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PRESIDENT'S REPORT FOR 1986-87 

SOAG is now 18 years old and still going strong, with 
40 new members joining last year. We now number about 
140 in spite of losing a few, such as the Hills who have 
returned to Australia. Our American SOAG, Flora 
Fairchild, sent a long letter with her subscription and wished 
us well. 

'i pld',xrrrrk 

It seemed, with the poor weather, that we would not have 
been able to do much fieldwork last year but it was sur- 
prisingly busy. 

We visited Newington 20 times; this project is nearly 
ready to be written up. 

The new playing fields at the Oratory School were walked 
on 14 October 1986, but nothing of interest was found. 

The Exiade Street report is now written up and the 
finishing touches are being made before it goes for typing. 
This has been a very satisfactory project. A total of 40 
visits was needed for the fieldwork and of these SOAG 
members participated on 17 occasions. Three visits were 
also made to the county sites and monuments record at 
Woodstock Museum, where much help was given to us 
relating to this project. 

An invitation to dig at the Royal Mint site in London on 
25 November 1986 was accepted and five of us had an 
interesting change from local work. I would like to thank 
Ann Hitchman for arranging this visit for us. 

A new project was started this year - Celtic head 
'hunting' (see report elsewhere in this Bulletin). We have 
already recorded six, but these will need to be looked at 
more closely to ensure some are not Medieval. It is sur- 
prising that we have located so many. The best are from 
Woodcote and near Wantage (see article by Mary Kift in 
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SOAG Bulletin no. 42 (1986), pp. 28-30). Please look out for 
this type of head, often seen over the north doors of churches, 
and let us know. 

Another exciting project was due to good observation by 
Margaret Hatton, who noticed that a pasture had been ploughed 
at Hardwick. With Sir Julian?s permission, in April 1987 we 
were able to carry out five fieldwalks round the perimeter of 
this and another field across the road. This produced about 
400 flints, together with a few potsherds and a number of 
potboilers, which were all washed and sorted. Dr Derek Roe 
(Quaternary Research Centre, Pitt Rivers Museum) kindly 
looked over the flints to check and identify them. He said 
we were certainly on to a good site, probably not a settlement 
but a working area where tools had been made; there was a 
good supply of flint, plenty of struck flakes but very few 
tools. We hope to walk these fields in transects when the 
crop is off in the autumn. 

Some more sharp observation has saved a large sarsen 
stone which appears to mark an ancient boundary at the 
Goring-Streatley bridge by the Swan Hotel in Streatley. At 
first there was only a foot or so of it showing, but when it 
was dug up in February 1987 to alter the entrance to the 
Swan it was shown to be some seven feet high. John W est- 
wood quickly contacted the foreman and the manager of the 
hotel and saved the stone from being broken up. They have 
now agreed to replace it on the line of the boundary, with a 
little plaque to explain it as a feature. The Westwoods are 
to be commended for their quick action (see their article 
elsewhere in this Bùlletin). 

Meetings 

Our meetings, like the fieldwork, have also been varied. 
On 30 April 1986 Brian Durham (Oxford Archaeological Unit) 
gave a fascinating and detailed talk on Witney Palace, and on 
21 May we had George Lambrick (OAU) talking about quite a 
different type of site at Gravelly Guy, Stanton Harcourt. The 
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autumn meetings started on 24 September with Dr Cathy King 
from the Ashmolean Museum, who is an expert on Roman 
coins, and 22 October brought Dr June Chatfield, Curator of 
the Gilbert White Museum at Selborne, to speak about the 
antiquities of Selborne. On 19 November a large audience 
enjoyed Janet Sharpe's (SOAG) talk on the archaeology of 
Peru, and for our Christmas meeting on 17 December Joe 
Peachey (SOAG) discussed, most usefully, Medieval pots. 
The meeting on 18 February was our annual Members' 
Evening, with slides and discussion. 

Seven members attended a Women's Institute meeting in 
Whitchurch Hill on 18 November 1986 to hear a talk by Joan 
Smith about the Mary Rose, which roused interest for a 
visit to Portsmouth to see it. 

Attendance at meetings averages 30-40, but considering 
we have 140 members it would be nice to have a few more 
coming. So PLEASE note in your diaries the dates of the 
meetings before it is too late. (We always welcome new 
people to our Tuesday field meetings too. 

Visits 

The visit on 21 June 1986 to Burford was enriched by 
local guides showing us round the church (which contains 
another Celtic carving) and historical parts of the town. A 
large party of us visited the Roman villa at North Leigh and 
also the church on 20 July, and SOAG has been given a 
number of photographs taken that day. A special evening 
visit to the Blue Coat School, Sonning on 20 August was kindly 
arranged by Andrew Knee-Robinson. (See SOAG_Bulletin 
no. 42 (1986), pp. 6-8 for reports of these visits.) 

The_Pafly 

The New Year party on 8 January was well up to standard, 
although we had hoped for a few more guests. Once again it 
was held in the Black and Gold Room at the Oratory School. 
The competition, arranged largely by Bernard Levy and 
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beautifully drawn on cards by John Percival's son David, wâ.s 

won by Pat Parker Moore. There was an excellent array of 

food and raffle prizes, generously provided by members; and 
here we would specially like to thank Alan Wilson for ruñniñg 
the Bar at the last moment as John Percival was summoned 
to hospital for an operation on his eye. Thanks are also due 
to everyone whò helped to make the evening a success. As 
usual we have sent the Oratory School a book token in 
appreciation, and have received a letter of thanks from them. 

Courses and Conferences 

Members have attended at least seven courses (and I 

suspect more as people do forget to let me know, for the 
records). These included a week's training dig at Cogges 
from 28 July to 1 August 1986, attended by four SOAGs, and 
which the Oxford Archaeological Unit hopes will become a 

training ground for diggers in the future. 

The annual CBA9 Conference was held at Rewley House, 
Oxford on 14 March 1987, when I was delighted to see 22 

SOAG members turn up. This is an encouraging all-time 
record as we usually only muster about 12. The speakers 
included SOAG Pat Preece, who gave a most enjoyable talk 
on the Chiltern woodlands. (See Conference report else- 
where in this Bulletin.) 

Pub li cation s 

The 1986 SOAG Bulletin, after much struggling and hard 
work, has proved to be the best- ever, largely due to our 
marvellous editor Janet Sharpe who toiled with. corrections 
and layait until she produced - and typed - a journal which 
has drawn praise at all levels. 

Please start thinking now about next year's Bulletin. 
Don't worry if you feel you can't write, we would love to hear 
about your archaeological adventures and will be pleased to 
rewrite them for you if you think your own efforts are too 
awful 
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 The Messenger could always do with more items of news 
or suggestions from any of you. Please bring any contribu- 
tions to me at meetings or soon after, as we have to start 
preparing the next Messenger about three weeks ahead of the 
advertised meeting. 

Lloyds Bank Award 

We were encouraged to apply again for an award from the 
Lloyds Bank Fund for Independent Archaeologists, and so we 
submitted a précis of the Exiade Street report and the 
expenses involved and behold! - a letter came offering us 
£ 100! Cyn, Malcolm and Adam attended the award-giving on 
18 March at the Society of Antiquaries in Burlington House, 
London. We took a display with us, as requested. However, 
we did feel that other groups were achieving much more than 
us and I feel we must do better. Andrew Selkirk (the editor 
of Current Archaeology) presented a summary of each group!s 
work, and we received our cheques from Mr Tain Cheyne of 
Lloyds Bank. After the presentation we enjoyed a splendid 
buffet supper. 

I do hope this will encourage a few more of you to join in 
with our projects; to receive a grant like this should be a 
great spur to tackle the job properly and finish it well. 

The Committee 
Here I would like to thank our very lively and cons cien- 

tious Committee, who turn up in all weathers to discuss 
SOAG business and plan future activities. We find having 
two Secretaries, one for general 1duties' and one for taking 
minutes at meetings, works very well. I would like to thank 
both the Secretaries and also the Treasurer for the work they 
have put in. A good Committee is of first importance to any 
group, and in this aspect SOAG is indeed fortunate. Last but 
not least, my grateful thanks to all the members of SOAG for 
their continued support in keeping the Group alive and well! 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 



SUMMER EXCURSIONS 1987 

Gatehampton Farm: a day in the life of an 83 year-old SOAG 

The diary entry for Sunday 21 June reads 'Goring, SOAG'; 
such a simple entry but it covered a lovely busy day. Early 
rising, breakfast at 6 am, met Margaret at Hyde Park Corner 
for the 9. 35 Gold Line bus to Reading and arrived just before 
11, so time for a coffee and a scone then over to the station 
for the 11.50 train to Goring. Arrived at Goring & Streatley, 
sun shining, nice pub (Queens Arms), so - half a pint of 
shandy, a packet of crisps and 'which way, please, to the 
Miller of Mansfield? Thank you', and off we went, a stop to 
buy bananas and there was the John Barleycorn. On course, 
up Manor Road, a stop to pet the horse and foal and on through 
the iron gate. Lovely spot for lunch, round table at the ready 
(iron cover from a borehole) and surrounded by orange and 
scarlet poppies and tiny violas. Grace said silently, just 
'thanks for all this, especially the sun'. Never did egg and 
tomato sandwiches taste so good and the sturmer apple shared 
by all - Margaret, me, the mare and foal. 

Then we found Cyn's note on the iron gate and foot-slogged. 
down the flinty track to the 'dig'. SOAGs seemed to 
materialise out of the bushes as time went swiftly by and we 
gathered round Cyn who showed us bags of 'goodies' found on 
the site - and so to the high spot of the day: the DIG itself. 
An astonishing-looking find (worked by SOAG) - a Roman 
corn-dryer. Scorched earth and 'steps' down and the various 
walls clearly marked by strongly embedded stones, which 
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showed clearly that a building had been on the spot. Most 
impressive, and indisputable evidence. It was quite a lengthy 
walk to the 'lake' (a flooded Neolithic flint quarry) at the end, 
but made interesting by Cyn's informed talk en route. 

Thence to the river bank for the majority to have tea, 
whilst I fought the overpowering need for a nap (must be 
getting old). Tempus did fugit so rapidly that unless we got 
a move on, Margaret and I would not get back to London, but 
dear Cyn came to the rescue and drove us to the station in 
time to get a train to Reading, and then the bus to Hyde Park 
Corner and home. Tired but happy. Thank you, Cyn, for a 
memorable day. 

Eve Lynne 
(See Cyn's report on the Gatehampton Farm dig elsewhere in 
this Bulletin - Ed.) 

Buscot Park 
On Saturday 25 July the summer excursion to Buscot, 

Gloucestershire was attended by 16 members and three 
visitors. Arriving at 2. 30 pm, we first visited the house 
with its many interesting treasures and met Lord and Lady 
Faringdon who rent the house from the National Trust. A 
former owner, E. E. Cook, willed the house to the National 
Trust and the estate comprises 3863 acres including the 
village. The house was built in 1780 in Adams Style and has 
later alterations. 

