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‘fhcalendaf of Events;

i X \ '

L -January 3rd - S5th. Oxford Neekend ”on?erence - The
R ' , omall Towns of I oman Brltaln.

Friday 31st Jan. Meeting at Langtree School 7 45 D. m.\’
bpea&er to be arranged ‘ :

- Saturday 1st Feb. Day School on Documents and Local
History. College of further
'iuducatlon, Theme.. Fee: £1 :
‘Tutors: David Vaisey, Trevor Rowley, '
‘Julian dﬂll . -

a ;”:Sunday 2nd Feb.,  Progress Leetlng, Parish Survey, 2 p.m.}d
o o - Rewley House, Oxford. Please briung
any finds, plans etc. L ‘

L " Saturday 22nd Feb. Fllnts. OpporuunLty to kandle and

-i  . ‘ B C dlscuss with Andrew Sharrett. 10 a m. ©
s I e ‘ Ashmplean, Oxford..

"+ -~ . Please inform Mrs Pat Woodford

.. March 1st and 2nd. C.B.A. Region 9.~ Locel A“chaeolo”y
" ' 'Eeekond, Oxford. .

~Friday‘21st March. Lecture - Archaeolowy and the Tbames
: ' Water Authormty. Mike Hall_
Langtree-School. 7.45 p.m.
‘ " . . ‘—l % '

Saturday 12th or 19th April. (Date and time to be
- o confirmed at previous meeting). Neet
at tre New Oxford Museum for a tour
wWith Crispin Paine. '




Monthly Meetings. - . .

It has been discouraging, of 1 te, to notice the.
dwindling attendance at-our monthly meeting s., Not ohly,
is this alsheartenln to a speaker, but of conswaerabTe
embarrassment to thenorganlsers. Tvery effort has been
made to acquire speakers on a variety of topics for the
monthly meetings of Jan., Feb., and March 1975. lease
make the effort on your part to at end, and we *hink
you will find the talks interesting. '

It has been agreed to meet in future at T.45 n.m.,
with the 1ecture beginning at 8 p.m.

Renort on Meetinas. ) ' - ,

On September 29th John Hinchliffe lectured on his
excavation at Appleford. This excavation revealed a
large enclosure, fronting onto a. roadway flanked by
ditches, which showed 81rns of having been recut. The

enclosure contained uracec of C1rcular tuts; also a ,
ToHur-nost structure surrounded by a shallow circular ditch,
similar to that found at Wlnche%tor in 1074 and ' tnouvht to
have been a shrine.

More recently, Richard I ?radlev of ﬂeadlng Unlverqlty

“addressed the Group on the outcore of éxcavations at
"Rams Hill, a Bronze Age Bnclosure on the Berkshire Downs.
. The 1n1t1al ea”thwwrx took the form of a flai-bo utomed ’

.

ditch Wlth vertical sides and an internal rampart,
possibly faced by sarsens and large chalk blocks.
Possibly after an 1nterval of disuse, the ditch.silts
wére cleared and *%e bank pushed in to prdovide rubble
DaCkln for a oallsade. »uat er, the defensive systen
conol tad of two parallel palisades. The majority of
anlmal bones were of cattle. .Snail evidence has
uvwestpd that the envxronment was previously wooded.
From evidence available, the main activity at Rams,Llll
apnears to have been seasonal grazing, but. this does

not seem to Justlfy the elaborate phases in construction.
26th'October 1974 Portche'ter Castl

\
As part of the W.E.A. Bvening Course on Tarly

Mediaeval Arhaeology, 8 members of 5.0.A.G. with our .
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lecturer, Brendan O'Connor, travelléd to Porchester
Bastle. = - o N

~ Portchester is unusual amonsg English castles in that t
mediaeval castle is built inside the walls 6f a late

Erd.century Roman fort of the "Saxon Shore". Square

in plan, it . has 20 D-shdped bastions, 14 of which

remain., The Roman masonry of coursed fllntwork w1th
horizontal bondlng courses of tiles and stones,
survives in large stretches to a helg}t of 20 feet,

We entered *%e fort by tre wWatergate, which faces
east (towards Poetsmouth). This gate, and the Landgate

-in the western wall offthe fort, are not the original
Roman gates, but were rebuilt by the Normans when- they

erected their castle in ‘the north+west’corner of the
fort. The Horman castle, with its massive keep, was
built in the reéign of Henry I, and the internal
buildings and gatehouse were a1 aréd and reoullt during
the 12th to 14th centuries. The open excavatiops. in

the inner bailey showed the/post holes of earlier

Saxon buildings on the site. The castle:has been
used -as a Roval Palace (by Richard II) and as a ’
military prison during the Hapoleonic Wars. _
, In the south-east corner of tre fort is the Lo
parish church of Portchester. In 1133 it bec:ame the
priory .church for a convent of Augustinian canons,
but after about 20 years the priory was moved to

- Southwick, behind Portsdown Hill, and the church

reverted to parochial use. UHone of the priory
buildings now remain. ' .
' ‘ ' 4 D.F.

