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SOAG's DIG for this summer -is at
CHECKENDEN. Grid Ref. SU;65384Q,
Phone Pangbourne 2901 for details..

June 1/fh

" Day expedltioq - Hlllfort and Barrcws.
Meet at Grimm's Ditch in Faccombe Valley.
Grid Ref. SU.564378 at 10.45 sharp. Briag lunch.

July lath : . .
Day expedition to Cogges Manor Farm-Museum, Wituney.
Conducted tour by James Bend, Meet llam at Museum”

- car patk, price 20p., Bring lunch - Snd‘b bdr.
PLEASE SUPPORT.

/
September &th /
Conducted tour (hopefully wi th Dlrccfor, Dr Peter
Reynolds) of utaer Ancient Farm, as laSt year. i
10.45 at_Queen Elizabeth.Country Patk Centre. {off AJ
between ‘Petersfield and Hormdesn). Price 5Cp.
lunch. Snack bar and shop.

Septembar 13th ,
Langtree School, Woodcote) 7.45pm.” Max La
Andover Archaeological Society on ‘the River §
the Andover Basin and Excavation of a Saxon C

Fieldwalks and Rigs as announced, please phone Pang
29¢1 if you would like one arranged, especially those
doing Parish Survey. ‘

ES

Have you paid your Sub = due in Marcn?
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INFORMATION PAGE

President
Mrs Cynthia Graham Kerr

The Thatched Cottage, Whitchurch Hill
pangbourne 2901

Secretary

Mrs Marion Fallowfield

64 Woodcote Way, Caversham
Reading 471647

Treasurer

Mr J Allan Wilson
Kingswood, wallingford Road, Goring

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION = due March l1st

Faily (2 persons) £1.50
Single £1.00
Junior .25p

Cheques to be made payable to 3=
South Oxfordshire Archaeological Group

Bulletin Committee

Mrs C Graham Kerr
Mrs H Weekes
Mr G Thomas

Please moke a contrilution to the family magazine
and hand to a Bulletin Committee member.




Editorial Notes

You will see by the Repértﬁnf‘thefAGM that we now have .
a new Treasurer, Alan Wilsen. Alan has audited our accounts
for sowe years already, and we are delighted to ‘have his
help as Treasurer. ‘

. , ’

Ourx petiring xreouu*ﬂr, ‘Bert Vaubhan, has- 2arned oui
heartfelt thanks for his meticulous work on our ii
What with subs not being paid on time, then two yea
coming at once, he has had a great deal of extra work,
making lists of paid up apd unpaid-up members, then trans-
ferring cne to the ot.e1 endlessly right up to the AGM
when he gave a most complehen51VL financial report. He
has tidied up and sorted out our sub list and accounts
and handed it over to Alan in apple pie order, and we are
most grateful for all his care and thought over this esse
tial job. Well done, Bert, dnd we Fupt you W&L‘ conti
with us ‘or many years. -

The >eLfetar3 was not so lucky and °ventha1* iMarian
Fallowfield agreesd ta stay if.she_has ‘the help 01‘
Secretaries .to take a lot of the dork off her, &3
orary measdre.ilﬁarion has done an -immense ‘amount
over the years, holding SOAG ‘together and finding.
ths exzellent lecturers we have at meetings. and
deserves a rest from this job. We are now splitting up
the work amoug two or three but must have a nawed Secretary
for outside’ qulnGSS, such as applying for membership etc
Volunteers welcome.

s

. . 4

o

1f anyone can’ catch a_qood Field Olflcer on Lhelz t
- this is another po;t we would like to fill as Gareth i
often away on his job. - '

You will ‘notice the“vastly improved format of the
Bulletin._ This is_ largely due to Exic Shepherd, who org-
anised the prlnflng arrangemenrs {even-illustr cations)y and
his wife, Carole), who typed- ‘everything for us - a big '
thank you to youi both.

BUT = . : . ' -
S UP TO EVERYONE TO SEND ARTICLES, please.
| ’ )
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world oF Arckaeology.

e e e - - - Cwdeteser e e 4 e s e mee e &

" e w0u14-LiKé to see some of .the SOAUQ we rarely sce.
Tf you can ‘mané ;o an occaoional evening meeting what
about’an effort £0 attend one.cr ‘two outlngs ot a field

wa He? Famllxes always welpome, and don" t ‘be 'shy because

" vou haven t been for sometime.

Lf this is you, note <nme of our datea down NOW before

your’ d1ary gets 'fllled Up SRR

' DOW t forgct SOAG takés "Cirrent Afchaeblbgyf for'the
use of “its ncmbers - please ask the Libraxian,, Pat Woodford
for a copy to.borrow, and keep un to dace w1uh';he“outside

[ . e T - - -

Will the Junior who thought Currenu A*chaeolopy was .

diggl ﬂg catrants out of buns plea%e borrow the maga°1uc
*;at onca. i

i <

’

Note\an'Parish’Surveys'

st ‘we are ma&1ng some prngress in this project
OLpS Sf Parish bungys are, be;ng undertaken. Marion
“busy on Mapl kduthm and C/n 'on South Stoke and
Chlffﬂrnﬁa rsh ayea. ' / . ’ R

CWe arve hcping'some more of .you will feel the . explorers
iy .

vrge Lf the weather -is inclemenf to . do some Armchair

l'thhGCOlOgj and delve into 'every book, and the Records

Carcs, (Bernard's) and flnd cvarjtnlng possible about
thelr:dreu, ,o't it out - then one is all veudy to go cut

i‘aad find or “look auew for th~_th11gs, to look at the fields
.,for Lumps nd bumps ;. and call for a fl@id walk as wanted,

.GOang He th and Whi tchurch ate as yset not covered, also

several’ ogner if you ‘don’ t fancy thooe.‘ Com° and get one

i

Ty S vy
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The Deéil’é’Churchvatd. Checkenden., Ref SU 654840
2 Pty .

