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SOAC DIARY 

IMPORTANT1 

S0A's DIG for this summeris at 
CHECKENDEN. Grid Ref. SU.653840. 

Phone Panghourne 2901 for details. 

June 17th 

Day e*peditlon - Hiilfort and Barrcws. 

Meet at Grimm's Ditch in Faccornbe Valley. 

Grid Ref. SU.564378 at 10.45 Bring iunch 

L14th 
Day expedition to Cogges Manor Farm-Museum, Wituey. 

Conduc Led tour by James Bond. Meet 11am at Nneum 
car park, price 20p. Bring lunch -.srck bar. 
PLEASE SUPPORT. 

// 

Conducted tour (hopefully with Director,J)r Peter 

Reynolds) of Butser Ancient Farm, as last year. Meet 

10.45 aLQueeh E1izabethContry Pai-k Cente off A3 

between :Petersfieid and Ho-rodean). Piie SOp, 3:cing 

lunch. Snack bar and shop.' 

Sebrlh 
Langtree School, Woodcote 7.45pm. Max Deere of. toe 

Andover Archaeological Society on 'the River System of 

the ArLdo'er Basin and Excavation of a Saxon Cemetery. 

Fieldwa.lks and Digs as announced, please phone Pang 

29011f you would like on.e arranged espeiaily those 
doing Parish Survey. 

Have you paid your Sub - due in March? 
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President 

Mrs Cynthia Graham Kerr) 

The Thatched Cottage, Whitchurch 
Hill 

Pangbourne 2901 

Secretary 

Mrs Marion Fallowfield 

64 Woodcote Way, Caversham 
Reading 471647 

Treasurer 

Mr J Allan Wilson 

Kingswood, Wal.lingford Road, 
Gorìng 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION - due March 
Ist 

Family (2 persons) £1.50 

Single 
£1.00 

Junior 
.25p 

Cheques to be made payable to :- 

South Oxfordshire Archaeological 
Group 

Bulletin_Committee 

Mrs C Graham Kerr 

Mrs U Weekes 

Mr G Thomas 

Please make a contritutíon 
to the famili magazine 

and hand to a Bulletin Committee member. 



Edítoria Notes . 

ou iJ.1 see by ti Rprt of:. the ACM tha t w now iìav 
a new Treasuier,Alan Wiison 1an has audited our accounts 
foi: some years already, and we are delighted Lohave bis 
1-ieJ.p as Treasuret. 

Our retiringTrurer Btt Vadhaì hasarned Our H 

hartfe1t thanks fer hi s meticu bus work on our finatces. 
WhaL with SUbS not being paid on tinie, then two years 
coming at oncee he has had a gxeat deal of extt work, 
making lists of paid up ad unpaidup members, then trans H 

ferring one to the othet eudlssly right up to the ACM 

when he gave a most comprehensive financial report. be 
has tidied up and sorted out our sub list and ccounts H 

and banded. it over to Alan in aLiple pie order, and we ar 
most grateful for all his care and thought ver :11 essn.- 
tial job. Well done, Bert, and we hope you will cottini i. 
with us forniany years. . . 

The Secretary was not so lucky and eventually 4rin 
FalJ.owfield agreed to sta,r IL hé. has help of ssstanL 

H 

Secretaries. .1:0 tke a lot of the work off her, as ; :emp- 
H 

orary measure. 1arion has do'ne immense amount cf wörk 
over the yers holding SO.0 together and finding s all 
th e:eilent lecturers we have at meetngs and truly 
deserves a rest fr'm this job. We are now splitting up H 

the work among two or three hut must have a na!red Secret:ry 
for outideTbuiness, such as applying for membersbip crc; H 

Vdlunteers welc'orne. 

If anyone can catch a good Field Officer on thei-r travels 
this is another post we would like to fill as Ga:eth s 

often awa on his job. . H 

You will notice 'thevastly improved format of the H 

Bulletin., Tis is, largely due to Eric Shepherd, who org 

anised Lie printing arrangements (Lven iilustttocs) aL 
his wife, Ctbïe who typedeverrthiñg for us a big 
t:hank you to you both. 

BUt-. . H 

ITS UP TO VERYOÑE TO SENT) ARTICLES, please. 



w.. would like to see sone of the SOAGs we rare1y see. 
TE:you can't manage an occasional evening meeting what 
abou.ari effdrto attend aneortw outing ot a field 

we 14ç? Families always welcome; and don' t beshy bécause 
vcu haven't been fQr some' tirne 

if t»s s you,note sorneofour dates down NOW before 
yourdiaïygets 'filled tJp': « - 

to'i't torget, SOAG takes "Cirrent Prchaeology' for tha 

use .of Lts nternbers -piese ask th& Libra.rian; Pat Woodford 
for a c-py to. borrow, and keep u to dà'ce with th& outside 
..orir1 of Are'aeology 

i1.i the Junior who thought Current Archaeo1og was 
digging cutrants out of buns please brrow the Ïnaaziue 
atortce . 

