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All archs eologlsts in this: country Wlll naﬁn been cheered by the announcement '

~‘on 20 September that the Govéernment has’ appo:.nte,, ‘ -
the Department of the. Finv:Lronment ard that incroeag ,
tne next few yeers for archaeology,not only for‘excavatlon but also fov- conserva 1on
jand publlcatlon Thus the campalgn of the last w ee years led by R.SCUE but pressed

) But there is no place. for complacency, every da o more ev1dence of our past 0.158. ‘
. for good vithout record and e ‘mst a1l contim:e to 1 on the alex . In ou*"own erea"‘the
otner day an oil pn.peln.ne was’ put through Grims' Dyke mthout any publlc notlce.It ‘
. was fortunately seen, recorded s far es possa.ble and reported
L The general pos:.t10n Wlth regard to the prooosed DOE- Regionel. Umts remalns
o ,obscure We are fomtwmate in that the Oxford Unlu,covermg the "new"Oxfordshlre 19'74,
came into ex:.stence on 1 June,and Tom Hassall offlcn.allv bécomes' Dlrecror on Oct 1y
vthough he has been out in hJ.s 1arger parlsh for some t:une.
. In view of’ the’ present uncertainty the. CBA has de01ded t‘lat for the pv-esent

Group 9 will contimue to include the five countles - Beds.,Berks.,Bucks.,l\Tortha"xts & Oxon. :
***’ B R e X RTE AT -"-)‘r-:.. -Xv’n**-k-,r . :

)'“-CALEMDKR

: v‘urs 25 Oct. (by invitetion of the Coring Historiecal Soe. ). Tom: Heesell on. MRec ent o
T excavations on Oxford"in the Church Hall oppom'ller' of ‘-'&énsfield.fl_‘
Frid.26 Oct. David Hall Hon.Sec,of the Hlahham Fe*rers Arch, SOC.,‘Tlll desc be and-. show
~————————— 51ides of ‘the fieldwork which:ihe ead: his' socmty cary’ O.lt ine ITorthants and
g’ghlangtree N.Beds.His surveys are of a high eiandard and for this - end because he is
Hoodcote travelllng a long way - please support th:.s meetlncr eSpec:Lally.

,FT'l 16 Nov Second Annual blnner at Ch:.ltern (*hase Woodcote T for 7 30 pmo

Theres will be a guest of honour.

j:-);: Members who wish to take part,w:.tlo guests are asked to flll in the: sllp

accompanying th15 ‘bulletin and return i'b to the Hon.Secreta:ry by 26 OCt. S

not forgettlng to. mdmcate choice of menu. o

Early appllcatlon is advised as numbers’ have to be 1:un1ted.
 Course of lectures after Chrlstmae

There is still no. Firhm ner news-‘on. this o1t if it ca.nnot ‘be arranged there
will be a series of Group meetlngs wuh guest speakers,

"";::‘F:Leldwork .directed by Clive Hart. ileet at 11 am.,brlnglng packed 1u_nch.
B Sunday 4 I\Tov. . The "Four horseshoee','Checkendoni SU 663523
Sunday 2.Dec,  Cray's Pond SUG3T80;

. ,,.:Reports NMee tlngs ‘. :

24 A 0 Alter 1n1t1a1 dj“-’,:':roultleu vt prevented the use, of "Langtl'e
‘some. 20 members .wngoyed an ing rv'mal meetlng a’c “ﬂe Tn" ;
Cl:.ve Hart shower. elldes of ]

‘ted-ta on work 1n Ablngdor 'dumng.h
ranged from: ne :
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. Excursiong

‘,Sat,14fJulz, Woodchegter Roren Pavement:.
"As the pavemenL is omly wiovered once every ten yeers the
fopportunltv was not one to be missed.Th: nuvement is part of s grest villa
occupied from the 2nd to the 4ih- centurics,excavated bv the son ¢f the Vicar
of Rodmarton in 1793 Slnce then only the pavement has been uncuvered.As a
-churchyard extended over it parts of the acsaic were destroyed by graves dug

- more depply ‘then the majority.

. , Ehe pavement is 48110" square,the largest mosaic H.of the Alps and
»jthe ‘finest in Brltaln.Its central theme is Orpheus,surrounded in a circle by

r:‘beasts.one unusual feature is'a nymph one’ of four,who - presumably because of
" the. cl1mate -is. wearlng boots! We were fortunate in our visit on two counts;

‘V”flrstly bocause we were able to hear the mosaic described by David Baker(London
Unlverslty,one of the. foremost experts on Romen mosaics in the country,and

secondly because it had been raining end we saw the colours at their best,

v Afterwards we visited the church at Dagllngworth,nr.Clrencester,

. which contains several Saxon sculptures,in perfect condition because they had

" been built: reversely into the church wall so that they could not be seen,During

~ nineteenth century reconstruction they were discovered and turned the right way
“rou.nd“' . o V.5,
: Sat 15 Sept. Berkhanpstead Castlelfltstone Totternhoe motte and bailey
' “castle,aiden Bower = causewayed ‘canp and plateau fort.

