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PR1DWT 

It is getting quite difficult to find another way of 
expressing what excellent progress an impact S oag is making. 
There has been a steady improvement both in the number of 
new members and in the amount of work achieved. 

We gained 37 members last year, bringing our total up 
to 130. These people brought new skills and talents, and we 
now have a sound core of workers with an ever-increasing 
range of interests I am most grateful and happy to have the 
support of such a groups it e really encouraging, especially 
when new members decide to stay with us. 

Fieldwork 
Work has centred on the Medieval settlement at 

Newington, and an interim report is presented elsewhere in 
this Bulletin. 

Meetings 

We started the year on 14 April 1984 with Nick Barton 
telling us about the Mesolithic site at Hengistbury (where I 
had worked with him), and Andrew Selkirk regaled us on 18 
May- with some high spots fro* Current Archaeology. 

To start the new autumn season on 20 September, we had 
James Bond from W oodstock Museum speaking on Deserted Medi- 
eval Villages, which was very interesting with regard to our 
work at Newington. There was nearly a disaster on 25 October 
when our speaker failed to turn up, but Chris Maltin quickly 
stepped into the void and gave us a fascinating tapromtu talk 
on the construction of Newington Rouse and answered our 
numerous questions. He certainly deserved his vote of 
thanks David Miles arived safely on 16 November to explain 
the dig at Clayden Pike, and he was followed by Clare Halpin 
on 1k December talking about Radley Barrow Hills. 

On 8 February 1985, despite the weather, 20 members 
(including two new ones), were áble to get to the Training 
Erening. Sessions on pot washing and grid references were 
followed by a lively discussion and a talk from Malcolm 
Todd. on using the prismatic compass as an aid to field sur- 
veying. Record cardS were then explained and an example 



shown, aM we finished with slides by Gareth Thomas on vari- 
ous aspects of digging. Meiabers said they had enjoyed the 
evening and felt they had leáxnt something. 

Viaita 
.. 

Clare Halpin's talk in December was specially arranged 
to fòlIo* on our 16 June 198k outing when 22 members visited the Radl.ey Barrow. Hills site itse1f where shé took us ail 
round explaining the features. After lunch we. visited 
Abindon and máde a tour of the town, seeing aöst:öf the 
priory buildings, iuseu and church, and soma of the housas. 
The meeting on 21 July us hild next to the cupola on the . 

roof cf Athiown Houo near L.bourne, with 20 mbei ari. 
five v1s1tÒ2 pront. We visited the Ashdown estate and 
also Íd's cstie nearby earthwork,. 

ThQ uurival Partj was held on 6 Januy :1985 and was 
attedeL. y . 4:5 eci.e the saine number as the previous year, 
It we h)1 as uau:' 

. .1 In the Black anti Gold Rocn at the 
Oratory 5coøl, de ;er pieae. that Mrs 3now, the Read trei3 '-íe a:bie to sein us. 1e found evry h5 1ï pprd and airbs hro'ibt cifle eIencU1. 
art7 

. -I3 p:dze, Tì CQ1pCitiOl ae . ngi . 
y J'-' fj . 

' r4d aa on by Pat Prtor ': th to' a:L 4ay Porctva1 who e1n o show our appriaicn tit t the cìi letter of tha±o he ben 

at Oxford. were attønd.ed 1: mbers in 1984, 
Three ieriters attended. a coures on country houses on 2 Iarch, 
On 1L April four of us learnt all about flints and ended up 
doing some flint knapping with Nick Brton (see report in Sog Bulletin No.4),'p.8) Another course was hs].d at Laine 
Barn, near Wantage, on 19 May on the subject of farm buil- 
dings. Seven of us attended this,, and we all enj,. a 
splendid lunch in the cihed '(seé z'eport in Soag Bulletin 
No. p.8). 

' 

Soag member Joe Peachey ran an autumn evening class at 
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.uigbourne about the Angloaxons, and there were about a 
:ozeú of us attending this. 

The main conference of the year, the ACM of the Coúncil 
for British Archaeology Group 9, was held in Oxford on 24 
March (see report in. Soag Bulletin No. 40, p,.8). Twelve 
Soags attended this, and we heard reports of work from Buck- 
inghamE hi re, Bedfoixishire, 0xfodzhire and Northamptonshire. 
All of you are eligible to attend this stimulating annual 
conference, but places have to be booked in advance. Eight 
members also attended a Resoné symposium at St Cross, Oxford 
on 16 Feuary 1985. 

Publications 

I would like to make a special mention of the 1984 
issue of the as this was produced entirely by 
one member Derek Humphries - and printed by a friend. It 
took Derek many lato nights at the word-processor, and you 
will have noticed what a difference good quality paper, equal 
argins and varying type faces make Our thanks are also due 

to the authors, without whose contributions there would be no 
Bulletin Please keep writing the Editor is glad to re- 
ceive items at any time. 

The ssenor continues to be a hard-working leaflet 
'which merits our thanks for its existence to Anthony and 
Alleen Booth, and especially their daughter Vanessa who, 
though not a Soag herself, unfailingly does all the typing 
for it. 

The Constitution 

During its 16 years of existence Soag has, on occasion, 
considered having a written Constitution and. the Committee 
now feel it is time we did so. It will show that we are a 
well-established society, and. by giving us status it may help 
us when applying for grants, etc. The proposed Constitution, 
which has been discussed, prepared and amended by the 
Committee, was put before. members at the ACM for comments 
and 'approval. 

The binding of our book of Eminent Friends has been 
completed by John %estwood, with SOAG in gold. embroidery by 

, and Margaret Weatwood presented it to us on 26 October 
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at the Committee meetings Our thanks go to John for a hand- 
some book in which to record visiting VIPs. 

Please may I make an appeal for tote1etente 
with enquiries about fieldwork, etc., rather than the :other 
way round? Last year I made about 500 calls in connection 
with Soag, and rnost of these were reminders. 

Finally, I would like to thank the Committee, especial- 
ly Alan Wilson who has been Theasurer for so long and is 
retiring at the 1985 AGN, likewise Vivienne Hodges who has 
been an excellent secretary, and Gareth Thomas who has served 
for several years and is also retiring. 

Thank you all for your continuing support. 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 

SUMMER OirnNGS 1985 

edition to Butser Ancient Fare 

The summer expedition on 15 June was to Butser Ancient 
Fare near Petersfield, with 12 members and their families 
making us 24 altogether. We were met by the Director, Dr 
Peter Reynolds and his new assistant, Alex. Greetings were 
exchanged (Peter is an old friend of Soag's) and coffee sug- 
gested, when Peter signed our book of Eminent ?riend.s. We 
then walkd to the Demonstration Site, where Peter explained 
everything in greater detail than he ';ould to ordinary vizi.- 
tore - the grain store, the Pinpetme Housé, the ditches, the 
crops inciLding peas, beans and hemp, and he various animals. 

We ate cnr lunch sitting in' the herb garden, and after 
lunch people wandered round as they pleased until they re- 
turned home As Peter had not charged us any entry fee we 
al]. felt we should make a collection for Butser, so the 
Treasurer did his rounds and presented Peter with £22 from 
Soag, which gave him a very pleasant surprise. 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 
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In spite of the generally miserable weather of! umier 
1985, +O Soags and visitors were blessed with a clear and 
sunny day for our trip to Danebuiry on Saturday 10 August. We 
ail gathered in the car park to meet Nr Allen, curator from 
Andover Museum, who kindly arranged to show us around the 
site and to tell us about its history. 