The sun soon drew us outside to explore the vast park 
and the Watergarden, a long series of narrow cisterns 
descending to the lake. There is a magnificent walled garden 
with espaliered fruit trees and unusual plants, also a rose 
circle and many long vistas. The swimming pool building 
had murals (and the pooi had newts in it!). Some of us also 
looked round the village and visited some churches after we 
dispersed to go home. 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 
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East Hendred: vil1ae history Dreserved 

On the evening of 18 August, a large party of ¿6 SOAG 
members metat East Hendred, a village with timbered and 
thatched cottages on the north slope of the Berkshire Downs. 
The Ridgeway, the Icknield Way and the Port Way all run 
through the parish. 

We were welcomed at the Champs Chapel Museum (a 
Medieval building which has been carefully restored) by John 
Stevenson, who told us of the history of the village, the 
prosperity of which arose from monastic farms and the wool 
trade, including weaving. The Eyston family of Hendred 
House, Catholic since early days, are still prominent locally. 

We walked round the village, which is admirably cared 
for by its inhabitants; at 9. 00 pm some members heard the 
carillon chimes of the 16th century faceless clock in the 
church tower. Finally, some of us gathered together again 
in the Wheatsheaf for refreshment. All worth another visit. 
The Chapel Museum and the village church are usually open 
on Sunday afternoons. 

Margaret & John Westwood 

A DAY-COURSE AT BUTSER ANCIENT FARM 

A one-day course was held at Buts er Ancient Farm, near 
Petersfield, Hampshire on 18 July 1987. About 20 people 
attended, including six members of SOAG. After coffee at 
10 am, Dr Peter Reynolds explained the course and led us up 
towards Buts er Hill, pointing out ancient plants, Celtic fields 
and lynchets and the general landscape: little has changed 
since Iron Age times. Half way up it poured with rain and 
we were all soaked - but not cold. Rounding the hill, we 
saw terracettes, Old Buts er (the experimental farm site) and 
four barrows up by the British Telecom tower. We could 
also see Barrow Hill near Petersfield. Dr Reynolds ex- 
plained how in 1974 the winterbourne occurred and so the 



water table rose and supplied water the hill (this was the 
water supply in Iron Age times). He also showed how the 
regeneration of trees had taken place, through a sequence of 
thistle, bramble and thorn. We lunched on top of Buts er Hill 
and dried our clothes on the bushes. We returned down to 
the demonstration area herb garden, when it poured again 
and so we sheltered in the Pimperne House and thence back 
to Nexus House for tea. It was an interesting day, concen- 
trating on Iron Age plants and the contemporary landscape. 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 

ARCHAEOLOGY AND THINGS AGRICULTURAL 
the CBA Group 9 Annual Conference, 14 March 1987 

The title of this year's CBA9 Conference at Rewley 
House, Oxford, was rather misleading: for 'agricultural' 
substitute 'rural' for the common denominator of the reports 
presented. A disappointing day for Iron Age (and earlier) 
farm buffs, but the Medievalists and Post-Medievalists had 
a 'field day'. 

The proceedings were opened by Christopher Taylor 
(author of Village and farmstead: a history of rural settle- 
ment in England and several other books) who highlighted 
some problems of the archaeological interpretation of agri- 
culture, using ridge and furrow as his main example. Usually 
interpreted as Medieval, ridge and furrow is largely un- 
datable and can range from the Bronze Age to the 19th 
century. Fieldwalking for manuring scatters can define the 
limits of Medieval infield (much pottery) and outfield (little 
pottery) systems, but the outfield was gradually turned into 
infield as the population increased. Ridge and furrow is 
common over DMV house plots and must here be later, 
probably l6th-l7th century, after the villages were deserted 
for sheep and before the land became pasture again in the 
18th century. Conversely, many DMVs sit on top of pre- 
existing ridge and furrow and this is difficult to date except 
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by excavation. Medieval fish ponds often have ridge and 
furrow at the bottom: this enigma at least was solved by 
documentary evidence showing that fish ponds were rotated 
with arable to exploit the fertile deposits at the bottom of the 
ponds. 

This was followed by the only paper with a prehistoric 
theme - a survey of the North Oxfordshire Grim's Ditch by 
Tim Copeland. This one-man study had been accomplished 
with the aid of aerial photographs and detective work in the 
field, which involved lots of walking. The roughly circular 
bank and ditch ha1 been built in two phases, the first nclo- 
sing about 30 km and the second an astounding 80 km . If 
complete this would be the largest enclosure known, but the 
bank and ditch are very fragmentary. Lack of ditch silt 
suggested that phase 1 had been abandoned within a year.to 
be replaced by phase 2. Surface pottery finds were Late Iron 
Age and early Romano-British. There is evidence for a 
palisade outside the ditch, but the earthwork was probably 
not, defended as the area is too large and the bank too slight. 
More likely it defined a territory which was rapidly expanded 
as more settlers came into the area. At least nine Romano- 
British villas have been found inside the bank and ditch and 
may represent a Romanisation of pre-existing Iron Age sites. 

Pat Preece from SOAG then gave an account of the land- 
scape history of the woodland of the Oxfordshire Chilterns 
from Medieval times to the recent past. There seems to 
have been less woodland in the 14th century than there is 
today, place name evidence suggesting that places now 
wooded were formerly open. The regenerated woodland 
following the Black Death and a climatic decline was later 
exploited for the growing population in towns, especially 
London, and the Thames provided the means of transport. 
With the increased use of coal in the 18th century many woods 
were grubbed out and coppices allowed to grow, although 
there was still some local demand for timber. Curving out- 
lines and a characteristic ground flora (bluebells, dog's 
mercury, archangel) indicate old woods, and fields are often 
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bounded by 'shaws', or strips of woodland left after clear- 
ance, which may preserve ancient features. Many of these 
shaws were replaced by hedges in the 18th century which 
belie the age of the boundary they represent by containing 
only one or two species. Woods were also delineated by low 
banks and ditches, the banks usually about i m high and 3-4 m 
wide, and internal banks may define separate coppices. 

The other papers included an etymological discussion 
of the Anglo Saxon words 'wyrttruma' and 'wyrtwala', which 
seem to refer to boundaries, by A. Baines (this paper has 
been published in the CBA9's annual journal South Midlands 
Archaeology for 1987) and three regional studies of Medieval 
settlements. These were Great Linford and the excavation 
of the site of a 13th century post mill (Bob Zeepvat), agri- 
cultural buildings at Grove Priory, Beds. (Evelyn Baker) and 
West Cotton, a DMV in the parish of Raunds in the Nene 
Valley (David Windell). The latter was a rescue excavation 
in advance of road building, and some 5500 square metres 
were excavated in less than two years. A Late Neolithic 
ritual enclosure and two Bronze Age barrows were found 
beneath the DMV and a possible Saxon moot shows continuity 
with the Late Saxon and Medieval village. 

The last paper, by Mark Taylor, described the comput- 
erisation of the Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) at 
Woodstock. The SMR is primarily used to check planning 
applications to see if any sites are threatened, so that a 
watching brief may be kept by the Oxford Archaeological Unit. 
It is also a research tool and an accessible public archive. 
Computerisation will not only make infonTlation retrieval a 
lot faster, it will make it more accessible to more people 
and will safeguard the existing manual record against des- 
truction by fire. 

The Conference ended on a rather gloomy note: changes 
in policy at Rewley House have resulted in the CBA9 gaining 
no financial benefit from the proceedings and future 
conferences will have to find a new venue. 

Janet Sharpe 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETIES IN THE U. K. 

The Adult Education Committee of the Council for 
British Archaeology (CBA) recently conducted a survey.of 
archaeological societies in this country and a resum of the 
results was published in British Archaeological News for 
May 1987. 

A questionnaire was sent to some 480 societies in late 
1985 and over 200 replies were received. An analysis of 
the number of societies founded per decade since 1840 
showeda marked increase in numbers of new societies 
during the 1960s and l970s (forming 20. 5% and 22. 6% of the 
total respectively) and an apparent decline in the l980s. 

It is estimated that over 100, 000 people belong to 
archaeological societies in the UK. The survey gave an 
average figure of 222 individual members per society, but 
societies founded in the mid 19th century have a substantially 
higher membership than those founded in more recent years. 
The average membership for a society founded in the 1960s 
is 146 - SOAG started in 1968 and has 140 members, par 
for the course. 

Membership mostly fell into the following categories: 
ordinary or individual, family or joint, student, junior, old 
age pensioner, institutional or corporate. Individual sub- 
scriptions ranged from £ 14. 90 to ZSp, with an average 
annual subscription of £3. 177 (SOAGs is £2. 50) and 62% of 
societies charging between £1. 00 and £4. 00. The benefits 
to the individual member tend to be related to the level of 
subscription. Only 33% of the societies have specific family 
or joint membership schemes and 29. 5% provide reduced 
rates for children, OAPs, etc. 

Some 39% of the societies publish a journal, 64% produce 
a newsletter and 28% publish both a journal and a newsletter. 
In addition, 44% produce other forms of publication such as 
guides, monographs, excavation/fieldwork reports, leaflets, 
postcards, etc. , and 5% produce audio-visual material. 
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Links with university extra-mural departments have 
been formed by 38% of the societies, 21. 6% have links with 
university departments, 20% with the Workers Educational 
Association (WEA), 70% with local museums and 61. 6% with 

a county archaeological unit or officer. Only 21% carry out 

training excavations, but 43. 7% undertake fieldwork/survey 
programmes with their members. Nearly all (91. 6%) 

provide talks/lectures for their members and 74% organise 
visits to sites of interest. A number of replies suggested 
that the CBA could help by providing a list of people 
available to give talks or lectures to local groups. 

The main purpose of the CBA survey was to obtain 
information on the role of societies in fostering interest in 
archaeological education at a formal or informal level. 
There seems to be a widespread need for clear guidelines 
to be available to local groups on setting up and managing 
archaeological societies, marketing and membership 
services. The CBA therefore recommend that a three-year 
project be set up to evaluate the needs of societies and to 
establish a programme of advisory publications, and also 
that a new award scheme be implemented for local societies 
on the basis. of excellence in working practice. We await 
these further developments with interest. 

/// . 
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NOSTALGIC HOME THOUGHTS FROM DOWN UNDER 

YYou joined WHAT in England?" 

"SOAG. 

TMSOAG? What's that? 

'It's the South Oxfordshire Archaeological Group. " 

'ARCHAEOLOGICAL GROUP? Didn't know you were 
interested in archaeology! 

When one comes to think about it, neither did we! Our 
involvement began when we had the opportunity of staying-. 
put in a house in an English village duriig our family three- 
year campervan adventure trip around the world. We didn't 
know a soul in the village, or even in Oxfordshire, so a kind 
friend suggested going to SOAG's New Year Party and before 
we could say 'Captain Cook' we were fully paid-up family 
members of SOAG even though, at that stage, we thought we 
were going to be in Oxfordshire for only three months. 

So, in spite of the incredibly cold weather (February 
and April 1986 were the coldest in living memory in Oxford- 
shire) we soon found ourselves attending many of the weekly 
SOAG sessions. We washed little scraps of what we were 
assured was Medieval pottery, carefully labelling each 
according to where it had been found, counted the pieces and 
bagged them up again - for posterity, perhaps? 

These working sessions were held in private homes and 
as well as enjoying ourselves we were gradually educated as 
to the various methods undertaken by archaeologists in 
England. In spite of its being perhaps the world's oldest 
continent, Australia has fostered very little in the way of 
archaeological research - by amateurs, at least. 