.: .. -.: 

6teonParishr',es 
At lastea.re making sorne progress 1n this project 

.ind 2 groups of Parisb SULV9YS ere beng undertaken Marioi 
:Uv v bus da Mapledurliad and Cyti 'on South Stoke and 
Coììarsh area. . 

e are honing some more of you wtL fi tfte explorers 
urge i f che. ;eather is incleme«t. to do sorne Armchair 
Archieoiogy and delve intoevery book, and the Records 
Cards,. (Bernards) and find everthing óossih1 about 
their arc , not it out - then one is all ready Lo o cut. 
aad rinc or 1oo'. anew fer the things, to look at th frclds 

oì: Lumps dod humps and all. for a fi.id walk aswanted. 
Coìsng Heath and Wh tchurch are as ye not covered also 
secral etrs if ou don't anc'y thoe Come and get one' 

1 . . 

' 
.1 ....... . . . L 



I 

'the DeirLi 's_Churchyard, __ ìckendën. Rf SJ 65'4840 

This year the. Oxford ,Archaelogical Unit (who control ail 

excation in Oxtordshire) have honoured 33JG bT offer ' 

us the Devil's Cnirchyard sit in Checkenoen, to ,e run 

and dug by us, ith Charlie Chmbes f the Oxf'òrd Unit 

directing and Cyn as Site Supervisor. 

mis is a wonderful opportunity for all SOACs ro cne 
and. partake of thatrare and spcia1 ativit7 a Gïoun 

Dig. Even if you have aches and pains nreventing you from 

working, any member is most welcome to come and.watch and 

learn, and do light jobs as they crop up. (Such as tea 

making) 
- : - 

Anyone interetQdnd able to dig please ring Cyn ac 

Peoghourne 2901 at once, and we hill fit you in hopt. 

t work sçlced;,eekendsarid everifngs, and daytime this 

summer. / 

, The Site - 

Going down Bradley's 'Street (du.t ' 'Logroves Lne) 
one arrives at thc brov of the stLep hll l.oflnc to So,o 

Farm; p,ari cars b'y trie large ban ori left and roced ori 

foot forking off to he right up a muddy track iiito the 

ioocL, past a notce 'Llaze' Site i in t claii 

at the Heiie e have a dduble encles«re of bankand 

duches, in a very irregutar circular sap, t1c o&er one 
mostly on one side only. 

We have opned to trenches to the NW and NE and may db 

a third one later, We have aiready fhund a small bronne 

ring.near Trench I;and sorne pieces of quern inTrench I 

anda half horseshoe - ?C17. The ground is flinty and 

at the morflent it's piks and shovels, but as WCO down 
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W s1i11 be looking cthsely for pottry in the di.tieS 

yJiporI,r. . , .. 

Nobody must dLg wiLhj,t infotming and having prnission 
from the Site Supervisor. (Cyn) who keeps the records book 
for tIle Unit. Records are and anyt1Yt 
left out or done íricorrectlywiil. bring serioustrouble oiì 
SOAG So ring Pangboiirbo 2901 and. we wi11wi.1Iin1y arraùge 
a tinu- to suit ail offers rnostweLcorneasitîsessentii 
to kèep the sitedrkína. and, having undertaken to. dò the 

. . 
job we must see.'ít ,through t6 sucessfu1 COnç1usi:n which 
means everyone doing their bit 

SH1EvGs t.... . 

Th'e riìon'thly mea tlng for May was arranged and announced 
for th 19th, meeting at our own County Museum at Woodstok 
and sufficient names were. on the list to enable us to go 
in at a reduced price. : 

t 

The Director'J A Bateman, arrangeci fdi'rus to have a 
'talk in the Lecture Room,./ cplainá'bout the rnuseum 

Ou t of .70 mnembi.rS' exactly peopl turned up.. 

We waited for hour, hoping for ore, then gave up 
in disgust. -Then Mt Bateman hadan nteeting chat with 
us (after 'our abject, applogies) and we spent a fascìnatinv 
two hour touring the museum dth its excellent new chvon,e .. 
logical arrangement. 

We then drove to a spot near Enslow overlookíig the 
Oxford Cariai (afté a tóur o Woodstock,itseif) and had 
lunch aid foud ore fossils. We continued past the site 
of 'Wood Eaton (ornr1 TmpT' as seen at Woostoek)'and its 
Ronan road, andon to Cuddesdon, where we examineì' the. 
church, after pässïng thé Bi'shops Palace. Driving on, w 

diverted a little to visit the Dig atChaigrbve, a C13 
moatd manor, veycomp1iated, on which we'are having; 
a lecture in the Autum:, and so home tFno.61 it ne 



Picase S0'\f, don't let us down like this again, it s 

nsrd sork phoning and \isiting people and arrarging wLth 

places, and costs monéy. Wewere most discouraged aid 
ashamed 

PS An evening Dig was as bad - twornember. only 

Butser Ancìenr Farm 

We are still collecting 4ps to become "Friends of Butser" 

.annual sub £2.50) so bring your 4ps to the President. We 

are'nearly. there so lets get it done before we arrange our 

nexL visit there in early Autumn. Please tell thePresident 
if you. would, like to corne -. a most interesting days. outing 

to the site,: near P.etersfielfi. Picnic lunch. We. already 

have adozen families interes.ted - any more? 

