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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS

This has been one of the best years for SOAG for some time. To begin with,
our membership has shot up to 140, including several new juniors - a healthy sign
- and we would like to have a get together of young SOAGs and see what we can
do. The main difficulty is you are all so scattered - geographically - not mentally!

SOAG has been out and about to courses and Conferences - keep it up - it’s
good to exchange ideas with other ‘Archs’.

We are now friends with two other local Societies - Abingdon and Dorchester
and hope to arrange a day for them over here next year. There are others, too,
that we can approach - SOAG is friendly! Do lets keep up the members at the
Monthly meetings, its is only one evening a month, and a courtesy to the visiting
Lecturer - often a well-known personality and first class speaker; who usually
gives us his time and knowledge - and on top of a long journey; so make a point,
personally, of keeping Soag Evening available. There are some good contribu-
tions this year but we never have too many!

This New Years’ Party will be on January 5th,so please enter this in your diary
NOW, so that we shall have as may if not more than last year - an organiser for the
Competition is needed. Its a long way ahead? No - arranging these things takes
organising! Subs trickled in a tiny bit better this year, but oh! if everyone paid by
April so many journeys would be saved!

MONTHLY MEETINGS

Held at Langtree School, Woodcote at 7.45 for 8.00 pm until 9.30 pm, with
Lecturer. Usually third Thursday or Friday of the Month. (See your membership
card and the Messenger for details.)

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 1984

This year has been a decided change in the fortunes of SOAG. During the
past year we have acquired 35 new members, some, with special talents that are
of great help to the group, and some, of the younger generations - always a heal-
thy sign and good for our continuation.

The membership is now exactly 120, so we have increased 100 fold by our
15th year, having started with a dozen locals in 1969.

The Bulletin.

This was a much more satisfatory issue this year because we had contribu-
tions from more of you - the simplest narrative or report is all that is needed, so
please, once again, pens to paper and articles to the Editor.

The Messenger
We sent out our 41st Messenger this month, and our thanks go to the Booths

for making this worthwhile newsletter possible, by printing it for us.




Activities '
We have had an unusual amount of digging this year having three digs run-

ning throughout the summer.

For the North and South Stoke dlgs we have our Director Steve Ford to thank,
as these were his babies; and we learnt much about flints from them. We worked
7 days at South Stoke and 8 at North Stoke. Steve is a fiend witha pickaxe,and we
had heavy work in clay with flints, but when one actually finds an arrow head or
two it is all worthwhile.

After our primary visit to Newmgton House, when the Group became ‘F-
riends of Newington’, another excitement arose when pot was discovered in the
adjoining field and we now have a full scale Medieval Dig on our-hands and field-

walking for years to come.

We have already trowelled 19 metres along the trench with plenty of goodies
coming up, but work is now held up until the trench dries out, being about 1
metre deep in water, now going down a bit. We hope eventually to resume work
on Tuesdays and weekends on demand. Last year we spent 15 days preparmg and
working the Site and surveying it. .

This has rather set aside the surveying work at Collins End, but that in Che-
ckenden is going ahead, and we also went recording in Hardw1ck and had two
walks to inspect a feature on Huntscombe Golf Course, and another to some
foundations in Woodcote.

Expeditions and Visits .

As usual we held the June and July Meetings out of doors, with June at Ne-
wington and July at the Chiltern Open Air Museum, where we were conducted
round by the curator. We twice visited our Museum at Woodstock, sortmg out
projects and finding out what they would like us to investigate. An evening visit
to Aldworth Church proved very worthwhile. Another Icehouse-hunt was mdde
- the famous one when we made friends with Newington. '

~ We also arranged a special visit to the Dorchester Group and made a tour of
the town with them. This finished in twilight and was greatly enjoyed by a good
number of SOAGs. ,

Another very special evening was Bonfire Night at Newington, a magical
evening with wonderful fireworks, an orchestra from the Oratory, then hot dogs
and drinks to round it off.

As ‘Friends of Newington’ we cut their hedges, planted and trimmed their
trees, did housework and acted as gate- -keepers on open days. We hope more of
you w1ll get involved in this - its not only helpful but fun.

Meetings
Our monthly meetings were also full of interest with Louise Armstrong in
Aprilon Anc1ent Sites and Monuments, then in May we had Richard Chambers




reviewing the Dorchester bypass and our own dig at the Devil’s Churchyard at
Checkenden. Dr. Brian Kemp explained how Reading Abbey held land around
this area, and in November Gareth Thomas gave a talk on DMVs followed by
Steve Ford in December explaining about our local Neolithic settlements. Qur
training evening this February kept everyone busy on Grid References, illustrat-
ed with slides showing technicalities which can mystify new members.

The Party

Again held in the Black and Gold Room at Oratory, this years party was up to
standard, with 45 guests; and we had the pleasure of having Mrs. Snow, the
Head’s wife, as our special guest. She very kindly lent two of her large table
cloths, and said she enjoyed the evening thoroughly. The Competition was won
by Ann Hitchman and there were several Raffle Prizes. Once more many thanks
to you all for your contributions both in food and prizes, and to John Percival for
presiding at the Bar. We sent a Book Token to Oratory as a thankyou, and this
pleased them very much.

