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‘Calendar of Events

?riday 3 Oct Lecture ~"Work of a Field Officer’ by James
Bond, Oxfordshire County Museum.
Langtree School -7.45p.m.

Sunday 5 Oct  Field Walk. Meet at Checkendon Church 1lla.m.

Tricay Y Oct Lecture - "Excavations at Tivenhall by
. TTTTTTTTT Rirsty Dodwell (Oxfordshire Arch.Unit)
Field Officer for South Oxfordshire.
Langtree School 7.45p.m.
vatarda™ 22 Mov Tield Walk -~ Meet at Checkendon Church
- TS 1la.n.

 Frida, 28 Nov Lecture - “Shopping in a 17th Century Town®
’ by David Vaisey, Deot of Western HManuscripts,
Bodleian Library. '
Langtree School 7.45p.m.

 ecermber £ Social Eveﬁing, similar to the Wine and i
Cheese Party of 1974, is planned for early |
December, '

1.77 Meet 10.30a.m. outside Town Hall for Tour
of New luseum, conducted by Martin Heighton,
Assistant Director.

28<.9 Peb 1£76  C.B.A, Weekend. Oxford.

‘Sdt arday 17¢an Visit to the New liuseum of Oxford.




Observations and Excavations

The economic climate now prevailing has not seen fit to ,
bypass the archeologist, some excavatisns planned for
this summer have not been carried out, iue to a lack of
finances. 2

1. Abingdon and District Archaeological .Society, under
the supervision of Michael Parrington (9xford Arch.Unit)
has excavated foundatiomns of post-medieval buildings

in Stert Street. Volunteers are welcome Tuesday and
Thursday evenings, and Sundays.

2. 2 high pressure gas pipe-line is planned to cross
South Oxfordshire in the vicinity of a number of known
sites. George Lambrick (Oxford Arch. Unit) will be
observing its progress. '

3. Recent Publicity surrounding the future of
Wallingford Castle has caused grave concern, not only
to archaeologists in Oxfordshire, but also nationwide.

In Feb 1975, Oxfordshire District Council were advised
that the site of Wallingford Castle had been scheduled

as an Ancient Monument. This site is one of national
importance, both historically and archaeslogically.

Also, it is one of the major features of the town.

The D.0.E. has recently announced its intention to
de-schedule part of the site which is the subject of a
planning application for a Residential Home. The D.0.E.
reached its decision on the advice of the Ancient
Monuments Board. The effect of the de-schediling will

be to endanger the future of Wallingford castle, and
possibly even set a precedent for further de~scheduling.
A "Save Wallingford Castle" campaign was mounted when

the decision of the D.0.E. became knewn. As a result of .
this campaign, the D.0.E. has announced that a public
inquiry will be made into the future of Wallingford Castle.

Museum News o
The Museum of Oxford, épening in December,is a new museum in
the centre of the city. The museum aims to relate the story
of Oxford, from earliest times to the present day. There will

be frequent temporary exhibitions, lectures and demonstrations,
8.0.A.G. can look forward to a conducted tour om this museum on




Sat. 1} Jan 1976.

The Cemty Miseunm at Woodstock is mounting an exhibition
from 20 Sz2pt to 31 Dec. to mark European Architactural
Heritage Year. The series of almost 200 photographs will
show the great diversity of bulldyng styles found in
farmhouses and cottages, within the Oxfo:rd region. The
exhibition will also pose questions about problems of
recordilg and conserving these bulldlngs.

An exténsion 1o the Museum of Engllsh Rural Life, in
Reading, is dive for completion in less than 8 weeks time.
The extension will house farm wagons and ploughs from the
reserve collection, not previously avallable for

viewing b, the general publlc. '