Date - feptcmber 8th 

ST0P PRESS: £2.30 collected and sent off. 

Volunìteer inted to rratc the collection tor next year, 

please. 
/ 

.Pre.sidnt 's Report. ACM March -Llthi97,9 - 

.Tbis year SQAG isL0,yars old To he old, timers it 

serns raìar ahl that a handful ot f iinds rounded up in 

bic-1mrch hilt snouiJ have become a weh escab)isned glolip. 

itL. near y 2'O people triough oui haads t date, ard a 

steady membership of betweea 60 0; and 'I ould like 

to thank everyone for their support, and interest in what. 

has now becoie the recognised gro'ip of South Oxon. 
3 



.- . 

.It is irnpoçtant to rememberthat one mustcontinuai1 
look ot t for new members ad in' te ttem e.ion, ard -o 

1ceep UI OUT numbcis with frest blood a p'ople move1nLc.. 
and irive probletis pieventing their attenJane 

To turn to our açtivities: : .-. 
I 

The RecordsGróup is going apace as DrLevy will report 
later. Our field walks latyear were slanted to help the 

Parish Survey work, two groups are working on different 
parishesand a thirdcorriing up. 

- 

: w ärerunning utdoorrneetiigs now ii th Sumer. and 
pnt.ninterëstîng evn.ing at Henley;ith Liz Young 

. 

òonductiñg us round the town, ard coffee with the Henley 
Cròup afterwirds We have had two-vLsits to the ButserT 

Ancien tFarmnèar Petersfield and a third is planned fo:r 

the Autumn -Setembér 8th . Wehàve nearly collected our 
Sub of £2.50, at 4p a head, to become Friends ofButser so 

if those who havent would kindlya.dd their 4s tcan be 

sent off. 

Members attended 2 courses, one at Rowley House, Oxford 
on Paish Surey and one a.t EastharnpteadCc'llee 5r Medieval. 

Landscape. / 
/ 

Our Lecturers were John S teane on Medieval Parks, Chri s 
Stanley on aerial photography; nd Les Cram on Early Man 
(which tid in well with the courss) a our monthly me 
ings and we had 2 members1 evenings, which were popular and 
instuctive. 

The Annual. Party at Oratòry in December was as. saccessfii 
as ever ith oveL 30 present 

OLI digging acLi'ities wete at Chai;ce, 13t- (e'rv 
moateci Manor House of gre t crmplexty inducing dapel 
wLtI- mejievri t1es Tnotg oLher 6ocdie, 13 vOrL1 cays 
weLe pnt in and tie Directo: Philip Page, has agr-ed to 

give us a talK this corning ja 

I believe one or two wentto Pingeoc Lu1 as I tJ r 

proper reports or dates i t is not included. 



lt is most imaortant to repoit an activities, that 

two or three of you may du, and however modest, so it rau 

be enterec up in the log which is the only complete record 

of SOAGs work and everything must come to me to go in it. 

We were very saddened by the death in October of our 
Chairman, Bill í'ovler, it was a privilege to have this wel1 

known figurc in our Croup, and indeed he was Father 
of SOAG 

and did much to set us on our way, and his charm arid goad 

humour will be remembered as much as the wealth cf knowledge 

he imparted. 

As an encouraging conclusion we have welcomed 17 new 

members in this past year and hope they will enjoy many years 

of varied activities with us 

9th Annual Reports Conference 1979 

This was the 9th of these annual weekends and probably 

the last in its presenìt form. We had less than 7 hours of 

lectures from 19 speakers compared wtLh 12 hours from 28 

spe:lcers in previous years. There were only 37 names on 

th yjominal roll compared with 116 at the first coiference 

1971, both University and Central Unit Staff were notable 

by thetr ahscnce. Unfortunately, as many speakers appeared 

only to deliver their own çapers, many valuable opportunities 
for discussion. were therefore lost. The GSA Newsletter which 

will be printed by Rowley House should have been on sale at 

the conference but has been delayed. Only 5 SOAGs attended 

compared with 13 last year. 

Lus atthews concluded his description of the Dunstable 

Roman Cmetary, which was pubLished within weeks of the 
final di; f iri 5hing. Anon; ol:her speakers were John Ste rie 

wh has been scudving the Medieval brick industry by exam- 

mm; Stonor Fork where he found 15 different phases of brick 

mark, he hopes to gct cornpnritive data from Mapledurham 

and Ewelne. The Units digs at Hardwick, Mount Farm and 

Chalgtove were also described. 



Gravel 1xtraction and Rehabili tati.on_Conference at .Btlm'ershe 
Co lleca - 23 r1 Septeher. 1978 

This conference attended by people from all arts of 
Southern England showed concern felt among amenity groups 
and- local auth.orities :about these, important issues. 

I. 
- Atpresent, no gravel pi-t has-been restoreçj to good 

agriculturaL land, aithpugh .a:yariety of experimental schemes 
are producing promising rests. - ', - . 

Gravel consumption has drooped in recent years hut it i unlikely' that. he Scutli Easts resourcas will -last 
more than another 20 years.. 