Courses

A few of us attended an interesting Day School on Local History - I have not
had any reports of attendances at any other courses, please let me know if any of
you do go to them.

CBA 9
Only yesterday 12 of us attended the Annual Conference at Oxford, this was a
good number and we had as full and interesting day as ever.

Next may I thank the Committee, with the difficulty this year, of an assor-
tment of Secretaries, who have good-naturedly helped each other out so that our-
records have been kept straight and the Group run smoothly.

We now look forward to another busy year, with Newington offering a great
variety of jobs for everyone and with interesting new members to inspire us to
further heights, we hope to achieve something worthwhile, and again make our
mark on the Archaeological landscape, with our dig, our fieldwalking and our sur-
veys.

CGK

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Sunday March 31st 1985
3 pm
at Langtree School, Woodcote

Guest of Honour
Tom Hassall, Director, Oxford Arch. Unit

Please bring guests & cakes for the Tea

oty




Lists of SOAGs from August 19th 1983
We have had 40 new Members since

Chas. & Gill Colgreave - Whitchurch Chris Maltin - Newington

Dr. Sue Mollison - Whitchurch Mary Clayden - Henley

Ray Meager - Sonning Common John/Dorothy Douglass - Goring
John & Elizabeth Malpas - Caversham David Sadler - Checkenden
Abegail & Barnaby Madgett - L. Buzzard Tom & Diana Wood - Gerrards X
Margaret & John Westwood - Goring Eugene Mincotti - Peppard

Doris & Tony Harrison - Pangbourne Beryl Woodeson - Whitchurch

Margaret, Laura & David Hatton - Whit. Sheila Barry - Pangbourne
Maj. George Thorne - Sonning Common Janet & Grahame Sharp - Pang.

Elaine & John Leichti - Pangbourne Ewart Martin - Peppard
Elizabeth Montgomery - Swyncombe Douglas Scott - Goring

Elaine Witterburger - Goring Heath Joy Hannaford - Goring Heath
Kirsten Gibson - Whitchurch Hill Sarah Orr - Whitchurch Hill
Peggy Waugh - Newington Dorette Green - Theale
Patrick Baylis - Whitchurch Hill Mick Mincotti - Peppard

THE SOAG LIBRARY

We have a varied selection of books and maps for members to borrow -alistis
available on request. If Soag members borrow books an early return would be ap-
preciated, preferably at the next consecutive meeting, so that others may borrow
them. We are also interested in any Archaeology Books that members would like
to donate or ifanyone finds any at jumble sales etc., we would appreciate them to
enlarge our library. A small fee of 10p per book when borrowed and a fine of 10p
per month over the time stated may be introduced in the new Soag year to also
help us to buy some more books.

Finally, as Librarian, I am a relatively new member of Soag - just over 18
months - so please excuse the fact that I am not always very knowledgeable on
the subject, but I do feel that I am learning a little more at each meeting and per-
haps we can all help one another.

Happy Reading
Ann Hitchman

A VIEW FROM THE CENTRE

Price snobbery irritates. Why should something expensive be assumed to be
better? However, it seems a fact of life. Two recent examples come to mind. In
one case a student was paying twice as much for an identical class because ‘it was
private’. In the second "private’ class the Tutor was asking a four times fee of that
of a class at Langtree, only the private tutor claimed no qualifications and was not
running a recognised class. Obviously there are other factors but we recognise
the attitude of if it is expensive it must be good, if it is cheap it is suspect.




What has this to do with SOAG?

I was prompted to write this when I learned that the subscription for SOAG
remains at £1 and was staggered and wondered about member attitudes, as well
as membership, and what that sum meant.

Firstly a little appreciated point, SOAG is affiliated to Langtree A.E. Centre.
If a room was rented from Oxfordshire C.C., it would cost over £10 for a Summer
let and more in winter. By being affiliated to the Adult Education Centre acco-
modation costs little more than twice that for the whole session. There is a hid-
den subsidy from County for the activities of the Group.

Affiliation is at a rate of £1.30 per active member using the Centre. (A per ca-
pita rate helps smaller groups especially; there are other rates). An active mem-
ber pays £1 subscription, that is insufficient to pay for affiliation never mind the
programme. In this the ‘corresponding membership’ helps pay the balance.

What about the programme of speakers? The list of lecturers is impressive in
range and quality. I would be obliged to offer Burnham F.E. rates to a lecturer
and at a minimum that would exceed £15 for a two hour session. A University
lecturer could claim much more. Above that anyone familiar with the professi-
onal speaker world will know that a good lecturer, and an expert in his field, can
command high sums on the appropriate circuits.

SOAG, being a voluntary body, succeeds in attracting good speakers for mo-
dest fees and expenses. The archaeological expertise of the speaker may be the
result of years of study and may be his livlihood. The generosity of spirit, know-
ledge and time is something to be grateful for as is the shared interests and con-
cerns.