Larlsh ouvveys.

During the 5ast tbree yvea ;fmembers of S,O.A.C;

“have taken part in field walks, with the intention of °

identifying sites of archaeological significance.

.Site s, not wrev1ously recoraed have been plotted on

6" Q. o. maps. ' o
Barl igr-this yeaﬁ it was éecideﬁ'to initiate a

field survey of all parishes.in the county. Histor 1cal

‘and archaeological groups throuvbout the county have.

offered assistance. A briefing mé&éting was held at.
Lady S NQWCQT_hP*“ﬂHl VolTeuv,'Whea+ley3 on October
¢k ich Trevor PowleJ and James Bond described
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the principles of field walking and surveying. Basic--
instructions have now been issued to all those taking -
part in the Survey.

_ Clive Hart has undertp&en to act as. llalson offlcer
for the Survey. He has offered to assist any 1nd1v1dual

r group requiring guidance in field waTklng. 50 far, -

he has organised field walklnp exercises for; beglnners
in-the parlohes of Lewknor and Ducklington. The N
Lewknor Group has identified what appears to be a new'
prehlstorlc_31te from surface finds near Adwell Cop.

In the course of field walking, two of our members,
Beryl and Peter Anderson, have made a -detailed survey of
a Romano- Rritish pottery kiln site near to Nuneham‘
Courtenay. -

Further exercises in field walklﬂg w111 ‘be arranged
for the New Year in differ ent parts of the county.
Anyone interested is welcome to attena.

. Forthcoming,event" related to Parlsh Survey : -
- 8at. 1st Feb - Day School on/documents and local hlstory
College of Further I Paulon, Thane.
: . Fee, £1.° e T
Sun. 2nd Feb - Progress Meeting. .2 Do, “Rewley House,
Wellington Square, Oxford. RN
Please bring anyvrlndo, plans. etc..

W.E.A. : : :
14 members 6f S5.0.A.G. are attending a course on
Mediaeval Archaeology this winter. .The +wenvy 39591ons,
accompanied by a verltable avalanche of maps and site
plans, have included the study of. granges, D.M.V.s,
monastic and moated 51tes.’ This last subJec», it seems,
was often nothing more than a medlaGVal status symbol at -
least in the Norfolk area- not a colou ed T v. buu a moat
round your pigsty! o
As our lecturer, Brenﬁan O'Connor, had been involved

in work on excavations at Portchester Castle, we L
discussed uhls gsite at séme length, and also pédid a moot
rewarding visit to that ancien 1t place Dlscoverres at:
the recent important digs at Wrncheoter also came into
the course, and a vi3it to the Ashmolﬁan Museum -will

nable us to see and handle pottery etc., bringing lrome
to us vividly just what utensils and tools-peoplé, such'




as the fulWers at the houses in the Loser Brook and .
Tanner Street area, of Wlnchester, usod in mediaeval ’

times. - g - I . R T L ';
) e O . [ "':M.‘K'.‘ ' : eyt

jMenbcrshlp Subscrlptlons. L - o Lo
: The Hon. Treasurer is sorry to note t%a+;due Cd

- . - subscriptions have not yet been received from .some ;.

i _members. The "membership year" runs -from Way 1st .o
{|LE - onwards. . | Membership costs 50 pence per annum, reduced
i, to 25 pence for those under 20; there is also a; 101nt

T‘ . husband and wife membershlp of 75 pence. :

f‘, . Fembers whose 1974-75 subscriotions are, ovcrdue
TR ‘may instantly ease their conscience by sénding the due

'E © amount.to the Hon. Treasurer,. Mr P. Vaugkaq, T3 Baker

(i Street, Reading, RG1 TXY. ("hecues or postal ,ordersf

A should be made out to S.0.A.G.) He will be equally .