Survay of. Str;p Lynchets at. Bottom Farm, Ipsden Oxon

In May-th’s yecr, S.0.A.G. approached landowners,
Hildred Farms Itd., for permission.to measure and plan
Lynchets. ifr. Fildred had long been curious. about these
land featr2s end was only too pleased to learn of thelr
function ar 1 aporoximate dating. -
With the ..c tthorn scrub removed, the group was able to
draw a plar and section of the .lynchets. These. are the
best éxa.ples remaining in South’ Oxfordshlre, and can be
seen to confirm to the pre~énclosure pattern of the .area,
Seven lyrclets remain on this south facing chalk hillside.
They have ' 2en ;reserved as a result of the steepness of
the hillside anc its cover1n6 of scrub.
In the ccurs: of surveying, a small pit containing farm
rubbish, ,re 1930, was observed. at the N.W. end of
Lynchet No.2. The contents of this pit comprised cld white *
stoneware. Keiller Marmalade jars, Burgess Anchovy Paste
pots and lids, and broken torpedo-shaped glass bottles.
Inscribed or the glass was "I.C.E. Berg & Son,Bradfield",
and "Codd's. Pater t' 4, London S.E." These had all been
sealed under doviland ‘grass until thls year when the
plough had rippec up the sods.
A further find or the top of p051t1ve lynchet No.2 at the
H.E. end was an iron plough-share of a type used for
. hard or ston;' grcund. (Type 10 as p.19, The English




anllsh Plouﬂh"'x LB, ausmore) This type of plough-. "~
share was used until yLlor to the lest wav. g R
Book rcference: "Ancient Fields™ by'H.C;‘Boan,',ildl. .
S“i Puol%Sh?{?.fti {?OP?ZA o "_-..- ﬁ‘RgH;'“A'
Surveys-- iu.:u, . ':i:' !

This: dry’ sunner has’ been 1d9a1 for t1e oboervatlon of
crop marks throughout the country. 4n alignment of

pits has been recorded in Moulsford: oarxaha El?ht .pits
appeared in. the golden corn as greén spots' running

N.W. - S.E. (SU592848)

In August, two .'new! ring ditches werz visible in.

South Stoke parish. Fach ditch had a diameter.of -

10 metres and was situated on.a south” ‘slope in a line

N - 8. Once’ agaln the green corn gver the altches was’
very apparunt in an otherwise ‘golden’ flCld.p; :
The Cry uummhw'W@ather'unbv_ugnaL“LJ proved’ha zaraouy' B
for .many . thatchnd bu11d1ngs. The Btrlay 4ow ub11c B
House at Cllfton Happden, -a fine eXl“ple of a cruck’’
cottage, was Lurnt to the gloau?.' An LQ;hUolactlc
archsgologlst fron “orchester ‘has -ajreed to sketch what'
remains of ‘the ‘Barley Mow for the County Survey records.

L ,JL
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The wdrk‘éf the,herkshlre \rchaeolovlcal COL mitted

The Berkshire Archaeological Committee was . formed to
adninister D.0.E. funds and formulate cohurent policies.
of rrseﬂrch within the County. Its Chairman- is Dr.Sladé

of 2eading University, and its: secretary is Mr.T.G.Gwatkin - -

of Feading Museum; among other members are Mike Hall,
who lectured to us’ last winter, and re presentatives of
the Berkshire County Council and the 31x plannlng
districts within the County.

The :first. act of the.cormittee was to appeint Mr; TlE o
Gates, a Cambrldgo graduate, to compile  a survey of
Berkshire croomarks on the lines of the "Upper Thames:,
Gravel Report” published by the Oxford Unit. He also
carried out observation: work on a Bronze Age site at
Hoveringham's Bray pit. Planned excavation of crop




marks near the M4 at Theale, where extraction of gravel
hae been cutting features for over 10 years, and a '
ring ditch near Easthampstead failed to materialise
for various reasons.

On 1st April, Grenville Astill from Birmingham Unlver51ty
was appointed Director of the Berkshire Archacological 4
Unit, formed by the Committee. Over the past few months,
Mr. Aatill has becn curveying the archaeological potential
of Berkshire, aud obaeev1ng endangered sites., This led’ to’
the finding of remalns of Roman walls at Beenham gravel
pits. ' G K.T.