By the time the ground had thawed we were taken to see 
THE DIG at Newington. First, large sheets of plastic, now 
brittle after the extreme cold, had to be lifted off to reveal 
a square excavation perhaps 20 by 20 feet and about two feet 
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deep. "And now we must clean the dig", declared President 
Cynthia. So, down on our hands and knees, and being VERY 
CAREFUL, we scraped away the few weeds which had been 
brave enough to grow in the cold weather and removed 
minute pieces of the disintegrating plastic covering. Good 
archaeologists must keep a neat and tidy dig, we learnt! 

SOAG sessions could certainly boast of variety. Some 
days we walked backwards and forwards over ten metre 
squares (very carefully measured out) at Exiade Street 
amongst the uprising corn with our plastic bags hopefully 
open to receive anything that "looked as if it might be 
interesting". Other times we pushed and slashed through 
thick undergrowth and high stinging nettles about half a mile 
along on the other side of the road trying to be intelligent 
about the reasons for certain depressions in the general 
topography, and sketching what we saw. We learnt that to 
be a good archaeologist one must also replace any soil 
disturbed exactly as it was found. 

But it was mole hill kicking which really caught our 
fancy. Those little creatures, the moles, apparently the 
bane of many English gardeners but unknown to us from 
Australia, can unwittingly assist the archaeologist. Snugly 
clad in 'wellies' (we'd always called them 'gum boots' 
previously) against the mud and general dampness we hoped 
that some kindly mole might have brought to the surface 
some interesting Medieval relic which would, perhaps, save 
us from random digging (though it was never quite random, 
but painstakingly measured) of many three foot deep holes 
and then filling them up again. 

The well-attended monthly evening meetings brought 
many fascinating speakers and were pleasant opportunities 
to fraternise. With such a variety of activities available it 
seemed a pity that more of the members did not make more 
effort to involve themselves, literally, in sorne of the 
spade work. 

During our travels around England and Scotland, and 
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also on the Continent, we have visited as tourists many 
wonderful ancient sites which had been excavated by archaeo- 
logists - Orkney, Hadrian's Wall, Glanum in Provence the 
menhirs and dolmens in Brittany and many sites in Greece, 
Turkey and Hungary, but it was most interesting and re- 
warding to find out through SOAG some of the inside story of 
the methods of excavation and the reasoning which causes 
digging to be done in particular places. Move just a few 
feet in another direction and you might entirely miss s orne- 
thing important. 

Oh, to be in England . . . So, as well as improving 
our minds we enjoyed the company of fellow SOAGs and made 
many friends whom we miss now that we have left south 
Oxfordshire and are living in Perth, Western Australia 
again. We are pleased to be SOAG's first Southern Hemi- 
sphere member family, and hope to return again to England 
and to SOAG in the not-too-distant future. 

Joy, Ron and Sophie Hill, 
28A Keane Street, 
Peppermint Grove, 
Western Australia 6011. 
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NEW FLINT WORKING SITES IN SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE 
Tnt erirn R eport 

After several years of mainly Medieval work, SOAG has 
recently gone Prehistoric Beginning with the Acheulian 
handaxes found at Whitchurch (see SOAG Bulletin no.42 (1986) 
pp. 26-28) several different flint working sites have now been 
found, mostly near Whitchurch and Goring. These sites 
have been prolific in flakes but actual tools are rare: a pre- 
liminary examination of the Hardwick Road flints by Dr Derek 
Roe (Quaternary Research Centre, Pitt Rivers Museum, 
Oxford) suggests these represent Late Neolithic and/or 
Bronze Age working areas. This is particularly interesting 
as relatively few sites of this period were known in this part 
of Oxfordshire. 

Whitchurch 

Site 1: Hardwick Road 

The field at the corner of Hardwick Road and the road to 
Path Hill, formerly pasture, was ploughed and sown for 
cereal in the autumn of 1986. Only the perimeter of this 
field, to about 3 m from the hedges, was walked to avoid 
trampling the crop. There was a thick scatter of flakes, 
some blades, a possible hammer stone and one or two cores. 
Large waste flakes showed that suitable flint was abundant 
and had been used unsparingly. The paucity of tools and the 
numerous flakes suggested this was a working area only, but 
the presence of some pot boilers indicated that there may 
have been a short-term encampment. The north edge of the 
field immediately to the south (across the road) yielded a 
similar assemblage. There was very little pottery, none of 
it obviously contemporary with the flints. It is hoped to walk 
these fields in 20 m transects in autumn 1987. 

Site 2:'Lat e Mary W mf eid', Path Hill 

The field of this name lies north of the Hardwick Road 
field, near the Iron Age camp of Bozedown. The perimeter 



cf this field was also walked and showed a thick scatter of 
flakes. 

Site 3: Lower Hitch, Whitchurch Hill 

The owner of this site, SOAG member Joy Whitehead, 
had noticed that there was ridge and furrow in the pasture. 
This was to be ploughed and sown, so she drew the ridge and 
furrow and suggested that SOAG might fieldwalk it after 
ploughing. The central furrow was still visible with darker 
soil and, assuming that things would have tended to have 
been washed down into this, it was walked first. About half- 
way along a tanged Late Neolithic/Beaker arrowhead was 
found with several other flints, including two possible blades 
and a core. It was noted that this furrow lay on a terrace 
and more flints were found downhill. The field was then 
systematically fieldwalked in 20 m transects, running north.. 
to south along the line of the ridge and furrow. Few flints 
were found at the top of the field but there was a fairly dense 
scatter on the terrace and soil creep had provided a thinner 
scatter towards the bottom of the field to the south. A dark 
roundish patch of soil just north of a stand of trees seemed 
to have a slightly heavier scatter. 

Site 4: 'Oakdene', Whitchurch Hill 

Two struck flakes had been found by SOAG member 
Betty Hayter in a small area (about i ni square) of her 
garden while preparing the ground for a rockery. This area 
was then sieved and some 160 flints were recovered. It is 
worth noting that in 1943 a cremation pit and a piece of 
pottery dated c. 1500 BC by the Reading Museum were found 
close by, and may be associated with this site. 

Mrii1 fnrd 

Site 5: Moulsford Down 

Some earthworks (bank and ditch) were noted in a 
pasture on Moulsford Down, and one or two flakes were 
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found in mole hills. 

G org 
Site 6; Gatehampton Farm 

The dig at Gatehampton Farm (see article elsewhere in 
this Bulletin) yielded vast quantities of flints and a Neolithic 
flint quarry. It is interesting to note that many of these 
flints had a white patina and appeared very different to the 
black flints from the Hardwick Road although both sites lie 
on the river gravels. 

Site 7: Brunel Bridge Meadow 

A Mesolithic 'Thames axe? was found in a drainage 
ditch in this field by Mr Gutteridge, who brought it (and 
others) to show workers at the Gatehampton dig since it 
came from the adjoining field next to the river. It was not 
unlike the axe found by SOAG member Jean Allen in the dig 
its elf. 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 

CELTIC HEADS 

Inspired by Mary Kift's article in last year's Bulletin, 
SOAG has been 'collecting' Celtic heads. This gruesome 
occupation provided us with a winter project and we managed 
to record several, although 'Mary's head' is still the best 
one. The project remains open so if anyone sees a likely- 
looking head on their local travels please let us know. The 
following is a report of the heads located up to June 1987. 

Caversham 
A small head in Jurassic limestone, of Romano-C eltic 

date, was found at Priest Hill (near St Anne's Well). This 
head, which is 16 cm high, is crudely executed and slab-like, 
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Fig. 1. Romano-Celtic head from Caversham (16 cm high) 

Fig. 2. Romano-C eltic head from Woodcote (28 cm high) 

almost a bas-relief, with prominent eyes (Fig. 1). It is now 
in the Reading Museum (ref. 262-74). 
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Woodcote 

This is a much larger and well-sculpted head, 28 cm 
high, with typical protruding eyes, exaggerated lips and 
flattened nose. Folds of skin on the neck and the musculature 
at the back of the head have been carefully detailed (Fig. 2). 
This is of white oolitic limestone and was found at 40 Way- 
side, half buried in Mr Wigmore's garden. It is Romano- 
Celtic, probably ist to 2nd century AD, and is now in the 
Reading Museum (ref. 401-78). 

Whitchur ch 

A small head is still in position above the south porch of 
St Mary's Church. It was noted by Canon Slatter in his 
History of the Parish of Whitchurch at the turn of the century: 
"The porch . . . had decayed . and was taken down 
revealing a rudely-carved face set into the wall . . ". This 
head has Romano-C eltic characteristics but may be an early 
Norman development in the 'Celtic head' tradition. 

Tidmarsh 
This head is an integral part of the early Norman arch 

over the south door and is included to show how the Celtic 
head theme was adopted by the Normans and incorporated 
into their own decorative style. 

This is another "curious reversion to an earlier type - 
a strange face" (Keith Poste, History of St Mary the Virgn, 
1976) and consists of a slab carved in the south Norman 
doorway (1150-70). 

Aldermaston 
This head has a Viking look with its droopy moustache. 

It is over a blocked north door inside the church but we have 
been unable to find any reference to it in the literature. It is 
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of limestone and not in very good condition. 

Abin gdon 

The Abingdon Museum has a head with three faces. 
Sculpted heads like these were made by the Celts in Roman 
times, and several have been found in Britain. The triple 
aspect of these heads apparently held a special religious 
significance for the Celts (Anne Ross, Everyday Life of the gÇelts, 1970). The provenance of the Abingdon head is 
unknown.. It is 32. 5 cm high and 18 cm wide. Our thanks 
are due to Nancy Hood, the Curator, for her help. 

West Challow 

'Mary's head', now in a garden at Seaton, Devon, has 
aroused the experts' interest. Dr Anne Ross describes it as 
'one of the finest' and Dr Miranda Green has shown a keen 
interest. We now know that it came originally from West 
Challow, near Wantage. (See Mary Kift's article in SOAG 
Bulletin no.42 (1986) pp.28-30.) 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 

GATEHAMPTON FARM. GORING 

A new water pipeline, to be laid parallel to the railway 
at Gatehampton Farm, brought us a 'rescue dig' when the 
Oxford Archaeological Unit invited us to help. Altogether 
20 SOAG members worked at the excavation during June 1987, 
for the whole time the dig was taking place. Tim Allen (OAU) 
was the Director. 

The site lies on the river gravels close to the Thames, 
with only one water meadow between it and the river, and 
consists mainly of sand and sandy barns. The topsoil in the 
trench was removed by machine to a depth of about two feet. 
This revealed the scrape of a chalky wall at one point, so the 
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trench was extended here to expose the remains of a small 
building - thought at first to be a Roman temple but later 
shown to be a Roman corndryer. 

Starting at the north end of. the main trench, which was 
about 7 m wide, the first feature was a deep Early Iron Age 
boundary ditch, about 2. 2 m deep. The layers of silting 
showed up very well in different colours of brown sand; the 
absence of silt in the bottom suggested it had been a dry 
ditch.. There was an Iron Age crouched burial about halfway 
down. This ditch is visible in aerial photographs as con- 
tinuing beyond the railway; a Late Iron Age pot was found at 
the top. Undisturbed yellow sand on the river side suggested 
pasture, in contrast to a mixed flinty soil on the other side 
which appears to have been ploughsoil, and which contained 
both Iron Age and Roman pottery. A band of smallish flints 
between the ditch and the ploughsoil was interpreted as an 
ancient hedge line. 