° 3 N ’

This year the Oxfcrd Archaelogical Unit (wJ
excavatlon 1n Oxlord hlre) have horoured SOAG
us the, Dev1l s Cnurchyard site in Checkenaen,
and dug by us, with Charlie Chambers of the Oxf
directing and Cyn as Site Supervxsor.'

.

- (S o

. lhls IS a, wonderful opportunlty for all SOAGS ©0 come
and. jartakp of that rare and special acu1v1*} ~ & Group
Dig. ILven if you have aches and pains Dleveqt¥ng vou from
working, any member is most welcome to .come and, watch &nd
learn, and do light jobs as they crop up. (uuca 15 tea

meking.)

_Anyone interested and able to: dig plcase ring Cyn at
Panghourne LQOl at ouce, and we will fit you in. ¥We hope
to work se 1ected weekends/ and ev»n1ngs, and dﬁvtlme; thiz

5

summey. ' . . L .

. The Site . . - Lo . | ’

‘e

601ng dcw1 Brddley S StfeeL \Obt oi Lovevvcvc' Lane}

one arrives at the brow of the ‘steep hill leading, to Bottom
- Farm; pdrk cars by thc 1 rge ‘bain oo left and Lroceeu on -
¢, foot to*“lng off 'to the right up a muddy travi'iﬁt :
3 . woods 3 past a notice. "Private’. Sitelis in the cl:drivg
. . . at the Lop. dexe we ha ve a double 'en“looure cf bank-and
" ditches, in a vety irregular lecular shape, the outer onz

mos tly on cne side- onlv.' o

We have opéned two trenches to the NW and NE and may de
a third one later.. We have already found a small bronze '

' ' ring near Trench I and some pieces of quern in Tremch I |

and.a:half~hpcStshoe - ?2C17. The ground is flinty and

at the moment it's picks and shovels, but as we go down
i ' ’ i o c
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we shall be looking closely for pottéry in the ditcﬁesﬁ

VERY IMPORTANTi‘V, ) . . : "

L o
Nobody must dxg w1thnuL 1nfo*ang and having pérmission
from the Site Supervisor (Cyn) who keeps the records book,
for the unit. Records are yerf trictly. kept and anythiag
left out or done incorrectly will bring serious ‘trouble on
SOAG. Sco ring Pangbourder 2901 and we will wli;:ngly arraﬁge
a time to suit - all offers most welcome as it is essential
to keep the site working- and nav1ng undertaken to.do¢ the
"JOb we must see it through! ro«a uuccessful »oncLUaJOW which
meana everyone do1ng thelr bit. ' ‘ :

~5HZNE’bh,vdu, S0aGs! e

, The monthly meetlno for May was arranged and .announced
for. Lhe 16th, mee ,Lng at our own County Museum at Weodstoctk
and suffic LLnf names were on the list to emable us to go
in at a reduced' price. o ‘

.
The Director; 'J A Bateman, arranged for-us .to have a
“talk in the Lecture Room,/to cxplain-dbout the muzeum.

»

Out of 70 members,  exactly 3 people turned Gp.
. ’ y i} peop 4

We waited for % hour, hoping for more, then gave up
in disgust. -Then My Bateman had an fﬁte*eétiﬂg chat with
us (after ‘out abject apologies) and we spent a fascinatin
two hours touring the museum w‘Lh its excelleu~ new chuonys=
logical & rrangement. ’

We then drove to a spot near Emnslow, overlooking the
Oxford Canal (aftez a tdur of hooo¢tock itself) and had
lunch’ano found sone fossxls.; We cowtxnued pagt the site

I%;

L .

. of ‘Wood Eaton (Roma Temple as seen a2t Woodstock 3) and'lus

|

Roman road, and on. to Cuddesdon, where we exﬁﬂLlei“Lbe. i
church, after p3581n° thée Bishops Palave. Driving on, we
diverted a littlie to v151tvfhe Dig atviChalgrove, a_ClBI !
moated manor, vefy.complicated, on which we are h' ving

a lecbure in the Autumng and so home through ?vel ne .

s
i
t
i

i
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Plcase S0AGs, don't let us down like this agaln, it is
hard work® ph011n? and V181t1ng neople and ar*arglng with

““places, and cosrs ‘money .
ashamed. *

\
\

We were most discouraged and

PS An evening Dig was as bad ~ two members.only v... .
) . _

P . - a

oo e . ‘ . - »

Butser Ancient Farm - - | N . N

We are still collecting 4ps to become
. {annual sub £2
are-nearly there so lets get it done before we
next visit there in early Autumn. ' Please tell
if you would like to come - a most interesting
to the site, near Petersfield. - Picnic lunch.

