. Hon.Treasurer :Mr.E. L. French ,Jlberry Cottage,hanor Road,CGoring (Gorlng 2277)

i:::"

: WPOand ‘at Oxford in Feb. Regular monthly meetings were not held efter Jan.,whlleJthé

b"‘Derek Fallowfield,whom we Werc happy to see amongst us again, and Nancy Gould. Flrally the o
President thanked the commlttee ynotably the efficient oecrntary and the 1long’ sufferwng N
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Q’g&qszs_ar,d_c i hee 19723
"Fotinder Fresident :Mrs.C.A.Graham Kerr,The Thatched Cottage,Whltchurch Hill .

(fungbourne 29015
Chairman :Mr.W.J.Fowler,25 High Street yWatlington (Wathlngton 2734
Eon.Secretary:iirs.C.Perdue,Tall Beeches,Hardwick Rd.,Whitchurch’ (Pangbourne 2009)

Directors: Mr.W.J.Fowler (as above)
Mr.C.R.Hart,2 Goddard Close,Shinfield,Reading (Reading 882454 )
Committee:the above,with Mesdames M. Fallowfleld N.Gould,M: Olver,P Woodford and two
others to be co-opted.
. Ea a2 SR R R Rt

Apologies are due because this bulletin is a few weeks later than advised in the o
Aprll/MPy information Sheet but it means that all the May -~ end one June ~ activities: »
can be reported,Once again the Editor ssks members for contributions - even & few. llnes .
- on matters of archaeological interest,and for book reohmmonaatlonbohr is rot ‘meant
that the Bulletin should be made up entirely by the Ldﬂtor and the df 618.‘ WJF

CALENDAR
Sun.18th June,lilley Farm from 11 am.
AISO M40 Arch.Research Grvup.There is a report meeting,to which : 11 Who have
helped with the excavations are iuvited,at & pm at the Lady Spencer :
Churchill College of Education,¥heatley.in view of the short notice
and the distance a talk on this,with SIides,will be arranged for'one
_ of the SOAG meetj 28 in the Autum. ‘
ALSO Work also contimaes 3&111 further notice at the medleval 51te 1n Sadler s‘
Weod,NGR 734962, 1eave cars at 729961 ,0ff abprcach to Upper Vlcar s Farm.
Tues,20 June Comaittee Upe*lng at the Thutched Cottage,d pm., CE
Sun.25 June  Field walk along Grim's Ditch from Carmel College entrance NGR 617879,on,*' o
BAT9 Woodcote~Crovmarsh road. R
Field walks will also take place mogt Wednesday evenings from Whltchurch o
Hill at 7.30 pm, o
Fricay § June General Meeting at Whitchurch Hill at 7.30 pm,014ve Haxt Nlll review = .°
" the Tesults ¢f the field wzlkdng to‘ante,hllu taf:ng with r\fxrpncé (o R
Ordnence endc other maps,
Sats,! & 15 July Lilley Far,unices there is an emergency on the 40, bat Sadler 3
Wood will probably be unavailable by thed
It is 2iso hoped to arrange a dey at lilley Farm durwnﬁ +he week from
Monday 17 July,if members wish. : ‘ :
Sat.22 July  Visit to excavations at #iddleton Stoney ,RB farmstead: w1th1n med,castle
?_~} 29 Jaly) bailey,where Trevor Rowley will explain what is happenlng

REPORTS
Anrual 4enera1 Meeting This was held on 21 May at Tall Beeches, ”hltchurch by 1nv1tat10n
of the Hon.Sec.and tir,5.Perduc,and attended by abcut 20 members.‘
The President spoke of the way in which SCAG had grown up during the’ year ‘and -was_
gaining recognition in archaecloglcal circles through its mcmbcrshlp cf (9.9 CEA and
notably by the work of members on 'rescue'excavations, With this growth in s*a+ure 1t :
was felt that the offices of President and Chairman should henceforth be sepqratea. ' ,
In reviewing the work of the year lre.Grehan Kerw szid that there nad been work at’ L111c4ﬂ
Farm on 14 occasions,while the Berins Hilil site uad been closed after. 7 VlSltS;*S neltnez
the information from the cuttings nor surface indicatioas offerved evidence of a- 31gn11ﬁcq b
site and investigation of the well was beyond our present resources. B
No fewer then 29 field walks had been held under the able divestion of C11ve PnTt and
reCAnuLJ we .especially welcomed some of the bova from the Cratory Schcol. A sacond - scrlco" 3
of WEA lectures hed been held and a third is in prospect. liemhers hav ,uakéd‘part in 8"
exnurqhons ‘aad SOAG had been represented at 3 conferences, 1pc]vd1ng ihe’ CBA9. Rendat

YEA colirse wes in progress, ut two meore sosial gothe*lnga had & cg p1°c

Total membership was now éver: 60 during the, year 20 members had Jo“nﬁd,cgawn t 6 1osses”
" hope that everyone will brlng ‘at least one new member ‘in the coming: year!, the:.