The most remarkable visual featurè was the corndryer, 
south of the ditch, which was excavated by SOAGmembers. 
The building was very small and T-shaped, orientated north- 
west to southeast along its long axis. It did look like a 
temple to begin with but there were no coins or 'offerings' 
(except for a few calf bones and a pig's jaw, in the central 
area). As it took shape we realised that it was a corndryer, 
the stem of the T forming a stoke-hole with signs of burning 
(Fig. 1). The two side chambers are interesting and do not 
usually occur with these buildings - they may have been 
grain stores. A tumble of tiles (very large and heavy, of 
red clay and some fired blue) in the stoke-hole was removed 
to reveal layers of thick ash on a hard-baked base; there 
was a step down into it where it joined the main building, 
which was constructed of clunch (chalk) blocks with yellow 
clay to bind them. 

There were a few pieces of Roman pot in this building 
and a nice Roman pot base was found just outside the north 
wall. Two other interesting finds just outside the building 
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Fig. 1. Plan of corndryer (not to scale) 

co flint 
tile 

,, chalk/clay 

were a large forged iron S-hook and a child's decorated 
bronze bracelet. Various struck flints were also found, and 
there were large red tile-like slabs (at the top of the T) 
which had been used as bricks for the flue arch. They were 
about 12'x 18"x 2" and very heavy to lift. There was also a 
great deal of blackened sand and charcoal outside to the 
north, perhaps representing an ash dump, and a burnt strip 
across indicating a burnt beam or fencing post. 

Adjoining the corndryer was a mound sealing the Neo- 
lithic topsoil and this area contained several hundred struck 
flints and some hearths (charcoal patches). To the south of 
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this a collection of amorphous holes and pits suggested the 
position of Neolithic trees; one large shallow pit with a flat 
base may, however, be an Anglo-Saxon grubenhaus as some 
postholes were situated round it and it contained domestic 
rubbish such as bones and late Roman pottery. 

The next feature of consequence was a large ring-ditch 
enclosing a Bronze Age barrow, most of which lay undis- 
turbed under the barley crop. This ditch produced flints and 
flint-tempered pottery, and potsherds also came from Roman 
pits within the ring-ditch. The ancient ground surface was 
visible here. 

Just beyond this ditch a gully was found which contained 
lumps of an iron-like substance at one point, which are still 
being investigated. 

The soil becomes more gravelly towards the south end 
of the trench where it reaches the edge of the gravel terrace, 
with more pits full of flints. These included a splendid 
Mesolithic axe, actually found in situ in a pit (Fig. 2a). This 
axe is similar to the Thames Valley axe found previously 
(by Mr Gutteridge) in a gully in the adjacent meadow (Fig. 2b). 
Also it is not unlike the specimen in the Reading Museum 
from nearby Gatehampton Farm. 

Near the axe pit was a large burnt area, again abounding 
with flints and burnt flints, and in the same area were 
several oval Neolithic pits. 

South of these was a deep ditch which constantly flooded, 
possibly a Roman enclosure ditch associated with the villa 
across the river which was destroyed when the r.ailway was 
built. On the very edge of the gravel terrace, beyond this 
ditch, was a roughly circular flint quarry which contained 
some long blades of Early to Mid Neolithic type. Just to the 
north of this was another charcoally area and a Neolithic pit 
with flint, bone and one or two potsherds. 

To summarise: starting from the southern end by the 
river we have a Mesolithic and Neolithic presence on the 
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Fig. 2. a) Mesolithic axe from pit b) Thames Valley axe from 
adjacent field 



edge of the gravel terrace with flint-working, possibly using 
the gravel flint in this area. There are also signs of tree 
clearance in the Neolithic. The Bronze Age is indicated by 
the barrow, one of several in a barrow cemetery shown on 
aerial photographs. The Early Iron Age is represented at 
the north end of the trench by the large boundary ditch, 
apparently separating arable land from pasture. The Roman 
period is shown by the enclosure ditch and especially by the 
corndryer, both probably associated with a trackway just the 
other side of the railway line (seen as a crop mark) and the 
villa across the river. Finally, there is a possible Saxon 
presence in the form of a grubenhaus. 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 

LOCAL FIELD NAMES 

A recent SOAG Messenger mentioned that the Oxford 
County Museum needed a lot more information on old fiejd 
names. They have, in fact, got a great many from 
Checkendon and Mapledurham, two parishes already surveyed 
by SOAG members. It may be of interest to readers if a few 
of the more interesting are mentioned in a short article. 

Before proceeding, it is worth noting that field names 
ending with an 's' often mean that the s should have had an 
apostrophe before it - never used in past times. Thus 
Bullocs Ground (in Mapledurham) means the ground owned or 
rented by Gilbert Bulloc who was farming it in 1281. There 
were, in fact, Bullocs or Bullocks in Caversham at an early 
date, and there is still a well-known farming family of that 
name at South Stoke. 

Three field names in Mapledurham are of interest. One 
is Drovers Field named after a Reading barber, John Drover, 
who had land and a tenement (dwelling) in the region of Bottom 
Farm in 1451. He farmed two virgates of land, had three 
acres of meadow and half an acre of wood and a curiosity of 
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the lease was that it had the official seal of the town of 
Reading, for the document ends: ". 

. and because my seal 
is unknown to most I have caused the official seal of the 
Mayor of the town of Redyng to be affixed to thi". 

The second name belonged to a group of fields which lay 
on the Thames side of Jackson's Lane (the Pack Horse pub is 
nearby). In 1255 they were granted to William Page by 
Geoffrey de Chausey for a rental of thirteen shillings and four 
pence per annum to be paid half yearly at the Feasts of St 
Mary (March) and St Egidius (September). On the Tithe 
Award map of 1841 there are still three fields shown as 
Round Pages, Square Pages and Great Pages, thirty-one 
acres in all and roughly comprising a virgate of land (a 
virgate is slightly different in size in various parts of the 
country). Pages Shaw is still marked on the OS map and a 
hedge on the north side of it has an average of nine different 
specie of trees and shrubs and is clearly old. 

Gallows or Galley Field (now Woodcote Way, Caversham) 
was once one of the original fields of Chazey Manor. On 
Collier's map of 1720 Great and Little Galley fields are 
marked but in 1841 the Tithe Award lists the area as Great 
Gallows field. There is a belief that gallows were erect ed 
in the vicinity on which a murderer or murderers werle 
hanged for the death of John Blagrave, a farmer who f!ived a 
short distance away. He was found dead nearby in 1723, so 
perhaps the name was changed after this incident. It is 
possible that this area, which may have been part of the 
great heath at Chazey, was once used to rest pack horses. 
These sturdy animals were known as 'galleys' and a pack 
horse way almost certainly went across this heath land. 

In Checkendon there is a field called Barley Close. I 
have included it, not because of its antiquity, but to show how 
fieldwalking can often tie up with information in old docu- 
ments and maps. In a terrier dated 1805 comes the following: 
u Barley Close has three small oaks on the south and one 
small oak and three elms on the east'. We walked the edges 
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of this field and our search was rewarded for we found two 
large oaks and the stump of a third on the south side but no 
elms or the oak on the eastern fringe. This field was 
bounded by an ancient hedge on the south with an average of 
ten species, including spindle, and bordered a very old lane. 

Edmunds Ground is first recorded in 1493 when Samuel 
Edmund is mentioned in a will. By 1666 the name was spelt 
Emans, when Thomas Emans was listed in a rental of 
Checkendon Manor. This land was divided into furlongs and 
these were all named: Berrefêld, Herne furlong, Won furlong, 
Long furlong, Lok furlong and Hegg furlong. Today this area 
is built over and private houses all have gardens at the back 
ending in these old strips and used as paddocks for ponies. 
All are clearly marked on both the Tithe Award and OS maps. 

An old map belonging to Checkendon tenant farmer Moses 
Dodd, with the date 1863, helps with Pound Pig Tithe or 
Pound Close as it was sometimes called, for it marks clearly 
the village pound. Today all that shows is a dense patch of 
scrub, tall weeds and bushes where once straying animals 
were penned in. 

Back to people again. Bodys Park was a field belonging 
to the Body or Boty family. In 1342 Robert had three strips 
in the open fields - only half an acre each. Two wills in 
1582 and 1584 show the family fortunes had improved, and a 
Hearth Tax return in 1665 shows that Robert Body had three 
hearths which is more than average. Could it be that this 
gentleman had reached even greater heights and felt he owned 
a 'parkT? Or did the locals give this name to his land as a 
nickname? 

Stockings is an old name and is often used to denote land 
cleared of trees. Le Stockinge Feude was a Checkendon field 
of twelve acres (1564) but its name clearly showed it had once 
been covered with trees. By 1744 it had once again become 
a wood, with the same name. In 1841 it had been cleared and 
turned back to farmland, and was larger by six acres. Today 
the same area is part arable, part wood. Clearly this piece 
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of land has seen several changes. 

Finally, a Caversham field - Balmayers or Balmores. 
A local saying runs: ". 

. Balmayers field ran blood". In 
the fight for Caversham Bridge on 20 April 1643, a fierce 
skirmish took place and it was reputed that soldiers were 
slain in this area. Stand in St Martin's Precinct facing the 
main road and look up to the right. On that green hill (now a 
public park) Royalists and Parliamentarians are supposed to 
have clashed in an effort to take or retain the vital river 
crossing. At that time Caversham was an Oxfordshire 
village, not coming into the Borough of Reading until 1911. 

Mary Kift. 

HAMMONDS WOOD, CHECKENDON 

This is probably the oldest documented wood in Checken- 
don. Its name is taken from the Hawman family who were 
granted land in Checkendon in the 14th century. The wood 
was then called Hawmannys grove and was held by John 
Hawman in 1383 (1), when common of pasture was allowed to 
Walter Garstone and Thomas Broune for all their beasts and 
pigs with the exception of oxen and cows in the wood. At this 
time pasture in the woods was very important; it was a period 
of expanding population and every available acre of open land 
was being used for arable. It is possible that the strip 
lynchets on the side of the valley above Bottom Farm were 
made at this time to provide more arable. 

The result of this demand for arable was that pasture 
was at a premium and so the woods were used. In the 
Oxfordshire Chilterns pollarding does not seem to have been 
practised to any great extent and the coppices provided the 
pasture. The system seems to have been that the coppices 
would be opened to animals after seven or more years after 
cutting, so that the minimum of damage would be done. The 
banks and ditches that we see in the woods often delineated 
the coppices and during those s even years would be sur- 
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mounted by some form of fencing, probably hurdles, which 
would be removed when the animals were admitted. 

Walter Garstone and Thomas Broune were also allowed 
housbote and heybote. The housbote would consist of timber 
for the house frame and beams, if they needed replacing, 
and coppice poles and rods for supporting the thatch and for 
wattle and daub. Heybote was the wood for fencing which 
was obtained from the coppices; strangely, they were not 
allowed firebote but presumably they had another source of 
firewood - possibly from the shaws that separated their 
fields. 