“have a - dozen families interested -~ any more?

-

Date: = Septembet~8&h. ST v

~

 STOP PR LSS £ 80>collected and sent off,

- LVoluqtenr wanted to makc the collect1on tor
pleas:. //

( ! /

AGM March 1lth 1979

.+ ;. This year SOAG is 10, years old.

5

.30) so bring your &4ps to the President.

To the .old timers
- seems remarkable that -a hapdful. of friends reunded up
- wnx‘chu*ch Hill sshould have bescome a well. escabllsned

"Friends of Butser"

We
arrange outr
the .President
days'! cuting

- We. already

.néxt year,

it
in
ZYOoup,

owith. nearly 230 people thrOLgh our hauds to date, arnd a,

‘steady membership of uetwecn 60 - 803

and I would:

like

to thank everycne for their support and interest in what '

" has now become the recognised
S . Ter L . R o 3

| s ool "

group of South Oxon.




It is ]1portanL to remember ‘that one must. cont }HUa}ly
1ook owt for new members _and. an*tc tnem _along, ard e
Keep up . our numbers w1th‘fLesh blood; as people. move ‘hou
and have problems preventlng their attendance. ‘:1 frae :

\

To turn to our égtivitiés{ . ] ‘L . . ;
| - . . : . a

- S . RAEEE TR Lot
' .

he Reccros Group is going apace as Dr Levy will report
later. Our field walkls last year were slanted ¢ &
Parish Survey work two groups are working on diffe

parishes and a thlrd coming up. :

P . <Al . e N v ow

" We are running outdoor meetings now-in the' Summer, and
- spént-an-interésting evening at Henley; wi‘th Liz Vouno i
“conduct1n5 ut round the town, and coffee with the'Henley ]
Group a Lerwardse We have had two-visits fo the Butser’ '
“Ancient” Farm near Petersfielid and a third is plauned for . I
the Autumn - September 8th. " We-have ngaxxj.collected ouy !
Sub of £2.50, at 4p a head, to become Friends of Butsexr sc

if those who haven®t would kindly'add their 4ps-itfecan be
sent off. ‘ ‘ !

* « a - -
. - 0 =
. . E P . .

) Members atrended 2 courses, one at Rowley Hoaoe, Oxford - L_
on Pa¥ish Survey and one at’ EasLhampsLeac ‘Ccllege op
Landscape. SR

/

l

|
: , . |
) Our Lecturers were John Steane or’ Medieval Parks, Chris .
Stanley or: aerial [botographv‘ and Les Cram on Early Man . i
(which tied in well with the courses) = at:cur monthly meet 3
ings and we had 2 members' evenings, which were popular
instructive. ‘ |

The Annual Party at Oratory in December wes as. saccessful
as ever with over 30 presént. . e L I T

b CUT'ai%fihP”ac VltlLS were at Chalgrove, 13th Century !
moated » fanor Housc of ﬁ*eat crmplexiry lqcludxno a «xHapel i
with medieval tiles among othér yoodies. - 13 = orkxng’éays | :
were put in and tHe Director) hlllp Paoe haS«agrwed ‘to |
give us é tali t01s comlng wat‘ - Lot Nl

LAY

.
o

4 -
S

I beliébe“éne}dr two went "to Pingewocd but as I had
preper reports or dates it is not .included. '
, ,
‘ v
|

. g .



1t is most imporiant to report any activities, that
two or three of you may du, and however modest, so it can
be entered up in the log which is the only complete record
of SOAG’s work and everything must come to me to go in it,

e wers very saddered by the death in Dctober of our
Chairman, Bill Fowler, it was a prjvilege to have this well-
known figure in our Group, and indeeod he was Father of S50AG
and did much te set us oa our way, and his charm and goot
humour will be vememberecd as much as the wealth cof knowledge

he imparted.

As an encouraging conclusicn we have welcomed 17 new
members in this past year and hope they will enjoy many y=2ars
of varied activities with us.

The CBA 9th Annual Reports Conference 1979

This was the 9th of these annual weekends and probably
the last in its present form. We had less than 7 hours of
lectures from 19 speakers compared with 12 hours from 28
speakers in previous years. There were only 37 names on

the nominal roll compared with 116 at the first conference
1971. 3Both University and Central Unit Staff were notable

by their abscnce. Unfortunately, as many speakers appeated
only to deliver their own papers, many valuable opportunities
for discussicn were therefore lost. The CBA Newsletter which
will be printed by Rowley House should have been on sale at
the coaference but has been delayed. Only 5 SOAGs attended
compared with 13 last year.

. 0

Les Matthews concluded his description of the Dunstable
Roman Gemetary, which was published within wesks of the
d {inishing. Awong other speakers were John Stenne

final dig
who has been studying the Medievel brick industry by exam-
ining Stonoxr Park where he found 15 different phases of brick

mark, he hopes to gct comparitive data from Mapledurham
and Swelie. The Units digs st Hardwick, Mount Farm and
Chalgrove were alsc described.

|




Gravel Extraction and lichabilitation Conference a2t Bulmershe
Coliege -. 23rd September 1973 L :

- .- L L . . " . . ..