This Iron Age fort, near Stockbridge in Hampshire, has 
been excavated by Professor Barry Cunliffe over the last 1k 
years. The fort covering 5.4 hectares was first occupied in 
the 5th century BC, when it had a simple 'box' rampart and 
limited occupation. Around OO BC the interior of the fort 
was totally reorganised on new lines, and. rectangular timber 
houses measuring 3 by 3.5 metres were built in a pattern 
whith can be explained only as deliberate planning. A comp- 
lex and. impressive double gateway was erected, which also 
suggests some major control over the fort. This authority 
remained, for the houses were often rebuilt and. remained on 
their old alignments, and the ditches were cleaned out regu- 
larly. This situation lasted until about 100 BC when the 
entrance was rebuilt in a complicated way, perhaps because of 
military threat. Shortly afterwards the whole fort was aban.. 
doned, The final phase was on the eve of the Roman invasion 
when the fort was repaired and given a new outer rampart and 
wide ditch. There was no permanent occupation, anti presum- 
ably it was taken over by the Roman army. 

Walking around the outer rampart wall, it interes- 
ting to see first the tents and caravans and then the 
archaeologists and students excavating the site. Although 
only in the first week of this year's dig, they were very 
well organised and it was most interesting to watch them at 
work, 

In al]. it was a very enjoyable afternoon, and we would 
like to thank Mr Allen for his excellent talk and for giving 
up his time to make this such an interesting trip. 

Ann Hitcbman 
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Fron March 19&4' to March 1985 we spent 31 days wórking 
on the dig, four days doing odd jobs about the estate and 
ten days working in the Pot Roca at Newington Mouse washing 
and aarldxag the results of the fleidwalking progrw&e tri 
Great BOErling Field We worked all day Tuesdays right 
through the bnd weather, and the f elcbralking took a day' or two each week fiort 7 October to 13 Noveaber. e were back 
pot washing on 22 January, as soon as the snow went sufficien 
tly for us to get there. Na1co1 Todd deserves a special 
thank you for doing rost of the car rung. Work has con- 
tinued. through 1985.. 

Excavation in Park Field 

Exanination of the trial trench dug by the Sealed Knot 
was completed by June, and the sain trench was opened an 26 
June (see repert in SBu1letin No. pp.11-12). The 
7 by 2 trench was soon enlarged as we hegen to find what 
appeared to be a courtyax.t with a possible boas slot at the 

end. and a working area that yielded a splendid Madieval 
horseshoe and a large key in addition to numerous sherds, 
nails, bones, etc The dry weather meant that we had to 
carry water up from the river to wet the surface before we 
could dig. We made a happy team of workers and numbers rose 
to 21 one day with six to ten average, and a total of la 
peopie attending during the season 

The open trench was covered with plastic to protect it 
during the winter, bui after the thaw it became very wet In May 1985 the site was cleaned and the grass was cut for an 
Open Day at the House, but from then until the middle of July 
the trench 1ocked more like a pond, with -6 inches of stan- 
ding water and a motley coliectìöñ of water beetles, water 
boatmen and mosquito larvae As soon as Cyn left to dig hr 
Frenos (in desperatIon?) the trench dried out sufficiently 
to be tidied up and weeded (using planks as the clay was still 
soft). Loose pegs and strings were replaced, and a planned. 
extension marked out and deterred. During the summer of 1985 
the trench was extended by a strip 2 m wide by 5 m long, 
which has now been trowelled down to the top at the court- 
yard level. 



Work is pr greasing satisfactorily and the courtyaxd 
:455 n been eçpoeed over iost of the trenchs In addition, 
we essi to have the remains of wall. foundations, marked by 
tumbles of limestone. There could be a whole series of tuil-. 
ftings represented, and. we may have some post holes and. other 
features appearg. That metalworking was carried out on the 
site is suggested by numerous pieces of slag and ironwork, 
and Medieval poteheids are common. Detailed site recons are 
being kept, and plan ánd section drawings have been made 

ieldwalkin&in Great Bowling Field 

This field lies on the other side of the road from 
Newington Rouse and in autumn 1984, with the faraers per-. 
mission, we spent some tiwe making an intensive survey of the 
area which a preliminary investigation had shown to contain 
a quantity of Medieval remains. 

Taking a. datum point at the N end, we laid out a grid 
ff 512 10 * squares ch spiare was then walked carefully 
and ail finds hagged and numbered. This was a major achieve- 

ant and involved uite a number of members I would especi- 
ally like to thank Derek Humphriez f o:r his han iork in set- 
ting up the grid, which involved walking many ailes to and 
f ro during the aurvey. The weight of finds to be carried 
back to the Rouse was considerable, and the washing and. mar- 
king of these in the. Pot Room occupied all had-weather Tues- 
days until we were able to start work on the dig again. 

A preliminary analysis of, the finds into pottery types, 
building material, etc., suggests the presence of somé Medi- 
eval crafts, represented by clusters of pottery where house- 
hold rebbish had. been spread, on the surrounding land, along. 
the. S sIde of the ridge which crosses the field. Further S 
towanis the field gate the pottery was mostly 18th century 
or later, and there was less of it We plan to extend the 
area of fielâwaiking to the N in the 1985-86 season, to see 
f evidence for Medieval settlement extends in this direction. 

Th pot Room 

We have been most thankful for 
Newixtou Rouse, as it has enabled us 
Ùzring bad. weather and a vast aaount 

B 

this facility at 
to work every Tuesday 
of work has been done 



cm the finth3 fron Great Bowling Field These have now been 
washed, parked. ath sorted, The *etai items have been reioved 
for David Riohards ('our ietal expert) to look at, aM the 
bones have also been reoved for Janet Sharp. (our bones ez- 
pert) to work through. The pottery has been identified as 
far as pose ibis, and the results bave 'been tabulated sM 
checked, Several members have assisted in this work, and we 
all feel we have learnt a great deal and, now feel competent 
to handle pore important finds from the dig. 

The room iteeff, whict is in the annex, has been 
stripped of cracked plaster aM the intcir otrip' . down 
to baro' :ced, This eceuied some tirs in th intor, but 'the 
diseovry of a rottsn hn at eil1n lcvel has he:Ld up the 
work and we t be pztient d wait for this to be repaired. 
Chris Haiti» hs& many cth3r technical eM financial difficui 
ties to ovo& hf ere this can be deno, eanwhilo we aro 
still able to nee th room, 'bieh hs olactricity, a sink 
with hot ai cold watr and a roering log fire in cold. weather, 
Ho have the use of sterago cupboards for our ipnert, and 
shelves in th tack roen for storing bes of finds, We 
also able ,to boitc tools as requirsd. 

Cyn wotüÈi like to thank those stalwarts who turn up so 
regulaxly arid wiliiniy, and no less tbcse who can only came 
occasionally because of other commitricnts New helpers are 
always welcome we are at New ington every Tuesday from about 
10.30 am to 5.00 p, so please come along if you can. 