The efforts of officers and other members should never be forgotten. Penny-
pinching, bargain hunting, economies, gifts of time and materials all keep the
subscription down. Responsible officers are not prodigal with funds. Look at the
costs of the newsletters and bulletins. If all the materials were paid for at the stan-
dard rates and if they were posted to all members there would be a large debit on
the accounts.

In making the above points I do not wish to try to put a cash value on everyth-
ing. The partnership of LEA Centre with its affiliated societies is vital not only
because it broadens the approach and service to the community but because it
can include so much else that is not accountable in pounds and pence. Never-
theless that aspect needs a glance.

My conclusion is that members have a very real bargain and these comments
are an oblique appreciation of all those who work for SOAG - a personal and I
hope a much wider vote of thanks.

Peter J R Trout
Organising Tutor Langtree Centre

-




OUTSIDE MEETINGS AND COURSES

Council of British Archaeology, Group 9 AGM

12 SOAGs represented us at CBA 9 on March 24th, held at Rewley House,
Oxford. After coffee we sat en bloc to hear Dr. Gowlett on C14 results, then the
lively Dr. Jacobi on Mesolithic flints. A forum on metalwork followed, with Mrs,
Friendship-Taylor showing copperworking at Piddington Roman Villa, P. Yeo-
man on Ironworking in Amersham, and Dennis Jackson in Northants.,and John
Rhodes brought a light touch before lunch on brewing in Oxfordshire. We dis-
cussed the contents of the CBA 9 Newsletter over coffee, after an excellent lunch
(as usual), then P. Yeoman resumed with Medieval Pots at Brill, Oxfordshire
Mills by W. Foreman and Caldecott Mill by Martin Petchley. After tea John Bai-
ley showed splendid Medieval Carpentry, Ray Thomas his Tanning tools and
Mick Shaw a tannery dig.

A Day on Stone Tools

On April 14th, 4 Soags attended a day-school at Oxford starting with 2 films
on flint-knapping (in France) and various tools. We then divided into 3 groups -
John Dumont on microscopic research, showing how the edges of flints could re-
veal their use on wood, skin, bone etc. We visited the laboratory and its micros-
cope of 20,000 magnifications. Then Jill Cooper explained different types of
flints (and we handled them) and how to draw them. Finally we spent a happy
time in the yard knapping our own flints, led by Nick Barton (Director at Hengist-
bury, where Cyn dug last year). Nick also lectured to Soag atan evening meeting.

CGK

COURSE ON FARMSTEAD BUILDINGS. MAY 19th
Laines’ Barn - Wantage

This course, run by Rewley House Oxford, was attended by 7 Soags:the Barn
has been restored by the Vale Downland Trust, led by Dr. Squires of Wantage.

We arrived in bright sun and enjoyed coffee, and at 10.30 sat in the barn to
hear Dr. Malcolm Aires on how houses change their looks and uses - a large Exe-
cutive House had been a simple Saxon Hall originally for instance, and he
showed many different local houses. We then turned to Barns with Dr. Quiney,
starting with Great Coxwell.

After a marvellous ‘homemade’ lunch in the Cow byre we resumed with Dr.
Squires who very breezily told us the history of both the barn and the Trust.

Ray Brigden wound up the course explaining the Evolution of farm layouts,
showing us finally the Royal Dairy at Windsor, (an astounding effort built by
Prince Albert!)

CGK




CBA GROUP 12 ANNUAL OPEN MEETING 5th NOVEMBER 1983

The open meetings of CBA Group 12 are held in a different venue each year
and this year it was the turn of Reading at the Old University Buildings, London
Road. Four Soag members attended.

The chairman was Mr. Norman Field, the President of CBA group 12 who
opened the meeting at 11 am. We first heard a report from Mark Bowden on the
work of the Berkshire Field Research Group at Maddle Farm on the Lambourn
Downs and at Wickham Bushes, Easthampstead. The Maddle Farm site was sys-
tematically field walked during the winters of 1981/82 and 1982/83 to clarify Ro-
mano British land use in the area. At Wickham Bushes a small scale excavation
was carried out on a difficult site in a pine plantation to assess the nature of the
R.B. site. It is hoped to carry out work after the Forestry Commission has com-
pleted felling of the trees in future years.

Dr. Michael Fulford then gave us a report on the latest excavations at Silches-
ter in the Basilica and the Amphitheatre.

After the lunch interval, Phil Andrews of Southampton Museum opened the
afternoon session with his report on the excavations in Hamwic, the Saxon Sou-
thampton. Part of the town ditch had been located and it was also established that
some of the present roads were on the same alignment as the original Saxon
ones.

Andrew Lawson, the Director of the Trust for Wessex Archaeology, gave a re-
view of the work of the Trust over the last 12 months, mentioning in particular,
investigations into the earthworks around Stonehenge and Avebury.

Tea was provided at 3.30 pm and followed by David Tomalin, County Archae-
lologist for the Isle of Wight on underwater archaeology round the Island. He
gave a fascinating account of work on two 18th Century vessels wrecked on the
Needles. Finds included cannon and coins, the latter including several from the
Roman period indicating the presence of cashier wrecks in the area.

