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PRESIDENT®S RAPORT FOR 1984-85

It is getting quite difficult to find another way of
expreseing what excellent progress and impact Scag is making.
There has been a steady improvement both in the number of
new members and in the amount of work achieved.

We galned 37 members last year, bringing our total up
to 130. These people brought new skills and talents, and we
now have a sound core of workers with an ever-increasing
range of interests, I am most grateful and happy to have the

support of such a group; it is really encouraging, especially
when new members decide to stay with us,

Fieldwork

Work has centred on the Medieval settlement at
Newington, and an interim report is presented elsewhere in
- this Bulletin,

Meetings

: We started the year on 14 April 1984 with Nick Barton
telling us about the Mesolithic site at Hengistbury (where I
had worked with him), and Andrew Selkirk regaled us on 18
May with some high spots from Current Archaeology.

- To start the new autumn season on 20 September, we had
James Bond from Woodstock Museum speaking on Deserted Medi-
eval Villages, which was very interesting with regaxd to our
work at Newington. There was nearly a disaster on 25 October
when our speaker falled to turm up, but Chris Maltin quickly
stepped into the void and gave us a fascinating impromtu talk
on the construction of Newington House and answered our
numerous questions. He certainly deserved his vote of
thanks. David Miles arrived safely on 16 November to explain
the dig at Clayden Pike, and he was followed by Clare Halpin
on 14 December talking about Radley Barrow Hills,

On 8 February 1985, despite the weather, 20 members
(including two new ones) were able to get to the Training
Evening. Sessions on pot washing and grid references were
followed by a lively discussion and a talk from Malcolm
Todd on using the prismatic compass as an 2id to field sur-
veying. Record cards were then explained and an example
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shown, and we finished with slides by Gareth Thomas on vari-
ous aspects of digging, Members said they had enjoyed the
evening and felt ihey had learnt something, :

Visits -

to follow on our 16 June 1984 outing when 22 membsrs visited
the Radley Barrow Hills site itself, where she took us all
round explaining the features. After lunch we visited
Abingdon and made a tour of the town, seeing most 6f the
priory buildings, museun and church, znd some of the houses,
The meeting on 21 July was held next to the cupola on ‘the
roof ¢f fohiown Hounse near Lambourne, with 20 nembers ard
Tive visitors préscat. We visited the Ashdown estate and
also Alfred’s Castle, a nearby earthwork, -

The FPerty

The annuel Party wes held on 6 Januayy 1985 and was
atteuded by 45 people, the same nuumber as the Previous year,
it wos hold as ususl in the Black and Gold Rocm at the
wel, Ve werc plessed that Nrs Snow, the Headw
e, was : able to jolm us. Ve found everys

L and membors brouzbl cone splendid
prizes, The competition, arrengsd

end wymelf, was won by Pot Parlore
e tordoln ard May Percival, who

sed A boolr telien o0 show our apprecialica
was st Lo the school, and o letter of thanks hes baen

23 aftended

Two courses at Oxford wezfév attgznded" 'by,,mééubem-.-__in 1984, ¢+

Three menters attended a’ course on country houses on 2 March, .

On 14 April four of us learnt all about flints and ended up
doing some flint knapping with Nick Barton (see report in .

Soag Bulletin No. 40, p.8), another course was held at lLaine

Barn, near Wantage, on 19 May on the subject of farm buile
dings. Seven of us attended this, and we all enjoyed @ ...
splendid lunch in the ‘cow shed (see report in Soag Bulletin
NO. 40.41).8). o R . o ) e

Sofag' member Joe Peéchey ran an autumn evening class at
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agbourne about the Anglo-Saxons, and there were about a
sozen- of us attend;ng thls.,

The nain conference of the year, the AGM of the Council
for British Archaeology Group 9, was held in Oxford on 24
March (see report in Soag Bulletin No. 40, p.8). Twelve
Soags attended this, and we heard reports of work from Buck-~
inghamshire, Bedfordshivre, Oxfordshire and Northamptonshire.
411.0f you are eligible to attend this stimulating annual
conference, but places have to be booked in advance, Eight
nembers also attended a Rescue symposium at St Cross, Oxford
on 16 February 1985,

Publications

I would like to make a special mention of the 1984
issue of the Scag Bulletin as this was produced entirely by
one member - Derek Humphries - and printed by a friend. It
took Derek many late nights at the word-processor, and you
w#1ll have noticed what a difference good quality paper, equal
margins and varying type faces make. Our thanks are also due

to the authors, without whose coniributions there would be no

Bulletin. Please kesp writing - the BEditor is glad to re=
ceive items at any time. §

The Messenger continues t0 be a hard-working leaflet
which merits our thanks for its existence to Anthony and
Alleen Booth, and especially their daughter Vanessa who,
though not a Scag herself, unfailingly does all the typing
for it.

“he Constitution

During its 16 years of existence Soag has, on occasion,
considered having a written Constitution and the Committee
now feel it is time we did so. It will show that we are a
well-established society, and by giving us status it may help
us when applying for grants, etc, The proposed Constitution,
which has been discussed, prepared and amended by the :
Lommittee, was put before members at the AGM for comments
and ‘approval, : :

The binding of our book of Eminent Friends has been
completed by John Westwood with SOAG in gold embroidery by

wiz, and Margaret Westwood presented it to us on 26 October
4




at the Committee meeting. Our thanks go to John for a hande
some book in which to record visiting VIPs.

‘Please may I make an appeal for you to telephone me
with enquiries about fieldwork, etc., rather than the other .
Wway round? last year I made about 500 calls in connection
with Soag, and most of these were reminders. S

Finally, I would 1like to thank the Committes, especial-
ly Alan Wilson who has been Treasurer for so long and is
retiring at the 1985 AGM, likewise Vivienne Hodges who has
been an excellent secretary, and Gareth Thomas who has served
for meveral years and is also retiring. :

Thank you all for your continuing support.

Cynthia Graham Kerr

smm QUTINGS 1985

Expedition to Butser Ancient Farm

The summer expsdition on. 15 June was to Butser Ancient
Farm near Petersfield, with 12 members and their families
making us 24 altogether. We were met by the Director, Dr
Peter Roynolds and his new assistant, Alex. Greetings were
exchanged (Peter is an. old friend of Soag®s) and coffee SUg-
gested, vhen Peter signed our book of Eminent Friends. Ve
then walked to the Demonstration Site, where Peter explained
everything in greater detail than he would to ordinary visi-
tors -~ the grain store, the Pinpermme House, the ditches, the
crops including peas, beans end hemp, and the various -animals,

~ We ate our lunch'sitting in the herb garden, and after
lunch people wandered round as they pleased until they re-
turned home, As Peter had not charged us any entry fee we
all felt we should make a collection for Butser, so the
Treasurer did his rounds and presented Peter with £22 from
Soag, which gave him a very pleasant surprise,

Cynthia Graham Kerr

Wt
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In spite of the generally miserable weather of summer
1985, 40 Soags and wisitors were blessed with a clear and
sunny day for our t{rip to Danebtury on Saturday 10 August, ¥We
all gathered in the car park to meet Hr Allen, curator from
Andover Museum, who kindly arranged to show us around the
site and to tell us about its history.