: delighted to receiversuoswrlptlons in person at the

i, next meeting. . S R PR e
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P Butser.- Anc1ent Farm Proqecé e '
Wi This project is no dount familiar to those of you
He -who attended. a lecture given by F.J. ReynOLﬂs, Progect v
(- Director, at Reading University, last winter. '
th , The project, on land made available by Hants County
ll: .. Council, has constructed the beginnings of a small -
i settlement, conceived as of about 300 B.C. The

intention is to train and use an ox-team, wwtn ,
. prehistoric types of plough, and to have other appropriate
o "animals and- implements. It is planneq to provide a
! centre for research, by experiment and observation,. of
A aotual practice into the way of life of "Ancient Hrluons
L It appears that the project is now endangered

v “through lack of funds. If you feel you could-assist in
‘ saving this projéct, vou might like to enrol as .a
b« - M"Priend of Butser" The basic subscription is £2.50

a year. You uoqu become a "Friend of Butser"” by
sending your donation to P. J. Reynolds, Butser Ancient
Farm Project, Rogate iouse, Rogate, ntersfleld Hsnts.r
S S \
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-“heese and Wine Partv.'”‘{ ' g

“could get in touch..
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The annual social evening of S. O A G.; on TuQSGey
December ¥0tl, took the form of a cheese and W1ﬁe
party. We are indebted to the headmaster of the }
Oratory School, woodcofe,'who so kindly permitted us'
the use of school premises The log.fire and congenlal
surroundlnps did much to’ stlmuWaue a feetlve
atmosphere, in which archae01001ca7 and more mubdane matie
were dwscussed at leisure. Having engoveﬂ the party
fare, members dispersed with renewed enthu31asm and
dedication towards the arCﬂaeoloqy £ 1975,
The lerary Box. . . - '

For the past thrﬁe years I have been ih charqe of
a llbrary box.. come'oooks,have.been given, and otliers

"are lent by members. The box is brought to all.

meetings, and trere is a'n0ﬂ1nel charge of a penny a
borrowing. We rave a wide selection of bovks of =
general archaeclogical. interest; among others, we have -
Sir Fortimer Wheéeler's "‘tlll Digging", Leslie Alcock's

"Arthur's Britain’, Caesdn's "Conguest of Gaul", Roe's
”Prehistory" and Hos&ln s "Making of the inglish
andscape" I do hope members will' nave a look and

flnd somethlng to interest’ them.',
If any members rave any hooks that they would be

"willing to lend on a member-tp-member basis, I would
‘be very pleased to hear from them.- I could put a note

in the library box, and anyone whe was interested“

We also get Current Archaeology and Oyonlen31a

‘and circulate. them among members.~. 'ould anyone who is
Ak ,

entereqtod see me at mee+1nvs. - : ;
POMLW,

Caar B




“Hon. Treasurer. Mr. Philip Vaughan, 73 Baker 3treet,

- act as liaison officer for the Group, and will 1nform-

’by 31st March 1975

‘School, Wallingford Rd; on Tlursdays from 7.30 p.m. on

‘Wwill consider the one ancient material for buildings ard ho

e N [ —

Group President. - Mrs. Cynthia Graham-Kerr, The -
) - Thatched Cottage, Whitchurch Hill.

: 3 Fangbourne 2901 '

Hon. Secretary. Mrs. Marion 1 allowflpla, 64 Wood ote

’ . Way, :Caversham. - Reading 471647

. ‘ Reading. Reading 55123
Field Director. Mr, Clive Hart, 2 Goddard Close,
' Shinfield. Reading 882454 ;

Hvery week, many.archaeological sites are being
destroyed by development of one form or another. Try
to observe Je10pments in your locality and, if you B
feel a site requires investigation, please contact S
Vrs. Pat Woodford, Coring 2107. BShe has agreed to -

the Oxford Archaeologlcal Unlt

;
S

Future Bulletins.. . //
Articles for inclusion in the next bulletin should be
nt to A, Hart, 2 Goddard Close, Shlnfleld Reading,

top Press,
W.5.A. Course at Goring CnuLch of Jngland Primary

Architezture - w"ecorafc:wc Tiles and Brick Building.
The first meeting will be on the 9th January, and tge
fee will be £1. 50. :

The Chairman of.the’ Gorlnm branch of the W. E A.
writes; "This course will start from Roman times- and

it became the country's main D“WLding’mater*al. It will
also deal with the different médiaeval methods for colourin;
and decorating tiles for floors, and with the massive
Victorian revival of tile-making, using machinery and
more cadlours and methods.

The course will be given by Miss J.A. Wight M.A.
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