President continued,and went on to extend sympathles to members who -had -bsen 111 esp601r¢1yf

Treasurer,and also those membérs:who so readily put their cars at the disposal- of: otheru;'fJ v;;
"It is very gratifying the Way everyone helps every bodv else...long may we' conthnue 1n ‘f;_nff
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AGM(contd) .
Mrs.Greham Kerr was unanimously asked to become Pounder President sine d1e or. for

as long as she wished.The other officers and committee members as set out above were
then elected. :

‘ The Treasurer's report showed a credit balance of £14,04 and Mr. Prenoh was assured
of our thanks,as was the Hon.Auditor, Mr,4,Greham ferr,

After tea the Chairman commented on the first series of hESCUE sl1des,pr03ected _
by the Hon,Treasurer.ilthough these are primarily designed to ghow the dire archaeologloal-
 effects of present day developments ~ mineral extraction,roadway and housing schemes and-

‘the like - an objective made very clear,they also give a selectlon of outstandlng s1tes
of different types. ' WJF
Visit to the Oxford City end County fuseum,#letcher's House,Woodstock, . _ Sat.April-29.

21 members,8 visitors and a baby met here at 10.30 am end Were conducted ‘round ‘the:
offices and workshops be Mick Aston.In the Record Office he explalncd the system and '
allowed us access to the files,photographs end maps, end also to the other offices, mhere
pottery and bones are stored .VWe had a detailed tour of the Conservation Laboratory,where
pots were being reconstltuted.

We then went round the Muscum itself and saw ancient cooking and domestic things
and old crafts,and farm 1mplements Finally we gathered in the Lecture Room for lunch
ag it was rainlng We had hoped to v181t Blenheim but de01ded to look at the chu
opposite. '

As we left the workshop Mick pointed out how the Tudor bulldlng is. grafted on to
the Georgian part and we thanked h1m very much for the trouble he took to: maLe 1t such

an interesting v181t. CAGK
Visit to Verulamium Sat.June 3.
Some dozen members ‘and friends made the journey to bt Albans,where they met,Anne and
Clive Hart returnlng from the North.It was unfortunate that 1ack of transport p“eventcd
a larger attendance. Gareth Devies,the Museum Curator, gave us a vasily interesti ;our 8
lecture on the hlstorv of the settlement from Belgic tines to its decllne 1n th
century AD,and was 51ncerelv thanked for giving so freely;of hls ime and 1]
Pfter a plcnlc lunch Cl've Hart conducted the parf “d th "hlef
the site and veryone was 1mpressed by the thoatre ~ one:of the. few if not -the o one
nown in this country - and the hypocausts whose working was. explalned Cllve knows the
area well and was evén gblé to show the ~ounger members of ‘the party’ where thev'" ]
find RB" pottery in ancient sp011 dumps!A very ﬂlccessful day conclhded w1th a V1slt’to
the Abbey,and e returned in the early evening. o CP(by phone)
Rescue Archaeology - ‘SOAG and the M40. '

‘ Some mcmbers ‘made thelr ‘first acquantance with resue vork on the probable RB cemetery
at Queenford Farm,Dorchester,under cold conditions in February. :

During Aprll and May about & dozen members have worked an a ~number of occaslon‘ on four
sites being ‘hastily inves gated before destructlon on: the 11ne of" ‘the M40 extens onnine
mlles between btokenchurch and the Waterstock crossroads,on which intensive cons ”ctlon
operatlons began 1n mld—Maroh This experience has brought home the rca11 es.. ‘of rescue
work - on one 51te g1gantlc eartn moving machlnes were behav1ng 11ke th hosts of Mldlan
- and has proved of irmense benefit to both SOAG and to the M40 Archaeologdcal Researeh"
Group.At times SO0AG nembers have been the mainstay snd even the majority of the volunteer
workers,whlle members are galnlng much from working w1th more eyperlenced people and :
under the direction of younger professlonals who are very much up. 10 date.