This Iron Age fort, near Stockbridge in Hampshire, has
been excavated by Professor Barry Cunliffe over the last 14
years. The fort covering 5.4 hectares was first occupied in
the 5th century BC, when it had a simple *box* rampart and
limited occupation. Around 400 BC the interior of the fort
was totally reorganised on new lines, and rectangular timber
houses measuring 3 by 3.5 metres were built in a pattern
which can be explained only as deliberate planning. A comp-
lex and impressive double gateway was erected, which also
suggests some major control over the fort. This authority
remained, for the houses were often rebuilt and remained om
their old alignments, and the ditches were cleaned out regu-
larly. This situation lasted until about 100 BC when the
entrance was rebuilt in a complicated way, perhaps because of
military threat. Shortly afterwards the whole fort was abane
doned. The final phase was on the eve of the Roman invasion
when the fort was repaired and given a new outer rampart and
wide ditch. There was no permanent occupation, and presum-
ably it was taken over by the Roman army.

Walking around the outer rampart wall, it was interes-
ting to see first the tents and caravans and then the
archaeologists and students excavating the site, Although
only in the first week of this year's dig, they were very
well organised and it was most interesting to watch them at
work.

In all it was a very enjoyable afterncon, and we would
like to thank Mr Allen for his excellent talk and for giving
up his time to make this such an interesting trip.

Ann Hitchman




NEQINGTON - INTERIM REPORT 1084-85

From March 1984 to March 1985 we spent 31 days working
on the dig, four days doing odd Jobs about the estate and
ten days working in the Pot Room at Newington House washing
and marking the results of the fieldwalking programme in -
Great Bowling Field. We worked all day Tuesdays right
through the bad weather, and the Tieldwalking took a day or
two each week from 7 October to 13 November, We were back
pot washing on 22 Januvary, as soon zs the snow went sufficien-
tly for us to get there, Malcolm Todd deserves a special
thank you for doing most of the car driving. Work has cone
tinued tlwough 1985,

Excavation in Park Pleld

Examination of the trial trench dug by the Sealed Xnot
wag completed by June, and the main trench was opened on 26
June (see report in Soag Bulletin No. 40, Pp.11=12), The
7 by 2 m trench was soon enlarged as we began to ind what
appeared to be a courtyard with a possible boam slot at the
K end and a working area that ylielded a splendid Medieval
horseshoe and a large key in addition ¢o numerous sherds,
nails, bones, etc. The dry weather meant that we had to
carry water up from the river to wet the surface before we
could dig., Ye made a happy team of workers and mumbers rose
to 21 one day, with six to ten average, and a total of 41
recple attending during the season.,

The open trench was covered with plastic to protect it
during the winter, but after the thaw it became very wet. In
May 1985 the site was cleaned and the grass was cut for an
Open Day at the House, but from then until the middle of July
the trench locked more 1like a pond, with 4-6 inches of stan-
ding water and a motley collection of water beetles, water
boatmen and mesquito larvae. As soon as Cyn left to dig in
France (in desperation?) the trench dried out sufficiently
to be tidied up and weeded (using planks as the clay was still
soft). Loose pegs and strings were replaced, and a planned .
extension marked out and deturfed, During the summer of 1985
the trench was extended by a strip 2 m wide by 5 m long,
which has now been trowelled down to the top of the court-

yard level,
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Work is progressing satisfactorily and the courtyard
as now been exposed over most of the trench, In addition,
we seed 10 have the reimains of wall foundations, marked by
tumbles of liwmestone, There could be a whole serles of buile
dings represented, and we may have some post holes and other
features appearing. That metalworking was carried out on the
site 1s suggested by numerous pleces of slag and ironwork,
and Medieval potsherds are common., Detailed site records are
being kept, and plan and section drawings have been made,

Meldwalking in Great Bowling Field

This field lies on the other side of the road from
Hewington House and in autumn 1984, with the farmer's per-
mission, we spent some time making an intensive survey of the
ares which a preliminary investigation had shown to contain
5 guantity of Medieval remains,

Taking a datum polnt at the N end, we laid out a grid
of 512 10 m squares. Each square was then walked carefully
and all finds bagged and numbered. This was & major achieve-
sent and involved quite a number of members. I would especi-
ally 1like to thank Derek Humphries for his hard work in sei-
ting up the grid, which involved walking many miles to and
fro during the survey. The welght of finds to be carried
back to the Houze was considerable, and the washing and mare
king of these in the Pot Room occupied all bad-weather Tues~
days until we were abdle to sta.rt work on the dig again,

. A preliminary analysis of the finds into pottery types,
tuilding material, eic., suggests the presence of some Medi-
zval crofts, represented by clusters of potiery where house-
hold rubbish had been spread on the surrounding land, along
the S side of the ridge which crosses the field. Further S
towards the field gate the potiery was mostly 18th century
or 1a.tex'. and there was less of it. We plan to extend the
avea of fieldwalking to the N in the 1985-86 season, to see
if evidence for Medieval settlement emnds in this direction.

WPotRoon

We have been most uankful for this facllity at
Newington House, as it has enabled us to work every Tuesday
during bad weather and a vast amount of work has been done
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on the finds from Great Bowling Field, These have now been
washed, marked and sorted., The metal items have been removed
for David Richards (our wetal expert) to look at, and the
bones have also been removed for Janet Sharpe (our bones X
pert) to work through. The pottery has been identified as
far as possible, and the results have been tabulated and
checked. Several members have assisted in this work, and we
all feel we have learnt a great deal and now feel competent
to handle more important finds from the dig.

- The room Itself, which iz in ¢he annex, has been
siripped of cracked plester and the raintwork stripped doun
to bere wood., This occupied some time in the winter, Wt the
discovery of a robton beon at ceiling lovel has held wp the
work and we must ba putlent and walt Tor this to be repaired,
Chris Waltin has many other toctnical ond financial aifficul-
ties {o ovorceme bofere this cor be done. Heamwhile We arc
5111 able to wwe the roon, which hns slectricity, a oink
wlth hot and cold water and o roaving log five in cold weather,
"o have the use of stomge cupbosrds fTor sur cquipnent, and
ghelwes in the tack voon for storing bores of Cindz, Ve arc
also able to boryow tools as required,

Cyn would like to thank thoze stalwarte who tura up &80
regularly eand willingly, and no less thoeo who can only come
occasionally because of other commitocnts., New helpers are
always welcome - wo are at Newington every Tuesday from about
10.30 am %o 5.00 pm, s0 please come along if you can,

We shall have a small dlsplay concemning our work at
Rewington at the New Year Party on 4 January 1986,

Cynthia Graham Kerr

HEDGEROW DATING AT NEWINGTON

In the sarly 1970s Dr Max Hooper of the Monks Wood
Experimental Station in Huntingdon published the results of
hls studies on hedges, and concluded that the most important -
factor governing the mmber of species of shrubs growing in
a hedge is its age. Numerous surveys of hedges dated from
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ocusentary evidence showed that a hedge usually gains one
species of shrub for every 100 years it bas been in existence,
This is obviously not a hard and fast rule and variations do
occur. However, the formula appears to work sufficiently
well to provide a useful extra tool in landecape archaeology,
50 long as it is treated with caution and not as an immutable
universal law,