We shall have a small display conosrning our work at 
Newington at the New Year Party on k January 1986, 

Cynthia Grtham Kerr 

R)G1IRIM DATING AT ThM INGTON 

In the èarly 1970e Dr Max Hooper of the MonJe Wood 
bcperimenta]. Státlon in }{untingLlon published the results of 
his studies On hedges, and concluded that the most important 
factor governing the number of species of shrnbs growing in 
a hedge is its age Numerous surveys of hedges dated from 
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euretary - evidenc thowed that a hedge wnially gains ie, 
¿qlecieß ahrtb for every 100 years ±thaa been in existence. 
This i obvlou&Ly not a bard. and. fast ,u1e and variations do 
occur. .Hofevez, the forzaula appears to work sufficiently 
weil to provide a useful extra tool landoape archaeology,. 
so long it Is treated with caution and not as an iutab1e 
universal law. 

The standai1 procedure for hedgerow dating is to count 
the nunber of species in a 30 yard. stretch of hedge . As zany 
30 yard lengths as posai ble ahcu]ii be recorded, and an average 
count taken It in portant to avoid atypical parta f the 
hedge, such as near gateways or where it adjoins woodland. 
Cily established shrubs and trees are counted seedlings, 
climbers (incinding ivy) and herbs are excluded. if possible, 
some of the hedges in the study area should. be dated from 
documents to show if the nethod is valid for that area (soute 
18th century hedges were p]anted with several species and so 
give counts showing them to be alder than they are). Hedges 
which are relics of old. woodland., perhaps left after essarta 
or clearings were cut, are characterleed by woodland species 
today, especially dogs mercuxy, bluebell and wood anemone. 
Field maple and spindle are usually associated, with hedges 
that are at least f400 and 600 yearn old respectiv4y. 

Hedgerow dating has been attempted at Newington to 
complement the excavation and fleidwalking of the ?kudievai 
settlement, and. the preliminary results are encouraging. Sx 
30 yard lengths of the hedge f oiing the B boundary of Part 
Field (running up from the pond opposite the gate of the 
wailed garden at Newington House) gave an averag, of five 
species (range '4.5) which included, field maple (>'400 years), 
This hedge may therefore be about 500 years old or 15th 
century in origin. 

Hedge counts for the old orchard (now used an a car 
park) opposite Newington House varied, but none appeared to 
be less than 500 yeärs old. This aiea shows signe of ridge 
and furrow The roadside hedge between the entrmnce N to 
the camet ëxy boundary is somewhat lss than 30 yards long 
but nevertheless gave a total of nine species including 
spiúdle (>600 ears) Because this stretch is atypical it 
would seem rash to label it 11th century, but the presence 
of spiñdle suggests it is at least 600 years old (lLfth 
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century) Two stretches of th roádsìie bed. ge S of the 
orchard entrance bcth yielded six speciee, alzo suggesting a 
14'th century date, The N boundary of the orchard against 
the cemetery contained seven species, again including 
spindle (13th century?), and the S boundary ha4 five species 
(15th century?). 

The results of the species counts of the roadside hedge of Great Bowling Field, S of the orchard, were rost interes- 
ting. Three consequetivo 30 yard lengths were counted on the 
field side of the ed, cowmencing 30 paces N of the gate. 
The firet stretch had only two species, the second stretch 
had. four and. the third stretch had. no less than nine, This 
suggested that the N end of this hedge is considerably older 
than the S end. The situation was clarified by reference to 
a c.1830 map which showed an old field boundary turning into 
the field at approximately the point between the second and 
third lengths of hedge counted. This demonstrates the 
validity of the methods at a cursory glance the roadside 
hedge of Great Bowling Field looks the saine ail along, The 
species count shows clearly that the N end is considerably 
older, and that the point at which the change takes place 
corresponds to the end of an old boundary which has now beet 
coinpletely destroyed. 

More hedges wifl be examined at Newington in the 
future, and when the survey is completed it may help to show 
how the present-day field system has developed and approxi- 
mately when the field boundaries were established. Alrad.y 
it suggests that many of the hedges were in existence In the 
15th century, and that some may be considerably older, 

Hooper, M.D., 1971. Hedges and local history. pp.6-13. In 
Standing Conference for Local History, ! sand local 
history. ationa1 Council of Social Services, London. 

Pollard, E., Hooper,M,D. and Moore, LW., 19$. Hedges. 
Collins, London. (New Naturalist Series.) 

Janet Shaxl,e 
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A UMY PIPiO FiOk NI1GTON 

A clay pipe s fotzud rn the River There behind 
Nerington House by obort Hartwell during an.exp1oratory:. 
dive on 13 August 1985. The pipe has a fairly..1arge.bowI: 
with thin walls, and. a cotmoui type of spur with the initiále 
SC on it. It was triade about 1800. 

1 
's 

's 

frtL.I IJt'. JI-- 

Paul J. Brewer 

ìttor1s note t Soag would like to hear from other tnernbers 
who have fouiid clay pipes within our area, and would: welcome 

any unwanted specimens for its reference collection.: Since 
the ianufacture of the first tiny ?fairye pipes in .th late 

16th century after the introduction of tobacco from America, 
clay pipes have followed a fairly regular typology a&may 
be ro'ughly dated, often to within a decade or two, frthe 
size end shape of the bowi the shapa of the foot or spux, 
type of decoi'ation, the diameter of the stam bore, etc, Marry 

carry the names, t ieris or, ìost ccn1y, the initials 
of the maiw.facturer (which are z4 from left to right with 
the upright bowl pointiw aay from cite). The initials SC or 

the exanpie here ray refer to Samuel thick, 1721, of Bristol 

or Samual Carter, 1832, of London (. Oswald, 1960, The 
archaeology and oconoic history of gìish clay tobacco 
pipes, Journalo haeoloica1AsaDciation, 3rd series, 

LFOiO2) . They are therefore very inportant date 
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indieator tn pot44ed.ievai e'pit and hn the nanufac- 
turer can be identified, can stetiee indicate paitern of 
trade and tietributioi. Mellibers who are already pipe enthus- 
lasts ay be intorested in the Society for Clay Pipe 
Research see Notes and News section for further inforaatlon. 

jY IEE . 

Well, it wasn't really like that. Pat Preece and I 
had wanted to visit canterbury cathedral s archives for a 
while, to find. out wlt we could of the manor of Newington, 
and as neither of us had viaited this aicient city it seemed 
a go idea to combine a little work with a little play. 

As far as the research was concemed we knew from 
Nargaret Gelling's i?.r1yçhartersof Oxfoishire (p.141) that 
Queen Aelfigu, mother of King Iward, gave land at Niwantune 
(Newington) to the monks of Chrisbchurch, Canterbury in 997. 
She a'prently acquired this land from her loaxi King Cnut 
when the thegn Aeifric forfeited it to the Crn, Later 
Cnut appears to have confiraed this grant as fosterlend on 
behalf of the souls of both of them (Ibid., pp.l82-183 (No. 
xcvi), IC 965). 