In 1387 John Hawman and his son Nicholas granted the 
wood to William Harlyngrugge (2); this is of interest as there 
is a feet or fine of the same period where William Harlyn- 
grugge is granting land and a house to a William Grace who 
is to perform certain services (3). These include five car.t 
loads of 'buche and bowes' (probably beech and bowes but this 
is debatable) to be drawn by four horses annually from the 
wood of William Harlyngrugge - were these Hammonds 
Woods? Another charter mentions the woods of John Harman 
as being 18 acres in extent (4). 

No more is known about Hammonds Woods until a terrier 
of 1635 when 'Hamons Wood' formed a boundary to one of the 
strips (5). A note in an indenture of 1744 stated that 
'Hammonds Wood or Coppice' had an extent of 28 acres, two 
rods -and 38 perches (6). This is at least.ten acres more 
than--the old-measurement (allowing for the difference in size 
of acres) and there is no doubt that in the Medieval périod 
the woods were at their smallest size due to the demand for 
arable land. The fact of it being called a coppice means 
what it says - documents of earlier times were very exact 
in their description of types of land. In 1744 the firewood 
trade with London was in full swing and the Thames provided 
the highway for quantities of bavins, faggots and billet in 
barges. These, apart from household use, were us-ed for all 
sorts of industries, including glass making and brick kiins 
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for the many houses being built at this period. (Coal did not 
start to arrive in any quantity until the canals and, particu- 
larly, the railways were built. )As a result of this demand 
the number and size of coppices in the Oxfordshire Chilterns 
were increasing and it is possible that 1-lammonds Wood 
expanded around this time. 

An auction catalogue of 1801 (7) - the auction being held 
at the Red Lion at Henley - describes the wood as having 
'27 acres 2 rods 23 perches and underwood of 4 acres 17 
perches and being capital beech and oak woodland . . . with 
a plentiful stock of prime tellers, young plants and under- 
wood1. As there were so many young trees at this time it 
seems likely that the wood was in transition, partly at least, 
from coppice to high timber. This seems to be borne out by 
the Tithe Award of 1841, where Hammonds Wood was des- 
cribed as a beech wood of 31 acres 3 rods, with 1 rod 26 
perches of underwood. One questions the strict accuracy of 
this as there is much more old 'underwood' than that now. 
In the 19th century there was a great demand for beech 
timber for furniture making, High Wycombe becoming the 
centre of the industry. 

A recent examination of Hammonds Wood shows it is 
mainly beech with some oak trees and an undergrowth of 
holly. It is a fairly open wood with 'ancient wood indicators' 
in profusion (8); also present is an area of very old mixed 
coppice with beech, hazel, ash, maple and willow stools of a 
large size. An area of pure hazel has been cut and the poles 
were stacked ready for removal; this was next to a patch of 
hazel of one year's growth. The path on the southern side of 
the wood has a large parish boundary bank on one side. Very 
old wide banks edge the wood and there are various internal 
banks that probably edged the old coppice areas. 

The various demands of the day govern the nature of the 
woods, and often remnants of coppices can be found as you 
walk through them. 
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Glos sary 

Bavins - faggots 3 ft long and 2 ft in circumference 
Billet - logs of wood 3 ft 4 in long and roughly 10 in in 

diameter (these would fit on the andirons or firedogs 
of the old large fireplaces) 

Botes - the right to take various forms of wood 
Coppice - an area of stools used for cutting poles 
Faggot - a bundle of twiggy wood (could be of any size) 
High timber - trees grown close together to draw upwards 

and so produce a long trunk 
Poles - tall shoots from stools 
Pollard - a tree cut off at approx. 6-8 ft making a high stool 

so as to prevent animal damage 
Stool - stump base of a coppice tree 
Tellers - young trees or saplings 
Underwood - mostly the same as coppice 

1D...1- T 



AN ANCIENT BOUNDARY-MARKER OF OXFORDSHIRE 
COUNTY 

Until February 1987, only the top of a large sarsen stone 
could be seen by Goring Bridge, in the bank on the Streatley 
side of the Thames, alongside the post of the Swan Hotel 
signboard. At that time, contractors were setting about 
enlarging the premises of the hotel and the approach from 
Goring Bridge was widened on the north side in order to 
allow better visibility for vehicles entering or leaving the 
hotel yard. Our sarsen was in the way but the danger of its 
being broken up or otherwise got rid of was averted just in 
time. And so, at the end of February, it was pulled out in 
one piece with great care and placed temporarily in the hotel 
yard. It is hoped later to incorporate it in a landscaped area 
nearby, with a suitable inscription. This stone is roughly 
triangular in shape and is some six feet long, five feet wide 
and two feet thick. 

In this area of chalk and gravel, this very large boulder 
looks like a foreign intruder. But it is not. Sarsen, a hard 
sandstone, was originally formed on top of the local chalk 
where silica flowed in certainpiaces into a layer of softer 
sand. The chalk later became what is now the Berkshire 
Downs and, when the Ice Age ended, our sarsen may have 
slipped gradually downhill as the sand below it weathered 
away. 

The ancient Ridgeway track, which for many centuries 
led from East Anglia to the west country by way of Streatley, 
had to cross the Thames; early man may have dragged this 
stone into position to overlook one of the fords, at the point 
where the bridge now stands. Perhaps it wás regarded by 
the superstitious as a source of good luck when crossing the 
river; a sarsen at Peppard Common is still said by children 
to be a 'wishing stone' and sars ens were of course also used 
in building Stonehenge and other ritual stone circles. We 
may, however, be more certain that the considerable size 
of our stone also fitted it for more mundane uses such as an 
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anchorage in ferrying or in constructing fish traps or weirs. 

The paved Roman 'streett of Str eatley eased travel for 
wayfarers; Roman coins and pottery have been found in the 
vicinity, but we have no clear picture of the situation then. 
Our stone is said by some to have been a Roman milestone. 

A fanciful local legend maintains that the sarsen stones 
in Streatley were 'thrown here in anger by the giants of 
Aldworth', three miles away over the hill. The word 'sarsen' 
means Saracen, i. e. pagan, outlandish, foreign or heathen. 
So it would appear that the name we give to these stones dates 
from the time of the Crusades. 

The unhewn sars ens of Avebury are similar in shape to 
the one by the Swan Hotel; they stand in a vertical position. 
Such stones were often pushed over or broken up by church- 
men, who regarded them as unpleasant and unacceptable 
survivors of paganism as their name indeed implies. 

In the Middle Ages, the watermill at Streatley was owned 
by the Augustinian prioress es of Goring. And so it was 
included in the parish of Goring, and our sarsen became a 
marker of the boundary of Oxfordshire county where it takes 
in this small 'detached' area to the west of the river, as may 
be seen on the large scale OS map. One can stand inside the 
lounge of the Swan Hotel, with one foot in Berkshire and one 
foot in Oxfordshire. 

Other sars ens may be seen at Streatley. One is very 
near, just across the road, outside Mill House (but was 
moved to that position from elsewhere, some years ago). 
Another is on the corner of Dr Dixey's house, opposite the 
Bull Hotel. A fourth is at the back of the Swan Hotel, in 
Church Lane. Some acted as boundary markers, or pro- 
tected property from damage by waggons carelessly turning 
street corners. Wherever possible, old boundary-marker 
stones should be left in position. Moving them destroys 
much of their historical interest and archaeological value. 
But at least we now know that the stone by the Swan Hotel is 
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much larger than was previously suspected, and it will look 
impressive when it is placed in its new position. 

John Westwood 

(The above article was previously published in the Str eaty 
parish Magazine for May 1987.) 

A FUTURE FOR THE PAST 

' , 

/ J ir ti 1J 
Towards the end of the 18th century an elegant mansion 

was built on an eminence between the village of Tilehurst 
and the growing town of Reading. Set in gracious parkiand, 
it commanded extensive views across the Kennet Valley 
towards Hampshire and itself was a focal point when viewed 
from the opposite direction. Its residents were successively 
the well-known Reading families of the Kendricks, the 
Liebenroods and the Fidlers. In 1901 the house and park 
were acquired by the Borough of Reading. 

At first it enjoyed a cheerful, if rather less than dignified, 
life as a tearoom, when a day in Prospect Park was a 
favourite outing for Reading families. As tastes grew more 
sophisticated it gradually fell into such a state of neglect that 
by the 1980s it was unsafe to use even as a changing room 
and gardenersT shelter, to which lowly purposes it had finally 
sunk. 

Meanwhile in Reading the Museum and Art Gallery, 
opened in the latter half of the 19th century, had increased 
and expanded its collections but not its size. The Silchester 
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collection, nationally famed, rightly occupies pride of place. 
Most exhibits, however, are never or rarely seen. The Art 
Gallery's topographical collection throws a light on early 
19th century Reading such as a verbal description never 
could. How many SOAGs know that Reading possesses the 
only complete facsimile of the Bayeux Tapestry, and of those 
who do, how many have actually seen it? Reading Abbeyt s 
ruins have been too cannibalised by its inhabitants over the 
years to give a true impression of what this great royal abbey 
was really like, but the museum has pieces which give a far 
better idea of its splendour and activities. 

Now, rather than have the mansion house converted and 
enlarged into yet another office block or else simply demo- 
lished, Reading Borough Council, prodded by the town's Civic 
Society, has agreed to restore it to house some of these 
exhibits that are rarely seen. One room, it is suggested, 
should be devoted to the 230 feet by 20 inches Bayeux Tapestry. 
The house would also become an active arts centre. 

Money, of course, is the problem. The Borough Council 
is setting aside over a million pounds for rehabilitation work 
but another million is required. The aim is to raise this by 
a massive public appeal. It is a huge challenge to accept but 
already the Civic Society, with the support of other bodies, 
has setthe ball rolling. If someone should ask you for a 
contribution, just ask yourself, when did you last see the 
Bayeux Tapestry? 

Molly Casey 

DANEBURY REVISITED 

On 1 August 1987 a party of 41 from the Alton History 
and Archaeology Society and the Petersfield Historical 
Society (and the Sharpe family from SOAG) went by coach to 
the new Museum of the Iron Age at Andover and thence to 
Dan ebury Ring itself, stopping off at the Peat Spade pub at 



Longstock for lunch. 

The Museum is well worth a visit (entrance 8Op) and 
houses the Andover historical collections as well as the 
Museum of the Iron Age - this is a splendid exhibition, com- 
bining models and reconstructions with more conventional 
museum displays. You enter past a life-like reconstruction 
of a Celtic warrior ('Does he walk?', asked Rachel) then 
through a 'section' of the ramparts. The route also goes 
through the 'inside' of a roundhouse. It is interesting to note 
that not all the houses have been interpreted on the Buts er 
model (cf. the Pimperne House) - at Danebury the two main 
types were seen as either a beehive-like construction with 
thin posts for the walls continuing upwards and bent over to 
meet in the centre, the whole being interwoven with wattles 
and oresumably thatched/daubed with mud, or as having.walls 
of wedge-shaped planks set in a foundation trench and a 
separate conical thatched roof. Other exhibits include models 
of granaries (the 'four- to six-post structures' referred to in 
the literature, here seen as hurdle-built structures on posts 
similar to ones still used in the Danube region of Romania) 
and a full-size reconstruction of a vertical warp-weighted 
loom. The museum paints a fascinating picture of life in an 
Iron Age settlement. 