The standard procedure for hedgerow dating is to count
the number of species in a 30 yard stretch of hedge, As many
30 yard lengths as possible should be recorded, and an average
count taken. It iz important to avoid atypical parts of the
hedge, such as near gateways or where it ad joins woodland.
Only established shrubs and trees are counted: seedlings,
climbers (including ivy) and herbs ave excluded, If possible,
some of the hedges in the study area should be dated from
documents to show if the method is valid for that area {some
18th century hedges were planted with several species and so
glve counts showing them to be older than they are). Hedges
which are relics of o0ld woodland, perhaps left after assarts
or clearings were cut, are characterised by woodland species
today, especially dogs mercury, bluebell and wood &anemone.
Field maple and spindle are usually associated with hedges
that are at least 400 and 600 years old respectively,

Hedgerow dating has been attempted at Newington to
complement the excavation and fieldwalking of the Medieval ,
settlement, and the preliminary results are encouraging., Six
30 yard lengths of the hedge forming the SE boundary of Park
Field (running up from the pond opposite the gate of the
walled garden at Newington House) gave an average of five
species (range 4-5) which included field maple (>400 years),
This hedge may therefore be about 500 years old or 1l5th
century in origin,

Hedge counts for the old orchard (now used as & car
park) opposite Newington House varied, but nons appeared to
be less than 500 years old. This area shows signs of ridge
and furrow, The roadside hedge between the entrance N to
the cemetery boundary is somewhat less than 30 yards long
but nevertheless gave a total of nine species including -
spindle (Y600 years). Because this stretch is atypical it
would seem rash to label it 1lth century, but the presence
of spindle suggests it is at least 600 years old (14th
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century)., Two stretches of the roadside hedge S of the
orchard entrance both yielded six species, also suggesting a
14th century date, The ¥ boundary of the orchard against
the cemetery contained seven species, agailn including
spindle (13th century?), and the S boundary had five species
(15th century?).

The results of the species counts of the roadside hedge
of Great Bowling Field, S of the orchaxd, were most interes~
ting. Three consequetive 30 yard lengths were counted on the
field side of the hedge, commencing 30 paces N of the gate,
The Tirst stratch had only two specles, the second stretch
had four and the third stretch had no less than nine, This
suggested that the N end of this hedge is considerably older
than the S end, The situation was clarified by reference to
a ©,1830 map which showed an old field boundary turning into
the field at approximately the point between the second and
third lengths of hedge counted. Thie demonsirates the
validity of the method: at a cursory glance the roadside
hedge of Great Bowling Field looks the same all along. The
species count shows clearly that the N end is considerably
older, and thet the point at which the change takes place
corresponds to the snd of an old boundary which has now been
completely destroyed,

More hedges will be sxamined at Newington in the
Tuture, and when the survey is completed it may help to show
how the present~day field system has developed and approxi-
mately when the field boundaries were established, Already
it suggests that many of the hedges wero in existence in the
- 15th century, and that some may be considerably older.

Bibliography

Hooper, M.D., 1971, Hedges and local history. pp.6-13. In
Standing Conference for Local History, H_e%gea and local
history. KNational Council of Social Serv ces, London,

Pollard, E., Hooper,M.D. and Moore, N¥W., 1974, Hedges.
. Collins, london. (New Naturalist Series,)

Janet Sharpe

11




& CLAY PIPE PRUN NEWIRGTON

A clay pipe was found in the River Thame ’éﬁahiﬁd |

Newington House by Roberi Hartwell during an exploratory - -

dive on 13 sugust 1985, The pipe has a falrly larmge bowl i
with thin walls, and a common type of spur with the initials-
SC on it. It was made about 1800,

ACTUAL S1ZE

Paul J . Brewer

Bditor®s note: Soag would like to hear from other me.mbezfs e
who have found clay pipes within our area, and would.welcome
' any unwanted specimens for its reference collectiom. Since -

the manufacture of the first tiny *falry® pipes in the late
16th century after the introduction of tobacco from America,

clay pipes have followed a fairly regular typology and.may .

be roughly dated, often to within a decade or two, frow the
size and shape of the bowl, the shape of the foot or spur,
type of decoration, the diameter of the stem bore, ete, Many
carry the names, trademeris or, nost cdommonly, the initials

of the manvfacturer (which arve read fron left to right with

the upright bowl pointing away from one). The initials SC on
the exanple here may refer to Samuel Chick, 1721, of Bristoel
or Samuel Carter, 1832, of London (A. Oswald, 1960, The
archacology and ecemomic history of English elay tobacco
pipes, Journal of the Archaeclogical Assoclation, 3rd series,
23s 40-102), They are thevefore very impertant date

ey
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indicators in post-dedieval deposite and, when the manuface
turer can be identified, can sometimes indicate pattermns of
trade and distribution, Members who are already pipe enthus-
iasts may be interested in the Soclety for Clay Pipe

Research - ses Notes and News section for further information,

ANY EXCUSE . . .,

Well, it wasn't really like that. Pat Preece and T
had wanted to wisit Canterbury Cathedral'’s archives for a
while, to find out what we could of the manor of Kewington,
and as neither of us had visited this ancient city it seemed
a good idea to combine a little work with a little play.

As far as the research was concermed we knew from
Margaret Gelling's Barly charters of Oxfordshire (p.141) that
Queen Aelfigu, mother of King Kdward, gave land at Niwantune
(Newington) o the monks of Christchurch, Canterbury in 997,
She apparently acguired this land from her lord King Cnut
when the thegn Aelfric forfeitsd it to the Crown, Later
Cnut, appears to have confirmed this grant as fosterland on
behalf of the souls of both of them (Ibid., pp.182-183 (No.
xevi), K 965).

Having corresponded with the archivist we learned that
there were some 40 court rolls dating from around 1380 to
1500, and also some other material in a box,

So lat autumn (1964) we booked in at the Cathedral Cate
Hotel and decided to have two whole days poring over docu=
ments and spending any spare time seeling as much of Canteprw
bury as we could,

We duly arrived on a Monday evening to find ocur
accommodation was as close to our place of work as we could
get. It was, in fact, joined on to the great main entrance,
the Burgate, and had once been one of the many hosplces for
pilgrims. Indeed, the whole area of the Butter Market cone
tained tuildings that had once provided shelter and rest for
these travellers, Not just a few tut literally hundreds
stayed in hugs dommitories provided by the monks. What could
have been betier? Our rooms overlocked the Cathedral ‘ ‘
Precinct and at night our windows were £illed with the ‘

19 1
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Jleedlit tracery of Great Bell Harry Tower soaring up 235
feet. This was designed by the famous architect of the
Tudor kings Henry VII and Henry VIII, John Wastell, around
1504, There was no need for us to use ocur watches much, for
the huge clock over the main entrance chimed hourly. .