Having corresponded with the archivist we learned that 
there were some 4O court rolls dating from around 1:380 to 
1500, and also some other material In a. box, 

So let autumn (198L4') we booked in at the Cathedral Cate 
Hotel and decided to have two whole days poring over docu- 
ments and spending any spare time seeing as much of Canter- 
bury as we could, 

We duly arrived on a Monday evening to find our 
accommodation was as close to our place of work as we could 
get. It was, In fact, joined on to the great main entrance, 
the Burgate, and had oncebsen one of the many hosi,ices for 
pilgrims. Ineed, the whole area of the Butter Market con- 
tained bui1digs that had once rovi4.ed shelter and rest for 
these tra'vellcrs Not just a few but literally hundreds 
stayed i n huge d.ortdtories prpvided by the monks W hat could 
have been better? Our rooms overlooked the Cathedral 
Precinct and at night our windows were fIlled with the 
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:1o(xllit trace:y of Great Beil Hary Tower soaring up 235 
feet This was designe1 by the ftous archîtct of the 
T4orkiitgs..Renrij VII aMReizy YIII John Waitei1 arøuid 
15o14. The . 

: . 

need for u to use . our watches iuch for 
the h ci .ock..v'er the entrance . chimed hour1y 

Next day 'we presented oure1ves at the Cathedral 
rchive in the cloitera, aM set to wori on the court 

rolle. In the six hom we had ve woioed as hard as porsible; 
hOwever% were in hockîrg con1ît1on and soie in alwost 
tnreadable hand isritig. e plcck1. cn dashing out for a 
quick ntheich dur th ctircr hour asid then off to &ee 
what we cot1 of Canterbury bfóre raturnìng to our work.. By 
c1osin tIne e had copeJ with several of the rolls but h 
not txiigled with th rnoM il) eib) e ones , prefring to 
speM tìie on thoir ihch ould yield us a iucth infonatión 
as poable for .toorroi tbcr wae the rateriai in the box 
tç ook.a Utr apdccup.of : tea w r&zthd offon a 
bitterly told, groy enin to oxplore St Augustin Ab1xy 
befoi a Sb:OeClOck. Then away to se if we 
could get .irto $t tìn church which hui many 1oa 
rïcks 

r . . 

its wil& la we were too late So the rt 
of t;e evening was spcn iking around the city streets 
a1r1ng the: wealth of cont.. buThiln. 

text day we evei tanged to fit in a little sight 
seeing betwen the end of rkfast.an& the beginning of a 
second days .wo'k on the archives This aa to prove 
fzwtthii, for the ho. .xked 1 wingtQn. turned out to be 
filled with all narncr cf papers rélating to the parish of 
Newington. in ltcn, which was also hÏdbyChristohurch. 
After ehtitting the lid we decided that the x'sainder cf the 
court rólis ieéded vore thän the three hours: löft for work 
that day because of their comdition and we opted to spend 
the rest of the tise &eeing iore of Canterbury 

Quickly over to the 1Tain entrance and joined a. 
conducted totir Of the . Cathedral, then a quiók snack and away 
on aondiitetour&the city which lasted. twO and a half 
hours. This incltzded a an site with a tessellated pavé-. 
ìent, Queen 1lzabeth's Guest Chanber, the Norman staircase 

at King's School, thé tMdercroft of Bstbridge Hospital1 aid. 
Ttueh else besides. By five-thirty we were gasping for a cup 
of tea, but revived after this ad were off again clown to. 

lL. 



the vest Gate and along the beautiful ganden beiide the.. 
little River Stour with ancient hous all along the. .fai 
bank0 Later we disòered another little paradiee the 
Franciecan Gans with a charthg old. 13th century house 
built over a lovely little streaa0 At 1at rather weary 
we had to stop our ex1oratione and get a iieal0 Then ue. 
took a final wander round the Cathedral Precinct to adire 
the f locdlighting and c.o to bd0 Next day endly, it was 
farewell to Cantorbury and atay hoie 

;o thingr of intereet cred froi our etudy of the 
ixgtcn court rolls One , that there ws a coniderbie 

nurh3r of people living there. at the th including a 
of the Dtnch faiily (then ¡pelt ience) coniected with 
Nentcn Eouse0 The other was the iention of 14- cUtches 
most of the!a nanee for which villae.r were continually 
being brit before the court because they hd not kept 
then cieare& So at least we found evidence of many ditches 
and a quite karge popilatioì in the area, 

flary Kif t:' 

Over a period of tine, with the aid of rious aaps 
and, of course, cur feet we have traced the boundariee of 
Checkendon as far as possible The boundaries have altered 
several tinos orer the years so the first task was to 
establish the orina1 route This rau clone with the help 
of the Tithe' Awaii nap, a nap publith4 by. the Genealogtcal. 
Society z1g the generar outline of the old parishes of 
Ooxdshire, and. the oldest Ordnn& Surrcy aps. we. could 
find, Parish sarves involve a great deal of poring over 
naps, ath.the ability to . them i.esenia11 

At ean points on the: earlier. Ordnaice Survey aps 
there are boundary aarkers present0. On the Checkendon 
parish boundary there are posts uarked .jj Busgrove Wood, 
but of these no trace could be found, However, an, oak tree 
on the edge of Wheelers Copse is still to be found, and. this 
is obviously at the very least 100 ysare old, Apart f roe. 
thesè "two, no other marker' éxiet on the snaps we have 

:i 



- onsulted 

It can be sèen frost 
: 

th fla.p5 that the. boundaries were 
often ar1ced by banks , a ali of these wore to be found in 
connection with WòOdS . They y have extend.éd. . into arable 
land in the past but if so have long ago beén ploughed out. 
The banks are tsua1ly fron I to. 1.5 m high. .. Over. the. cena. 
t'uries they havé spread and are now often up to 24. wide 
and have a ditch alongside which is now very shallow. In 
placee where arietdture hae iipinged on the banks they are 
ometites vestigial. On point we have noted about the banl 
is that they are cften accompthed by a footpath like for 
xample the stretch frofl Shrub Wood through to 1yfold Woòd. 

'ilús is contiary to what Beresford (l97) states although 
his area did not include the Oxfordshire Chilterns.. The 
banks are sometiaes double with ditches on the inside and a 
path or track between and our theory is that in these cases 
each parish dug its own bank and ditch and. a nomane e-land 
as left between which became a right of way possibly used 

as a footpath in 'beating the. bounds' Art example of the 
double bank with a track between is found at Corkers lane. 
Hoskins (1969) refers to tracks along the 'double ditched 
boundarIes of pre-Corçuset estates' (mostly in Devon) which 
causez one to wonder about the age of those we have found, 

Three hedges have been found suIvivirig on the boundary. 
One marked. on the southern boundary between Checkendon and 
South Stôke and very near some et±ip lynchets . had a hedge 
count of six speciée, including spindle and. wayfaring tree. 
Anothér on the ñorthern edge between Ipeden and Checkendon 
had an average count of ten with many unusual shrubs This 
was particularly interesting as there was a giant.. of 4. 
acres of land in 1296 in the Checkendon common fields 

. next 
to 'le Hechyng de Ippesden' (Salter, l9O), and this is 
certainly marked by thé hedge at which we were looking. 
Mary Kif t (1984) wrote about the monument at the end of this 
hedge in the last Llletin. The third stretch of hedge, 
also containing ten i was found as an extension of 
the bank and. ditch running along the edge óf a piece of 
woodland called ipzden Wood. . . .. 