There were speakers from Berkshire County Council, 
the Fores try' Commission, the Nature Conservancy Council 
and the main gravel companies. Nr Tunbridge of L-Joveringham, 
showed slides of Pingewood and said the company was happy 
to coijaborate wi. th archaeologists unfortunately 'this poUcy 
has-not. filtered down to his employees. 

;The need for detailed conditions attached to evçrv'- 
planning permission agreed, pegs marking pi ta, and eg'ioiil 
planning and enforcement staff; was stressed, . -. O 

The Archaeology of the River Valleys - 7th -. 8th.Oc toer. 191$ 

This national conference which was attended by about 
60 people including contingents from the Treat Valley and 
Berkshire Units, was held in Oxford Nuclear Physics Building. 

First, Drs Goudie and Limbrey -described the geology 
and soils of the river gravels. Then Messrs Ïuiley and kilson 
described results of aerial reconnaisance in River Vali.eys 

Ten speakers. then described work in various valleys 
mostly in .advancd of gravel extraction Francis Fayot ds- 
cribed his methods of useing machthery on Fengate near 
Peterborough. Margaret Jones described her early work at 
Lechlade and recent discoveries with 5000 sti1er.ts on a 40 
acre site at 1ucking, Essex. 

The final and least succe-ssf;l session dealt: with scientific aspects, including,geophysical survey, sampling 



techniques used at Mounts Farm 
near Dorchester; and Ian 

Hodder's ideas of spatial distributions. 

The conference was first advertised 
to commemorate 

the 5th Anniversary of the publication of Benson and Miles 

"Survey of the Upper Thames Gravels". Unfortunately, it is 

financially impossible to revise the survey to Incorporate 

sites found during the dry summers of 1975-6 and units ex- 

cavations. Richard Leech has published a survey 
of gravel 

sites in Gloucestershire and Wiltshire 
on 2½" maps; but the 

Heathrow Central Zone has so far prevented the compilation 

of a survey of the Lower Thames Valley. 

Local History Conference - Rhodes 
House, Oxford -Saturdy 

21st October 1978 

I attended only the afternoon sessioa of this conference. 

For the first half hour Dr D N Barratt 
o the Bodleian 

Library, their expert on church records spoke 
on the Parochial 

Registers and Records Measure, 1978. This requires that all 

Church of England Parish Records 
be deposited within 5 years 

fro.i ist January 1979, in the Diocesan Record Office, unless 

they can be cared for within the parish. Very strict con- 

ditions, including temperature and humidity, are laid down 

and it seems unlikely that many parishes will go to the 

expense of housing their records 
suitably. Ar. enormous 

burden is placed on the archivists who are hound by the 

neasure to list cach par sh chest. One tiird of parish 

records in pre 1974 Oxfordshire are not deposited. 

1rs Daphne Aylwin of Witney and 
District H & A Croup 

then told us about Charterville, a ).9th Century Chartist. 

Land Colony established at Witney. 
There were 5 of these 

colories established from 1817, financed by a very dubious 

means of shares and lotteries. The moving force was an 

Irishman, Fezgus O'Connor. Small holdings of 2 - 4 acres 

were estaLlished with typical cne 
storey dwellings. There 

were about 64 holdings at 1'ítney. 
Very few now remain in 

their originaL state or with their original piece of land. 



John Rhodes then spoke on the new Oxfordshire Mueum 
at Cogges9 hichhadriearly 30,000 viitors,ic the nine weeks 
it ws opn this Summer, In his uSui fJuent.fashien,he 
gave us a potted history of the site and a guided Lour of 

the buildings. 

t'jnallv lIt 1? Beak of the Do1rchester Croip gaie a resur 
I.of tha-wor the Cromip is dologon. th paii.sh reçords, .Tey 
have concentrated so far on the 19th Century, ex;ractitg. 
:allpossible inormatiorL from the tithe map and censu 

returns, about the life and occup?ttions of the time, . 

Rhodes house was avery pleasant venue for the CcrerencE 

- just a pity the rush seated chairs proclaimed ones ver 

wriggle 
Liz Young 

Envi ronmen tal A.rchaeoj f i ekend 21st-22nd 
Oc'her 1978 

Thi u':sé's at'thded by .21 pep'le ínc'iuing the 

in-service trainees, small numbers al1owing an nfo'rina1' 

seminár atmi'spher. O 

' - 

Tfe tutors', 'MardnJQrths Mark Rohinsonand Bob Wilson 

}ìave. worked as enitonmreiial spc±alists with the Oxford 

Unft since its foundation in laté 1973. -The Unit five- 

majo.r,excavtons on lrdn Age and Roman gravel sites havé 

i ilumina ted this phese of and use in the Lper T ne 
a big oack-log of samples must oe cleared oefcre a 

pcture can be seen - 

Thetudy of' pollen, beetles, snails, cr'bonis,ed grain 

and animal boes all gve a picture of dLfteLent arL F 

the environment. At AsEvilie dífferent 'types 'of ceä1s 
añd wed seeds'we're found in every 'feature-. -At Bart:on' Court 

animai bones suggest differer'.types of Fand :us'e- Or cCOflomiC 

coidjtaoris 

Work is also irì orogess on sex and age ratios 
'each spécies,'as wéll as'thé i-átio's 'l'tweètì species.' 

