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Chairman :Mr.W.JFowler,25 High Street,Watlingtori (watlington 2734 ) : . . 

Eon.Secrettry th's .0 .Perdue,Tall Beeches,Hardwick Rd. ,Whitchurch (?angbourne 2009) 
Hon.Treaurer :.E.L.Fench,ulberiy Cottage,Fanor Road,Gorirg (Coring. 2277) . » 

: Directors: Mr.W.J.Fowler (as above.) , . 

Mr.C.R.Hart,2 Goddard Close,Shinfield,Reading (Reading 882454) :.,: 

. . Conimittee:the above,with Mesdames M.Fa1loTfieldN.Qou1d,M.0lver,P.Wóodford an two . ; 

. . . others to be co-opted. . .: . 
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************-x-****** . 

Apologies are due because this bulletin is a few weeks later than. advised in t$. . 

: April/May Ïzfcration Sheet but it means that all the May - and one Jine -a'cì.ritia . ; . . 

can be reported. Once again ithe Editor as membors for contributions - . even a fe line : 

- on matters of archaeological interest,rtd f book reconendation,It is nötmeant 
that the Bulletj should be made up entirely by the Editor and the 0íficérs. WW .: 

CALENDAR 
Lilley Farm from i i am. i ;: 
M40 Arch.Research Group.There is a report meeting,to rhiçii :11 who.have 
helped with the excavations are .vitedat B pm at the LIy Spencer 
Churchill College of Education,Jheatley..Ïn view of the short ntice . . 

axid thc distance a talk on thiwith dide,will be arranged for one . 

of the SOAC- mectnin the AU-aI. 
:i : 

AL0 Work also continu/il1 further notice at the medieval site in Sadler's .. , 

. Wcod,NGR 734962 , leavo cars at 729.961 ,cÍ' approach to Upper Vicar!.s Fai'm. 
. ..... 

9_?O Jne Comtaittee iioeting e L the Pnatc}'eci Cotage pi 
1 

Field walk along (ril's Ditch from Caiei College entrance,NC-R 617879,on.. .. .: 

B4.79 Woodcote-Cromarsh road. . . . . : Field walks will aLo take place most Wednesday evenings from Whitchurch r ; 

: ' ' . 

Hill at 7.30 p. . . . . .. . .. 

Friday_3OJune General Meeting at Whitchurch H!ll at 730 pm,Clive.Hat will review .. 

. the xesults cf tho field w2lking to date,illus±ting with rofcrcnc i;o :, 

Ordnence and. otlie: maps. . . . .. ., .. 

. S4:.1 & 1_jy Lilley Farn,unriocs there is an emergency on the ì4O,bit Sadlerth . . 

ood will pro5bly be unavailahle by th'n . . . . 

. 

It is also hoped to arrange a day at Lilley Farm duri.ni the week from 
. . 

17 July,if menbers wish. . . . 

Sat22Ju Visit to excava-taons at iiidd1etonbto ,RB farmstead within med.castle 
i.29 July) bailey,where irevor Rowley will explain what is happening.' . 

REPORTS ,. . . 

AnnualCeneralMeetin This was held on 21 May at Tall Beeches,'hitcrch,1y. in.ritatioñ .. . 

of the Hon.bec.and 'r Fcratc9and atendcd by about 20 members. 
The President spoke of the way in uhich SCJ G had çoim up during the year and vras 

s gaining recognition in archaeological circlo through its membership cf @p, 9 CP and . 

notably by the work of members on trescuetexcaratione. With this growth in stature it .. . . . 

felt that the offices of ProidenL- &nd Chaiinan sho:.li hiceforth b separated. 
Iii roiewin the u±k of fte year rs Gi&r p Ke' sci th't there naì been 'irk at LUle 

Farm on 14 occasion3,while the Bering hi'l site ad been closed after 7 visits9asneither 
the information from Lh cuttings no surface inc1ic.tiis offe:'ed evidence of a sinì.fic 
site and investigation of he well was beyond our pent resources . . . . . ': 

No fewer than 29 field walks had been held und tha able direc. ion of CJJ.ve Ha't,and . 

recontiy we epecjallir welcc'ri'ci so o of 1ie b )fl fr'iv th C 'crv Shc A 'co'i ocrics 
of 1'A lecturec3 h'd 1een held an3 a t)ird is i..a p.ospect 1iem'crb ha'e takefl part ir 8 
excuro aid S0A- had been repreentod a 3 c1rencc3,ir -din 1e CB9 Piio 
weekend at Offord in Feb Regular moihly met'n,s ucre not n id e± cer Jeu ,Thile the 