The final speaker was Laurence Cameron, Consultant to the Berkshire In-
dustrial Archaeology Group, giving some examples of their work of recording -
and restoration including the machinery in the redundant Sewage Pumping Sta-
tion at Reading, the horse operated water pump from Shabdon re-erected at
Greys Court and the Silk Mill at Whitchurch, Hampshire. He concluded by urg-
ing people to keep a watch on the buildings of our towns and villages which are
being rapidly swept away by redevelopments, and to record them before it is too
late.

Derek Fallowfield
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INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY AROUND READING

Two members of SOAG attended the day school on Industrial Archaeology
at Reading University. The first speaker was Wilfred Forman, on Oxfordshire
Mills. He gave a brief history of mills, beginning with Greek and Roman water
mills, and later Norse mills found in this country which were of the Greek type.
Water mills had many different uses, and Saxon ones found on the Windrush
were used for fulling. Later, water wheels were used in Oxford for part ofthe town
water supply, and a water wheel was even used to work the organ in a church in
Oxford. Most of the many water mills formerly on the Thames disappeared in the
1920’s, when the Thames Conservancy got mill owners to remove the wheels in
the interest of flood control. He also showed slides of many Oxfordshire wind-
mills, some derelict, some now being restored.

The next speaker was Kenneth Major, on small scale water supplies, where
wind and animals were used to raise water from wells and to drive pumps. A well
known local example is the Greys Court donkey wheel dating from 1580 but
there were numbers of others. Many were used on farms to raise water from deep
wells and Swallowfield Hall had a horse drawn pump to get water from the Ken-
net. This pump is now in the Acton Scott Museum. Some wheels were made of
wood but many were of iron and were made at Reading Ironworks. The animal, a
horse or donkey walked round inside the wheel, and in prisons they were operat-
ed by the convicts. The one at Beaumaril went out of use in 1898, but has been
preserved and can be visited. This was used to raise water, and was operated from
outside by five prisoners, each working in separate compartments, resting for five
minutes, and working for fifteen.

Kenneth Major also spoke about wind pumps with sails, much used in the ni-
neteenth and early twentieth century, to drive pumps for various uses. There are
still some in existance which can be seen, one is at Home Hill Farm, Faringdon,
and there is another at the Windmill Restaurant at Asthall.

The last speaker was Laurence Cameron of the Berkshire Industrial Archaeo-
logy Group. This Society records, and where possible preserves, small buildings
used for industry and the machines used in them. They have been working on
the old water pump at The Vyne near Basingstoke. This is in an underground
chamber near the lake, and was used to pump water to the water ways under the
house, some of which date back to Elizabethan times.

Many pubs used to make their own beer eg. the brewery which is still in use at
Aldermaston, and slides were shown of several small breweries of this type inc-
luding one which made beer for Bradfield College before safe drinking water was
available. The school also had a small gas works built in 1884 to provide lighting.

Other small concerns illustrated were sewage works, and disused brick kilns.

All these small industries were of interest, could disappear very quickly, together

with the houses of the people who worked in them. It is essential to record both

the buildings and machinery, and the life style of their inhabitants while the evid-
ence remained.

Marion Fallowfield
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REPORTS OF ACTIVITIES
Park Field, Newington, Excavation - interim report.

“The aim of this project is establish the presence of habitation in Park Field,
now grazing and hay. The field is located to the south of the walled garden of Ne-
wington House and belongs to it. As the owner, Chris Maltin, isa Soag, there are
no landowner problems and he has given us all possible help and freedom. It was
known from documents that there were other hamlets around Newington be-
sides Holcombe (to the North) and fieldwalking showed faint platforms in Park
Field

The Sealed Knot held a performance in the field, for which they dug a Bank
and Ditch fortification, and made a village with a well and pub. The Well pro-
duced sherds of Medieval pot, and the Pub is now our Site Hut. (no licence).

The ditch, nominated Trench I, was adopted as an arbitary trial-trench, and
was trowelled down last Autumn until flooded in the winter. Assorted pot,
bones, slag, flints and iron items were found throughout the length of it. The
Sealed Knots were asked by the Maltins to ‘tidy up’ and dug a further bit of ditch
(Trench IA) which produced a mass of sherds, (some green glaze) and slag etc. in
the spoil heap, and an interesting section with clay pockets. There was also pot,
bones and slag in the section. This decided us to open Trench II, 7m long by 2m
wide, between this ditch and the well, on what could be a house platform. This
has already produced a good many Medieval and Tudor sherds, bones, nails and a
fine Medieval Horse-shoe in what may be a courtyard. We have now extended
the whole Trench 1m to the east.

Maureen Durham, of the Unit, spent an afternoon identifying the pottery
with Cyn, and the washing and bagging of finds is kept up to date.