We have done a great many hedge counts ad, although 
theré is côntroversy about these, our feeling. 'Is that stock- 
roof shrubs such as hawthorn and. blackthorn wòuld have been 
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of animale have been detected although these are mostly. 
fragiioentary. Some palimpseste still remain to be decipher 
but two pieces found separately fitted together, showing a 
hörse's head. 

Flints &re everywhere i burins, borers, blades (both 
broken and whole), many backed bladelets, sorne scrapers and 
flakes, aM a vast assortment of chips. A fragment Óf a 
pendant (with a hole) was also found between the. ede of the 
precipice and the path. 

The 1agclalen lane wem Falasolithic hunters, and the 
tundra provided game for them oc la Tour is an unusually 
high vantage point, so lt is thought that they camped behind 
the Roc (sheltered from the prevailing wind) in tents or 
shelters, working their flinte and using the schist e a 
floor covering over the soft loamy soil. . At eons point in 
time a huge avalanche crashed down over the area and crushed 
and destroyed the encampment at the same time preserving it 
for archaeologists. 

The soil is extremely acid so no bones survive, and 
there is nothing but stone material remaining; this Dr and 
Pime itozoy are recoiding with great care, The angles that 
the pieces of schist were lying at are a guide to the direc- 
tion of the rockfall, and another important find is the dis 
covery of quite a number of smàtll spots of ochre scattered 
in the soil These have been collected for analysis, and are 
marked on the plans 

We worked down 5 cm at a time and sieved everything. 
The sievings will be 'processed indoors In the winter, Some 
more engraveçi plates of sthist were found and I had the good 
fortune to find a small piece myself. I was working under a 
rock torn from the main pile and close under it I found at 
least three pinkish flints, showing they had been subjected 
to heat at some time. 

The Tardenoisian site (site ii) found by Dr Rozoy 
about 80 m away from the Magdalenian site at oc la Tour was 
on another outcrop. A special discovery he made here, was 
that they used an extra lateral, cutting blade or tang'. on 
their arrows. Instead of a barb the arrowhead had just the 
usual point, and there was a piece let into the side of the 
arrow with a lateral cutting edge instead of a barb for 
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folding. There nay have been more than orte of these side 
)ieces, 

t4hilst the Tardenoisians had this very efficient arroi, 
the Nagctaienians used apeare4 The Tardenoisians therefore 
had the wivantage in that they would have been able to hunt 
in .sa1I groups or fani1ies using. a bow and arrows, whereas 
the Magdaleniaz :wtth their spears needed a laige nurnber to 
hunt, especially for aurochs and roindeer Thus in the sauc 
igi.on two ethczts of hunting are shown, as used by tio 
different cuìthrcs separatcd by so OOO years, but living 
n airrort e'actiy thc siie pkce. 

Ir ozoy, a retircd. dcctar. and his wife are doln a 
lficont job entirely oi their cm, acid are no sesrehing 

for new altes in the forest a daunting prcspect Thc are 
struggling t1th a nuch neglected aspect cxf French archaeo1oy 
and deserve every encourngeirient one can give then. Their 
kndness and sense of fun, together with their concern for 
our well-being, made it a joy to work for thea. 

24S 
5AnnualConference 

Cynthia Grahat Kerr 

The annual conference of the Council for J3ritish 
Archaeology, Group 9 as held at St Cross, Oxford on 16 
4arch 1985 and nine Sog zbsre attended., The theie this yr was Do m aviong the dessi niert - th archaeology of 
death', ¿ new idea. 

After coffee us tartsd with Professor Nartin Biddle, 
who discussed cenieteries and Medieval problems of overcrow- 
ding in them. Andrew Pinder described two ring ditches in 
Beffordshire, then Gerry Waite discussed iron Age burials 
and animals, Bob Wil1lae showed u Bancrof t Mausoleum at 
ilton Keynes, and Charlie Chambers his Romano-British 
cemetery at Dorchester-on-Thames 

e adjourned for,a very good lunch, then dashed. back 
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in the snow to hear Ti't A*broe read. David. Kernett's paper 
on The continuance of jt' Ciare Baipin. tok chris 
Scull 's plaçe a4. talked on Rad.ley Barrow )illls * B.rian. 
Durham gave interesting talk m the dig in AU Saints,. 
Oxfox with its vaults inside the church; and Angea S5Jco 
showed card and graiiestones in Bedfo$shire 

After tea and biscuits we returned to hear Alan Ha2rnan 
on recent wort in 1ortha*ptonshire aid. finished with John 
Hedges Ibster Chanbered. Tomb in the Orkneys, which wa very 
intrigiing. kf ter a vote of thanks f rct Ti Anbros, as 

than, we left about 5.30 p 

Cynthia G.rahat Kerr 

Note: W e send a contingent from S cag every, year to the QBA9 
conference. It is a iost tnforvative day, and. one has the 
chance to aset and talk to iany veil-kn own archaeologists 
All Scg smben ucy o, nd lifts rn be arranged. P1ase,.. 
can wo sec more of you there next 1arch? 

................................. 
This is the title of the latest annual uesletter...: 

(No. i5 1985) to b pblishd by CBA9, whose a'rr covers 
33cG!d.shirO Buc nmrehire 
shiro Th3 116 pgeì of text provide iliuetrted accounts 
el' pork ea'.crisd out thrmn 198, including excavations, 
fiekic»k and wont on historic buildings. the is a survey 
of the 'O1d aM uniasual in the Soag area' by Cyn Gxaha 
Kerr, which includes such things s the Reade mernorial and 
'Drutds Circle' at Ipeden. A copy of Ue newsletter has 
been deposited. with the Soag library, If you want to y 
your own copy, they are available from Dr R .1. liagerty, 
65 Camborne Avenue, Ayiesbury, Bucks HP2I 

. 7UE at £4 including 
postage and packing. 
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S{lRE PULiCATIO 

)lost of you are probably already faniliar with the 
Shire Archaeology series of books, and will know that the 
publishers also produce a wide range of little books on 
various aspects of archaeology, local history and rural life. 
Subjects incide clay pee, old fai*ing tools, old horse- 
shoes, etc Each book, although small, is written by an 
acknowledged expert in the field and is wefl-illustrsted, and 
the reader is given a good booklist should he or she wish to 
study the subject in greater depth. New series which may 
also be of interest to Soag members include Shire Egyptology 
and Shire fthnography. 

Although many bookshops stock a range of Shire books, 
it is often difficult to find, the one you particularly want, 
or to find a list of the subjects covered without writing to 
the publishers. You may ther?Thre be interested to know 
that Shire run a scheme whereby they will supply copies of 
their books to archaeological societies at one-third off the 
cost price, carriage paid, provided that the society resells 
the books to its members at the full price. Soag will be 
taking advantage of this scheme, so that you will now be able 
to order Shire books through us at no extra cost to yourself, 
ami Soag's funds will benefit as a result. 