JTT course wes in progress,but tUO more so"J8l gthe'1ng3 ha rsci plce. 
Total membership was now over 60 during the year 20 mmibers had jorned,ga'nst 6 los'es 

"I hope that everyone will bring at least one -ìew member n the comrg ¡ear" , the 
President continued,and went on to extend sympathies to members ho had b3en ill,especiail, 
Derek Fallowfield,whom we werc happy to see amongst us again,and Nancy Gould.Iirally the 
President thanked the committee,notably the efficient Secretary ard the long cuff eri.ng 
Treasurer,and also those members who so readily put their cars at the disposal of others. 
flIt is very gratifying the way evezyone helps every body else. . . long way we contnue in 

.. . . . ....................... . 
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AGM(cozitd) . , . . .... . .. 

Kerr wa unanimously asked to become J?ounder President sine die or for. 

as long as she wished. The other officers axìd committee members as set out above were 

then elected. . . 

The Theasurer's report showed a credit balance of. 14.O4 and Mr.French wasasured 

of our thanks,as was the Hon.Auditor,Nr.A.Gr2ham ferr. . . 
: 

After tea the Chairman commented on the first series of RESCUE elides,projected 
by the hon Treasurer.tJt1oun those are primarily designed to chow trie dire archaeological 

. effecté of present day developments - mineral oxtraction,roadway and housing schemes and 

the like - ari objective made very clear,they also give a selectioñ of outstanding sites 
,. . of different types . . 

WJF 

, !t tQ: the Oxford_Cityand Sat.April. 
: 21 inembers,8 visitors and a baby met here at 10.30 am End 4ere conducted round the 

offices and vorkshops be Mick Aston.In the Record Office hé explained the system and 

: allowed us access to the files,iotographs and maps,end also to the other ófficcs,whcre 
pottery and bones are stored . e had a detailed tour of the Conservation Iboratoryhere 

: pots were being reconstituted. . 

1c then went round the 1usoum itself and saw incient cooking and domestic tbing 

and old. crfts,aud farm implements.Finally we gathered in t}ie Lecture Robrn forlunch 
as it was raining.We had hoped to viait Blenheim bt decided to look at the chuceh 

opposite. . 

As we left tiic works lipp Mick pointed out how the Tudor buildii is ated qn to 

the Georgian part,and. we thanked him very much for the trouble he took to make it such 

an interesting visit. CJLGIC 

.. Visit to Verulainium Sat.June 
Some dozen mnbera and friends made the journey to St .Albans,where tl'ey met Anne end 

Clive Hart,returning from the North.It was unfortunate that lack of transport preventcd 

a larger attendance.Gareth Davies,the Museum Curator,ge us a vastly interesting hoir's 
lecture on the history of the settlement from Belgic tines to its decine ir the 5th 

century AD,and was sincerely thanked for giving so freely of hi time and knowledge 

ifter a picnic iwich Clive Hart conducted the party round the chief feathres of 

the sito end veryone as impressed by the theatre - one of the few if not the only one 

known in this country - and the hypooausts,whose working was explained Clive knOws the 

crea well and was even eble to show the ounger members of the party where they could 

find IB pottery in ancient spoil dumps'A very 'successful day concluded with a visit to 

the Ábbey,and wo returned in the early evening. CP(by phóñe) 

escuO -.SOAG end the M40. . . 

Sorie members made their first acquantance with resue work on the probable RB cemetery 

at Qieeifford Parm,Dorchester,under col4 conditions in Febñar I 

. During April and ay abqut a dozenmembers have worked an a number of occasions on for 
sites being hastily investigatèd before destruction on the uiné of thé M40 exteon,ine 
miles between btokenchurch and the vJaterstock crossroads,on which intensivo construction 
operations began in nttd-March.This ex'pericnce has brought home the realities of rescue 

work - on one site gigantic eartû moving machines tiere behaving like the hosts of Mid ian 
- and has proved of immense benefit to both SOAG and to the M4OArcheological Résearch 

iroup.At times SOAG members have been the mainstay end even the majority of the vòlrniteòr 
workers,while members are gaining much from working with more expçrionced people añd 

under the direction of younger professionals who are very much up to date 
There is one note of waniing :under the pressures of the situation corners have to be ' 

cut an. the meticulous and careful work which must be the hallmark of responsible 
archaeology is not possible when a site can vanish before one's eyes Only a salvage 
operation is. possible. This was brought ho the other day to the writer wheninsad o.f 

a trowel,he had the use of a DRPT,a relavely small mechanical scraper,and driver,to tke 
off the ground surface across several sections of a modieval.ditch.In one sccoptié H 
machine took off most of the topsoil from tnc ditch surface and dragged it oycr the edge, 

with small chance of seeing any finds in thi3 soil,and leaving the surface th mvtablf 
. freshly broken tilo fragments from the collapied building roof protrudiiig. One lies o 

match machine with machine , but much is los . Hewe er , the choice is often be lweon noth2 ng 
if thé sité is destoyed or some clues from hty work. 