? 

'.1. 



The Unit is planning the 20 year investigation of a 

300 acre site between Lechiade and Fairford, where there 

appears to be a aoman VilLi arriü numerous oid streari Lourses 

Noilùawhich often ifldicat envi.ronment on chalk 
sitesare.rare on the gríttyacid soils of the gravels. At 

G.rinsditch th snàils suggested that the ditch was weeded or 
grazed for a lohg time, Ïatei the rampart was destroyed and 

the :tcI1 became overgrown. 

be possible to have -environmental archaeology 

clses at Langtree next winter. At MaidehlieacI a coutse 'is 

now ir its third year. 

renpie, Churches and Religion in Roman Britain Oxford 

4th-thj79 
Over 100, including 3 SOAGs, packed, into the Nuclear 

Physics buïidng to hear 1L varied speakers, this meant sorne 

.15 hours on hot plastic seats. !)iscussions ibug into the 

night. were aJso a stimulating feature of the weekend. 

Tony ing described his 'xva,tioñs on Hayiing island 
where ¿in early Roman TemDle replacing a coin Celtic 
sic may have linkà idth Fishbòurn Sone of hi finds 

are o ten OiV display at the Ashmoleari, he hiis..pub'Lished 
3 interim reports, and nopes to finish the excavations in 

Sep teubr. - -. - - - 

Ann..Ellison who -co-directed Rarnshîl1. in 1972/73 and 

liad, just taken up. her new post as Director ¿f the Wessex - 

Unit described her excavations at Uley. Here an iron age 

ti tuaI .sit was- replaced by a -3rd century house, a 4th 
century temple and possible sub Roman settlement. 200 curse 

.taLLe:s have been found 1/3 of the total number round 'in 

t lolc emaire, they are being studied by U'lLk HassaLl, 
-brother of 'To. Ann bopes\.,to finish the dig after harvest. 

-, ' 

- The conference, which was directed by our old tutor, 
-Warwick Rodwell sprang. out of tJ-i 1974 small tos conference 
arid wiir 1e published by BAR in time for-ChrÎscmas, 



& 6tu7p$ 
Bunter Pebbles 

In trie felds on the groutl(' arcund Gtchamnton 
Farm there ae some brown pebbles, egg shaped and invarîous 
sizes seme q.i te ..arge !hese re non as Bi 1te po-1cs 
and are also to bç found around oodcote and Whitchurch Hill 
mhc ori gi nate in tnt M vilanos ano tiere fo red iii t1 t r' 

period O 

During the ia t glaciation period the as a bhiidup 

of these pebbles along th,e line of the Cotswold escarpment. 
The line of glaciation finished just above this. When the 

ice began to melt it cut through the escapment nd the pebbles 

were carried down in the river Windrush, leier meeting ñth 
the Thames, and were finally deposited around the Goring Gap. 

It must be remembered that 

at least 50 metres highr than at 

would have been quite different.. 

he Thime would have been 

present and its'coursb 

Sue Wright 

5ectc f Industrial Archaeoiogv-in Wo Les 

On a walk along tLe Penbi &-shire Coòl P :h ne 

attention was drawn to stone building in each sandy ha' 

Th.e walls were of a dry-stone construe ton the stones beihg 

up to 3 inches thick by 12 to LB inches long. Ther didnot 
appear to be any ancilliary buildings. The buiidthgs were 

ruinous but enough was left to give one a good idea of their 
original Shap2 They appeared to be some kind of kiln of 

medium si.ze about 2- metres. (8 feet) in height, 2 metres 
(6. feet) wide with a ramp about metres or possibly ¿t.. 

metre along the base. O'; - - 

- Lack of. tiíe preventtd the solution of --various -,cmustions» 
Were they limne kilns? If so, what was the fuel' ft :s. pOss 

ible they were fired by wood and coal. T'ne wood might- have 
been obtaiñed from locaì forestry but there. are very few woods 

there now. The coal might h'ave been brought by collier btíg 
and theír cargoes, exchanged for lime ot mortar. A f'urhtr 
visit is necessary to solve the mysteries. 

O 

j 

- WACK - - 



REFLECTIONS ON ROMANO- R1TIS il 'OTT ERY 
1 

I've solved the greatest mystery 

Of archaeological history; 

The Celtic art of washing up 

And breaking every plate and cup; 

It's simple really0 On this place 

There lived the people of my race, 

The husbands spending half their lives 

Washing up to please their wives0 

Lad5e who had gone to school 

To learn the art of Roman ruler 

Celtic Marthas, Celtic Marys, 

Breanthg "NoIe Id frangere"s, 

To no avail. The men were bored, 

their hands more used to spear acid sword, 

Their minds on dicing and the wine shop 

Idly let each dish ad plate drop. 

With curses poired upon his head 

Each Celtic warrior up and fled. 

Now his descendants di and high-light 

The fragments of the Celtic Twilight 

CN 



CURRENT PROJECTS 

As I write, the Oxford Unit is under-taking a trial 
dig near Lechiade to check the results of a geophysical 
urey on a Roman Villa It a STEP Schone is aailai tney 

will return for a ful]. season in September. 