The Soag Librarian will have an up-to-date copy of the 
Shire catalogue ac,ailable for browsing through at evening 
meetings. Please leave your orders with her. Some of the 
Shire Archaeology series which may be of particular interest 
to members (especially those involved with the work at 
ewington) are reviewed elsewhere in this Bulletin. The 
complete Autumn 1985 list of Shire Archaeoiiis as 
follows: 

Aerial archaeology in Britain (SA 22) by D.N. FUiey, £1.95. 
Ancient agricultural plements (SA 15) by Sian Reas, £1.95, 
Ancient boats (sA 31) by Sean MoGrail, £1.95. 

Anglo-Saxon architecture (SA 18) by Mary and Nigel Kerr, £1.95. 
Animal remains in archaegy (SA 33) by Rosemary Luff, £1.95. 
The archaeol of.ene (SA 30) by Christopher Taylor, £1.95. 

28 



(s. 8) b LeIìe Grîze1i 
r.jeiworkinsouthe.nBritain (SA 39 ) by Su2an 

Pearce £1O95 . 

Castles (sA 36) by R. Allen Brot, L2.&SO, 

Celtic warriors (SA ¿fi) by W.F. and J,N.G.. Ritchie £2,50. 
vi11es (SA 23) by Trevor Rowley and John Wood, 

ieva1tovnsin Britain (SA 45) by Jereriiy Haslam, 
£2.50. 

(SA 20) by Francis Pryor, £1.95. 
F11nentsof the Old. Stone (sA 2) by Peter Timins, 

£1.95. 
The Gods óf Roman Bn tain (SA 32+) by Miranda J Green, £1.95. 

(SA 35).by N.K. Rutter, £1.95. 
and and Wales (SA 16) by James Dyer, £2,50. 

later stone ien (sA 14) by Nichael Pitts, £1,95. 
Medieval fles (SA 28) by David Hail, £1.95. 

(sA 21) by David A. Hintou, £1.95. 

evalott5.inBrita (SA 6) by. Jeremy Hasiam, £1.95. 

Medieval roads (SA 26) by Brian Paul Hindle, £1.95. 
Noated sites (SA 44) by David Wilson, £2.50. 

(SA 40) by Jo Draper, £1.95. 
histöricastrcnond ritual (SA. 32) by Aubrey Bur1,. £1.95. 

i an in Bnita in (s 12) by John £1 < 

jL%!L1tr1es (sA 24) by Alan 1cWhiz'r,. £1.95. 

Ronan forth in Britain (SA 37) by Diid.J. 12e £1495, 

(sA 19) by Alaathir Scott 4Td. 
Li .95. 

RaaoBr1tishioaioz (sA 25) by Peter JoInon £i95, 
(A L2' by ogr Ling, £2.50 



restìe (SA .1.0) by Richaiú . Bagebawe £2.50, 
an villas (SA li) by David E. Johnston, £1.95. 

Teachingarchaeolo in schools (SA. 29) by James Dyér, £1.95. 
Towns in .Roman Britain (SA 13) by Juflan Bennett, £1.95. 
Yi11ae plans (sA 27) by Brian K. foberts, £1.95. 
Wad in arch ogy (SA 17) by Maisie Tay1or £l95. 

Janet :Sharpe 

NMB0OIS 

Oxfoihi by the late 1?rank Woodward has been pub. 1ìshct by the Oxfordshire Museums Service (ISBn 0 901036 13 7). Copies cost £1.95 each from the Oxford County i')useum 1letcher's Hottee Woodstock, Oxen OX? ISN. 
Oxforishire is particularly rich in parkiands dating from Medieval times to the 18th centuiy. This booklet is a concise introduction to the study of parks, and includes many examples from the county. 

includes contributions from sev- eral authors aM is published by the Oxford University De. parthent of External StudIes (ISBN 0 90:3736 18 7). The price la £3 including postage and packing, and copies are available from OUDB, Rewley House, i Wellington Squars, Oxford ((l 2JA. 
The area around Dorchester onThasies baa been inhabited continuously for over six thousand years. Excavations and field ark have provided evidence for many phases of the development of the town, including the Roman and W est Saxon settlements and the Medieval abbey. Information has pie-. vioualy appeared piecemeal in many different publications; it is now brought together in this concise and. wel1i1lus- trated. account. 

Midd.leton Stonev excavation 

the Oxford. University Department of External 



Studies at £7 including. postage and packing (ISBn O 90376 
16.0), It is available fron)UIThB, Rewley House, Welingtq 
square,. Oxford 0X1 2JA . 

r 

;.::. 

Although Ni leton Stoneyls not in Soag's area, this 
publication may be of interest to members for two reasons. 
Firstly, it is the outcome of a . longterm progremme of èxcav 
ation and landscape survey in the county, which it is hoped edil serve as a model for similar projects in the tuture. H 
Secondly, it is the final report of the annual training 
excavations held at the site from 1970 to 19&2, organised. by 
Trevor Rowley and the Oxfoi'd Department of External Studies, 
Niddleton Stoney has yielded early Roan buildings, a 12th 
century castle and its surrounding village, and landscaped 
parkiand. The report . includes full docuientary and village 
surveys, and also a discussion of the animal bones recovered. 
It is an interesting blend of local history and archaeology. 

Deserted_villa by Trevor Rowley and John Wood. has just. 
been reprinted by Shire Publications as part of their Shire 
Arthaeoiogy series, at £2.50 (ISB4 0 85263 593 1), 

This we11'illustrated little book is an admirable 
introduction to the study of Deserted Nedieval Villages. and 
cannot be recommended too highly. Beginning with a defini. 
tian of the. term, the authors go on to discuss when and why 
villages were deserted, This happened at various times and 
for varying reasons como villages were abe.ndoned in Sacon 
and norman times, the latter often to make way for a new 
castle or hunting grounds. After a period of expansion, a 
series of natural disasters culminating in the Black Death 
contributed, to desertion in the 13th and 14th centuries 
l)iclosure for sheep farming in the 15th century through ta 
Tudor times, and the creation of country parks in the 17th 
arid 18th centuries were other reasons, The identification 
of deserted villages in the field and how. archaeology can 
help to reconstruct a picture of village life are discussed.' 
Methods for discovering deserted villages and. how to record 
them (a useful fieldwork questionnaire is provided) are 
followed by a brief gazeteer and 'a useful bibliography, The, 
fact that this book has been reprinted within t!uee 'years of, 
its first appearance attests to its popularity. 
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*ilevaI fields by David Hail (IBBN O 85263 599 0) , 
eil.val 

tteryiBia by Jereiay Ha&1aai (ISBN O 85263 670 9 
ostMedieval atte 16 1800 by Jo Draper (ISBN O 85263 T) are further t. ties n the Shire Archaeology serios 

and :c5t £L95 5Ch. 