7
£

O

This conference attended by peopie from all garts
.Southern England showed concern felt zmong amenity groups
and- local authorities,about:these,important issues. . ‘
P AR S ‘ , . L . -
At.present, no gravel pi't has-been restored te good
agricultural_ land, glthough a:variety of PxporlmenL31 schemes
are produc1ng p10n151no resu‘tg. PR '

Gravel consumption has drocped in recent years but
it is unhke"r that ‘the Scuth East's resources will
more than another 20 years.

ot
jsv]
[

'
o

There were speakers from Berkshire County Povn"?,
the Foreery Commission, the Nature Conservancy Counc
and the main gravel companies.. Mr Tunbridge of Hoy;rlngngw,
showed siides of Pingewood and said the company was happy
‘to collaborate wi'th archaeologists, un{ortunafe;v ‘this policy
nas.not. filtered down to h s employees ‘ S

'-The need for detailed conditions attached to every-
plauning permission agreed, pegs marking pits, and Tag 201%1
plananing and enforcement staff, was stressed, . ) N

2

oy

The Archéeology of the River Valleys - 7th ~ 8th.0ctober.l1978

This national conference which was attended by about

60 people including contingents from the Trent Valley and:
Berkshire Units, was held in Oxford Nuclear Physics

First, Drs Goudie and Limbrey .described the gaology
and soils of the viver gravels. Then Messrs Riley and Wiison
described results of aerl al reconnaisance in River Valleysq'

Ten speakers. then -described work 1n various valley
mostly in advancé of gravel extraction. 'Francis Pryor des-.
cribed his methods of useing machihery on Fengate near-
Peterborough. Margaret Jones described her early werk at -
Lechlade and recent discoveries with 5000 students on a 40

acre site at Mucking, Lssex.

The final and least succes

B} Vet an
s ait owith
scientific aspects, inc ud;nngoo

survey, sampling




rechniques usad at Mounts Farm near Dorchester; and Ian
Hodder's ideas of spatial distributions.

The conference was first advertised to commemarate
the 5th Anniversary of the publication of Benson and Miles
"Syrvey of the Upper Thames Gravels". Unfortunately, it is
financially impossible to revise the survey to incorpcrate
sites found during the dry summers of 1975-6 and units ex-
cavations. Richard Leech has published a survey cf gravel
sites in Gloucestershire and Wiltshire on 25" maps; but the
Heathrow Centgal Zone has so far prevented the compliation
of a survey of the Lower Thames Valley.

Local History Conferevnce - Rhodes House, Oxford - Saturday
21st October 1978

1 attended only the afternoon session of this conference.

For the first half hour Dr D M Barratt of the Bodleian
Library, their expert on church records spoke on the Parochial
xegisters and Records Measure, 1978. This requires that all
Church of England Parish Records be deposited within 5 years
froa lst January 1979, in the Diocesan Record Office, unless
they can be cared for within the parish. Very strict con=~
ditions, including temperature and humidity, are laid down
and it seems unlikely that many parishes will go to the
expense of housing their records suitably. An enormous
burden is placed on the archivists who are bound by the
reasure to list each par:sh chesto One third of parish
records in pre 1974 Oxfordshire are not depcsited.

Mrs Daphne Aylwin of Witney and District H & A Group
then told us about Charterville, a 15th Century Chartist
Land Colony established at Witney. There were 5 of these
colonies established from 1847, financed by a very dubious
means of shares and lotteries. The moving iforce was an
Irishman, Fergus ¢'Connor. Small holdings of 2 - 4 acres
were estallished with typical cne storey dwellings. There
were about 64 holdings at Witney. Very few now remain in
their original state ox with their original piece of land.




John Rhodes then spoke on -the new Oxfordshire Museum

at Fogbes, which-had nearlv 30,000 visivors io the

L it was open this Summer., ) i
" gave us a potted history of the site and a gulded tour of

the bu1ld1ngs.

Flnallv Mr P. Beak of

sa ahe

'g~’.*.

In his usual fluent

.t

enLurv,

PR T

o the DorcheSter‘Group bewp ‘a reﬁumd
o sef the.work the Croup is doxqo on. the pax1"h recordo.;” ney
. have concentrated so far on .the 19th

aine weeks

N

extractlno

11l.-possible information, from the tithe map and Lensuo "}'

returns, about the life and occupations aof the “*mee

i

Rhodes Hous

wriggle!

. -

: was-a, very pleasant venue
~ just a pity the rush seated. chairs procla1mea ones’

v

, P

for th: Cﬁn?eze neef

every -

Liz Young

»

3

Environmental Archaeology Certlflcate Ueekeod - 21st ~ 22nd

Uc*ober 1678 .

,,

o

ine-service Lralneea;
sem1nal'aumosphe:e.

N

“The tutors,

bn*t since its.

