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Cal>ndar Of. Events.

Tuesdav 16th Decomber Wine and Buffet Evpnlng at Oratory
: School Woodcote. TleutS £1

Saturday 1?th January Vlslt to thp New Museum of Oxford,
1976 ) Meet 10 30 a.m. outside Town
h T hall for.tour of New Museum, to

3:52003E 5, By liartin Hotanton,

Friday 23rd ianuary . Me etlng, Langtree Sohqol. 745 pem
' - Aspects of Field Survey,

Friday 20th February Lecture by Dr Malcolm Ayres,

Conservation Officer of South
Oxfordshire, on Smaller Post-
Mediaceval Houses., Joint Meeting
with Goring Historical Society

4 at Free Church Hall, Goring,

- (oppos1te Miller.of Mansflﬂld)
T.45 p.m. ‘ _

28th - 29th February Council for British Archaclogy,
: ' Group 9. Local Weekend. Re awley
House, Oxford. -

Sunday 21st March A.G.M. Langtree School., 3 p.m.

Speaker to be confirmed,

Oxford University Dcpartment for Ext rnal Stmdies -
Future Mcetings, :

Friday 30th January Recent Excavations an Me diaeval

Village Sites - Guy Beresford

Friday 27th February Recent Excavations in the Nene

Valley,




Friday 26th March Recent Work of the Lincoln
Archaeolpgical Trust - Christine
Colyer, Director of Excavations.,

We should llku to welcome mnto our Group,Mr and

Mrs W, Harding of Goring, Graham Carter of Whitchurch,

Glyn Turner of Blewbury -and Marion Jollocks of Woodcote,

What does the Group offer to new (and not so new)
members? .. - -
‘ Approx1mately every four weeks we hold a general
~meeting which takes the form of a talk by a guest
speaker, an authorify on some topic of historical or
_archaelogi¢al interest. Usually the talk dis:i "7
111ustrated with slides or exhibits of some kind.

Durlng the summer months day excursions and
_evening VlSltS are arranged to places of interesti
Saturday Jan 17th 1976 ‘we have atranged a conducted
tour of the New Museum:of, Oxford.

L At frbquant 1ntorvwhs fweld walks are organised
for bhb purpose -of gaining- exnerlen\e Ain 1dent1fy1ng
and’ reﬂordlng archaeoloO~1 cals 81tos hrough surface
Ffinds: -AnT membdy is welcome on a ¢ eld walk, All
‘that is recuired i cked, lunch, oncil and ‘pad,
an 3 1y bo provider -

" Group A parfidipatihg
Hurrey, tio object of which
;uo prOV'4“ ate for th Oxford Ci. - and County
Wuseum, s1t s and monum ents record, I on i

requlred to carry out’ this survby if a l D
~in South Oxfordshire are to be include:, Clive
_is acting as liaison officer” for the Parlsn Survey,

and he is in communication with all groups and .

societies involved in the prOJect .-\ﬁ~sp ciali”

. knowledge vr expertise’is nécéssary, live Hart
©owill SolSL npy member willd to underc~ke suxvey in

: For

\_)

1.,

'Ju*%ey'of the sarish of
permission to visit Chazey
group of SOAGs spent a .
' SUrﬁﬂturbs
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. 21d actiwities are somctimes arrenged at short rriige,
v.not¢cen prior to development, and in congunctlon with
the Oxford Archaeological Unit, Similarly, members ax.
somciimes asked to help at rescue axcaVatidns when slocs
~are threatened, ?
. There are many ways in wblcn you toc can be come an
- active S0AG, .. You may well possess some skill which
could be of great value to group act1V1t1eb. And what
does it cost to be 2 membar? aubscrlptlons are 75@ per
member, £1 for husband and Wlfp mﬁﬂbvrshlp, and 25p
_ for junior memberskkp, .
e ‘M account of the Treasurer's rvport for the year ,
'endlng March 31st- 1975 appears in this bulletin., Since

.i_,May of this year the Treagsurer. has received only 20 .
_.subscriptichs for the current ypar.v e is usuallv

i_,avallabl0 at. General 1 eetlngs to aooept any outstandlng
debts..