The pottery ranges from 13th - 15th Century and it will be interesting to com-
pare it with that in the Gt. Bowling field across the road. This we cannot fieldwalk
as yet until the crops are cleared; but a preliminary walk was made by 4 members
last year and it is rich in finds. There is work for many years both here and in Park
Field.

A survey was made in Park Field, working southwards and the results show .
the existance of other possible dwellings in the field, and there is faint ridge and
furrow outlying. Our historians are making a special journey to Canterbury to
examine the archives of the monks; as Canterbury held lands at Newington for a
short time. We hope this may throw light on the findings of decorated Medieval
floor tiles in some areas, and whether a grange existed here.Old inhabitants have
been helpful with information and one apparently has some ‘old maps of 1500’ in
a tin (!) - it is hoped to see these sometime, as there have been difficulties in find-
ing fieldnames. Visits were made to the Bodlean and County Records Office to
search, but the related fields were only numbered.

Conclusion
Although Trench II is only about half a metre deep, it is already producing
ample evidence of habitation and a good variety of early and late Medieval Pot-
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tery. The slag suggests iron-working, perhaps a forge or working area, and the
possibility of a shrunken, or DMV, is not ruled out.

Cyn Graham Kerr
Director

From the above, members will realise we are going flat out on this very satis-
fying project, and young and old are working every Tuesday, and often Sunday af-
ternoons as well. We have 2 babies, (this enabling otherwise tied Mums to make
a comeback) and a good core of workers so that the trench is going down well.
More would be welcome, as people cannot always come, and we like to get a
whole spit completed. There are plenty of goodies , the surroundings are idyllic,
and picnics are brought (tea or lemonade provided). It is certainly good physio-
therapy! If the sun’s too hot - bring a hat, and layers of clothes you can take off. If
you can’t dig, come and sit and cheer us on, or wash pots; all Soags are welcome, .
take the opportunity to see the grounds and enjoy a day out.

Cyn

Parish Survey - Pages Shaw

Opposite the Pack Saddle is a small wood, only a few acres in extent, that
could be considered to be a microcosm of the many woods in the Oxfordshire
Chilterns. The name itself is interesting in that it dates back to the thirteenth
century when William Page was granted a virgate / of land by Geoffrey de Chau-
sey. The Chauseys were the family who gave their name to Chazey Farm and to
the medieval manor of Mapledurham Chausey. William Page was to pay 1 marka
year for this virgate (approximately 30 acres for 13/4d). He also gave 20 marks to
Geoffrey, half a mark to his wife and 2 shillings to his son as a ‘gersuma’ or prem-
ium. He was obviously a freeman and his son John is mentioned in the Hundred
rolls of 1279 as such. The Pages continued in Mapledurham certainly until the se-
venteenth century. The fields south of the the Shaw were known as Pages Round,
Square & Great until the nineteenth century.? There are no records about this
but it would seem probable that this smail wood provided coppice wood and tim-
ber for the Pages’ small farm.

Asyou enter the wood you are amongst tall timber beeches which must have
been planted from the nineteenth century onwards as there is reference to a ‘nut
copse’ in this area in 1843.7 The probability is that they were planted when the
furniture industry in High Wycombe gained momentum. The first mention of
chair turners or bodgers in this area of Southern Oxfordshire is 1841 4 and it is
possible that one of their little shacks with its pole lathe stood in this piece of
woodland for a while. On the left of the path as we fight our way through some
brambles is a saw pit. In the days before circular saws the timber was cut and
sawn in the woods by ‘pit sawyers’, one standing on the side and another in the
pit using a crosscut saw. There is an entry in the census of 1861 of a ‘sawyer in the
wood’ at Chazey Heath and possibly that Charles Curtis used that same pit.

Under our feet as we go through the wood the ground is covered with Dogs
Mercury and Bluebells and there are also at least two clumps of Witches Broom.
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These are supposed to be indicative of an ancient woodland.- Incidentaily in May
when the Bluebells are out the scent and sight are quite lovely.

Further on in the wood there are two old woodland banks as well as the boun-
dary banks. These are completely undateable, but the last time they were men-
tioned in this area (for Abbots Wood) was the seventeenth century when there
was a statement that the coppices should be ‘mounded and fenced’. Now we are
in the area of Hazel coppice, this has been left uncut for many years, but would
have been cut every seven to ten years, providing a crop of poles or ‘rods’ as they
were known amongst the local woodmen. These ‘stools’, as the cut bases are
known, must have provided many of the wooden necessities for the neighbour-
hood. There are several thatched cottages nearby and the thatch (as noted from a
ruined one) would have been supported by coppice poles; the spars for the
thatch, the infill of wattle and daub, all would have had ‘rods’ from the coppices.
Apart from what is called ‘housbote’ in the documents, hurdle for penning sheep
and cattle, rakes, besoms, firewood etc., all would have been obtained from the
coppice; axe handles would have come from the few stools of ash coppicing in
the wood.