Elsewhere, voluntary. effort is bemingincreas!nïy 
important. ,Chalgrove will probably be'finished as a .cer.t 
class summer school. On May .12th the iJallingford Society 
will start in Castle Street, while SOAG has staited at the 

Devil's Churchyard, Checkenden. Curious1y,'Chris Stanley 
of the Middle ,fhames, Society plans o start the same day 

at Mbat Farm, Hedgerly, Bucks. 

Th, Berklre Unit is.crrently digging at Reading 

Abbey, where there may be further excavations slotted into 
any redeveloptnent'prog'ramme.. 'Latér the Unithop to dig 
behind the Newbury Coop. Hampshire County Councils pur- 
chase of Silchester has prevented Reading Jnivrsity from 

digging there, this yeai"s t'rainirLg dig has therefore been 

split between the Brimptonci'ravei.pitpnd a plough damaged 

bärrow on the downs. 

The Maidenilead, Soiety"is still digging weekends at 
Heywoods Farm; White Waltham.' Martin Millett hopesto finish 
his lych pit farm' dig iñ Juhe,while. ne.rby at Old Basing 
Hquse "the English Entrance"wil,l be dug again by Tim Schadler 
Flail in'July. "The Henìe'Shciety ha dug in Bell Street añd 

resumed' their Harpsden' dig. ' . '. ' 

Any other .uews öf other projects. within reach of SOACs 

would be appreciated,, by any Committee member. 

Furthérnotes on Patish 

'For a long time Marion, Pat and Mary were the only 
ones' really tackling a Parish (Mapledurham) then Cyn joined 
the ranks with South Stoke and Crowmarsli, Now John Shearer 

has discovered' thé' life of a windmill in Nuffield and is 
studying the mak'ng of the golf course on information from 

an old inhabitant. John and Tane Giffiths-Wil1iams are 
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tackling ipsderì, and Sue Wright is hopi; to gat1r SOAGs : 

to help cr ith Gcr ng, ihi1st inne iaJiird 'as Long oeen 
díscoverin things in Woodcote. . . 

Even the shortest reportsfrornany of these would 
make interesting :eading for thenext Builotin and wi.11 

perhaps erìcourage others to take ver tile rernaining Parishes 

REPORTS ON ACTIVITIES . ., . ' . 

Fiei«Waik at Ueans Farrn . . " r 

. 

We ret at Liptons car pa in Cavesm on a rmar 

kably h6t Saturday afternoon in early Octobr Not exactly 
wherc onc would expect to congegdte foi a fici I ia1k Àcit 
a doeri .SOACs and friends then progressed by cars to the 
most easterly end of Caversharn along Goshrook Road once 
Gooseb:ook Lane. Roughly opposi te Reading Lock turrec 
right towards the Thames and stopped for a short whilu to 
look at the reihs of Caversharn Mill, dhc as attva'tive 
and possibly even older than the ¿ne at Mapledurhan, for 
a null, is rec.rded iii the. Domesday Book on Land be.Longing 
to the Manor of Caversharn. 

lose by 'the mill we founi Deans Farrn reached by 

built up'tràc,k thrcugh the wate meadows, Crily one field. 
ay from the rhames it lies opposl t Hunc y L 7a1me s 

recreation field. The rest of the afternoon was soent in 
Looking over this onc'e large and prosperous farm, its buI id 
inge becoming dreiict,its Land dug out for gravel hacry 

of the, enclosed fields were once th open fields of Cve'rsham, 

The ternooii turned out to e more of a nat're ramble 
than anythirg else. We fotind' a field yellow with corn 
marigolds and the huge expanses of water from e>covated 
giavel ai s dotted vfltfl maar slanris, we.ra t rr1ng n. th 
various water birds. No archaeological firds not even 
a trace 6f the regional Manor of Caversham home of the 
famous William Marshal, first Earl: of Pembroke, and Regent 
Cor Henry IlL. It is probably, as rabs t' people think, unde;i 



.the,imposing edifice of Caver3hanl Park, now part of the 

'BBÇ. Anyway., ,Joht Luca, Ie famér, ave us' a very 
entertaining afternoon imparLing information ard some 

fine 'stories' in his broad Dorset accent 

AChae around Chester 
I 

'Taki'n'advantage of the'spec.ia1 train laid.on by ftc 
WIfradiy' in Chester, which arrived at 1.15, Iset off 
to see' s much as' I could of. this old Roman town. It is 
1ad'o'it in' tptha1 grid fashion of the Romans with fine 
red and'stoné bUild'.ng.s including the Cathedral. Titis 

ontâin's ome'fine carved choirst'alls with mesericord seats. 
A little mo'- with a large tankard, and an imp underneath 
tiIppirig'it,' (thi'at die end of a choirstall) is a famous 

feature, also, carved in stone a little dog scratchng On 

'the other hand the large tomb of the Duie of Westminster 
- 

. ha a piace of honour. Although the Cathedral was founded 
in. 1O93 it has an almost Victorian air, as the red sandstone 
is so friable it entails continual patching and recasing 