On to Danebury itself where we were met by Anna, a 
Hampshire County Council ranger, who took us roundthe site 
and gave us a general introduction before pointing out salient 
features. The site is owned by the HCC and is run as an SSSI. 
Until recently it was kept as a 'low profile' site, visited only 
by a handful of people and generally unknown, but since the 
opening of the new museum and the publication of Barry 
Cunliffe's book it has been more.widely advertised. A super 
new kiosk selling refreshments and housing loos was built 
this spring at the beginning of the trail. To prevent visitor 
damage to fragile downiand vegetation by trampling, the trail 
has been re-routed across regenerated downiand that is not 
so ecologically important. As a result the original downiand is 
recovering slowly and earlier this year was covered in orchids. 



The 1987 dig - and this may well be the last after 18 
years - was to commence on the 2nd or 3rd August, to dig 
some trenches near the trig, point outside the ramparts to 
investigate various thumps and bumps' or minor banks and 
ditches outlying the main hilifort. They were also to extend 
last year's excavation at a point just inside the ramparts, 
where chalk was quarried to heighten the ramparts when the 
original box construction and timber face were replaced by a 
glacis slope. Here the topsoil was two to three feet deep and 
underlying features were well preserved - there were 
several storage pits in the small area still exposed, and black 
plastic sheeting covered the outline of a small roundhouse 
with four large postholes forming a square and marking the 
entrance, and shown by leaf-filled depressions in the plastic. 
It is interesting to reflect that very little in the way of houses 
or granaries has been found in the middle of the hilifort - 
this has been ascribed to the use of the ramparts to provide 
shelter, but in the middle the topsoil is very thin and any 
remains may have weathered away. 

The ramparts are impressive by their shere height, and 
the entrance defences are amazing - two gates, separated 
by an enclosure into which ran a 'tongue' of rampart acting 
as a 'command post' from which attackers could be repelled 
or killed with sling shot. A cache of some 11,000 sling 
stones was found near the entrance, and a skilled sling shot 
had a lethal range of 60 m. 

The ancient track to the hiilfort is still visible as a 
straigFt line of darker green vegetation across the grassland; 
this was found to consist of a hard chalk core with a ditch 
either side. The field next to this track yielded many coins 
when it was fieldwalked after ploughing (it has since reverted 
to pasture) and it is thought there may have been a temple or 
shrine in the vicinity. 

A certain proportion of the hilifort is deliberately being 
left undug, to permit investigation at a later date when tech- 
niques are more advanced - such areas have been left 
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adjacent to excavated areas and will presumably hold much 
the same sort of evidence (e. g. storage pits), so that results 
can be directly compared. 

Janet Sharpe 

TARR STEPS, EXMOOR 

I spent an enjoyable week near Exmoor at the end of July 
when I visited the Tarr Steps, which was most interesting, 
near the village of Hawkesridge and six miles from Dulverton. 

The swift flowing river Bane is crossed here by the 
ancient footbridge known as the Tarr Steps. The river here 
is only two feet deep and the lane which descends from the 
moor into the valley crosses it by a shallow ford. The bridge 
consists of huge flat blocks of unhewn stone, put together 
without any bonding and held in place by their own weight. 
Eighteen piers support the footpath, and the largest of the 
flat stones is 8'6" long by 5 wide. The whole bridge is 180 
from end to end. 

Tarn Steps may date from the Bronze Age, it is thought. 
Two ancient ridgeways, possibly 5000 years old, are linked 
by this river crossing. The bridge has been damaged twice, 
but the Somerset Archaeological Society enlisted help to 
carefully rebuild it into its original position. 

I also visited Culbourne church, the smallest complete 
church in England, which is accessible on foot only through 
a woodland walk near Porlock. 

K. M. Brewer 
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CARNAC, BRITTANY 

At the end of June 1987, while we were caravanning at 
Conleau near Vannes in southern Brittany, we were lucky 
enough to visit the Menec lines at Carnac. The Menec lines 
are 1 km long and loo m across, and consist of rows of 
menhirs or standing stones. There are 1009 menhirs in all, 
and the tallest of these is 4 m high. They begin with a semi- 
circle of 70 stones partly surrounding the village of Menac. 
We found the lines most interesting, and not commercialised 
like some of our historical monuments. 

We then visited the St Michel tumulus which stands 
nearby. This is a mound of earth and stones covering several 
megalithic burial chambers; it is 120 m long and 12 m high. 
Most of the finds from this mound are now in the local 
museum, which we hope to visit next year. From the top of 
the mound the lines can be seen and there is a chapel to St 
Michael with walls covered with recent (1960) paintings. A 
small calvary with sculptured figures stands alongside the 
chapel and the views of the megalithic remains and coast 
lines are quite spectacular. 

Ann Hitchman 

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF FRE EN TARDENOIS 

Excavations at the late Tardenoisian (Mesolithic) sites at 
Fre en Tardenois are directed by Dr J. -G. Rozoy, the well- 
known French archaeologist who, with a friend M. R. Parent, 
has explored the area for over 30 years. In the summer of 
1987 I was privileged to be able to dig with Dr and Mme Rozoy. 

The sites are in the Ardennes forests, which lie to the 
east of Paris on the Belgian border and stretch for many miles 
southwards. Our particular site was 27 km south of Soissons 
(of World War I fame), just north of the little town of Fre en 
Tardenois. There are Mesolithic sites scattered all over the 
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area and one can pick up worked flints from the ground sur- 
face. The site of Alle Tortue lies in the forest of Nesles, 
which provided the Chateau du Nesles with a hunting chase. 
It is the later of the only two known sites representing the last 
phase of the Tardenoisian culture. At 125 m above sea level, 
it lies on sandy sedimentary rocks; under the forest humus 
the soil consists of silvery-grey sand becoming pink below 
and containing patches of black podsol. 

The site is laid out in metre squares (relating to the local 
grid) and 5 m quadrants 10 cm deep are trowelled down at a 
time. All tools, and pottery of a later date, are recorded 
with three co-ordinates. The spoil is sieved for spalls, etc. 

The finds consist of numerous blades and bladelets of 
different sorts, a few flakes, microliths, occasional borers, 
some scrapers, trapezoidal arrowheads (both left- and right- 
handed!), cores, triangular arrowheads and truncated blades. 

There is also a special type of blade peculiar to the district 
known as a montbani', which has a semi-circular retouched 
notch or notches, probably for scraping arrow shafts (Fig. 1). 

C 

Fig. 1. Worked flints from Alle Tortue. A) Scraper; 
B) Trapezoidal arrowhead; C) Scalene' arrowhead; 
D) Montbani blade. 
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At present the Rozoys have about 15, 500 finds. There are 
also areas of burnt stones which suggest hearths. The whole 
site is very rich in finds, which are often found lijing on the 
surface among the heather and scrub. There is also some 
coarse reddish-.brown pottery in the upper levels (at 18-20 
cm) which is post-Mesolithic - its date is unknown at present. 
The Tardenoisian horizon lies at 25 cm 

Dr Rozoy took us round the immediate vicinity of Allée 
Tortue to show us about 12 other sites, mostly adjoining each 
other. Trial holes had been dug in these sites. 

Further afield were other sites such as La Chambre des 
Fies and La Sablonnière de Coincy, with incredible wind- 
worn sandy rocks towering in fantastic shapes out of the silver 
sand; and reached after a stiff climb up the wooded hillside. 
There were Mesolithic flints to be found along the tracks and 
under rocks. 

A visit to the veteran M. Parent was made when he kindly 
showed us his magnificent flint collection, made over the 
years and including everything from enormous 'axes' down to 
the finest microliths. One piece was of particular interest: 
a Mesolithic 'hatchet' which, although of grey flint, bore a 
decided resemblance to those found at Goring and known as 
'Thames axes' (see article on p. 23). He also had an arrow- 
head similar to the one found in Lower Hitch field (see p. 19), 
which he considered to be rare. He also showed us aerial 
photographs of the vicinity which included a Roman villa and 
road. 

Our camp consisted mainly of about 20 young French 
students (and others). The Alle Tortue is an oak-lined 
track through the beautiful chase belonging to the chateau of 
Ann Montmorency (a man!); the magnificent old oaks and pines 
were planted mostly in the 16th and 17th centuries. We had 
splendid French food - and masses of it. Breakfast (con- 
tinental) was at 8. 30 am, we worked from 9. 00 am to 12. 30 
pm and then had a four-course lunch, resuming work at 1.30 
until 6. 00 pm, with a tea-break at 4. 00 pm. A wild rush and 
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much banging of car doors took us to the local sports centre 
for hot 'douches' - showers - and then back by 7. 00 pm for 
supper, again four courses. We were also able to gò field- 
walking and visited two marvellous ruined 12th century 
castles. 

The Rozoys are to be congratulated on their dedication 
to the work of recording these sites, which are frequently 
threatened by the diggers of sand and other entrepreneurs, 
who have no interest in archaeology. Dr Rozoy writes up the 
results himself and his wife prepares the illustrations. He 
has just had two illustrated volumes published: 'Les Celts en 
Champagne', the latest of about a dozen archaeological works. 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 

Neolithic and Early Bronze Age Pottery by Alex Gibson is a 
fairly recent addition to the Shire Archaeology series (Shire 
Publications, £2. 50). 

This is an excellent little book. The author obtained his 
PhD in 1981 on a study of pottery from Beaker domestic sites 
and has since had many articles published on prehistoric 
pottery. He is well-qualified to write this book, which is 
offered as a guide to the pottery styles in Britain during the 
period from 4000-1000 bc (he also explains the difference 
between 'bc' or radiocarbon years and 'BC' or calendar years, 
a source of confusion to many). There is a useful glossary 
and an illustrated guide to the terms used in pottery descrip- 
tion. 

Beginning with the Early Neolithic, the first pots to reach 
the British Isles were the simple undecorated round-bottomed 
cups and bowls which were originally labelled Windmill Hill 
ware by Piggott in 1931, but have since been divided into 
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regional forms. The earliest dated pottery is Grimston- 
Lyles Hill ware which started around 3500 bc (in radiocarbon 
years; this is more than 4000 BC in calendar years) and may 
have remained in use for a thousand years. This type is part 
of a larger western European tradition, and is widely distrib- 
uted in Britain from Caithness to East Anglia. The fabric is 
remarkably good and frequently burnished. There are several 
regional variants of this early tradition. There were also 
local styles in the south and west of England, including 
Hembury ware (from about 3300 bc), characterised by hori- 
zontally perforated lugs, and made from gabbroic clay from 
the Lizard peninsula in Cornwall and traded in large quan- 
tities as far as Wessex and beyond. Another local style was 
Windmill Hill ware proper in the south and west, with simple 
baggy' shapes and later showing simple decoration in the 

form of small dots or short incisions immediately below the 
rim. The appearance of this decoration coincides with that of 
a southern decorated bowl tradition of similar form which has 
three main regional varieties: Abingdon (after the pottery 
from the causewayed enclosure on the Thames gravels), 
Mildenhall (East Anglia) and Whitehawk (Brighton). 

