘

i.JoF‘o
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An Archseological itevolution?

Conclveions erising from recent work are a chellenge to menv wcll founded beliefs
about the prehistoric period in 'urope.idvences in scientific dating heve showmn that
many artifacts and monuments may be much older thsn we have thought.7ou mav heve noticed
for instence that up to date references to Stonechenge mey place the begimmings in the
middle of the third millenium B.C.instead of about 1800 B.C.i.e.sbout 700 yesrs earlier.

Some twenty years ago the first radiocarbon dating pushed back the beginning of the
Neolithic some thousands of yesrs.Now,a second radiocerbon 'revelation'has far more
fundemental implications than a mere matter of fating.this newest advance is bssed on
a comparison of a long chronolosical secuence,obtained from the tree rings of the
Californian bristlecone pine,with the rediocarbon determinations from the wood itself.

The calibration sets the latter back come 700 vears and applies to furope,but not to the
Middle Tast and Egvpt,where application of the coalibration has gencrally confirmed accepted
chronology and infact cleared up some discrepanciecs.

'The whole of “urope becomes 700 vears older at a stroke! It follows thet the megalithic
tombs of Creat Eritain and Brittenv could be older then the Pvramids,and Silbury Hill as
old.Stonchenge could have achieved its final form before the Hycenean civilisation arosc.
thus destroving the theory,bascd on the inscribed axes =nd dsgoers on some of the stones,
that Mycencan erchitects helped.

But the metter ~oes further than this,'™e whole concent of 'modified diffusion' as
formul- ted by Gordon Childe,on which our view of the development of our society has been
based for & generation,is in question,e need no longer necesserily hold thet sll the majow
edvances - rgriculture,¥X¥¥metallurgy ~ were only mede once esnd came West into Furope
smong" sfvage neovles.To emphesize that our rncestors were not so beclwerd FProfcssor Them,
a civil engineer by profession,is convinced after 30 yesrs work that the peonle herc some
4000 years ago 'had developed a definite meteorology snd gcometry'

'I must stress that these conciusions sre teatative...at precont we are only beginning
to recover from our surprisc that these things are =s csrly &s they scem tc be...'

S¥mmarized from Colin ltenfrew,:cvolution in Prehistory,he Iistener vol.84 no.2i79
pp.897-900,v01.85,n0.2130, pp. 1 2=15; Thom, the licoaliths of Carnac,listener 84,2179,900-1.
(31 Dec.1970,7 Jan. 971)
Notes and News.
Oxbone in “all, Durins reconstruction at the New Inn,“idmore nd,a large ox bone was found
n & |7th century wattle and deub wall.ihis mey relete to zn sncient foundetion rite of
mutting verious objects -~ bones,shoes etc - in the we 11 of a house. (Pedfordshire
vol.5 no.39) C.Jart.
Fembers at large. Verious members heve worked during the Sumner on 'digs' at ‘Totsworth
(140 Pesearch Gp.) Middleton Stonev(’. B.building within motte 2nd ballev) 'Cadcong;Scmerset
(Dwrk ize reocc.of T.A.
Others heve been to Spsin ~nd to Venice,end will not hzve been blind to historical
end crcheeological asnects.Brittany wee also visited.
CBA Gn, IX there will be & day meeting ~t ‘“olverton,Bucks,on Nov,13,iull detsils later.
“hig is followine the orretice thet the /n'umn meeting chould be in rotetion
in the counties comprising the Groun.%he f»rin- meeting will teke the form of = veckend
at Oxford,as last veer.
Some books.
Geoffray Bibby,'he Testimonv of the ilvade.¥ont:n- iibrery,Collins (12/6 01d stvle)
' Popul™ccounts of 211 the classic "uropesn/cites and finds,from the paintad
caves to Yollund llen,by way of Skara Brac end Stonchenge among many others.
Illustrated - very good value.
Stuart Pigeott,ipproach to 4rchacology.ielican 25p. & good introduction especially
to methods and technoques.
Glyn Deniel,The crigins eand Growth of Lrcheeology.Pelican.’0 p.
& clesr end readable account of the cvolution of the discinline over 300 Vears.
Current irchaeology. The subscription to this has had to he raised to£1.50 a year for
six covies(nostal subscriptions only) but it is still excellcat value and is esscatial to
enyone wishing to keep in touch with vhit is going on in archaeology in this country today,
At leest one issue is devoted to work outside Creat Britain.
Hequest. If ~ny mcmber has nos.17 and 18(nov.'69 and Jen.'70,could these please be
returned to the Editor.:s1ll the other conies on loan heve come home - thanks.

PLUASE DO HOT THROV THIS AYAY, CONTLIBUTIONS INVITED . NEXT ISSUR NOVIMEER.
T.’J.J'.,l' . 22 S\}pto 1 971 .
P.5.The eddress of Current Archaeology is:9 Nassington d.,Londcn #3 20X
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