Next day we presented ourselves at the Cathedral
axrchives in the cloisters, and set to work on the court
mlls. In the six hours we had we worked as hard as poessible;
however, sone vere in & shockirg condition and some in almost
unreadable hand writing. We plodded on, dashing oui for a
quick sendwich during tho dimger hour and then off to see
what we could of Canterbury before returning to our work. By
closing time we had coped mth several of the rolls but hm‘ i
not sirug gle&. with the most illegible ones, preferring to.
spend time on those which would yield us as much information
as possible, for tomorros thers was the naterial in the box
%o look-at. After a (;uiw. cup of tea we rushed off on a
‘bit%rly Mlé » S1EY evening to explore St Augustine®s Abbay
before it cl%a& at slx o%clock. Them away fto see if we.
could get into St ¥nrtin®s church, which has many Rowman
bricks im its walls,  Alas, we were too late. So the rest
of the @venmg was wpmm, walking around the city streots
cmﬂ%irm the wealth of mcf_mt bmi"ciings

Bext day we oven paneged {to £it in a litile sight-

seeing between the end of breskfast and. the begimning of &
ar»cmd day’s work on the archives. This: was $0 prove une.
fruitful, for the boo torked *Hewington® turned out to be
filled wim all mamnor of papers rélating to the parish of
Newington in London, which was also held by Ch:riahchurcl"u
After shutting the 1id we declided that the remdinder of the
court rolls needed nore than the three hours 1lefi for work
that day because of their conditlion, and we opted to spemi
the rest of the time seelng more of Canterbury.

Quickly we went over to the main entrance and joined’a,
conductad four-of the Cathedral, then a quick snack and away
on a’ con&ucﬁed tour of the city which lasted two and a half
hours. This ‘included a Roman site with a tessellated pavew
ment, Queen Elizabeth's Guest Chamber, the Norman staircase
at King's School, the Undercroft of Eastbridge Hospital, and .
much else besides. By five-»thi:;ty we were gasping for a cup.
of tea, btut revived after this and were off agaln dcrwn to

1k




the West Gate and along the beautiful gardens beside the
little River Stour with ancient houses all along the f‘ar
bank. Iater we discovered another little paradis:e, the

Franciscan Gardems, with a charmmg old 13th century house

built over a lovely little stream. At last, rather WALy,
we had to siop our explorations and get a meal, Then we

took a final wander round the Cathedral Pmcmct to a.dmire

the flocdlighting and so to bed, Next day, &.dlv, it was
farewsll to Cantmﬂmxy and u.way ‘mn@ o

Two: ‘%hmg,bs of interest 6’3%"?"'{'“1‘&3' ﬁ:@m onr study e»f the -
Mwmgmﬂ court rolls, One, that there was a considerable
rumbsr. of peopls living thore at the i incluiing a mesber
of the Iimch fanily (thm spelt Dunce) conmected with N

Newington House. The other was the mention of 14 ditches,

mest of them named, for which villagers were continually
boling brought w‘f‘o:ce vhe court bscause thoy lad not kept

thenm clearsd. So at least we found evidence of many ditch"«

and a quite Im"ge population in the area. : ,

Mary Kiftf; '

PARISH SURVEY ~ THE BOUNDARIES COF CHECKENDON

Over a period of time » ¥ith the aid of various maps,
and, of course, our feet we have tracad the bhoundaries of
Checkendon as fm‘ as possible. The bowndaries have altered
several times over the years so ths Tirst task was to
establish the orizinal route, This was done with the help
of the Tithe Award map, a rap publisled by the Genealoglcal |
Soclety showing the general cutline of the old I.“arﬁ.shes of
Qxf’oxﬂshim and the oldest Ordunance Suwey naps, we could
Find. Pa:msh surveys involve & great deal of pomrzg over
mADPS, and the a.biliw to read thz.m is %sanﬁ.&i

it some pcrmts on the. mmi@r Ordnanc& Sm&y mps ’
there are boundary markers present. On the Checkendon
parish boundary there are posts marked in Busgrove Wood,
but of these no trace could be found. However, an oak tree

on the edge of Hheelers ‘Copse is still to be found, and this |

is ob\rimzsly at the very least 100 years 0ld, Apa,rt from
these “tvo, no other markers exist on the maps we have
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Lonsulted,

1t can be seen from the maps that the. bcundaraes uere -
often marked by banks, and all of these were to. e found in
connection with woods. They may have extended . 1nto arable
land in the pasi, but if so have long ago been. plaughed out,
The banks are usually from 1 to. 1.5 m high. . Over the cen-
turies they have spread, and are now often up to 4 n wide
and have a ditch alongside which is now very shallow, In
places where agriculture has impinged on the banks they are
sometimes vestigial. One point we have noted about the banks
is that they are often accompanied by a footpath like, for
sxample, the stretch from Shrub Wood through to ¥yfold Wood,
This is contrary to what Beresford {1957) states, although
his area did not include the Oufordshire Chilterns., The
tanke are sometimes double with ditches on the inside and a
path or itrack beiween, and our theory is that in these cases
zach parish dug its own bank and ditch and a no-man‘s«land
was left between which became a right of way possibly used
as a Tootpath in ‘beating the bounds®. An example of the
double bank with a track between is found at Corkers lLane,
Hoskins (1969) refers to tracks along the ‘double ditched
boundaries of pre-Conquest estates® (mostly in Devon), which
causes one to wonder about the age of those we have found.

Three hedges have been found surviving on the boundary, ;
Une marked on the southern boundary between Checkendon and I
South Stoke and very near some strip lynchets had a hedge . il
<cunL of six species, including spindle and wayfaring tree, i
Another on the northern edge between Ipsden and Checkendon ;
had an average count of ten with many unusual shrubs. This ;
was partlcularly lntcreating as there was a gxant of 4$ o b
acres of land in 1296 in the Checkendon common fields. next - ¥
to *le Hechyng de Ippesden® (Salter, 1930), and.this is
certainly marked by the hedge at which we were locking.
Mary Kift (1984) wrote about the monument at the end of this
hedge in the last Sogﬁ Bulletin. The third stretch of hedge,
also containing ten species, was found as an extension of
the bank and ditch running along the edge of a plece of
woodland called Ipsden Wood.

We have done a great many hedge counts and, although
there is controversy about these, our feeling s that stocke
sroof shrubs such as hawthorn and blackthorn would have been

- <
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of animals have been detected, although these ars mostly .
fragman‘tafy. Some palimpsests stlll remain to be deciphered,
tut two pieces found separately fitted tugether, uhoumg a
horse's head.

Flints are everywhereg bunns, borers, blades (both
broken and whole), many backed bladelets, some scrapers and
flakes, and a vast assoriment of chips. A fragment of a
pendant (with a hole) was also found between the edge of the
precipice and the path.