_ RbCENT LECTURE&, summarlsed by the Secretary, who
‘feels the accounts do not do full justice to -two
excellent speskers, whose lectures were attended by so
few members, * '

Work of Fl“ld Offlcer9 by James Bond :

4 The fl°1d department at the City and bounty Museum,
Woodstock, was set up.ten years ago. Owing to. -
restrlctcd finances,* t%c staff consists-of only one
fleld .afficéer and one clerlcal assigtant. They keep
the sites and monuments rcecord, which consi'sts of a
punch card sys tom, w1thWaps, slldos, records and-
photographs of “thi sites’ included.. They also collect
information to back up the exhibits in the Museum,

During the past, dry ‘sumscr, flights were made to’
search for crop marks and takg air photogrdphs, Some
new sites were discover red, and ¥nown sites surveyed,
Ground level surveys were ~lso carried.out of dcéserted
and shrunken villages. A survey is in progress on the
effect of.modern d=sp- ploughing, which -has bceen known
to Gestroy sven schedinled. hill-fortse:. A rgpid survey
carried out at Wilcotez in Wychwood Forest resulted in
the site beilig saved. Modern farming methods make
recording of landscape .features a priority, before they
disappear; 2.8. =2nciant hedgerows and Saxon boundary

e




ditchess

The Field Officer encourages part-time workers.
dg glso advises on sites such as cob and thatch walls,
one of which was proved on inspection to be 18th century
by the pottery embedded in it Industrial fiohuments are
. recdrded before demolition; ,e.g. 1€0H century tannecy
at Zynsham. Lﬂndscane gardens are surveyved' and

ﬁhotogfaphed to se how ‘4he preseht remains agree with ~

the original designs9 such Hs those at Rousham House,
dpSlgned by Willian Kent, Remains of" 0ld fishponds at
Tackley were surveyed with the help of documents at the
Bodleian Library, which show typical 17th century

. schemes for laying out such featires. -
One of the most interesting narts of the talk was

the account. glven of Manor Farm at Cogg s, .which has been
*acaulrod as-an addition to the field denartmpnt for the
storage ard uxhlbltlon of old agricultural. machlnery.
The farm Droved t9 have an abandonéed . moated site “in cne
“of the: fields, and to contain a core of medlaeval
“~building, ‘among later additions to'the house, it

.':10 Hoped, when funds allow, to -carry on- farmlng

there, and have the old machinery working.

. BExcavations at Rivehhall and Hadstock Churches

"S,ssex), by Kirsty -Rodwell, =

i Rivenhall Church was to all. &ppearances ‘an
 uninteresting plastered structure of early’
;V;otorxap date,: known to have been Tebuilt in.
"1839. A small trial: excavation was starfed,
parallel to the nave on. the- south side, and this

revealad several phaseq of consfrucflon. gater,

-+ external rendering was strlpped off the wailg, '-.-

which pévealed bands of re-used Roman tile:: also. -

- on apse and two small Saxon winde s bﬁ-‘x- T

of the: first stone’ ¢hurch on the ¢ t2.:0 o ...
Purther oxcavation at the Wer . oni weo.
. Saxon doorway below an -existirg J1e, ar i ¢
 foundations of, 2 madiasval tower, . n ,
were earlier trenches where the bulldlng of ai oL
" tiwer had been started but not cempleted. F -
. wruins of elespew wells of a wocdur ‘y}uﬂﬁ Y e .
. that at Bast Pergholt also éame to light. Below -
this had been 2 large and imposing Roman vilia




of the first century, raised on a nodlumq 80 that its
internal floors, with their black and white tiles,
would have been five feet above ground §Vh1

Many other 1nturest1ng finds in thulv111age showed
that in Iron Age and Roman times this had bean a very
prosperous area, and that ths area in and arcund ithe
church had been occupied sinke that date.

Hadstock Church is obviously 2 beautiful and
, esting late Saxon building. The village, once a
place of importancs, latar became so poor that little
alteration was made in the building; indeed at one
time the chancel fell down and disappearad altorLthb*.
Recently a rotting wood-block floor causad the church
to, be temporarily closed. Tha znlightaned church
council gave permission for excavations to be
carried out, prior to 2 new flopr besing laid. Ma:
floor lovols of differing periods were found, but

ary fow actual finds to assist dating.