Amongst the coppice stools are scattered oaks and these would be used in
many ways, such as for the framework of houses, crude furniture, roof timbers for
barns, cart framework etc. At the end of the wood, as in so many of the woods in
the locality, there is a large pit which gave chalk for lime, whitewash and other
uses. On the map you will also see marked, two pollarded beeches, why these are
pollarded we will never know, standing as they do in a coppice, but it is feasible
that they provided the poles when the coppice had been cut and was growing up.
To really see pollarded trees one should go to somewhere like the New Forest or
Burnham Beeches, which were grazing areas and therefore could not have been
coppices. A mention should be made of an old oak on the wood bank; often oaks
were planted on the wood edges and partially cut down to form part of the hedge
thus making a ‘stub’.

Finally the hedge on the road has many varieties, an average of ten species ¢
and as this was the road or track leading to Mapledurham it was probably very an-
cient; in fact the majority of hedges on the Mapledurham Estate that survive
have very high counts.

As we have seen, in this small wood we have many of the characteristics of
woodland and all in the process of a ten minute walk. There are many better do-
cumented woods but if you look about you, the history is there on the ground.

References

I Rev A.H. Cooke, The Early History of Mapledurham 1925 page 68

2 Tithe Award Map 1841

3'W. Fletcher, A Tour Round Reading 1843

41861 Census Enumerators Returns

5 Oliver Rackham, Trees & Woodland in the British Landscape 1976 page 45
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A SAD STORY

Armed with a 6 inch to the mile Ordnance Survey map, Pat Preece and I set
out on a lovely July evening this summer to date the hedge along the original old
parish boundary between Ipsden and Checkendon. We had been intrigued when
studying the map before hand to see a monument indicated on it right out in the
field edge some good halfa mile from the road. The hedge dating proved most in-
teresting and established, beyond doubt, that it had been there, in all probabil-
ity, from Saxon times. Then, surrounded by barley fields, we came to the place
marked ‘monument’. The hedge turned right, and there at the corner, deep in
nettles, we found an obelisk some four feet high. On one side we could just make
out an inscription.

Near this spot Charles Gooddy and Thomas Prior,
both aged 16 years were killed by lightening,
also two horses.
May 26, 1851
W. Dodd
Tenant

Beware lest he take thee away with his stroke.
36 Job v.18

Mr. Dodd farmed a considerable acreage in Checkendon, all rented from vari-
ous land owners and he lived at Hammonds Farm. It is interesting that he should
have stated the fact that he was a tenant. It was also interesting to find that, in
1950, I had taught a relation of Thomas Prior at the village school, Checkendon.

It was sad to find this was a memorial to such a tragic incident.
Mary Kift

CALLING YOUNG SOAGS - IDEAS WANTED

The main difficulty is that you all live miles apart. There is David at Checken-
don, Douglas at Goring, David & Laura at Whitchurch, Abby & Barnaby at
Leighton Buzzard and Kate at Goring. '

How can we get together, without bothering parents to ferry, is a problem,
and what would you like to do? - This will probably apply to the Autumn by the
time this is out. Perhaps a weekend Field Walk? Do you want to come with/wi-
thout parents (if they don’t mind!) Travel is difficult in the dark, and school work
demanding.

Send, tell or 'phone ideas to Cyn to discuss in the Messenger.

SOAGS ON SAFARI - DIOCLETIAN’S PALACE

How would you like to string your washing across the columns of a Roman
Emperor’s arcaded walk from which he gazed down at the sea? Or walk to the
market through a great Roman double gate? Or sit at a cafe table in the Roman
Emperor’s forecourt adjacent to a Cathedral that is essentially a Roman Empe-
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ror’s mausoleum? If you were a resident of the Yugoslav city of Split you could do
all of these things.

The Emperor Diocletian had been born in or near the Roman town of Salona
(a few miles from Split) and when he abdicated in 305 AD he returned to spend
his last years in the area, building a magnificent fortified palace. It covered 30,000
square metres and was 215 metres long by 180 metres wide, and was surrounded
by a great towered wall, with gates to East, West and North, and a door to the sea
on the South side below the aforementioned arcaded walk. The two northern
quarters housed a garrison while the southern half was used for the Emperor’s
living quarters and religious buildings.

Diocletian died there in 316 AD and the Palace seems to have been in conti-
nuous use ever since. The source C. 385-425 records that the Emperor’s quarters
were still being used by members of his family and the last but one Emperor of
the Western Roman Empire resided there after being overthrown-in 475 AD.
Avar-Slavs peoples came into the country at the beginning of the 7th century and
Roman Salona was destroyed. Many of its inhabitants took refuge behind the
mighty Palace walls, and this marked the beginning of its transformation into a
city, with a continuous process of adaptation of old and construction of new buil-
dings right up to the present day, and with its medieval western extension forms
the living hub of this big modern city. Three walls remain and three gateways - all
in use. Houses have been built right against the inside of the walls (hence the
washing on the columns) but many of these are being demolished now. Three
corner towers remain, all being used in some way. The Peristyle (the arcaded ap-
proach to the Imperial apartments), the grand entrance, and the the Vestibule re-
main but sadly little else of the Imperial rooms. Diocletian’s mausoleum became .
the Cathedral and from the frieze the stone portraits of this anti-Christian Empe-
ror and his wife gaze down upon the Christian additions. Still standing outside
are the Egyptian columns which were ancient when Diocletian had them erected
here. Also intact is the little Temple of Jupiter - said to have one of the finest pre-
served Roman coffered vaults to be found anywhere. Conservation work is going
on and there are now opened up to view a basement of about 50 vaulted halls - the
underpinnings of the Roman Palace complex.