-' 
even in medieval times. - 

At 3 pm I saw the Town'Crier announcing a British 
Heritage exhibition, frorr,'the-Narket Cross. The City Wall 

(C14)'fo'llows the old line of the. Roman'City, and I walked 
i'ght' roirid th whole wall (about 2. ciles) 12 --20 feet 

high it took an hours' brisk walking - ovêr alL the gates 
nCJUYLtt the one surL'nounted with a magn7r]cent painted 

¿locK given h an emnant citizen in 18b7 k tapid iìt to 

to museums sho'ed sOrne of.. th' vast amount of 'aoman ' fíuds, ar 

at Nôrthga'te was' th'i old dig, nów'in disarray. The, Curator 
of one' museum told me a horror.. s tory - of how the 'archee- 

- .:. :ol'pgiStS could not finisI one dig as fast as the contractors 
wishd, so t,hey, (the contractors) just poured a mass of 

,'couc'rete 'into -all the excavation and filled it up. Let us 

be thaakfu-1 f-or Tcrri Hasse LI in Oxford The Arnöhithea tre 
also. h'ad a' narrow escape from being hurried undei a' road- 
traigh-t.nìng scheme-ajd even now only-half shows - this 

- had '-houses -on top ti il someone found i t. The niRornan Garden" 

show a fine hypoc'aust and various -pillars and pieces of 

- 

- Stone.. - - 

- - - 



Jurnlnf, into ti e cc.ntrc the ko is coula oide da1 s 

of study - every sort. of caivi tiack d te bu i 

and plaster woik is ii ewilderingffusiibn ith thuhîe 
promenade effeCt 'of an 'usthirs' layer of Shsnd pve. 
meut supported by pillars, over a lower way - ali, different 
and constructeb mostly around 1600. This, and the intact 
City wall, are unique. At vario!is points j.n the wall are 
Towers - from Phoenix Tower Charl' I iiathed the: defeat by 

the ltoundheads at Rowston Mo'or ,(l65.) ''3 miie,s away; 

the Water Tower wasonce awash with the riiez Dee. now 

ret:cat.ed some distance.- The Castle as dissapoinduig,. 
it is incorpora tid into Mili-tary buildngs. and the Courts 
and only a-small section remains, which I saw fro:n the river 
side before reaching the Roodee, afine racecourse laid 
ou;t in an old:meander of.the river,, and now dry land 

explored LittLe roads crammed with ancient houses and. made 

a few purchases, and with a last walk along 'part cf the 
waLl I returned to the station .for.'any trains which, terrified 
of Wi-efficiency left on, the dot of 6 pm, and sd. hornee 

'CGK 

MEDIEVAL PAKS .. 

lU UI rL(,reati.oral fao]ity made a ot irp1s 
agricultural prödution as a mans of both ntertáinmç-nt and 

-. food provider. -. ' 
, 

NaínI e.tcòlished on marginal laná, being a area of 

cncioseci wn.odland contairi:ng mostLy deer, but, a Iso uabo ts a 

in sono cises more exotic speies such., as pheasants, In One 

rro-o.d rse of a roya. parL, an eJerusat ac1 tio 

e prk can be ccognsr I bj nc ene LosLag d tLhe3 

iud mounds, (Fig. Il), having- the di tches oh the inside 

a ti mouubs h rg CL tier a io'der paisa"ie i V) 

or thoin h&îhhes on the. tOps'.': There wer;e; occasional -'deer 
leaps to allow wi-id deer in, hut not nu r. again - A. deer 
ca' ao up to 24 feet hor1Lcntall dOd o ta n' 
ver-tically. -ÇFig.III.' ., ,., 

The location of the parks was on the edge of asta bLish 

settiemerts. The manor and village being surrounded by 

: 
fields ani'd t.he/ park (as 9pposed to later ornamental parks) 
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being up F0 rni1e iwáy. (IigI) . . 

Parks ca be ident:fied by regular boundaries usually 
roughly circp1r in shape scmtimes showi..g evidence ot 
wider concentric ri:ips e:e the park had been eni:atgd. . 

(Fig Iv) . 'irle v!i1Jag o villages being resonsib1c for 
the maintenance of'tiLe paiisas and ditches whicÌ-s2.zeci 
to keep tIte deer ri ai.d prevent crops and to saìeguad other 
anin].s such as pigs (bu t: no sheep which tended to eat: 

tue safle f:ood as deer) . The parR was cropped for both 
fuel avid d.mbet, with fencés inside the park kepii-g ani- 
mais out whilst the forest re-estbiished itself after 
tïmber fiiing. 

. , .: 
:. 

'1her1y vercierers were gamekeeperwho kept thedeer 
under control and assured the owners of regp1ar and profi 
able hunting. ,. r 

'+heiarks whose boundaries seldom exceeded two miles3 
together with fish ponds provided a valuable addition 
of protein to the diet of the owners, and formed a vita]. 
part o.E the rural economy. Rahbitsere at that. time. 
kept in burrows under the control of 'warreners , and tad 
not spread- to the surrounding cun try as today. 

'l'he rihcsof. he villagers -to taie fuel imber did 
not eKtend to the Darks they were cropped at.a-profit ;nd 
helped to subsid:ise the .pwners sport. 