GEQ.

p1cture can be‘

x

e

ThLS couTsé was atLenJed by .21 people’
cma‘l nunber$ allow1na’

dartin Jorea, Mark Roh:
nave workcd as envirvoaméntal sprc*allst
foundation in .
maJor excavations on Iron Age and Roman grave
, zlleluated this phase of land use in ‘the U
‘a big oack log of’ samples must oe cloared oelcre &

Y

T S E

Clate L97J:-

a9 -

o - . .

P

SR lhe study of- pollen, beetles, snails,

o and ‘ariimal bone's all givé-a picture of Hiflexert Fatts
At Ashville different ‘types of cereuls'

tne envift onment.

and weed ‘seeds were found 1n'every ‘features

animal bo es sugbest d1fferent types of tand

CO@dlthﬂS.

e

¥

|

.A,. -
Yoo .8

-

WOrk is also 1n oro
each Specxes,\as well as’ the rat1ou betneen

',x ‘

<L -

.

e w e R
e :J" -~
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i

ess .on sex and age rarlcs Wi Lh]

s

S
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QF

rbov'ued

AT Barton Court
‘use oy @co omic
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The Unit is planning the 20 year anCSLléallun oE a
300 acre site between Lechlade and Fairford, where the
appears to be a Roman Villa ‘amid numerous old stream Lcurses.
) “Mollusca which often indicatg environment on chalk
sites are rare on the gritty acid soils of the gravels, At
Grimsditch- the snzils suggested that the ditch was weeded or
‘grazed for a long time, later the rampart was dLquOybd and

the ditch became overgrown.

- i

- It may be possible to have -environmental archaeology
lasses 'at Langtree next w1nter " At Maideuhead a course is
ow il its third year. e S e

o . . ,

Temples, Churches and Religion in Roman Britain - Oxford
Lth -~ 6th May 1979 : S

Over 100, inciuding 2 S0AGs acked, into the MNuclear
g s P LA

Thysics building to hear l4 varied speakers, this meant some

.15 nours on hot plastic seals. Di cussions loug into the
uight were also a stimulating feature of the weekend.

Tony King.’ described nie excavations ou Hayiing Lsland
re an esyvly Roman Temple replac;rg a coin rich Celtic
ay have 1*n&o with Fishbourné, "~ Some of his finds
oa tempo ‘alv display at t ¢ Aahmoleen, he has.-published
aterim reports, auu hooc _ flaasn ue eycqvations in’
te zb °T . ! B o

o]
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Ann. h]l*son who -co- dlrecren Ramshill in 1972/73 and
had just taken up. her new pest as Director of the Wessex
Unit described her excavations at Uley. Here an irom age
ritual site was replaced by a 3rd century house, a 4th

century Lcmple and possible sub Roman settlement. 200 curse
'ut< lets have been found 1/3 of the total number found in
_the m%ole,emplre, they are.being studied. by Mark Hassall,
T{jb otner of Tom. . Ann hbpesxto finish the dig after harvest.

E4
S8
o1

ut
1y

jax)

e

©  The conterence, wh1ch ‘was dlrected by our old tutor,

e

g

<
and will Be‘published.by.BAR in time for -Christmas.,
oy oo
j
|
o

Jarwick Rodwell, sprang out of the 1974 small towns couference




Lo inps & |

Bunter Pebbles-- . _ . |

In the fields op the high ‘ground arou
Farm -there are some brown pebbles, egg s v
sizes - some quite large.' These ar known as. Bqnt”r pebb
and are alsc to be found around WOoj”OLe and Whitchure
They originate;ia the Midlands and were formed in tle Trias
period. : S
During the last glaciation per1oa the*e was u’bh41ddp
of these pebbles along the line of the Cotswold escarpment.
The line of glaciation flnlshed ‘just above this. When the

ice began to melt it cut through the escagpment and the pebble

were carried down in the river Windrush, later meeting with
the Thames, and were finally deposited arcund the Gori

-

It must be remembered that ‘the 1h1ﬁe§ ﬁo ]
‘at least 5G metres higher than at present.and its
would have been quite different..

An aspect of Industrial Archaeclogy-in Wales

/

On a walk along the P@nb1ahpshlbe Loa £al Path opes’
atrention -was drawn to 4 stone bu ilding in each sandy bay
The walls were of a dry- atOﬂP Ponat*uctJOﬂ the sto ]

up to 3 iuches thick by 12 to 18 dinches long. Thexe
appeat to be any ancilliary buildings. The buiiding
ruinous but enough was left toc give one-a good idea of
original shape. They appeared to be sore wind of kiin
medxum size about 2% metres. (8 faet} in height, Z metres .
(6% Feeb) wide with a ramp about '3 metzes or p geibly &

metve s along “the base.

Lack of . tiie DIPVF1t€u thr solution of wwarious -quest
Were they lime kilns? If so, wnat as the fuel? I
ible they were fired by wood and ceal. The wood mi
been obtained from local forestry but there are ver
there now.  The coal might have been brought by colli
and their cargoesiexchauged fer lime or mch;“r,i A-furthex
visit is necessary to solve the mysteries. ’ '

P WACK

1




REFLECTIONS ON ROMANO-BRITISH POTTERY
¥

1've solved the greatest mystery

0f archaeological history;

The Celtic art of washing up

And breaking every plate and cup;

It's simple really. On this place
There lived the people of my race,

The husbands spending half their lives
Washing up to please their wives.
Ladies who had gone to school

To learn the art of Roman rule,

Celtic Marthas, Celtic Marys,

Breathing "Nole id frangere's,

To no avail. The men were bered,

Their hands more used to spear aad sword,
Their minds on dicing and the wine shop
Idly let each dish anc plate drop.