Ringing the- Changes ~ an Expedltlon into Beds and Bucks

Eleven members met at Woodcote on Sat. June 28 at 1Qa.m.
and set off for Wing. The church at Wing is one of the
earliest Anglo~Saxon ehurches of basilican plan. The apse
is hexagonal in form, a most unusual and curious sight.
The church is thought to date from the 7th to 1Oth
centuries. Under the apse, we peered ‘into the crypt with
its stout p111ars. It is probable that priests enterad
the crypt from the altar ares above. Once in the crypt,
they processed around a centrally placed reliquary.

The cbu*ch ‘tseTC has a 1o"e‘y carved roof, wcredoz and
brasses. Other features of interest are 15th cantury
Dormer memorlalo, -and Aylesbur; font base in the po}ch~~
Frem the church,, ed acruas a field for z mes
view~0f earthworks. We observed reversed S ridge and
furrow, and hoiloways to the open fields; also house
p1a“Forwq all "reurd the western, end of the villag 12,

LK
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From Wing, we travelled to Stewkley to visit the Norman
church with its massive tower. Stewkley Church is ~1mcet
eatirely 12th century, with arcades and tocihiad striag:
course. Inside were heavy Norman arches, a palnted celllng
of 1862, and five medieval tiles in the. wall in the

sar ctuary. :




On the way to Dunstable we passed a windmill tump at
arourbridge, and paused to lock ai the o moated g1l
with 15th century gatehouse, of Tilsworth Manor.
At Dunstable, we were met by members of Manshead
Archaeologlcal Group at the Fr1a§y site. “They showed -
us their excavation- of the all-mysterious- complex of-.
crosses, and an assortment of Roman pots. We paid a
short visit to Dunstable's Five Xnolls Barrows, at one
time excavated by Sir Mortimer Wheeler. On.the home-
ward journey we passed Pitstone Green Post Mill (1642)
- C.G=K. CT
Evening Meetlng - Calleva ’

The most recent meetlng of :.0 A G.s was held on the
avening of July 8. Members met outside Silchester

. Church for a tour of the Ronan remains. The south .gate
of the Roman wall has recently been re-excavated as :
part of a consolidation programme by the D,O.E. From. -
the open. trenches, several phases of.constructlon‘could
be observed. The group followed the line of the
remalnlng walls, and vigited the ampitheztre. The
evening concluded with discussion cheese aud alel

The encouraglng attendance made -any organlsatlon for o
ning so rewardiag. : N
the evening c 8 S . C.R.H.

/’

Book Rev1ews v
1. In 1273 Dasil 9"“rh:¢r puslishad for the Oxfordshire
Rural Community Council ' Oxfordshlre. A Handbook for
Students of Local History", edited by 'D.M. Barratt and
D.G. Vaisey. In 83 pages, for 52 ., they uumdurlso .

- county history in a natlonal contaxt, and llst sources,
and repositories, museums and soc1et1es.\ In the final
chapter they try to answer the four g %1onJ that axe
most often asked. There are. nine photographs Lllustratxng
sources, including Mapledurham church wardens' accounts
for 1737. Documentary research is essentlal if phy81ca1
remalns are to be fully understood. G.K T.




“Len-lscape Archaeology - An Introduction to Fieldwork

°

This is Mich and ‘Trevor at -their best, and wéIl’ worth
readin, by’ everyone, at whatever'stage of 1earn1ng. It 1s
obtainable’ {'rom bookshops for £5¢50 The book covers many
arcas of Oxfordshire, Shropshlre and Warw1cksh1re. Thexs
are many nbctograpns, and a wsalth of dlagrams and s
drawings. It'is neatly divided into claar, COnClSG
sectiuns, without a lot of padding, and one can use it .
for quick references. Chaptér 8, on "organising’, shows
the “history! of the M40, which won S.O A.G. its spurs.