This; 1nclud1ng several'miles of walking,was ruch enJoyed The Editor
apologises to Allson Price,who wrote an account for this bulletin,which he has
- mislaid.

Census of Med1eva1 Tlles,OXfordshlre.(Part of the natlonal project sponsored
R by the British Huseunm)

‘A group. of members under the leadership of the President is engared in this
~ in the area from the Thénes northwards to include Dorchester ,Stadhar:pton,
--Stadhampton and Lewknor, Deborah Hemnlngs 0x.City & Cty.lus. )1s coordinating work

. in Oxfordshire.

“Already,31 churches have been visited and a map based cn the 24"0S made
on which to record progress. At a church,we. search for tiles,often hidden in odd
~ places,and if we are lucky, then record detalls of size,type,design,glaze etc

on a fnum 1ssued by the 0CCM, to which are attached tracings of each different

design.
Members w1sh1ng to take part in this - no previous experience needed - should

v""get in ‘touch with the President.

Survey of route of new Henley-Reading road.
Work on the ground and on documentery sources goes forward.Those willing and able
to- take part please get in touch Wlth Clive Hart,

'Items .

Jan Wason wrltes enthu81ast1cally of v131ts to an carly 18th cent.blast furnace
site- near Hartfleld,Sussex and to Haxted Water Mill nr.Jdonbrldge and cormends

the work of the Wealden Iron Hesearch Group,of which he would be pleased to
'”fsupplv paltﬂculars (30, Lambor)ugn Hill,Wootton,bongdon, Berks)

Alistair Greham— Carr secured a metr.n tape measure for the Group at a sale,

. and has. also worked on excavat'ons in Ciax ncoster which produced some mczaic,

'vV'pottery and wall plaster fronm Ronen dore°1“v sites.

Beruard Levy: worked on the ham s Hill(Fronze Age)site near Kingston Lisle,
which was visited more brlefly by Clive Fazrt and the Chairman,The istier spent
-a month on the Dark Age c8itc  at Cadi.: - Congressbnry,Somerset,unile the
former has been visiting. Orruoy ‘and Shetisnd,
The PreS1oent has recentiy found s intercsting eerl; 1Sth ceatury pottery

under- a shop site in Pangboaim.

Books -
- Caroline. Slmpson,wa lnnford The archanxujlcal implicatiociz of deVolochnt

: (GJ,Arch Unit) Copies iror fewley House.

'Barry Cunllffe,Cradle of En,gluud . 80p.. )

BBC.:Fublicetions ...




‘South Oxf‘ordshire Arohaeologlcal Group.
Subscriptions. 19’73—4 .
To the Hon,Treasurer, Mulberry Cottage, }"f;i'jr Rd.,Goring

or the I1on Secretary, ‘l‘all Bezches, Hardwick itda.,i Thltchu:r‘ch

Herewith my °ubscr1pu10n for 19’/3-4(75p, Az 11v ’SOp adults PSB Junlor)

Date. Nene
Address

South Oxfordshire Archacological Group.
‘Anmuel Dinner - Fri.16 Nov.1973 '
To the fon.Sec. ,Tall Beeches,%hitchurch, via. Reading Berks

I intend to be present with  guests, and enclose ‘ . 'to co'{ref thé}.fc'o"sf '
of places. o S P
I would prefer nena A/ nenu B (Sec below and delete as approprlate)

Nene
Date ‘ Addr‘eSs

MEBnu A Main dish Turkey Cost,inc. cytras tut not wine c.d 85)
.:-Vkmu B " ™ Roast chicken " " L P 34 65)

Details of other accor_panymg courses from the Hon.Sec.if rcqulrcd.

STOP PRESS A typescjript red'iscovered.

Vigit to Berkharpstead ctc Sat.15 Scpt.
"Our first ulght:mg was . .b_LOdlCW Cross, cut. 1n tac SOlld a,halk Passmg through
Ellesborough we caught a gllnpsc of Cvmbellnc s B ou.nt a notte and bailey castle
with two small ba:.levs At Berkhar: -pstead Cestle the earthworks arc its .rost notablc "

featurc. .
After lunch in glorious sunshine on Pitstinc Hlll from whlch we- could see . .
the P:Ltsi-ono Green Mill,s restored post mile mth ’rmbers datmg frov 162’7 the .'
earliest windmill dato in this country : o
Our last stop was at fotternhoe,Clive: Hart pomtcd out a Foman: v:.lla s:.te a.nd
ancient quarries and we walked to Maiden Bower an Iron Age enclosurc over a’
Neolithic caxwewavod canp.‘l’hm we walked some furtber distance to Totternhoe :
rnotte and beiley castlc - also & nature reserve-=— whlch nevor had 1ater stonc -
walls and buildings. : LY
Ag it wes getting late ( ond because of- thc reluctanco of older vcrbcrs
like *he BQ, hrs Gid not visit I- 'M,ch 92 Bcecoa cenp-and bar TOW ‘but returned hore
after a most snjovable and intercsiing day.” ' ' ‘e
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