From the middle of the third millennium bc there was an 
increase in the amount of decorated pottery and in the abun- 
dance of decoration. These Later Neolithic pots fall into two 
traditions: impressed ware and grooved ware. The former 
was originally labelled Peterborough ware, now divided into 
three main styles - Ebbsfleet, Mortlake and F engate - in 
the south and southeast, and northern styles from Yorkshire, 
Northumberland and Scotland. The Mortlake style is one of 
the more elaborate, with impressions made by cords, bird 
bones, sticks and fingernails. The form of the Fengate style 
is an exact prototype for the collared urn of the Early Bronze 
Age. Grooved ware is characterised by the overwhelming 
use of grooved, incised and cordoned decoration and by the 
appearance of tub- and bucket-shaped pots with flat bases; it 
corresponds to the Rinyo-Clacton ware of Piggott in 1954. 

Beakers are an intrusive form of pottery that reached 
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Britain from Europe at the beginning of the second millennium 
bc (2500 BC) and mark the end of the Neolithic and the start 
of the Early Bronze Age. There is no universal agreement 
on beaker styles, so no strict typology is given here and 
instead early, middle and late types are illustrated and a 
basic outline of development is sketched. The earliest 
beakers are fine well-made vessels with simple unthickened 
rims and show either all-over corded or combed (AOC) or 
comb-zoned decoration. Middle style beakers show broader 
and more elaborate zones of decoration and a more accent- 
uated neck, and the late style has a bulbous body and two 
zones of decoration (one on the body and one on the neck). 
The end of the beaker period is marked by .a sharp decline in 
quality and decoration and beakers completely disappear from 
the archaeological record around 1500 bc. 

The flat-bottomed, heavy-rimmed Mortlake- type Neo- 
lithic wares continue into the Bronze Age as a style labelled 
'food vessels' (to distinguish them from beakers). There 
are two main divisions: bowl forms (preferred in the north) 
and vase forms (preferred in the south). Again, there are 
several regional styles which are well described and illus- 
trated. Larger versions, over 8" high, were used to hold 
cremation burials. Collared urns (with a heavy, folded-back 
rim) are similarly derived from Later Neolithic (F engate) 
wares and were also used for cremation burials. A special 
chapter is devoted to 'pygmy cups' which frequently accom- 
pany urns in graves and whose only common feature is their 
small size. Many are perforated by holes and may have been 
used for burning incense. The remaining chapters describe 
other regional urn styles and Deverel-Rimbury urns which 
mark the end of the Early Bronze Age. 

There is a list of 24 museums which have good collec- 
tions of Neolithic and Early Bronze Age pottery, and which 
usefully includes their telephone numbers. These include 
the Ashmolean Museum. The extensive bibliography is 
broken down into periods and includes over 60 references. 

Js 

47 



Rock Carvings of Northern Britain by Stan Beckensall is 
another title in the Shire Archaeology series (Shire Publica- 
tions, £2. 50). 

There are numerous prehistoric rock carvings in Scot- 
land and the north of England and an almost complete absence 
of them in the south, the daggers and axes carved at Stone- 
henge being isolated examples. Derbyshire marks the 
southern limit of their general distribution. 

This book opens with a fascinating introductory chapter 
on the nature of these rock carvings, with some (realistic) 
speculation as to their purpose; The most common, and best 
known, type is the so-called 'cup and ring' mark. A cup is a 
depression made in the rock by picking at it with a tool, most 
probably itself made of hard rock. A ring is carved in the 
same way and commonly surrounds a cup, either by itself or 
concentric with others. Many carvings are more complex 
than this. 

Most carvings are on outcrops of rock, but some occur 
on standing stones and in burials, especially on cists, and 
this has enabled them to be dated to the Late Neolithic and 
Early Bronze Age. In the author's opinion, the carvings 
represent sacred or religious symbols, but 'there is nothing 
to be gained by guessing what they symbolise'. 

The main part of the book provides a gazeteer to the 
carvings, with chapters on the following areas: Derbyshire, 
West Yorkshire, the Barnard Castle area and northern York- 
shire Dales, northeast Yorkshire and Cleveland, Northumber- 
land, Cumbria, the Edinburgh area, Galloway, Argyll, the 
Glasgow area, central Scotland and Fife, and other Scottish 
sites. The book is very well illustrated indeed, with maps, 
excellent drawings and clear photographs. I would recomm- 
end it to anyone going on holiday to the north of Britain who 
would like to take the opportunity to study a little-known 
aspect of our prehistoric heritage. 
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fluman Bones in Archaeology by Ann Stirland is a new 
addition to the books on environmental archaeology in the 
ShireArchaeolOgy series (Shire Publications, £2.50). 

This book is an introduction to the methods and potential 
of the study of human bones from archaeological excavations. 
Beginning with a consideration of the conditions under which 
bones are preserved and dating methods, the first chapter 
includes a useful check-list of things to do (and not to do) if 
human bones are encountered during an excavation. 

I don't think it would be possible to identify individual 
bones from this book alone - the chapter on identification is 
brief and over-simplified. Some complete bones may be easy 
enough - but what about broken ones, and how does one dis- 
tinguish them from animal bones? To be confident in identi- 
fying bones one needs a good bone 'atlas' and a reference 
collection - preferably a complete skeleton in the cupboard! 
We go from the ridiculous to the sublime when the recording 
and measurement of primary data are considered: this 
chapter is illustrated by recording sheets used by the author 
in the laboratory, which includ.e some pretty esoteric entries. 
The descriptions of the agingand sexing of skeletons are 
more comprehensible. 

The second part of this book is more interesting. The 
chapter on pathology considers the evidence for disease that 
bones present. This in turn can be related to contemporary 
environmental, dietary and working conditions and thus 
presents a more complete picture of the life of the people 
represented than material artefacts alone can provide. There 
is an interesting chapter on cremations, and the book con- 
cludes with 'some interesting cases' including decapitations, 
occupational related pathology as shown by the Mary Rose 
site, a discussion of the fate of the Princes in the Tower and, 
bringing us right up to date, the case of Josef Mengele. 

As I said, this book provides a good introduction to the 
potential of the study of human bones. It draws attention to 
the pathos as well - the cover illustration shows the beauti- 



fully preserved bones of a woman complete with thse of her 
unborn but fully-formed baby, lying in the breech position. 

JS 

SHORT NOTICES 

Reading the past by Ian Hodder is a recent paperback pub- 
lished by Cambridge University Press at £6. 95. Andrew 
Selkirk describes it as 'the ultimate egghead's guide to all the 
latest trends in archaeological jargon' whereas the book's 
official subtitle prefers the more staid 'current approaches 
to interpretation in archaeology'. Don't be put off - this book 
is a readable account of all the latest theories. 

The_social foundations of phistoric Britain by Richard 
Bradley is published by Longmans, price £6.95 (paperback). 
The chapters, arranged in chronological order, consider the 
importance of ancestry among the earliest farmers, the pro- 
duction and exchange of 'luxury items', field monuments, 
bronze hoards and hiliforts and oppida. The aim throughout 
is to present a realistic social picture of competition, conflict 
and sectional interest, stressing the differences between sites, 
social groups and regions. A refreshing new look at British 
prehistory. 

Neolithic studies (BAR 1984, £12. 00), edited by Richard 
Bradley and Julie Gardner, is the first in a new series of 
occasional volumes from archaeologists based in Reading. 
Presented as a 'review of some current research', the 
emphasis is on central and southern Britain with topics based 
on material from Wessex, Cranborne Chase, the Thames 
Valley and eastern England. Copies are available from 
Oxbow Books, 10 St Cross Road, Oxford 0X1 3TU (postage 
free if payment with order). 

The Reading Abbey waterfront is a well-illustrated booklet 
published by the Trust for Wessex Archaeology, which encap- 
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sulates the history of this important urban site. (TWA, 65 
The Close, Salisbury SPi ZEN, price £1.25 + 26p p&p.) 

Recording standing buildings by Barbara Hutton is a useful 
practical guide to the recording of buildings. This 44 page 
A5 booklet, complete with sample reports and short biblio- 
graphy, is published by Rescue/Sheffield at £2. 50. Copies 
may be obtained from Oxbow Books, 10 St Cross Road, 
Oxford 0X1 3TU (postage free if payment with order). 

Hedges in our countryside by Don Porter and Alan Spicer is 
an excellent introduction to the role of hedgerows in land- 
scape history and the use of species counting for dating. 
Based on a hedge survey at Charibury, this booklet is pub- 
lished by the Oxfordshire Branch of the Council for the Pre- 
servation of Rural England (CPRE(Hedges), c/o Blenheim 
Farm House, The Slade, Charibury, Oxon 0X7 3S3, price 
£1. 50+ SOp p&p). 

The Institute of Terrestrial Ecology has carried out two 
major surveys of land use in Britain and the results are now 
published as Landscape changes in Britain (Publications 
Section, ITE, Merlewood Research Station, Grange over 
Sands LAu 63U, price £3.00 + 70p p&p). This covers agri- 
culture, woodlands, boundaries, buildings and roads, and 
will be of interest to the local historian. 

The British Museum cookbook by Michelle Berriedale- 
Johnson (BM Publications, £9. 95) contains over loo recipes 
from ancient Egypt, classical Greece, precolombian America, 
imperial China, renaissance Italy and Anglo-Saxon to 18th 
century Britain. A feast for the archa eogastronome! 

Ç.', 
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NOTES AND NEWS 

A New Silchester Museum? 

Proposals for a new museum at Silchester are under 
consideration by Hampshire County Council. The tiny 
museum set up in 1951 is now too small to cope with the 
number of visitors, and the trustees have approached the 
County Council (which has acquired the site) with a plan for 
an interpretation centre and museum comparable with that 
at Fishbourne Roman palace in Sussex. They estimate that 
this will require at least a quarter of a million pounds, which 
they hope can be raised through sponsorship and public 
contributions. 

The British Brick Society 

The BBS was founded in 1974 and is dedicated to the study 
of historic brickwork and brickmaking. The Society aims to 
co-ordinate records of bricks, brickworks, brickyards, 
archive material and casual finds, and work is in progress 
on a comprehensive bibliography. A newsletter, 
BBS Information, is published three times a year and 
meetings are organised. The annual subscription is £3. 00; 
write to the Honorary Secretary, 9 Bailey Close, Lucas Road, 
High Wycombe HP13 6QA. Please note that membership 
through the Brick Section of the British Archaeological 
Association does not require a separate subscription and is 
open to all BAA members. 
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Ashmolean to Close? 

Cut-backs in university grants have led to a financial 
crisis at the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford, which may face 
closure wìthìn three years. The museum needs at least 
£16, 000 a year to make up the deficit now accumulating and 
is already closed on Sundays because of the withdrawal by 
Oxford City Council of its £10, 000 grant. It is expected that 
the museum will have to close its doors more and more days 
in the week unless the crisis can be averted. 