At one time;thers had besn a furnace and bsll-
casting pit inside the church, and post-holes gave
evidence of madiaeval rebuilding, In the south
transppt, stripping revealed levels where the church
had bezn built in stagss from the 7th to 10th
centuries, and the site of a porticus vhere important
people hnd been buried 1n Saxon times. One grave
had possibly contained - 1 stone coffin and could h1¢3
been the burial place of St, Botmlph, Thers is a
theory that Hadstock could be tha minster built by
Canute aftzr the Battls of Assendums., This idea is
sypported by- some scholars, zs the fine stone-work
remaining is thought to be contemporary 1030 A.D.

M.Fs

" Moel Hirgddug, ?111tsh££g .

Spme time ago I visited Dyserth, near Prestatyn,
where excavations were being «carried out on a pre-
Roman Iron-Age hill fort, Moel Hiraddugy . The carliest
fort, built at the dawn of the Iron Age, was bivallate
in the east, and of contour type where the ground
allowed, Th= final scheme of defence made greater usc
of the strong, natural slopes.

The large enclosed area contained the remains of
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a settlement winhin the defensive ramparts. The
strongest part was built on the high ground as a

last refuwe in the event of the enemy entering tha
walls, while the remainder of the walled area was
used as a self-contained village community.

While I was there, the Ti]l&g“ aren was being
excavated. Work had started Yon four huts, of the
morz than forty thought to be there, The huts
appeared to be of two,types - round and re ctangular,
In the round huts, a 31ngle cantral timber
supported a thatched roof, which rested on a
circular stone wall. Rows of parallel timbers

‘supported a thatched roof in the long huts, which

were usually in the form of shelters without walls,
A hearth was found ageinst the rampart on the

~east sidg of the hill, This hearth contained

large gquantities of charcoal and iron residue, .
Bone found on the site was almost entirely
snimal, ox and pig being predominant. Very few
human bones had been discovered, and those mostly
outside the ramparts. Oyster, and other sea shells
were found,

The defences of this complex fort were being
steadily destroyed by quarrying. A hoard of
decorative metal work found between the defences

could be dated by its s%yle to the last half-centmyy'

before the Rommn ,conguest. The hoard included
bronze mountings of a shield., The position in
whice some objects were found suggests that the -
goods were lost during an actual attack on the site.
o e J.W.
Refs: Ellls .Davies, "The Prehistoric and Roman
Remains of Flintshire,®
W.F. Grimes, "The Prehistory of Wales." .

Mucking Thurrock, Essex, (Crop-mark sites)

Mucking & Muccingas = the settlement of the
people of Muccae

Since 1965, archacological investigation has
been carried out almost continuously on this danse
complex of sites, first., discovered by acrial photo-
graphy in 1959. Students from many countries have
faken part in investigations organised by Mucking




[

Beavation Committee with supwort from Thurrock
Borough Council, .The British Museum, Essex €ounty
*Council, Society of Antiquaries and local firms and
1nd1v1dua1s. Directing excavations are M.U. Jones'
and W.T. Jones who addressad Oxford University
‘Archasologivdl Society on Monday, .iTth WovembcL,

Work (1n advance of gralvel extractlon) so far has

;,shown dltches and plts that thend oveér %, OOO years,

‘from Neollthle to early. Saxonq< Fllnts extend occupatlo"
‘back to the MpSOlltth; whlle a ma 2digeval w1ndm111 -and
latér fleld dltchms are thﬁ‘only recent features, The
site, on a 100" feet long terraoe, lies close-to the
natural cross1np p01nt at. the head of the Tham s estuary
Settlement “sequence ‘is. rovealed thus - Bronze Age
farmlng1 1nalc%tbd by éllght enclusure ditchies; about
S5th ceritury- “Bil. a-circular blval]a hillfort of the
early Iron Age followed by later iron- 1wﬁfsettl°mcnt
of peaceful farmers and animal herders; later ‘evidence
reveals use as a Romano-British obmetﬁryg A
rbctangulur enclosure, partly double-ditched, could hage
beeﬂ.constructﬁd at the time of thb ‘Roman conguest,
Wlthln thls enclosure a brinze peqdpnt from 2 1st

' ceﬁtury Ron n Legionary's armour was found,. The

enclosure became a feature in the fleld 1ayout of a
'Romano-British villa, : ,

- Many flnds, 1nclud1ng roof and flue tlles, and
graVu offerlqgs, sugvest thp 31t0 could have been a
prosperous oneéa-

In_and around the. Rom%n flelds are thﬁ remalns
of: Saxon shrunkon huts, more than 100 of’ which” have
bsen excavatmd. The huts are arranged in 2. groups,

parat@d by 2: Saxon cemoterles contalnlng some 800
orematlons and’ 1nhumatlons.' Datz of Saxon occupntlon
is poss;bly from earlv'Sth to 7th oenturLes o
Domestic pott Ty was in. °v1denoe$ and graVﬁs cont%ln ed
the, very distinet lat= Roman military belt’ LlelﬁgS(

The sité has revealed evidence of he 2bitation from
prehistorie through Romano-Brltlsh to baxon times
and for thls reason is qulte unlque. C.R.H.