The Magdalenians were Palaeolithic hunters, and the
tundra provided game for them. Roc la Tour is an unusually
high vantage point, so it is thought that they camped behind
the Roc (sheltered from the prevmlwg wind) in tents or
shelters, working their flints and using the schist as
floor covering over the soft loamy soil.. At some point in
time a huge avalanche crashed down over the area and crushed
and destroyed the enc&mpmentﬁ :a.t the same tme prec;ewmg it .
for archaeclogisis. o ‘

The soil is extremely acid s¢ no bones survive, and
there 1s nothing but stone material remaining; this Dr and
Wme Homoy are recording with great care, The angles that
the pieces of schist were lying at are a guide to the direc-
tion of the rockfall, and another important find is the dis-
covery of quite a mumber of small spois of ochre scattered
in the soil. These have heen collected for analys is, and are
marked on the plans.

We worked down 5 cm at a time and sieved everything.,
The sievings will be processed indoors in the winter. Some
more engraved plates of schist were found and I had the good
fortune to find a small piece myself. I was working under a
rock torn from the main pile and close under it I found at
least three pinkish Flints, showing they had been subjected
to heat at some time.

The Tardenoisian site (Site II) found by Dr Rozoy
about 80 m away from the Magdalenian site at Roc la Tour was
on another outcrop. A special discovery he made here was
that they used an extra lateral cutiing blade or tanf on
their arrows. Instead of a barb the arrowhead had just the
usal point, and there was a pisce let into the side of the
arrow with a lateral cutting edge instead of a barb for

R




wlding, There way have been more than one of these side
Dlec&bu .

~ Whilst the Tardenoisians had this very efficient arrw,
the Magdalenians used spears. The Tardenocisians therefore
had the advantage in that they would have bsen able to hunt
in small groups or families using a bow and arrows, whereas
the Magdalenians with their spears needed a large number to
hunt, especially for aurochs and roindeer., Thms in the sane
region two methods of mmting are shown, as used by two
different cultures separated by somo 4000 years, but living
in almost exactly the sare place.

Dr Rozoy, a remrcrl dector, snd his wife are doing a
mognificent job entirely oa their cun, znd are now sesrching
for new sites in the forsst - o daunting prospect. Thay are
struggling with a much neglected sspeet of French archasclozy
and deserve every encouragement one can give them, Their
mdness and sense of fun, together with their coucern for
our well-being, made it a joy to work for them,

Cynthia Graham Kerr

CBA9 NENS

1985 annual Conference

The anpual conference of the Council for British
Archaeology, Group 9 was held at St Cross, Oxford on 16
March 1985 and nine Soug mewbors attended. Tho theme this
yoar was ‘Doun awmong tho dead mon - the archasology of
death', a new idea. .

APter coffee we sharta& mth mee*s SO !ﬂartm Biddh,,
who dlsc,usaed cemeteries and Medleval problems of overcrowe
ding in them. Andres Pinder described two ring ditches in
Beifordshire, then Gerry Waite discussed Iron Age burials
and animals., Bob Williams showed us Bancroft Mausolewm at
Milton Keynes, and Charlie Chambers his Romano=-British
cemetery at Doreheater»ou» Thames,

‘¥e ad journed for a very geod 1unch, then dashed back
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in the snow to hear Tim Ambrose read David Kemneti®s paper
on 'The continuance of sanctity'. Clare Halpin. took:(Chris
Scull's place and talked om Radley Barrow Hills, .Brian. - .
Durham gave an interesting talk on the dig in All Saints,
Oxford with its vaults inside the church; and Angela Simco
showed churchyards and gravestones in Bedfordshire.-

After tea and biscuits we returned to hear Alan Hannan
on recent work in Northamptomshire and finished with Johm
Hedges® Ibster Chambered Tomb in the Orimeys, which was very
intriguing. After a vote of thunks from Tim Anmbrose, as =
Chairman, we left about 5.30 pm. : S EnE e

- -Cynthia Grahan Kerr

Note: We send a contingent from Soag every year to the (BAG .
conference., It is a most Informative day, and one has the .-
chience 1o neet and talk to pany well-known archaeologiste. .
All Scag nembers may go, and 1ifts can be arranged. . Please,. .
can we see more of you there next March? : S

south Hidlands Archaeclogy

This is the {itle of the latest anoual newsletter ..
(No. 15, 1985) to b2 published by CBA9, whose arca covers
Bedfordshirve, Buckinghwmshive, Northamptonshire and Orford-
shire. The 116 pagss of text provide illustrated accounis
of work corried cut during 198%, incluwding excavations,
Tielidwoxk  and work on historic buildings. There is a survey
of the '0id and wnusual in the Soag area® by Cyn Graham
Kerr, which includes such things as the Reade memorial and
‘Pruid’s Circle® at Ipeden. A copy of the newsletier has
been deposited with the Soag library. If you want to buy
your own copy, they are available from Dr R.P, Hagerty,
65 Camborne avenue, Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 JUE at £4 including
vostage and packing. S
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SHIRE PUBLICATTONS

Most of you are probably already familiar with the
Shire Archaeology series of books, and will know that the
publishers alsc produce a wide range of 1little books on
varicus aspects of archaeology, local history and rural life,
Subjects include clay pipes, old farming tools, old horse~
shoes, etc. EBach book, although sxall, is written by an
acknowledged expert in the field and is well=illustrated, and
the reader is given a good booklist should he or she wish to
study the subject in greater depth. New series which may
also be of interest to Soag members include Shire Egyptology
and Shire Ethnography.

Although many bookshops stock a range of Shire books,
it is often difficult to find the one you particularly want,
or to find a 1list of the subjects covered without writing to
the publishers., You may therefore be interested to know
that Shire run a scheme whereby they will supply coples of
their books to archasological societies at one~third off the
cost price, carriage paid, provided that the society resells
the books to its members at the full price, Soag will be
taking advantage of this scheme, so that you will now be able
to order Shire books through us at no extra cost to yourself,
and Soag's funmds will benefit as a result.

The Soag Librarian will have an up-to-date copy of the
Shire catalogue available for browsing through at evening
woetings, Please leave your orders with her, Some of the
Shire Archaeology series which may be of particular interest
Lo members (especially those involved with the work at
Newington) ave reviewed elsewhere in this Bulletin. The
complete Autumn 1985 list of Shire Archaeologies is as
follows:

ferial archasology in Britain (SA 22) by D.N. Riley, £1.95.

Ancient agricultural implements (SA 15) by Sian Rees, £1.95,
Ancient boats (SA 31) by Sean McGrail, £1,95.

Anglo-Saxon architecture (SA 18) by Mary and Nigel Kerr, £1.95,
Animal remains in archaeology (SA 33) by Rosemary Luff, £1.95.
The archaeology of gardens (SA 30) by Christopher Taylor, £1.95.
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Barrovs in England and Wales (S84 8) by Leslie Griusell, £1.95,

Bronze Age metalwork in southern Britain (SA 39) by Susan
Peame, £1.95, .

L:asties (54 35) by R. Allen Brokm, £2.50.
celtic warriors (SA 41) by W.F. and J.N.G. Ritchie, £2 50.

Deserted villages (SA 23) by Trevor Howley and John wood
£2.50.,

Early Medieval towns in Britain (SA 45) by Jeremy Haslam,
£2.50.