These three titles complement the book by Trevor Rowley 
and 01m Wood on rtvi1es by providing a further 
insight into differt aspects of Medieval sett1enent David 
ïiai1s book on MedIeval fields first describes the 1ayout 
nd foiiaticrn of these iield systo. to filitate their 
.denUficati1 on 'the gromd today dating of field 
ry3teß is disrussed 'd ethodc for the rcccnstructic of. 
", onfie1d p1s are .decribed , The origins ue and later 
modifications of Nedioval field systems are onzidered. and 
a short 

: bib1ioçraphy is givei 
.: 

The two books on eviisva1 and PoztNedeva1 potteI7 
provide introd&ctioni to th pottory types arcaeoiogists 
var expect to fIM thet e:ca'ating or fieddwalkix e.sertd 
village sites . However althg'h they are we11i1iistratad 
: th photographs and . drins of complete ot s their use' 
'u1nsss as ióntfficaticn guides in the field is limited when 
one is confronted th atagestap sized fragments that 
uld belong to either this that or 'the other types A. 

appreciation of this prob1e by the authors with perhaps 
ore esphauis on fabrics temper1, glaze1, etc. as opposed to 

form, would have resulted in more useful books, Nevertheless, 
ioth provide interesting accounth of thé manufacture of 
pottery and. the diversity of types producéci in Britain. 
Jeremy Has la&s book concentrates ,òn the types of Medieval 
pottery 'produced in two areas, Oxford and London, aM so is 
of particular interest. 

Modieval1es edited by Della HÓÓke forms Monograph No. 
5 of the Oxford University Committee for Archaeology (ISBN 
O 9Zf7816 05 4).. It is available from Oxbow Boòks, 10 St 
Cross Roa4.9 Oxford 0X1 YU at £195O.. 

The 16 papers in this monograph were presented at a 
onference in Oxford in l982 and provide a major review of 
ourrent work on the origins and development of the Medieval 
Lilage, Sanie of the paperi consider the different sources 
f evidence, some deal 'with more specific aspects of settle.- 
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tient such as the church and eUeva1 estatee and others ex- 
plore village deve 1opent in diffeient reg1one Sag iietbcire 
involved., with the work at Netngton itay be interested to know 
that C. Jaes Bond (who spoke to us on DVs at an evenbig' 
teèting last year) of the Woodetock Museum has cont±tbxtéd a 
paper ritt1et1 'Medieval thcfordeMre vfl.lages and. their 
tography: a preliminary discussion1. 

. . 

ßarns of rural Britain by Graham Hughes, published by A. aM 
ckfor.tierrt Press, costs £12.95. 

l4eiabers involved in the Soag barn survey riay especialiy 
like. to know 'abowt, 'this book. The author describes how barns 
were used, how, they iore built and how they may be restored. 
He also attempts to show how they may be dated, a1thogh there 
is no really precise method and some beams were probably re- 
used several times The book is well-illustrated, and in 
eludes a gazeteer of notable specimens. 

açuiture reviewed by Peter Ieynoldz has been pub 
lished by CBA]founcil for British Archaeology, Wessex) and 
is awilabie from Me Clare Conybeare, Wo Salisbury and Sonth 
Wiltshire Museum, The Kings House, 65 The Close, aiisbury, 
Wiltshire Spi 2N, price 7p + 25p postage (please make 
cheques payable to CBAi2). (ISBN 0 951062 10 7 ) 

This publication forms the text of a lecture delivered 
by Dr Peter Reynolds, Director of the Butser Ancient Farm 
Project Trust, on 22 July 1983 as the first Wessex Lecture 
organised by CBAI2'. This lecture provides a concise survey 
of the remarkable results of 12 years' work at Butser, and 
forms an excellent review of 'the state of the art' for any- 
one interested in.. early farming and ecpnomy. Soags who visi- 
ted Butes r this summer may be especially interested to read 
peter's account'. . 

. 

Daneburganat of an iron e hilifort by Barry .'unliffe, 
published in 193 by.Batsford, costs £1 .95 (ISBN O 7]3t;. 
0998 3)'. 

, 

Those of you who went on the Soag outing to Danebury 
this summer may like to know that professor Cunliffe has 
written a book about the site'. Excavations began in 1969 and 
this book is in effect a summary of the results of l4 years 
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.yf archasologleal investigations, After introductory thapters 
on the current interpretation of British hiliÍort.s and the 
methods used during the excavations, Professor Cunliffe con- 
sid.ers Danebu.ry in relation to the, geography and archaeology 
of Wessex, and then goes on to describe the sain phases in the 
development of the lililfort fron its begiiû4ngs around 550 BC 
to its final destruction about 100 BC. Subeeuent chapters 
consider different aspects of the lives of the people living 
at Dan ebuxy: defence and warfare, thildinge, agriculture, 
crafts ami trade, social organisation and religious beliefs 
Finally, Danebury's fato after the Roman invasion and during 
Medieval and later times is described. In. offering a compreS. 
hensive picture of Iron Age society and economy, Professor 
Cunliffe attempts to demonstrate what modern archaeological 
techniques can achieve1 

Invitation to archaeoj9 by Philip Rahtz was published by 
BlacicMell earlier this year (ISBN O 63il4'l 07 3). The 
paperback costs £k..95. 

Philip htz is one of the indomitable characters of 
Eritish archaeology, whose name is perhaps. best associated 
rith the Rescue movement on the 1970z, This is very much a 
çersonal book, besad on the author's experiences and. obsera 
tions over a period of more than 30 years, and is intended 
for the reader who wants to find out what archaeology is really 
all about The function and funding of archaeology, the pei 
sonalities involved in it, and its principles and practices: 
all these aspects are described with plenty of anecdotes and 
humour, This book has had some excellent reviews and with its 
annotated guide to further reading it should prove to be both 
useful and at the same tine eminently readable. 

He1ping the stones te by !'loya Feehaily is published by 
the Society for the Interpretation of Britain 's Heritage 
(ISBN O 93O88 02 8). it costs £1.75 ± 22p postage and.. 
packing and lé available from SIBil, k Holmewood Close,. 
Kenilworth, Wa.rwickshire CV8 2JJ. 

This booklet is the first of a series of advisory 
guides published by the SIBH, and concerns the interpretation 
of'hlstoric churches, 
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NOTk3 ANI) NMS 

New museumatTij 
A brand new museum on the art of the biacksmith has 

been established next to the forge at ¶tidnarsh. The owners 
of Tidrnarsh Forge, Peter and Basil Elliot, decided to form 
the museum after uncovering various artefacts while ren ova- 
ting part of the 400 year old. building. These included 
numerous old horseshoes (of course), clay pipes and. coins, 
and started the owners on a quest for further information. 
They have nc amasse.d a range of exhibits, including tools, 
documents and old. photographs, which illustrate the life of 
the. blacksmith from very early tines to the present. The 
Efliots (tel. Pangbourne 3845) would be most interested, to 
hear from anyone who could. contribute to the museum, or 
provide then with more information on previous blacksmiths at Tidmarsh Forge. (IidweekOhronicle, 7 June 1985.) 

Blake's Lock !useuin 

A Victorian pump house beside the ttver Kennet off 
Kenavon Drive in Reading has been transformed into a museum 
exhibiting items from the town 's waterways, trades and 
industries from around 1850 to the 1920e. Officially opened 
at the end of June, Blakes Lock Museum is open to the 
public on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 10.00 am to 
5.00 pm, and on Saturdays and. Sundays from 2.00-5.00 pin, (inSjandard, 4 July 1985.) 