Tl




- TREASURER'S REPQRT FOR YFAR INDING 31st MARGH 1975
(Presented at the SOAG Annual Gonoral licoting) ‘

I am pleased to rénort 2 relatively satisfactory ..
year for SOAG from the financial aspect, but we must
continue to take special care that our®outgoings are -
Judiciously controlled. 1In previous years it has bazn
the practice to present fully audited accdunts at the
AGM, I ant sorry to have to say that pressure of
other work has prevented me from having such a
completed statement ready for you, but it will be
distributed with a future issue®of the Bulletin.

Key points that cmerge are as follows:

1. We entered the year with a credit balance of
£36.81 and we cnded it with one of £45.05 (which
included ons cHeque for £4.50 not yet presented;
‘debit against that balance)

2, Outgoings consist of Subscritions, Speakers’
expenses and Genaral expenses. Subscriptions
rare for journals for members and our use of
Langtree. Speakers' expenses are self-explanatory.
General expenses include the costs of ,preparing
and distributing the Bulletin, 2nd sundry items of
Postage, telephone and stationary.

3. HReceipts for the year arose mainly from members?
subscriptions, with a small item from surplus
receipts on excursions. *‘embership income was

slightly down -on 1973-74 (£24.50 as against £25.75)
Paid-up membership stonds at 2 Juniors, 32
Standard, 8 Husband & Wife - a total of 50 persons.

Turning to the.future, your committee have
revikewed likely increases of expenditure in every area
and concluded that an increase in subscriptions is
unfortunately necessary. New rates will bes
75p for Standard Membership, £1 for Fusband & Wife,
with Junior Membershin remaining at 25p.

If our memberstip remains unchanged in numbers, -
this will give us a membership income. of£32.50, which
will cushion some of the extra costs., Naturzlly we
hope to acquire new members also. .

I woubd like to thank my fellow committee members
for their support; also Mr Yed French, our previous
Hon Treasurer, and Mr J.A. Wilson, our ¥on Auditor.



SOUTH OXFORDSEIRE ARCHABOLOGICAI, GRCUP,
Receipts. and Payments Account for vear ending 31st March 1975.

VERNT - ..
SN Brions, C.B.A. 6 £1.00
Current Archacology £2.00

_Oxoniensia 1973 - £2.10
" 1974 . £2.10
- " - 1975 7 £2.10 £9.3%0
Speakers: e o B
Mr R Bradley S £2.00
Oxford City Museuwn £2.00 >£4.00‘
General Expenées:. : - o .
Postage, Membérship” .
Secretary's: expenses .-
Bulletins postage, L L
Christmas social meecting . £6.89.
Forward: P o - :
Cash’in Bank and hand. " £45.05
g , ‘ 4 £65 .24

. -

~ RECEIFTS
- Forward from 1974 £36 B
Membership Subscriptions £24 .50
. Profit on Excursions £ 3.4%
X L]
-
7
< - S adea
. ' £65°24
° - Philip Vaughan; %Hon Treasurew,

PROVISIONAT, ACCOUNTS - PENDING

AUDIT.

|




Group President: Mrs Cynthia Graham-Korr,
The Thatched Cottage,
Whitchurch Hill. -
Pangbourne 2?01

Hon., Secretary: Mrs Marion Fallowfield,
- 64 Woodcote Way,
. Caversham,
Reading 471647

Hon., Treasprer: Mr Philip Vaughan,
73 Baker Street,
Reading.
. . fleading 55123

Field Director: Mr Clive -art,
° 2 Goddnrd ulosp,
° ° Shinfield, :
° Reading 882454

Liaison Officer: Mrs fat Woodford
Ashtree,

Crays Pond,
Goring seath,
Nr, Reading.
Goring 2107
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