With curses poured upon his head

Each Celtic warrior up and fled.

Now his descendants dig ané high-light

The fragments of the Celtic Twilight.

CN




CURRENT PROJECTS

As I write, the Oxford Unit is under-taking a trial
dig near Lechlade to check the results of a geophysical
survey on a Roman Villa If a STEP:Scheme is available, they.
will return for a full season in Stptemoer

Elsemhor ’ VO]UﬂLarj eftort is becomlng increasingly
v 1mporLant. Chalgrove will probably be- finished as a cert
class summer school., Oun May 12th the Wall Lingford Society
will start in Castle Street, :while SOAG has stﬁrieﬂ at the
Devil's Churchyard, Checkenden. Curnouslv, Chris Stanley
of the Middle Thames Society plans to start ‘the same day
at Moat Farm, Hedgerly, Buc"s.

The, Berkshlre Unit is. rvrrently d:gblng at Reading
Atbey, where there may be *urther excavations slotted into
any re~development programme. ‘Later the Unit- hope to dig
behind the Newbury Coop. Hawpshire County Pounci'fs pur-
chase of Silchester has prevenred Reading Unlverszfj f
dlgblng Lﬁele, this yevr 's traLnlng dig has tnore%orp b

/ L. . .

£oemrs / . e ce ot

The Maidenhead oOuleLy is still digging weekends
Heywoods Farm, Whi te Waltham. Martin h]llett hopes
his lycH pit farm dig in Tune, while nearby at Cld Bas
House ''the En"l1<h Entrance'will be dug again by Tir
Hall in July. ~“The Henley Soclety has dug in Bc‘l ﬁ
resumed . thelr Harpsden'dig. - -

barrow on the dOWuS..

r—r i

Any other news of other projects within reach of bOth
would be apprevlated by any bommlttep member. .

fy

Furtheér notes on Parish Survey

‘For a long time Marlon, Pat and Mary were the ouly’
ones really tackling a Parish (Mapledurham) then Cyn joined
the ranks with South Stoke and Crowmarsh. Now John Shearer
has discovered the’'life of 2 w1ndm11; in Nuffield and is

" studying the making of the golf course on information from
an old inhabitant. John oﬂd TanA Griffiths-Williams are

- . ;
|
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tackling Ipsden, and Sde Wrxcnt is nop: iz to ga,n - SUAGS
to.help her with Gering, whilst Anne- Lidia 1
discovering things in WOOdy ote.

\
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Even the shortest reports from any of these would

make interesting reading for the.next Bulletin an nd will
perhaps encourage oLHer° tc take over tne remai ining Parishes.

K
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REPORTS ON ACTIVITIES LT IR
Field Walk dt Dean’s Férﬁ‘“ a N S

>

: ‘We met at Llpfcn s car park in Caversham, on & remar=
hably hot Saturday afternoon in early OCtOUtY. Net exactly
whére one would ‘expect to, congregate for a field-wilk. Abocut
a doxen JSOAGb and friends then progressed by cars to th e -,
mos.t egsterl; end of Caversham along Gosbrock Road, once ‘
Coosebrook Lane. Roughly opposite Reading Liock we turned
right towards the Thames and ‘stopped for u'short while
look at the remaius oi Caversham hlll chce as atiyac
and possibly even older than the one at Mapledurham,

a mill is recorded in the Domesday-Book on tand oﬂlo"vlhgy'
to the Manor of Caversham. °

B 7
s

=

Ilosg~byfthe mill we found Deans Farmg reached by &
built up.track thrcugh the water: meadews. Caly one fieid
away from the Thames.it lies opposite Huntley & Palmers
‘recreation field. The rest of the afternoon was sgent in
Looking over this oncé'latge and prosperous farm, 1its buiid=
ings becoming derelict,”its iand dug out for gravel. llany

of the. enplusef f1elds woce once the open fields of Cavershauw.

The‘éfternocn turred out to be mere of a natuwve ramble
than anything else. We-foﬁnd~a field yellow with corn
~marigolds and the huge expanses of water from excavated
gravel pits dotted with manv islands, were. teeming with
various water birds. No archa aeological finds ~ not even
a trace of the regional Manor of Caversham; home of the
. famous William Marshal, first Earl-of Pembvcke, and Regent
for Henry IIL. It is probably, as most people thinlk, uﬁde?

R A T P




.the .imposing edifice of Caversham Park, now part of the

BBy._ Anyway, John Lucas, the faTmér, gave us a very
eurertalnlno afternoon 1mpar;1ng 1nformat1on and some

'Jtorles 1n hlS broad Dorset accent.

flne
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A Cnase aIOUﬂd Chester ~~- w7 . o

.

.