Fengate (SA 20) by Francis Pryor, £1.95.

rlint implements of the 0ld Stone Age (SA 2) by Peter Timms,
£1.95,

The Gods of Romen Britain (SA 34) by Miranda J. Green, £1, 95
 Greek wi.nage (sA 35) by N.K. Rutter, £1.95.

Hillforts of FEngland and Wales (SA 16) by James Dyer, £2.50.
Iatexr stone implements (SA 14) by Michael Pitts, £1.95.
Medieval fields (A 28) by David Hall, £1.95,

Medieval jewellery (SA 21) by David a. Hinton, £1, 95,

Medieval pottery in Britain (Sa 6) by Jeremy Haslam, £1.95. -
Medieval roads (Sa .26) by Brian Paul Hindle, £1.95.

Moated sites (SA 44) by David Wilson, £2.50.

Post-Medieval pottery 1650-1800 (SA 40) by Jo Draper, £1.95.

Prehistoric astronomy and ritual {SA 32) by Aubrey Bu:rl,, £1.95,

foman coinage in Britain (S 12) by Jolm Casey, £1.95

Roman crafts and indusiries (SA 24) by Alan Md! hijiz“r £1 ;95.

Roman forts in Britain (84 37) by David J. Brecze 2, £1.95,

Romon wilitary torisotoncs (SA 19) by Alastair Scc %:“l'. Andexs én,
£1.95,

Romano-British mesales (84 >5) by Peter JcMscm, £1.95,

Romané-Rritish wall peinting (‘%A 42Y by Roger ling, £2.50.
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doman roads (SA 10) by Richard ¥, Bagshawe, £2.350,

Aoman villas (SA 11) by David E, JOhnsiap, £1.95. :
Teaching amimology in schools (8A 29) by James Dyér, £1.95.
Touns in Foman Britain (SA 13) by Julian Bemnett, £1.95.
Village plans (SA 27) by Brian K. Roberts, £1.95, =

¥ood in archaeclogy (SA 17) by Maisie Taylor, £1.95, -

Janet ‘Sharpe

 NEW_BOOKS

Oxfordshire parks by the iate Frank Woodward has been pube .
lished by the Oxfordshlire Museums Service {ISBN © 901036 13 7).
Copies cost £1.95 each from the Oxford County Museum, '
Pleicher®s House, Woodstock, Oxon QX7 1SWN.

Oxfordshire is particularly rich in parklands dating
from Medieval iimes to the 18th cenfury. This booklet is a
conclse introduction to the study of parks, and includes many
examples from the comty.

Dorchester through the ages incluwdes contributions from sev-
eral authors and is published by the Oxford University Dew
partment of External Studies (ISBN 0 903736 18 7). The price
is £3, including postage and packing, and copies are available
from OUDES, Rewley House, 1 Wellington Square, Oxford X1 2JA.

The area around Dorchester-on-Thames has been inhabited
continuously for over six thousand years. Excavations and
fileldwork have provided evidence for many phases of the
development of the town, including the Roman and West Saxon
settlements and the Medieval abbey. Information has pre-
viously appeared plecemeal in many different publications;
it is now brought together in this concise and well~illuse
trated account., : .

Middleton Stoney: excavation and survey in a North Oxford-
shire parish by Sebastian Rahtz and Trevor Rowley has been

vublished by the Oxford University Department of External

>



Studies at £7 including postage and packing {ISBN O 903736

16 0), It is available frnm»OHDES,'Bewley'House,EWellingtqyg

Square, Oxford OX1 2JA.. O e
Although Middleton Stoney is not in Soag's area,

publication may be of interest to members for iwo reasons.

Firstly, it is the outcome of a long-term programme of excave
ation and landscape survey in the county, which it is hoped .
will serve as a model Tor similar projects in the future, -
Secondly, it is the final report of the annual training .-
excavations held at the site from 1970 to 1982, organised by
Trevor Rowley and the Oxford Department of External Studiss,
Middleton Stoney has yielded early Roman buildings, a 12th

century castle and its surrounding village, and landscaped

parkland. The report includes full documentary and village !
surveys, and also a discussion of the animal bones recovered,
It is an interesting blend of local history and archaeology.

Deserted villages by Trevor Rowley and John Wood has Just
been reprinted by Shire Publications as part of their Shire
Archaeology series, at £2.50 {ISBN O 85263 593 1),

This well-illustrated little book is an admirable
introduction to the study of Deserted Medieval Villages, and
cannot be recosmended too highly, Beginning with a defini-
tion of the term, the authors g0 on to discuss when and why
villages were deserted., This happened at various times and
for varying reasons: some villages were abandoned in Saxon
and Norman times, the latter often to make vay Tor a new
castle or hunting grounds., After a period of expansion, a -
series of natural disasters culminating in the Black Death -
contributed to desertion in the 13th and 14th centuries, '
Enclosure for sheep farming in the 15th century through to
Twdor times, and the creation of country parks in the 17th
and 18th centuries were other reasons. The identification .
of deserted villages in the field.and,how:archaeology'can 
help to reconstruct a picture of village life are discusséed;

Methods for discovering deserted villages and how to record:- -

them (a useful fieldwork gquestionnaire is provided) are

followed by a brief gazeteer and a useful bibliography, The

fact that this book has been reprinted within three years of
its first appearance attests to its popularity,
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dieval fields by David Hall (ISBN O 85263 599 0), NMedieval
ottery in Britain by Jeremy Haslam (ISBN O 85263 670 9) and
costeMedieval pottery 1650-1800 by Jo Draper (ISBN O 85263 .
ST %) ave Turther titles in the Shire Archasology series,
#nd cost £1.95 each. :

These three titles complement the book by Trevor Rowley .
and John Wood on Deserted villages by providing a further :
insight into different aspects of Medieval settlement. David-.
H2ll’s book on Medleval fields first describes the lay=out
ond formation of these Yield systems to facilitate their
ldentification on the ground today. The dating of field
systens is discussed, and methods for the reconstructicn of
pen-field plans are described. The origins, use and later
wodifications of Mediewval Tield systems are considered, and
w short bibvliography is given,

* The two books on Hedieval and Post-Medieval pottery
provide introductions to the poitery types archaeologishs
~an expect fo find when encavating or fieldwalking deserted
village sites. However, although they are well-illustrated
aith photographs and drawings of complete pots, their use~
rulness as icentification guides in the field is 1linmited when
one is confronted with postage-glanp sized fragments that
vould belong to either this, that or the other type. #n.
sppreclation of this problem by the authors, with perhaps
rore emphasis on fabrice, temper, glaze, etc. as opposed to
Yorm, would have resulted in more useful books. Nevertheless,
woth provide interesting accounts of the manufacture of
pottery and the diversity of types produced in Britain,
Jeremy Haslam’s book comcentrates on the types of Medieval
pottery produced in two areas, Oxford and London, and so is
of particular interest. o '

Medieval villages edited by Della Hooke forms Monograph No.
5 of the Uxford University Committee for Archaeology (1sEN
0 947816 05-4). It is available from Oxbow Books, 10 St
bross Road, Oxford OX1 3TU at £19.50,

The 16 papers in this monograph were presented at a
conference in Oxford in 1982, and provide a ma jor review of
current work on the origins and development of the Medieval.