Water was carried to the Palace by a 9 kilometre aquaduct and a fine 180
metre stretch of high arches can be seen on the outskirts of the modern city - still
carrying water as part of the modern system.

Diocletian’s Palace still lives but Roman Salona is a sorry sight. Used as a
quarry for centuries (sculpture, slabs etc. can be seen in the village of Solin), suf-
fering an excavation early this century by an ‘archaeologist’ who incorporated
some material into his house and rearranged other Roman, and later pieces to
please himself in his garden, it is now in danger of being over-whelmed by vege-
tation - the grass and summer weeds probably don’t matter too much but there
are nOw young trees springing up - it needs a ‘Friends of Salona’ organisation.

Vivienne Hodges
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ST. ALBANS - A RESEARCH PROJECT

People have curious ideas for their holidays. I chose to spend a week on the
perimeter of a town (I hate towns), working in the extreme heat (I hate heat!)
from 8.30 am till 6pm. Hot, dirty, with an immediate boss half my age, grubbing
about in a rubbish dump, finding old fishbones thrown away about 600 years ago.

The dig, with the blessing of the St. Albans’ Abbey Research Committee,
was directed by Professor Martin Biddle and Birthe Kjolbye Biddle, to test the
archaeological potential of the site of the Monastic buildings on the south side of
the Abbey. We worked on the cloister and the Cellarium, and my particular area
was by a cloister wall where some infilling had been done. This dump proved
most interesting and in one day I discovered 5 coins including a rare Saxon Silver
Penny. There were also nails, (one very large) and assorted pot and bones. I spent
some time excavating a fish backbone and all the tiny bones with it!

In the centre of the cellar (over the next wall - they were enormously thick,
and we needed ladders to get down into the dig) - is a huge stone pillar, which
supported the roof. Bits of the fan-vaulting are being collected and it is possible
to make a reconstuction of this from them.

Every find had to be ‘levelled-in’ - 3 readings with the staffand Dumpy Level -
this involved much walking to the back-sight, - outside our railed-in area. My sil-
ver coin was find No.4,676! My own trench was about 10-15m X 20m (at a guess),
and the site was four times this. It was extemely hot. Never have I drunk so much
water and soft drinks! We had B&B in various homes in the town and I stayed
with a delightful couple who know the Oxford area. There was a Supervisor and
several workers per trench. We had lunch on the site and an enormous evening
meal in the Abbey Crypt or Library - catered for by 2 local ladies who were most -
amusing and friendly. We worked from 8.30am (sharp) to 6pm with welcome ele-
venses and tea breaks. (There was a box labelled Naughty Biscuits for Spreading
Waistlines!) We had, however, time to explore the Abbey and town. The Abbey,
not very exiting outside, is quite riveting within. Largely perpendicular - it soars
up, with painted walls and wonderful stone tracery, it is divided up, so that one is
continually finding new and surprising corners. We were there for Rose Sunday
when a special Rose Service is held for St. Alban, and roses are thrown around his
Shrine (C1320) - but just where was he buried? This is the great problem that the
Biddles would like to solve.

The Logo for the dig was taken from the design on a huge, superb Medieval
tile (from under the Chapter-House) this was printed in red on our white T shirts,
and on the front of them, also in red, the quotation ‘So among the roses of the Mar-
tyrs, brightly shines St. Alban.’

Cynthia Graham Kerr
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A SKILLFUL SOAG

When John Westwood joined Soag, we soon found that, besides the trowel,
he was handy with most tools. He started briskly by mending the Soag Hut at the
dig; he then turned to his Bookbinding and produced a fine new Register for us,
next he agreed to make and bind our ‘Eminent Friends’ book (to fill - in time -
with Famous Names!) and has now made us a beautiful Drawing Frame for the
dig. Soag offers a special thankyou to this versatile designer & craftsman for giv-
ing us such useful nicities, all of which add to our prestige.

QUARRY BANK MILL

Those who would limit archaeology to excavating and pre-history and would
regard Manchester as the last place for a day’s outing need read no further. Ho-
wever, practically next door to Ringway Airport and in as attractive a rural setting
as you are likely to find there lies a piece of industrial archaeology well worth a

whole day’s visit.

This is Quarry Bank Mill, situated in the Bollin Valley on the banks of the riv-
er. It was one of the early water powered spinning mills, built in 1784 by Samuel
Grey and still functioning up till 1959. It was powered by a huge 100hp iron water
wheel by water harnessed from the mill pond and weir. The wheel no longer
exists but plans are in hand to install a similar one and set the machinery going
again. Any archaeologist can happily while away the time working out how the
races, tunnels, weir and pool all linked up, as much is now silted up.