Brief notes ori the four sites follow. . 

Farm.Milton Common. Nò iiidication from aerial photos or field waBiñgeoi1marks 
y ideñtffied after topsoil tripping.Potteiy and other objdcts fiom Broñe Aè to cIgÏ 

' (last cont.BC.One IA hut circle completely cleared,cvidonco of at lèast 4-5 thor while 
pättery extended for -3- mílc;also associated ditches and fiold. botiñdaries. : 

LewknorChurchn. The existence of an RB sottlement,probbly a farmtead,in the field 
to the S.of the MWY line was known from 1971 fieldwork bit its N.lirnis:vrere unknm. 
Cleaning of the MW! surface after mechanical scraping eneahlcd'th& linò of the Lboundary 

: 
and other features to be traced for sorne distance. 
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Lew1moi',Ic1rnie1dWay (contd.) . . 

were excavated.There were no grave good$ with the generálly well prcservòd skeletons,but 
dating evidence was providcd by sherds of late RB pottcry in the fill. 
Sad.ler's Woocl,new ChristmasCoimnonhoad. This wes completely covered by trocs and most 
of the site is off the roaduay line.It would seem to havc been a farmtead complex 
oàupied over some centuries as the pottery runs from the 12th to the 15thFoundations . . 

ófflint have been uncovered and masso of tilcs have collapsed arciìd these nd intba : 

., 
sûrrouxiding ditch.It may be possible to continue work ìerc for some weeks. . WF 

, . 

MÌsCELJANY . . 

Libray Pat Woodford is building up a öollection of è±cheooloical bobks.Pnv one 
wishing to borrow. - or,better stili,lend books for thé use of other mémbers -shouldgot 
in touch with her "Current Archeeology"is availblo on loan to meinbors arid uc shall 
tkeöther periodicals. . . ' 

!nijamiun . 

For thosc; who missed the recent excursion - and others - it is hoted to 
arràngo another visit in thò Autumn. . . 

: CBk 9 Newsletter no.2 This contains notes on our Field work and on Lilley Fa amonst 
1:. SO 60 accounts f work in 1971 over the five countiçs of the Group. ,Copies at35pcan 

, 

be obtained through the Hon.Sec.or Chairman. There aro also. copies of Newslett no. , 

still available at lOp. . . 

Goring History.Society Wo must congratulate our Treasuror.thnbccoaing FIon.Sec.of this, 
a happening whiciwill undoubtedly lead on to that cooperation between the societies , . . 

which has been in the air for some time. . 

Meinbershi The Conimittec wishes it to be Imown that Bulletins will no longer be 
sent tó. members who have not renewed their subscriptions,dúe from Maby the end of the 

, following December. . . .. 

. AOtivearticipation Doubts have been expressed by some members about going.to help . 

» on the M40 and elsöwhere owing to lack of oxperienco.There is no ñeed to be diffident.Be 
prepared to ask someone more experienced,to work with hiWlior and to see vrhat is done. 

-' : OJpor'bt1flity will be taken at LillOy Farnto talk briefly and demonstrate somobasic 
techniques.The importance is again stressed of having one's on trowol,up to 4 ",iith 

. the blade forged in one piece - those with rivetted blades,end gardeniñg trotelare of ' 

, 
little use. 

A book recommendation. . . 

W.G.Hoskins,The .Maldng of'the lish Landscs Pelican . 80p. ' 

It is no exaggeration to say that this classic,first published in 1955,initiated 
; the study of our environment as the prodùct,nòt only . 6f the dòvelopmerits of the 1aest 

. 

two conturies,but of a continuous process from prehistoriá times.Itshould' be' ' . 

,t compulsory reading for anyone interested in how our countryeide came to as w ' 

see it. - ' 

.ENVOI Although we.carì modestly congratulató ourselves on a relatively high pÍ'oportion . 

. of active mcmbers,compared with similar groups,we would still like to'see rnoie ' ,. 

' people in the field and at meetiñgs.e hope to have moro vïsitin speakers' thírirkg ' 

'-' 
the coming season. ' ' ' 

Reports on fieldwork and Lilley Farm are held over until the ncxt isuc',when there. - 

: will be more to say. ' . 

16 June 1972 WJ ' ' 