N 5"Tak1n0 advantage of the spec1al traln lald on by the
Wl for ‘a day" in Chester, which arrived at 1.15, I set off
“£o' see as much as I could of this old Roman town.. It is

" “atd‘out in typital grid fashion of the Romans with fine

. red sandstone bulldlngs including the Cathedral. This
Tontains some fine ‘carved choirstalls with mesexicord seats.
S A little mon& ‘with a large tankard and an 'imp. underneath
tlpplng “it,” (this at one end of a cho1rstall) is a .famous
featire, also, carved in stone a little dog scratching. On
‘the othér hand the large tomb of the Duke.of Westminster

. has a' place of honour. Although the Cathedral was founded

- in. 10 193 it has an almost V*(torlan air, as the red sandstone
is so friable it entails continual patching and recasing
gven in medieval times. '

At 3-pm I saw the Town Crier anuo unc-ng a British
Heritage exhibition, from/.he Market Cross. The City Wall

Sl

(C1h) follows the old llne of the Roman-City, and I walked

ff‘rlgnt Tound the whole wall (about 2.miles) 12 - 20 feet

high - it toeok an hours' brisk walking =~ over all the: gates
;an]uu;ng the one surmounted with a magnificent painted -
clocK given. by an eminent citizen in 1867. A rapid visit to
two museums shuﬂcd some of. the vast amount of Roman- finds, an
“at No*thgate was an old dig, now'in disarray. The Cuvrator
of one museum told me a horror.story.ocf nhow the archa
~ologists couid mot finish one dig as fast as the cont*actors
wxshed SO they, {the conrlocturs) just poured a mass of
concrete 4into all the excavation and filled it up.. Let us
be thankful for Ter Hassall in Oxford! ‘The amphitheatre
‘also. had a narrow escape from beaing burried under a road-
seralgntenxng scheme and even now only- half shows - this
“‘had houses-on top till somecne found it. The "“Roman Garden"
shows a LLne nypccausL and various plllacs and pieces of

_ stone.. ;
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. i - .
Iurnlng into Lle cantrce'thé RGwWS “couldpiovide-day
of study - every sorl of C81V]UG; Llack ‘and whité buildi

and pla ster work la'lﬂ bew1lderln4 QfLUSlOﬂ with the- doubls

promenade effect of an "upstaixs” layer'of -shops® and ‘pave~

ment supported by pillars, over a lower way -~ all different

and constructed mthly around 1600. This, and the intact
City wall, are unique., At variols poimts in the wall are
Towers - from Phoenix Tower Chdrle= T watched tlig defeat by
the Roundheads at Rowston Moor (1645) - 3 miles away; -

the Water Tower was. once awash with tng river Dee. now

Lerv cated some distance. The Castle was dissapointiug,

it is 1ncorporateu into Military bwlldxngs and thé Courts

and only asmall section ‘remains, which I saw f£rom the river

side before reaching the Roodee, a fine racecourse laid

ou:t in am old.meander of..the rivex,. and now ¢ry land. - 1

pxwluted 11ttle ‘foads crammed with ancient houses and made
a few purchases, ‘and with & last wazlk along part cf the

wail T T'etumed to the 'station .formy train; % hlvn, terrified

of Wi-efficiency left on the dot of 6 .pm, and s0. home,

v ' T i (e
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MEDIEVAL PARKS ST .

luxury recreation { fadlity made.ah a -time of surplus
t

li’:‘l"

i

agrlcu.faral produstion as a means of both =ntertd1

.

- food provider.— - 0o L P

—

‘Mainly nstaolished on marginal . land, being an aiea of
enclosed woodland containing mostly ﬁeer: but also rabbit
‘in some cases more exotic spedies such. a5 obeasaptsa In one
recorded case of a royal park, an elephant _énﬂ'lgo&s;'

The parks can bo-“ncocniseh by t@ﬁ‘énClOSlﬁgud;;
and mounds, {(Fig. 11)y, ‘having the ditches on the'inéi
and the mouun. having extne;;a.wooden.paliis de (Lig V)
or thorn bishes on the tops,: There. vene occ asional deer
leaps' to allow wild deer ing, but net out agdir‘ -A deer
can: leap up to 24 feet horizontally and up. %o £

vett;ctlly. (Fig TTIY. o - o = Ly s

| . o v L

. »h ~ . . . .
The location oI the parks was-on the edge of
sptt;emeﬁts. The manor and village being surroun
fields and the}o"rk (as opposed to later ‘ornamenta

AN




MEDIEVYAL PARKS
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being up to 14 miles awdy. (Figl). - . . - =

<o -

Parks can heé identified by regular bovnddver, ysually
d o’

roughly circular in bhdp , sometimes showiug evidence of
wider conceotric rings wiere the patk had been entargads; -
(Fig IV). 'ne ﬁillagh ox villages being respoasi £

the maintenance of.'the pulx S?@ea anag d;tcﬁec whi
to keep the deer irn and prevent crops and Lo saf
aninals such as pigs (HuL not sheep which:tendes
the same food as deer). The park wao croomr1 £
fuel and timber, with Fencés inside the park ke 2in
mals out whilst the forest re-estdlished itself after
timber felling, ‘ . R A

o)

-

*

Theearly verderers were gamekeepers who gep' *he ‘deer
under control and assured the owners of 309"3ar ang, profit~
able huating.

il
© e - v .- -
-5

'fhe.parks whose boundarles seldom exceeded t :
together with fish ponds, prov1dvd a valuable adjitioa
of protein to the diet of the cwners, and formad a vital
part of the rural economy. Rabbits were at thai time.
kept in burrows under the control of 'warreners', and had
not spread- to the surrounding country as today.