Ñuntin was. mainly by means of soears, and for extra 
thrills, wis sometimes carried out at aight. There i roma 
evidence of the early practise of driving game hetwa:n 
obstacles..tc3 prbvide an easier kill for the hunter -- ii1 a' - 

restricted area. - 

All that is left today of the oncewidely spread parks 
are firstly' evidence on 1argetsca1 'maps of fíeid boudaries- 
showing enclosed circular areas Ditch bouiidaries ith-- 
mounds, the ditches being almost always silted up. 'out 
being inside the boundary in the cassof parks and outside 
as färest edges. Aerial photocan. show up these. feaure. 
by crop-marks at certain seasons and oblitìe shots at eithar dawn or dusk which can show up mounds and depressoas almost -- -.- __f ---' - 



oh1it'rnted by Later cultivation. Plae names 

containing eithec park or 
chase arc also good 

indica tors. 

There ae many well dçcumented parks 
in the 

locality, Windsor, Stonor 
and Mapledurham being some 

of the best known. 

Stephen Weekes 
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i 1)Cìrt)i i ne Coot I _ rancc, i ca u P.0 ' er t 

ti iongh n9t s Id t a1.iogídl thi.s book covers 
an eatiourdino cliv -ïidd fie1.i and is dxtreThely ùseSoi. to anv- 

one s tudying Churches for Pai:ísh S«rVcy or cìy other rca-son. 
Not. only does it give architectural information, hut covers, 
in a timos t conventently a 1babetica uy arranged mcnner every 
taing to p c Lb le e c o . t ti CI L iL he 03 r to br' iur 
arid texti les, mu .cal-ïnrumdnts and peuflar chat tels, hvr- 
a idry, memoria is., we lipai n tirs,, ces tunics tiles, hooks and 
armour, s tone, metal and woodwork. You name it they have It, 
ail with copious and bautifuily drawn illustrations. There 
is a good index and sample descripLions 

*Na tiono 1 Associa tien of Decorative and Fine Art Societies. 

Uhe Vale oE Whi te Horse. Land erd Peonia. hNancv tebbInrs. 
______ ) 7i2 i t- 

[liv Curator of Wantoge isrutr gives a brief outline ci 
the Ceogmaplm- 

; 
Archa e :iogy aoci hir t.of of 'the. -ra Le hích she 

extertris I rom Barton C urr. to Lamm urn Severn Btrnrows fha 
beI.icves in tha Ri dgevay being thc uoides L: roat to be a Lb sory 
tija t is Ucicomiog increasingly uniikiy as dykes apoarentiy 
Cu Lting the Ridgeway are found. and s tudie.s a t Rernslií i Surgest 
cross ridge trailIng- contacts. Tjrc booklet; is designed foi- the 
germera! public i f not schools and ContainS oo:detai. led- seEes 
coces. - - 

Idi r A rc ha co loy 

Bii triti .[actc.s arr over the counter archa loicai rnaga2inma. 
lied e I and Allí ed Pu b Lic a tíons have joired Archaeolcgica J. 

Advisers (the Poder Powler/J3rrie -Joncs slide producers) have 
comhined to fili this gap in the rrmàgazirie tracks. The fi-rt 
number should appear, on 15th Jute. 



The_Archa ea of the Berkshire Dos-An_Introdudorv 
Su rvey by .iu tian C Richards. 

Pìb1íshed by berkshire Archaeological Committee £2.50 

for 94 pages with 35 figures, 9 tables and 6 photographs 

The in&ide of the cover shows a metssotint of Market Isley. 

16 maps show the Berkshire Downs including the part now in 

Oxfordshire. From "basic re1ie' to "receut major dis t- 

urbances" via different phases of land use. The survey 

mentions unexamined air-photo libraries and points the way 

ahead, using professional archaeologists, paid volunteers 

who are 407. more cost effective, and a new local, group 

Julian is trying to create through his extra mural courses. 

The survey lists new sites discovered during its compliation 

but does not attempt to publish a full picture as attempted 

in gravel surveys. 

The survey is the latest of a series intended to assess 

the potential of Berkshire and encourage realistic financing 

of archaaolog' from the DoE and perhaps local baciles. About 

half the county South and East of the Kennet Valley remain 

unsurveyed, now surveys are out of fashion complete coverage 

is unlikely. 

One Man'sjland W G Hoskins. Published by the BBC. 

£3 for 14 pages with 100 illustrations nrar in. colour. 

This excellent book records sorne of the contents of 

.12 RV films broadcast in 1976 and 1978. Helped by sevea1 

local societies, Professor Hoskins surveys the landscape of 

12 regions of Britain, including several mining districts. 

SOAG5 will be particularly interested in the sections on. 

ancient Dorset, Nuneham Courtenay and DMVs of Oxfordshire 

and West Stow where an Anglo Saxon village is being 

recons truc ted. 

SerentsRou n d the Door 

This article on the metal-work on church doors by G 

Wright was in The Lady, April 5th, with 2 good photos. It 

might be an interesting project to study doors and their 

furnishings for your Parish Survey work. 

-) 