~ village. ‘Some of the papers consider the different sources:

T evidence, some deal with more specific aspects of settle-
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ment such as the church and Medleval estates, and others ex~
plore village development in diffemnt mgiam. So&g memh«em
involved with the work at Hewington may be interested to lmow-
that C, James Bond (who spoke o us on DMVe at an evening
meeting last year) of the Woodstock Museum has contributed al
paper entitled 'Medisval Oxfordshire vil lages and their
topogra.phy» a preliminary discussion®.

Barns of mml Britain by Graham Hughes, published by A, and -
C. Black for the Herbert Press, costs £12.95. ' :

" Members involved in the Scag barn survey may especially
l.ike to know aboul this bock., The author describes how bams
were used, how they wers built and how they may be restored,
He also atiempts to show how they may be dated, although there
is no really precise method and some beams were probably rew
used several times, The book is well~illustrated, and in-
cludes a gazeteer of notable specimena.

Iron Age agriculture mviewed by Peter He;malds has been pub-
lished by CBA1Z {Council for British Archaeology, Wessex) and
is avallable from Ms Clare Conybeare, ¢/o Salisbury and South
Wiltshire Museum, The King’s House, 65 The Close, Salisbury,
Wiltshive SP1 2EN, price 75p + 25p postage (please make
cheques payable to CBAIZ). (ISBN 0 951062 10 7.)

This publication forms the text of a lecture delivered
by Dr Peter Reynolds, Director of the Butser Ancient Farm
Project Trust, on 22 July 1983 as the first Wessex Lecture
organised by CBAlZ. This lecture pm:tdes a concise survey
of the remarkable resulis of 12 years® work at Butser, and
forms an excellent review of "the state of the art' for anyw
one interested in -early farming and economy. Soags who visi-
ted Butser this summer may be especmlly interested to read
Peter's accoum. :

Denstury: anatomy of an Iron ge hillfort by Barry bunlli‘.'ffet';”

Those of you who went on the Soag Uutmg to Danebury
this summer may like to know that Professor Cunliffe has ,
written a book about the site. Excavations began in 1969 and
this book is in effect a sumwary of the resulis of 14 years
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o archaeoclogical investigations, After introductory chapters
on the current interpretation of British hillforts and the ‘
methods used during the excavations, Professor Cunliffe cone
siders Danebury in relation to the geography and archaeology
of Wesgex, and then goes on to describe the main phases in the
development of the hillfort from its beginnings around 550 BC
to its final destruction about 100 BC. Subsequent chapters
consider different aspects of the lives of the people living
at Danebury: defence and warfare, buildings, agriculture,
crafts and trade, social organisation and religious beliefs,
Finally, Danebury®s fate after the Roman invasion and during
Hedieval and later times is described. In offering a compre-
hensive picture of Iron Age society and econony, Professor
Cunliffe attempts to demonstrate what modermn archaeoclogical
technigues can achieve,

dnvitation %o archaeology by Philip Rahtz was published by
Blaciorell earlier this yoar (ISEN O 631141 07 3). The
paperback costs £4.9%5, _

, Philip Rahtz is one of the indomitable characters of
Eritish archaeology, whose name ism perhaps besi associated
#ith the Rescue movement on the 1970s. This is very much a
personal book, based on the authorts experiences and observae
tions over a periocd of more than 30 years, and is intended
For the reader who wants to find out what archaeology is really
all about. The function and funding of archaeology, the per-
sonalities involved in it, and its principles and practices:
all these aspects are described with plenty of anecdotes and
humour. This book has had some excellent reviews and with its
annotated guide to further reading it should prove to be both
useful and at the same time eminently readable,

Helping the stones to speak by Moya Feehally is published by
the Society for the Interpretstion of Britain's Heritage
(ISBN O 948088 02 8). It costs £1.75 + 22p postage and
packing and is available from SIBH, 4 Holmewood Close,
Kenilworth, Warwickshire CV8 2JE.

This booklet is the first of a series of advisory
guides published by the SIBH, and concerns the interpretation
of "historic churches. ai
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NOTES AND NEWS

New museunm zt Tidmarsh Forge

A brand new museum on the art of the blacksmith has
been established next to the forge at Tidmarsh. The owners
of Tidmarsh Forge, Peter and Basil Elliot, decided to form
the museur after uncovering various artefacts while renovae-
ting part of the 400 year old building., These included
numercus old horseshoes (of course), clay pipes and coins,
and started the owners on a quest for further information,
They have now amassed a range of exhibits, including tools,
documents and old photographs, which illustrate the life of
the blacksmith from very early times to the present. The
Elliots (tel. Pangbourne 3845) would be most interested to
hear from anyone who could contribute to the museum, or
provide them with more information on previous blacksmiths
at Tidmarsh Forge. (Midweek Chronicle, 7 June 1985.)

Blake®s Lock Museun

A Victorian pump house beside the River Kennet off
Kenavon Drive in Reading has been transformed into a museum
exhibiting items from the town's waterways, trades and
industries from around 1850 to the 1920s., Officially opened
at the end of June, Blake's Lock Museum is open to the
public on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 10.00 am to
5.00 pm, and on Saturdays and Sundays from 2.,00-5,00 pm.
{Heading Standard, & July 1985.)

Postscript to Bisham knights and ladies

On a visit to North Yorkshire I was told that there is
a tradition that Shakespeare based his Malvolio on Sir Thomas
Posthumous Hoby. This is an intriguing thought: Malvolio the
Puritan, according to Maria (Twelfth Night, Act II, Scene iii),
who sought to marry an heiress, and Sir Thomas the landless
younger son with the reputation of being a bigotted Protes-
tant, who actually did marry the heiress, How would Shake~
speare have heard of him? Well, his maternal aunt was the
mother of Francis Bacon so there was probably plenty of talk
about it in literary circles. To cautious archacologists
this is no proof, but it is a fascinating speculation.
(Mol1y Casey)
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#itor's note: The title of this item by Molly Casey refers
Lo the Soag outing to Bisham on 12 June 1982, A portrait of
the ill-reputed Lady Hoby hangs in the hall of Bisham Abbey
and her ghost is said to appear in the Elizabethan doom
there. Monuments to various members of the Hoby family are
to be found in Bisham church. : : ;

Soag lecturers

At least tlwee Soag members are giving evening classes
during the 1985-86 academic year., Joe Peachey has started
Part I of his 20~week course on The Medieval town: its histo
and archaeology at Pangbourne Junior School, Fart. 1 studies
the development of English towns from ¢ 450~1550 AD and Part

II, which will start on 13 January 1986, will concentrate
more on urban archaeology and documentary evidence.

Steve Ford, together with R, Taylor, will give a ten=-
week course on Archaeology: the prehistory of Berkshire at
Goring Primary School, commencing 9 January 1986, This
course will outline British prehistory with reference to local
finds and slides of local sites.