Littlecote 
Excavations at Littlecote Roman villa, near Hungerford, 

have now been going on for ten years and this is considered 
to be one of the most comprehensive investigations of any 
Roman villa in the country. However, there has been some 
friction between the archaeologists and Littlecote's owner, 
Peter de Savary, who has turned the estate into a theme park. 
(Rumour has it that he wants to build a replica Roman villa 
over the splendid Orpheus mosaic as a tourist attraction. 
Be that as it may, Littlecote now offers displays of jousting, 
a reconstructed 17th century village, a working farm com- 
plete with rare breeds, a herb garden and garden centre, 
falconry displays, a steam railway and the Tudor Littlecote 
House with its comprehensive collection of Civil War armour, 
in addition to the villa which has its own museum - a whole 
day out for £3.00 (children over 5 £2. 00, OAPs £2. 50). 

The English Companions 

Pa Englis can Gesidas - literally translated as 'the 
English Companions' - is a non-political fellowship which 
aims to bring together all those with a common interest in 
the Anglo-Saxon period, including its language, culture and 
traditions, and to promote a wider interest and increased 
knowledge of this period. These aims, although taken 
seriously, are also pursued in a light-hearted fashion for all 
members to enjoy, whatever their particular interests. A 
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highlight is the annual Feast, when members have the 
opportunity to dress in Anglo-Saxon costume. Meetings and 
visits are arranged from time to time, and there are 
opportunities to study the Anglo-Saxon language and archae- 
ology. Members receive a regular newsletter and a quarterly 
magazine; the annual subscription is £3. 50. For more 
details write to the Secretary, Janet Golsbrough-Jones, 38 
Cranworth Road, Worthing, West Sussex BN11 ZJF, or 
contact SOAG member Martin Horswell. 

Medieval Settlement R es ear ch Group 
The Medieval Village Research Group, which had been in 

existence since 1952, amalgamated with the Moated Sites 
Research Group on 20 November 1986 to form the Medieval 
Settlement Research Group. The merger was brought about 
by the retirement of both joint founders (John Hurst and Prof. 
Beresford) of the MVRG, and because the types of settlement 
covered are not mutually exclusive, with at least 50 members 
belonging to both groups. Christopher Taylor is the new 
group's first President and Christopher Dyer and Robin 
Glasscock are Secretary and Treasurer respectively. The 
annual subscription is £5. 00. Membership details from Dr 
Glas scock (Dept Geog., Downing Place, Cambridge CBZ 3EN). 

Don't Ignore the Topsoil! 
It seems that the days when one could hire a JCB to strip 

off the topsoil to allow one to start digging the 'interesting' 
levels straight away are long gone. Recent studies have 
shown that the phosphate content of topsoil is an important 
guide as to what lies beneath, and the topsoil can contain 
much archaeological evidence even when the underlying levels 
have been destroyed. An excavation at Bishop's Cannings 
Down in Wiltshire demonstrated that 90% of the pottery and 
all but three of the 200 small finds at that site would have 
been lost if the plough soil had been ignored (fieldwalkers 
take heart!). (CurrentArchaeology 104: 278) 
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Digging 

Archaeologists digging a Roman burial site in Glouçester 
have been warned by health authorities to wear protective 
suits because the remains may be contaminated with small- 
pox and anthrax. 

Government Funding for Rescue Dig 

Over £7 million is to be allocated to rescue archaeology 
by English Heritage in 19 87-88. The comparable figure for 
1986-87 was £5.7 million, which represented only 9% of 
their total budget. Most of this money (77% in 1986-87) will 
go towards post-excavation work and publication but 20 
current excavations will also be supported, including the 
J3ronze Age settlement at Flag Fen near Peterborough. It is 
estimated that 22% of the grants will go to prehistoric sites, 
25% to Roman sites and a staggering 52% to Medieval and 
Post-Medieval sites. The Prehistoric Society argues that 
since most of the latter occur in towns where additional 
funding from developers is often available, this distribution 
of grants is hardly fair. To redress the balance a little, 
the Department of Transport will be contributing £ 100, 000 
for the first time in recognition of its role as a destructive 
factor during road building. However, most archaeologists 
would say that the full cost of rescue digs in advance of road 
construction should be funded by the DoT rather than come 
out of English Heritage grants. 



COURSES 

The University of Reading will be running several adult 
education courses in 1988 that may be of interest to SOAG 
members.. These include one-day Saturday Schools on: 

Rural history sources by S. B. Ward on 6 February 1988 at 
the Institute of Agricultural History and Museum of English 
Rural Life, Whiteknights. 9.30 am to 5. 00 pm. £5. 00. 

Ancient history workshop: the twentieth century BC by G. 
Leick on 27 Februar.y l988 at the University, London Road. 
9.30 am to 5.00 pm. £5. 00. 

Archaeology in Berkshire in 1987 arranged by the Berkshire 
Archaeological Society (reduced fee for members) on 19 

March 1988 at the University, London Road. 9. 30 am to 
5.00pm. £3.00. 

Monasticism by D. H. Farmer on 9 April 1988 at the Abbey 
Gateway, Abbots Walk, Reading. 9.30 am to 5. 00 pm. £5. 00. 

Longer courses include: 

British castles by Miss K. A. Powell at the University, 
London Road, 
Tuesdays, 7. 

starting 12 January 1988 for ten meetings. 
30-9. 30 pm. £14. 00. 

Woodland continuity and agricultural changes in England, 
1500-1914 by J.D. Young and J.R. Wordie at the University, 
London Road, starting 12 January 1988 for five meetings. 
Tuesdays, 7.30-9.30 pm. £7. 50. 
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Stained glass: technology, craft and aesthetics by D. Hadley 
and L. T. Newman at the University, London Road, starting 
12 January 1988 for ten meetings. Tuesdays, 7. 30-9. 30 pm. 
£14. 00. 

The WEA in association with the University of Reading will 
be running classes On: 

Çountry house styles: Middle Ages to twentieth centu by 
Mrs C. Rimell at the University, London Road, starting 26 
April 1988 for ten meetings. Tuesdays, 7. 30-9. 30 pm. 
£14. 00. 

Victorian Caversham by Mrs J. A. Dus at Caversham Adult 
Centre, School Lane, Caversham, starting 29 April 1988 for 
five meetings. Fridays, 9.45-11.45 am. £7. 50. 

The Maidenhead WEA will run a course on Medieval 
pgrimages by D. Farmer at Desborough School, Shoppen- 
hangers Road, starting 11 January 1988 for ten meetings. 
Mondays, 7.30-9.30 pm. £15.00. 

The Oxford University Department for External Studies in 
collaboration with the Open University is starting a new 
Advanced Certificate in British Archaeology, starting in 
January 1988. This consists of four independent modules 
(Later prehistory, Romano-British archaeology, Early 
Medieval archaeology, Medieval archaeology), each r equiring 
one year's part-time study. The Certificate will be awarded 
on the successful completion of two modules, and each 
module is the equivalent of one full credit towards an OU 
degree (with a maximum of two credits, i. e. one third of a 
degree). The first modules to be offered are Later pre- 
history at Oxford and Early Medieval archaeology at Earley, 
Reading. For more information contact the Archaeology 
Secretary, OUDES, Rewley House, 1 Wellington Square, 
Oxford 0X1 2JA. 

For more information about these courses, ask at your local 
library. - 
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POST-MEDIEVAL CERAMICS 

The National Reference Collection for Post-Medieval 
Ceramics wäs founded in 1968 and is housed in the City 
Museum and Art Gallery at Stoke- on-Trent. 

The aim is to provide a representative collection of 
pottery from, closely and soundly dated deposits to form a 
permanent reference framework for the dating of Post- 
Medieval pottery. It includes a representative collection 
from every known kiln or group of kilns, and a collection of 
sherds built up on a geographical basis to illustrate regional 
variations and conformities. 

The Collection is freely available to all bona fide 
students; a prior appointment is advised to ensure that 
museum staff are available to help. It is entirely dependent 
for its success on the interest and goodwill of excavators 
and. fieldworkers, to whom an appeal is made for contribu- 
tions. Samples should be as representative as possible and 
fully documented. Further information for both contributors 
and users may be obtained from David Barker, City Museum 
and Art Gallery, Bethesda Street, Hanley, Stoke-on-T rent 
ST1 3DE (tel. 0782-202173). (From British Archaeological 
News 2(1987):82.) 

All members are invited to submit contributions, including 
book reviews, for the next Bulletin - copy to the Editor by 
the end of July 1988, please.. 



SOAG ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
27 FEBRUARY 1987 

PAYMENTS RECEIPTS 
Lectures Subscriptions 181. 50 
April 5. 00 D/A Interest 4.43 May 5.00 
June 5. 00 New Year Party 1987 
September 5. 00 Tickets 69. 10 
October 6. 00 Raffle 18. 00 
November 5. 00 87. 10 
December 5. 00 36. 00 Drinks 35. 28 
Subs & Affiliations Bk. Token 10. 12 
Langtree A. E. 33. 00 Party Game 5. 12 
Curr. Arch. 5. 00 50. 52 36.58 
Oxf. Hist. Soc. 8. 00 
CBA9 6.00 Sale of Shire Books 
Butser. 5. 00 57. 00 

Sales 73. 25 
Invoices 48. 77 24. 48 

Printing & Typing 
1986 Progr. 15. 00 Donations 
1986 Bulletin los. 00 Sp. Marathon 15. 60 

Messenger 2.00 122.00 Individual 1.70 17.30 

Book Purchase 10. 00 Greening Lambourn Award 
Award 50.00 

Expenses Payment 50.00 0. 00 
Telephone 20. 68 
Postage 16.61 Lloyds BankAward 
Petrol 3.00 Award 75.00 
Misc. 3. 55 43. 84 Optical Sq. 49. 16 

+ Nails 0.40 25. 44 

Balances 1987 Balances 1986 
Current Ac. 180. 89 Current Ac. 155. 97 
Deposit Ac. 66. 60 Deposit Ac. 62. 17 
Cash 2.41 249.90 Cash 10.87 229.01 

518.74 518.74 

Signed M. Todd, Hon. Treasurer 27 February 1987 
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SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL GROUP 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

Hon. President: P.3. Fowler, MA, PhD, FSA 

President: Mrs Cynthia Graham Kerr 
The Thatched Cottage, Whitchurch Hill 
Tel. Pangbourne 2901 

Joint Secretary: Mrs Margaret Westwood 
The Malt House, Church Lane, Streatley 
Tel. Goring 873001 

Joint Secretary: Mrs Margaret Hatton 
Windrush, 15 Swanston Field, Whitchurch 
Tel. Pangbourne 2881 

Treasurer: Mr Malcolm Todd 
Clovers End, Rivacres, Whitchurch Hill 
Tel. Pangbourne 3526 

Bulletin Editor: Mrs Janet Sharpe 
59 Reading Road, Pangbourne 
Tel. Pangbourne 4432 

Librarian: Mrs Ann Hitchman 
5 Bec Tithe, Whitchurch Hill 
Tel. Pangbourne 4273 

Annual Subscriptions: Individual £2.50 
Joint (Z persons) £4.00 
Family £5.00 
Junior (under 18) £1. 00 

Publications: Members receive the SOAG Bulletin annually 
and the SOAG Messenger every month 

Meetings: Held monthly, September to May, on Wednes- 
day evenings at Langtree School, Woodcote, 
at 7.45 for 8. 00 pm (see membership card 
for details) 
Excursions are arranged in the summer 
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