" There is one note of warning:under the pressures of the situation corners have to be
cut and the meticulous and careful work which must be the hallmark of re3pon31ule y :
archaeology is not possible when a site can vanish before one's eyes,Only & salvagpftf*f o
operation is. poss1ble. This was brought home the other day to the wrlter when‘lns ead of‘d'fl
a trowel,he had the use of a DROIT,a relav%ly small mechanical scraper,and drlverAto tak
off ‘the ground. surface across scveral sections of a medieval ditch. Invone SCCOpAthe
machlne took off most of ‘the top301l from the ditch. surface and drar zed. it
with small "chance of seeing any finds in this s0il,and leav1ng the surface : it

. freshly broken tile fragments from the collapsed bulrdLng roof protrudlng.On
match machlne with machlne ,but much is lost,However, tne ch01ce is_ often betwecn
if the 31te is destoyed or some clues from hasty vork. : ‘

" Briof notes on the four sites follow, kS
Eggth_ﬁgrm.Nllton Common. N6 indication from acrial, photos or flOld walkmg,d'"'i
identified after tops01l ‘stripping.Pottery and otner objects. fro ’

. ( ' t;cent BC. One IA hut circle completely cleared ev1dence"of at 1east‘
pottery extended for g-mllc also a33001ated dltcnes and flOld boundar1 S i
Levknor,Church Farm, The' ex1stence of an RB settlement,probcbly a farms the lleld |
to the S.of the. NWY’llne .vas known from 1971 fleldwork but its, N. 11m1us weregulknown.,$- :
Cleanlng of -the MUY surface after mechanlcal scraplng eneablrd the iine of the “Ne boundary_:
_and other features to ed | for sone. dlotance. . :

.others wn1le
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| Lewknor Icknields. Vay (contd.)

were excavated There were no grave goods with the gencrally well preservod skeletons,‘
datlng evidence was ‘provided by sherds of late RB pottery in the fill.. o S
adlerts. Wood,new Christmas Common Koad. This wes completely covered by trces and most%,
ofthe site is off the roadvay line.It would seem to have becn a farmstead complex
pled over some centurics as the pottery runs from the 12th to the 15th. oundat jat
‘of :flint have been uncovered and masse of tiles have oo'lapsed around these and into 2
‘frroundlng ditch.It may be possible to continue work betlffor somc weeks, © . LWIR

‘MISCELLANY
-*“~L*bragx ‘Pat Woodford is building up a collection of: archSCOIOV1cal books Anv one ;.
shing ‘to borrow - or, better still,lend books for the ‘use of. other members - s} ould get

fh with her."Current Archaeology"is avalloble on loan 0 membors and we" shall

other periodicals., , -
Verulamium For thosc who missed the recent excurs1on - and others - 1t 1s hooed to V;
; arrango another visit in the Autumn, ‘
. .CBA O Newsletter no.2  This conteins notes on our Field work and on: Lllley Farn amongst
“gome 60 accounts of work in 1971 over thé five countles ‘of the Group. Coples at. 35p can-
be obtained through the Hon.Sec.or Chairman. There are also copies ‘of Nowsletter no.#v”
”‘stlll avallable at 10p.

, We must congratulate our ‘Treasurcr &n. becomlng Hon Seo.of thl
8 happenlng whlch will undoubtedly lead on to that ccoperatlon between the s001et1es {g
A‘whlch has been in the air for some time. o
Membershlp The Committee wishes it to be known that. Bulletlns will no 1onger be o
sent to members who have not renewed the1r subscrlptlons due. from May,by the end of the o
3 follow1ng December, ~ Lo
_ Active ggrtlclpatlon ~ Doubts have been expressed by some: membors about golna to holp o

on the M40 and elsewhere owing to lack of experience.There is no need to be d1ff1dont Be
- préparcd to ask someone more experienced,to work with hlm/hor and to see what is done. .
:3Opportun1ty will be taken at Lilley Farm to talk briefly and demonstrate some bas1c :
- techniques.The 1mportance is again stressed of hav1ng one's own trowel up to 4 , i
“.the blade forged in one piece - those with rivetted blades; and gardonlng trowels are of
little use.

A book. recommendation.

W.G. Hosk1ns ,The Naklng,of the inglish landscape. Pellcan 80p.

It is no oxangeratlon to say that this classic, first publlshed in 1955,1n1t1ated
the study of our env1ronment as the product,not only:of thé dcvelopmonts ‘of the latest*;f
two conturles but of a continuous process from prehis torlc tlmes It should be _ B
compulsory reading for anyone interested in how our country31de came ‘to bo as we

- see it,

ENVOI Although we.can modestly congratulate oursclves on a rCl&thOlj high proport1on
of active members scompared with similar groups,ve would Stlll 1ike . to see more- :
people in the field and at meetings.ie hope to have more v1s1t1ng SPeakors durlnﬂ :
the coming season. L

Reports on ficldwork and Lilley Farm arc held over until tho next 1svue,&honftﬁereh{y
will be more to say. L

16 June 1972 WIF