-

The rights. of . the villagers to take fuel timber did
not extend to the parks; they -vere cropped at-a.profit and

helped to subsidice the.owners' sport.

Hunping\was mainly by means of spears, and
thrills, was sometimes carried out at night.  The
_evidence of the early practise of driving game
" obstacles.to provide an easier kill for the hun
restricted area, '

“a - “ . ‘
S Do r 8] ;
ALl that is left. today of the once. widely spread parks
are firstly cevidence on largefscale maps of field boundaries:
sﬁowing enclosed circular areas. Ditch bo ou ries with-

ada
mounds, the ditches being almost always sil ted up, but .
beitg inside theé boundary in the cases. or parks and outside
as forest edges. ' Aerial photoscan, show up these. features
by crop-marks at certain seasons and Qleque shotg at eithsr
dawn or ‘dusk whlcn can show up mounds and dep : ‘

i . . .
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ohlit
containing eith
indicaters.

orated by later cultivacion.

pPlace names

er park or chase are also good

There aze meny well dpcumented parks in the

locality,., Windsor, Stonor a
of the best known.

nd Mapledurham being some

Stephen Weekes




Can extraordinarily.widé field and is‘é“ efnely us cru Lo anye

'dEVIEhS

‘Giide by Patricia Ditszta
illustrated by Ca: Frances Carwen aud Faul

(J)uz(fnki'erxisilin

£2,50 - _ R : ‘ o

CAlihough not st1 Lly' r““ ¥lopital, t&ié book covers

cie VEUHyiwr_‘hu Lhes for Parvish SurvVey or aay ot het reaso:
Not.only does. it give architectural information, but covers,
in a most convenient 1y alphabeticaily arvanged -wanner,
thing to possible..te do VLLI;CLULLhes down to eubpﬁldery
and textiles, musical. :y§trumpnh5 and peful . :
aldryy, mcmor1alv, wallpanntiﬂgs, cas bulnes
armeur, stone, metdl and woodwork. You

¥ b
all with copious and bautifully drawn illustrations., Thers
is a good index and sample descriptions.
*National . As snc:atvon of Decorative and Fine Art Societies.

The Vale of White Horse

9, fo

Oxfordasbire Museums DPub

[}

750
i

he Geograpliy, Arnchaeslogy and higtory of the vale wh

The Curator OvaGHEHgG.ﬁéSﬁum giv9‘ a~b:ieE'0u
¢

extends {rom Barton Court to Lam hcuzn frV@rn goxrrows. She
believes in the Ridgeway being the "oldest
that is becoming increasingly unlikely; a
cutting the Ridgeway are found and studies
cross ridge trading contacts. The booklet
general public if nct schools and contai
ences. ' ) ’

o>

- . s

Pn)u)ar Arﬁhaﬁn gy

Britain lacks an over the counter archalogical ma

Model and Allied Publications have joinred Archseological
Advisers (the Peter Fo&lor/B 15L Ton:s slide producers)
combined to £ill this gap in the magdz ne racks. The fi-

number should appear on 15th Jutse..

i o o
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The Archaeolozy of the Berkshire Downs - An Introdudory
Survey by Jutiian C Richards.

Published by Berkshire Archaeological Committee £2.50
for 94 pages with 35 figures, ¢ tables and 6 photographs .
The inside of the cover shows a metssotint of Market Isley.
16 maps show the Berkshire Downs including the part now in
oxfordshire. From "basic reliel™ to "recent major dist-
urbances'" via different phases of land use. The survey
mentions unexamined air-photo libraries and points the way
ahecad, using professional archaeclogists, paid volunteers
who are 407 more cost effective, and a new local group
Julian is trying to create through his extva mural courses.,
The survey lists new sites discovered during its compliation
but does not attempt to publish a full picture as attenpted
in gravel surveys.

The survey is the latest of a series intended to assess
the potential of Berkshire and encourage realistic financing
of archaeology from the DoE and perhaps local bodies. About
half the county South and East of the Kennet Valley remain
unsurveyed, now surveys are out of fashion complete coverage
is unlikely. '

. One Man's England W G Hoskins. Published by the BBC.
£3 for l4 pages with 100 illustrations many in.colour.

This excellent book records some of the contents of
12 2V films broadcast in 1976 and 1978, Helped by several
local societies, Professor Hoskins surveys the landscape of
12 regions of Britain, including several mining districts.
SOAGs will be particularly interested in the sections on.
ancient Doerset, Nuneham Courtenay and DMVs of Oxfordshire
and West Stow where an Anglo Saxon village is being
reconstiucted,

Serpents Round the Door

This article on the metal-work on church doors by G
Wright was in The Lady, April 5th, with 2 good photos. It
might be an interesting project to study doors and their
furnishings for your Parish Survey work.