Inside the mill there are working examples of early weaving frames and a
room full of noisy spinning machines, which with only halfa dozen or so working
at a time nearly deafen you. They did that commonly enough in the past, when
dozens, crammed tightly together, were all working at the same time.

Samuel Grey was an enlightened employer by the standards of his time, and
although he employed pauper apprentices he looked after them, feeding, hous-
ing and educating them to a level much higher than was normal for the period.
The model village he buiit for them, and his adult employees, contained places of
worship (he himself was a Unitarian), farms, a shop run on the co-operative lines,
and the Apprentice house. "

It remains in essence unaltered and is now in the care of the National Trust,
although the Mill itself is looked after by a separate trust. When you have seen
the Mill and other buildings there are pleasant woodland and riverside walks.
Pauper apprentices sent here could certainly count themselves fortunate.

Molly Casey

Editor’s Note.  Soag John Westwood has created a splendid model of this mill -
all in Meccano! (He would be happy to receive any oddment of unwanted Mec-
€ano.)
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GROVE PRIORY

About 2 miles from my house there is Grove Priory. It is a sort of small mo-
nastery combined with a Royal Manor house. We call it “Princess’es Palace” be-
cause the Princess Mary (daughter of Edward 1) owned it.

The Priory is being excavated because a nearby sand quarry will soon take ov-
er and dig up the field. When I last went I found bits of glazed tile and oyster
shells that show that they ate oysters.

The excavation shows the remains of stone walls and cobbled floors. The
builders used local stone because they could not afford to import high quality
stone from abroad. The archaeologists working here have uncovered things from
bones to candlesticks.

Barnaby Madgett
Age 10

CANAL FURNITURE : :
I live about 50 metres away from the Grand Union Canal. It was built nearly
200 years ago, but you can still find old things dating from when it was built.

At the corner of the bridge is a metal
pole that protects the bricks from get-
ting rubbed by ropes that horses pulled
when they towed the barges. The ropes
have worn away the metal to make lots
of grooves.

Along the tow path is a lovely hump-
back bridge. The water doesn’t go any
where now, but it used to let boats leave
the canal to unload at the wharf. Very
near here is an iron mile stone saying
how many miles to Braunston.

Close to this is an old railway which
used to carry sand from the quarry to
load onto the sand-barges.

T
AN

Railway ' \’\" Abigail Madgett

Canal Age 8
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A CHILTERN EXPEDITION

It was the first week in May. The Chilterns were still in bridal dress with cher-
ry blossom above, and blackthorn below and bluebells beyond. We needed a pro-
jectand [ suggested one. My oldest guide indicated that there was part of an hour-
glass holder in Ibstone Church. My newest book knew nothing of it. Should we
go and find out the truth?

We approached Ibstone via Turville and Fingest. Turville Windmill looks
down from its hill over the squat church tower and the grey cottages about it. We
sat on a seat hewn from a single oak trunk and drank in the view. We moved on to
the Chequers at Fingest and drank coffee. Fingest Church was evidently the
meeting place for some rambling club, and we moved on to places more remote,
but not without looking at its pond with neat iron railings.

We wound up small roads towards Ibstone. We stopped to look down on Tur-
ville from above, from a footpath by the mill, where cowslips grew quite thickly.
There were cowslips too in Ibstone churchyard and something else, one of the
fattest yews I know. We tried to measure its girth. Cynthia - like a good Girl
Guide - had a piece of string. And Adam had a theory that one must not measure
a tree at its foot but five feet up. I think we decided its girth was twenty-one feet,
bigger I think than Woodcote’s handsome yew but smaller than the proud
twenty-four footer of Boarhunt (Hants) which claims to be the largest in En-
gland. The early 12C church is beautifully proportioned, small yet high. In the
old pulpit we found a hole, evidence that an hourglass holder had once been
screwed there. In the village above the church we found The White Lion whose
ploughman’s lunch is to be recommended.

Our next stop was Braddenham which is as much a picture-postcard, film-set
village as Turville. Church and manor house look over the village cricket field
where teams were playing their first match of the season. A high white tower
lured us on to Radnage. Lately I have been looking out for churchyards which felt
pagan. When Christianity spread here religious sites were taken over and often
the resident priest changed his faith but not his job. The Pagan priest, for
example, used, I believe, to keep a bull for the benefit of his parishioners and the
early Christian priests did the same, providing services for people and service for
cattle. Anyway sites which are high and churchyards which are round or irregular
in shape do have a pagan feel to them, and Radnage is one of these. The chur-
chyard contains the grave of a man who killed the last wild bear in England, and
the finest cowslips we saw. But inside the church all is as holy and Christian as
one could wish. It dates from 13C on, though there is a Saxon church before it.
Much is lovely, as the fine 15C roof of the nave and much ancient painting. But
there is modern feeling there - pews have given place to chairs and the parish bier
is used for serving coffee. :

We came back via Aston Rowant and Pyrton (more cowslips) after a day full of
treasure, ancient and modern.

Vera Hodges