Postscript to Bisha_knights and ladies 
On a visit to North yorkshire I was told that there is 

a tradition that Shakespeare based his Malvolio on Sir Thomas 
Posthumous Hoby. This is an intriguing thought: Malvoflo the 
Puritan, according 'to Maria (Twelfth Night, Act II, Scene iii), 
who sought to marry an heiress, and Sir Thomas the landless 
younger son with the reputation of being a bigotted Protes- 
tant, who actually did marry the heiress Row would Shake- 
speare have heard of him? Well, his matermal aunt was the 
mother of Francis Bacon so there was probably plenty of talk 
about it in :L1teary circles. To cautious archaeologists 
this is no picof, but it is a fascinating speculation. 
(Molly Casey) 



orsnote The title of this itet by Molly Uasey refers 
o the Soag outing to Bisham on 12 June 1982. A portrait of 

the ill-reputed Lady Hoby hange in the ball of Bishain Abbey and her ghost is said to appear in' the Slizabethan oom 
there. Monuments. ta various members of the Hoby family are to be found in Bisham church. 

Soag lecturers 

At least three Soag members are giving evening classes 
during the 1985-86 academic year. Joe Peachey has started 
Part I of his 20-week course on The Medieval towns its histy 

at Pangbotnme Junior School. Part I studies 
the development of Jigiish towns from c.k50-1550 AD and Part 
II, which will start on 13 January 1986, win concentrate more on urban archaeology and documentary evidence. 

Steve ?o., together with R. ?aylor, will give a ten- 
week course on Archaeology: the istory of Berkshire at 
Goring Primary School, commencing 9 January 1986. This 
course will outline British prehistory with reference to local 
finds and slides of local. sites. 

A six-week course entitled Cave pato computer by John Weetwood is scheduled to start on 19 November at 
Goring Primary Scho1 . This course studies the development 
of lettering through written languag, Inscriptions , calli- 
graphy and printing.. Topics covered include the evolution 
of phonetic characters, clacelcal Roman inscriptions, early 
Christian books, iliurAlinated manuscpts arid the invention of 
printing through to Wiliiai Norris and communications tOday. 
This course is ari expansion of the talk he gave to Soag on 
22 hay 1985 on the dating of lettering 

The British Museum Society 

At a meeting on Tuesday 15 October 1985 the Society 
discussed its name and. membership. Were members 'academics', and if nOt, what? It was suggested. by the Trustees and the 
Council that a better name would be 'Friends of the British 
Museum' - but, this was a more ancient name which had been 
absorbed by the National Arts Collection Fund. Eventually, with more than the necessary two-thirds majority, it was 
decided to keep the title British Museum Society. 
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The object of the Society is to give friendly support 
by money and service to the greatest archaeological institu- 
tion in the worlds Members receive a bu1letin three times 
a year, may attend lectures, have opportunities to visit 
places of interest at home and abroad, have a 10% discount 
on exhibition catalogues and. exemption from admission charges 
to paying exhibitions. In addition, there is a very pleasant 
members' room, open from 10.00 em to 500 pm on Mondays to 
Fridays, and later on lecture and special event nights. All 
this for a mere £12 per year. It is very well worth it, and 
will be very pleased to support any application for 

membership. (Adam Graham Kerr) 

Readers who were interested in the article about the 
clay pipe from Newington (this issue, p.12) may like to know 
that the Society for Clay Pipe Research was founded last 
year. lt publishes a quarterly Newsletter and the annual 
subscription is £3.50, Information ab5iimembership (and a 
sample copy of the Newsletter) can be obtained from Mrs 
Phiioena Jckson, 13 Sóiiiïlie Road, Bishopeton, Bristol 
BS7 9ADI (OBA Newsletter 1985, 9(i) io.) 

Re-excavation of Maiden Castle 

One of the most impressive earthworks in the south of 
Britain, the iron Age hiilfort of Maiden Castle in Dorset, 
is to be re-excavated on behalf of the Historic Buildings 
and Monuments Commission for gland (ig1ish Heritage) by 
the Trust for Wessex Archaeology, This site was originally 
excavated by Sir Mort.imer Wheeler in the 1930e. The new 
excavations will consist of -four phases. Firstly, Wheeler's 
old trenches will be re-examined to establish the ecological 
sequence on the hilltop from earliest times. Secondly, the 
east entrance will be re-excavated to complete Wheeler's 
excavation of the so-called 'war cemetery' and to investigate 
the suggestion that the hilifort may have been ref ortif led 
in late Roman times. Thirdly, a new trench will be opened 
in an area of deep stratification in the interior in an 
attempt to relate the cultural sequence to that of' the de- 
fences. Fourthly, an extensive survey programme will be 
undertaken The first season of excavations began on 
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July this year, and will reach their c1iax to. çoincide with the World Archaeological Congress to be held in 
Southampton in September 1986. The excavatioñ is open to the public, and guided toux are ávailablï daily. (Current rchaeol 1985 9(1)s 4) 

Avebury enterprises 

The ex-curator of the Avebury l4useum, Mike Pitte, has recently started two new business ventures which should be of interest te visitors.. With his wife Hilary he has opened: the Stones Restaurant. &,id to produce simple but excellent fare, aid Stones Print. In' addition to soe exquisite ánd 
atmospheric colour postcards of Avebury, he has produced a 65page introduction to Avebury and its neighbouring, n'onu- nents (Silbury Hill and. the West Kennet long barrow in 
particular), entitled trints hArebu. This 
publication includes same supérb colour illustrations, and 
costs £1.95. Look out for Stws the'next timé yoú visit 
Avebui) (2ANews1ettor l985 9(5) 43.) 

Martin Biddle on iche ter 

mbers who enjoyed PrcThssor Bidd1e!s talk. abput hic work at St Albans during the Soak AGM this year may be 
interested to imor that the text of another of. his lecturs, 
this time on inch'or hzs recently been published by the 
British. Acaiemy. ThIs :tu was dcflivered as the Albert 
iteckitt Archao1oieal Tnst Lccture in 1983 and contains a considembla siiount of ir±'ortion on the devo1opient of the 
British, town as exerp1ified by W inchestr. 
Winchester arcaeolozv and history in á British town 1961- 

aiiòffprint from its at 2.9O. 
1985, 9(6): 52.) 
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SUAGACCOUW[S FOR THí Y&ANDING 28 FRUARY .198 
I 

PAYNffNTS 

Lectures 
April 5.00 
May 7.00 
September 7.00 
November 5.00 
December 500 29.00 

Subs & Affiliations 
angtree A.E. 30.00 
C/Arch. 5.00 
Oxf. filet. Soc. 8.00 
CBA9 5.00 
Butser 2.50 50.50 

Newington Di.g Donations 
Lithgow 1.00 
Lynne .00 6.00 

Expenses 
president's 73.86 
Secretary's .89 

Hon. Trees. .13 

Balances 1983 
Current Ac.. 90.65 
Deposit Ac. 56.99 
Cash 2.70 150.34 

310.72 

REcaPTs 

Subscriptions 117.25 

D/A interest :3.49 

New Year Party 198 
ikts ..... 19.00 

Door 45.50 
Draw 7.10 

71.60 
Drinks 27.52 
Bread .70 
Book token 8.00 

36.22 35.38 

Donations (Newington) 
Lynne 5.00 
Lithgow 1.00 

Balances 1984 
Current Ac. 
Deposit Ac. 
c'ash 

92.27 
53.50 
2.83 148.60 

310.72 

J.A. Wilson 
Hon Treasurer 
26 March 1985 
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