A six~week course entitled Cave painting to com uter
by John Westwood is scheduled to start on 19 November at
Goring Primary School. This course studies the development
of lettering through written languages, inscriptions, calli-
graphy and printing. Topics covered include. the evolution
of phonetic characters, classical foman inscriptions, early
Christian books, illuminated manuscripts and the invention of
printing through to William Morris and communications today.
Ihis course is an expansion of .the talk he gave to Soag on
22 May 1985 on the dating of lettering. o

The British Museum Society
At a meeting on Tue:

» sday 15 October 1985 the Society
discussed its name and ‘membership. Were members *academics®,
and 1if not, what? It was suggested by the Trustees and the
Council that a better name would be *Friends of the British
Museum® - but this was a more ancient name which had been
absorbed by the National Arts Collection Fund. Eventually,
with more than the necessary two-thirds majority, it was
decided to keep the title British Museum Society, :
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The object of the Society is to give friendly support
by money and service to the greatest archaeclogical institue
tion in the world, Members receive a bulletin three times
a year, may attend lectures, have opportunities to visit
places of interest at home and abroad, have a 10% discount
on exhibition catalogues and exemption from admission charges
to paying exhibitions. In addition, there is a very pleasant
members' room, open from 10,00 am to 5.00 pm on Mondays to
Fridays, and later on lecture and special event nights. All
this for a mere £12 per year. It is very well worth it, and
I will be very pleased to support any application for
membership. (Adam Graham Kerr)

Clay pipe socisty

Readers who were interested in the article about the
clay pipe from Newington (this issue, p.12) may like to know
that the Society for (lay Pipe Research was founded last
year. It publishes a quarterly Newsletter and the annual
subscription is £3.50, Information about membership (and a
sample copy of the Newsletter) can be obtained from Mrs
Philomena Jackson, 13 Sommerville Road, Bishopston, Bristol
BS7 9AD. (CBA Newsletter 1985, 9(1): 10,)

Rewexcavation of Maiden Castle

One of the most impressive earthworks in the south of
Britain, the Iron Age hillfort of Maiden Castle in Dorset,
is to be re-excavated on behalf of the Historic Buildings
and Monuments Commission for fngland (English Heritage) by
the Trust for Wessex Archaeology. This site was originally
excavated by Sir Mortimer Wheeler in the 1920s. The new
excavations will consist of four phases, Firstly, Wheeler's
old trenches will be re-examined to establish the ecological
sequence on the hilltop from earliest times. Secondly, the
east entrance will be re~excavated to complete Wheeler's
excavation of the so-called 'war cemetery' and to investigate
the suggestion that the hillfort may have been refortified
in late Roman times. Thirdly, a new trench will be opened
in an area of deep stratification in the interior in an
attempt to relate the cultural sequence to that of the de-
fences. Fourthly, an extensive survey programme will be
undertaken., The first season of excavations began on
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- July this year, and will reach their climax to. coincide
with the World Archaeological Congress to be held in . .
Southampton in September 1986, The excavation is open to
the public, and guided tours . are available daily. (Current
Archaeology 1985, 9(1): 4.) - ' o

Avebury'entggpﬁises

" The ex=-curator of the Avebury Museum, Mike Pitts, has ©
recently started two new business ventures which should be ' -
of interest to visitors. 'With his wife Hilary he has opened’
the Stones Restaurant, said to produce simple but excellent
fare, and Stones Print.” In addition to some exquisite and
atmospheric colour posteards of Avebury, he has produced a
65-page introduction to Avebury and its neighbouring monu-
ments (Silbury Hill and the West Kennet long barrow in
prarticular), entitled Footprints through Avebury. This
publication includes some snpsrb colour illustrations, and
costs £1.95. look out for Stones the next time you visit
Avebury. ((BA Newsletter 1985, 9(5);;@3;)

Martin Biddle on Winchester

Hembers who enjoyed Professor Biddle's talk about his’
vork at St Albans during the Soag AGH this year may be ‘
interested to know {lat the toxt of another of ‘his lectures,
this time on Winchester, hes rzcently been published by the
British Acedemy. This iecture was deliverad as the Albert
feckitt Archasological Trust Iceture in 1983, and contains a
considerable amount of information on the development of the
British town as exemplified Ly Winchester, The study of
Winchester: archacolozy and history in a Brifish town, 1961
1983 by Martin biddie is published by the British Academy as
an offprint from its Proceedings at £2.90. (CBA Newsletter
1985, 9(6): .52.) e T




SUOAG ACCOUNTS FOR THi YEAR sNDING 28 FEBRUARY 1985

PAYMENTS

Lectures

April 5.00

May 7.00

September 7.00

November 5.00

December 5.00 29.00

Subs & Affiliations

Ilangtree A.E, 20,00

¢/ Arch, 5.00

Oxf. Hist., Soc. 8.00

CBA9 5.00

Butser 2.50 50.50

Newington Dig Donations

Lithgow 1.00

Lynne 5.00 6.00
neses

President's 73.86

Secretary's .

Hon., Treas, <13

Balances 1985

Current Ac. 90.65

Deposit Ac. 56.99

Cash 2.70 150,34

310.72

RECEIPTS
Subscriptions 117.25
D/A interest 3.49
New Year Party 1985 v
Tickets 19.00
Door 45,50
Draw 7.10

71.60
Drinks 27.52
Bread .70
Book token 8.00

36.22 35.38

Donations (Newington)

Lynne 5.00
Lithgow 1.00
Balances 1984
Current Ac. 92,27
Deposit Ac. 53.50
Gash 2.83 148.60
310.72
J.A. Wilson

Hon, Treasurer
26 March 1985




G&mml Inforration

hm President: Poda E‘mie-y Ma, Phi, 84

President: HNrs | wimﬁ ¥ ramm Raro.
The Thatched Cot bage, %ihﬁ,ch‘zmh Hiid
. Tel. Pangbouine 2901 -

Secretary:  Miss Eilesbeth Montgorery
Cackley Lodge, Cookley Gireen
Tel. Nettlcbed 54143

Ireasurer: Mr Halcoln Todd
) | "3 vers Bud, Rivacres, Whitchurch Nill
?dzxgbmam } ;»2&3 .

‘6»'3(*

Bulletin Biitor:s Hrs u&ﬁ?“} Snarpe
”*? %m‘in: noad Pangbmmm
el, Pangboorns 02

Idbrarian: HMps Ann Hitchuan
5 Bac Tithe, Whitchurch Hill
Tel. B mg‘*}mzma L2775

drrual Subscriptions {due 1 Barch): Ioa m‘i dual £1. ;v» o

- : : Family (2 permons) £2,50
. Junior {under 18) £0.50
Plesss make chegues pavablie Lo the ‘Sm* ch Omfordstive
Archasological Group

Publications: Mewmbere receive the Scag Aulletin snmuwally
coeanm . bod the Soag Messenger which 1s a ma?‘u:;hly
. - BEwshest

Maet

E 2

feld monthly on o Wednesday at Iasngiree School,
Raadmm at 7.55 for 8,00 Pm, Trow Seplember to
tay (ses mesberstip card for detzils)
Excursions are arranged ia the susmer

% .