This is a most readable, clear and;fa c1nat1ny book. e L

T C G K.w

A ch’ in ﬂrltanny

In Jul; we: sPQnt week in Brltanny, p*lnarlly to see some_g

of the magaliths whlch cluster’ ‘round the little town . of.
Carpac.. There e a fantastic array. of *Hese, ranging in -

date’ fron c3, 500 to ¢2,500.BC. Those that, fasc1n9tcd me.z,J”

most weve tb( Allgnmcnts - thesé are qu1te unlike . almost .
anything -else . certainly ymlike zuything in nnoisnd -
- TOWS ahJ rows of huge stones of all shapes and slzes,

marching acrcss the:field “into the’ distance, surrounded by "

zoldei gorse end brocm. The Bretons used to explain them
in a vivid lege nd as bclng an army of Roman soldiers,

petrificd while pursuing a local saint, and thig ﬂsstribesf

their appearence very wel 1' In one group of three
allgnments tkere are about 3,000 stones,'1n 10 11 and 13

rows.
There are also numerous menhlrs and dolmens, some.

inscribed tthkL] with lines,-curves-and other marks,
one stone is covered with:an- array of what_looked to me
exactly like hockey sticks! However, I am told that
they -are ﬂrsbably sheaves: of corn.

.'A

he whole area is most attractive. “AS well as the -
uesallthsg there are. beautiful beaches,’excxtlng rocky
coasts, flshing v111ages, astonlsnlngly pleasant-holiday
ccttages (compare them with so many in this country), and
delightfwl villages and small towns.

p4
Techniques cn oost“Romsn Landscapes™, M. Aston and T. Row]cy.

et e et i i




We drove back by a round-about route, taking in two
elaborate and lovely chapels near Le Faouet, the
picturesque town of Hennebont,yand the ruins of the
romzntic 13th century Chateau de Tonquedec.
Altogether, a most interesting and enjoyable holiday.
P.M.W, :

Future Bulletins

Over the past few months, S.0.A.G.s have visited
many sites of Archaeological interest. L2ss fortunate
members would like to hear about these exciting
experiences. Send your articles please, by

15th November to: A. Hart, 2 Goddard Close, Shinfield,
Berks,

%
%
% RESCUE EXCAVATION

Volunteers required NOW to excavate unique Neolithic
site, Cannon Hill, Maidenhead. _

(Building site near roundabout, A308M) .
Directors: Richard Bradley and:Biliwétértin

Grid reference: 896793




Grpup President:

Hon. Secretary:

Hon. Treasurer:

Field Director:

Liaison Officer:

Mrs Cynthia Graham—Kerr,
The Thatched Cottage,
Whitchurch Hilly .
Pangbourne 2901

Mrs Marion Féllonield,‘
64 Woodcote Way,

Cavershanm
Reading 471647

Mr. Philip Vaughan,
73 Baker Street,
Reading. h
Reading 55123

Mr. Clive Hart,

2 Goddard Close,
Shinfield =
Reading 882454

HMrs Pat Woodford,
Ashtree,

Crays Pond,
Goring Heath,

Nr. Reading
Goring 2107




W.E.A.Courses. Details from Langtree Adult Education Centre,

Langtree School, Woodcote (Mr. P. Trout)

Introduction to Foman Britain Tutpr: Brenda O'Connor

A One Year Course of 20 meetings dealing with
the History and Archaeology of the Roman
occupation of Britain from c¢55 BC to c410 AD,
on Mondays from 7.30p.m. to 9.30p.m.
beginning 6 October

01d Buildings and Building Materials Tutor: Miss J.A.Wight,

Weekend and R

M.A. (wvho has recently published & book on
the subject), 4 Terminal Course of 10
meetings on Wednesdays from 7.30p.m. to
9.0p.m. beginning 24 September.

esidential Schools. Details from Rewley House,

10 -~ 12 Oct
25 - 26 Oct

15 - 16 Nov

5 = 7 Dec

2 - 4 Jan
1976

25 - 28 Jan
28 - 31 Jan

28 ~ 29 Feb

Wellington Square, Oxford.
seginnings of Urbanism in Barbarian Europe.

Planning ~ An Introduction for Archaeologists
(and others).

Buildihgs of Oxfordshire. (Mecting Place to
be arranged in/Charlbury).

Medieval Forests, Parks and Gardens
(to be held at Missenden Abbey, Great
Missenden, Bucks). '

Archaeology of Monasteries.

The Historic Landscape - An Introduction
Archaeology and Comserwation

C.B.A. 9 Local Archaeology Weekend.




