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PRESIDENTS REPORT FOR 1989-90 

This year the emphasis has been on excavation, mainly of Roman period sites, and the 
fleidwalking that led up to it; much new experience has been gained in this direction. 

SOAG membership has dropped to about 125 and we are currently working on a publicity 
campaign through local libraries and parish magazines to restore the level. Everyone is asked to 
seek out potential new members. 

Fieldwork 

The main fieldwalking exercise was along Thames Water's new pipeline from Gatehampton 
(Goring) to Didcot. We carried out eight fieldwalks along the main pipeline and another two 
along the Cleeve branch to Woodcote. The fleidwalking was intensified at Moulsford, where a 
large scatter of Roman material was found to the west of the village. This led to a small-scale 
excavation with the approval of the Oxford Archaeological Unit (OAU). Apart from numerous 
potsherds and animal bones, the finds included the top of a small red flagon and two Roman 
coins. We spent i 1 days working on this site in the July heat, with 12 members participating at 
various times. (See elsewhere in this Bulletin for reports on fieldwalking the pipeline and the 
Moulsford site.) 

A last-minute expedition was made to Chaddleworth and East Garston to complete the Celtic 
head project (see SOAG Bulletin no.43 (1987), p.20). Another two heads were found, bringing 
our total up to 13. A report has been written and this was read and approved by Dr Miranda 
Green (an expert on Celtic religion) before being submitted to South Midlands Archaeology for 
publication [still awaited - Ed.]. 

Our main work this year was from September to November at the Vineyard site in Abingdon, 
where we were invited by Tim Allen of the OAU to work with the Unit and help excavate this 
vast site which contains almost everything from Neolithic flints to Civil War burials. Seventeen 
SOAG members were involved, digging whenever they could; we worked for 36 days in all 
weathers, mostly veiy hot or very wet! We made many exciting finds, including a Roman pot in 
Black Burnished Ware and a silver fibula (brooch), both complete. The site also yielded about 
1000 skeletons, and a nice photograph of your President cleaning one of them appeared in the 
Obse,ver on 24 September. 

In the winter we started work again on processing the flints from Bozedown, collected when 
fieldwalkin in 1987-88. These have been sorted into types, recorded and stored in labelled 
boxes pending the completion and write-up of this project. 

Meetings 

We invited one of SOAG's earliest members, Dr Cecil Slade, to talk to us in April about the 
religious relics of Reading Abbey. In May we came right up to date with Dr Paul Reilly of IBM, 
who showed us the uses of computers in archaeology. Chris Husbands and a colleague from 
Newbury Cavers, who had helped us to explore our dene hole at Bozedown in 1987, came to 
the September meeting to show us some beautiful caves they had explored in Wales, Somerset, 
Yorkshire and, nearer home, the Caversham chalk mines. SOAG member Steve Ford talked to 
us about fieldwalking techniques in October and he was followed by Colin Fox in November, 
who 'went underwater' to show us the old Henley Bridge - quite a new angle. In December 
SOAG member Joy Whitehead lent us her videos on the Franklin Expedition to find the 
Northwest Passage, showing how archaeologists recovered the bodies of some of the men from 
the permafrost, and Shackleton's expedition to Antarctica in 1915, with some remarkable film 
showing how his ship Endeavour was crushed in the ice. 

The February meeting was an account, by Pam Phillipson and myself, of a visit to the Holy 
Land the previous Easter, with lots of slides of mosaics and ruined palaces. Finally, our 'lion' for 
the AGM in March was Professor E.T. Hall of Oxford, who told us about the recent dating of 
the Turin Shroud which suggested a Medieval origin around 1300 AD. 



Conferences 

The CBA Group 9 loomed large this year: seven of us attended their Conference in the Guild 
House, Bedford, on 22 April and later in the year 12 attended the AGM at the Roysse Room, 
Abingdon, on 23 September. (See SOAG Bulletin no. 45 (1989), pp. 6-7 for a report of the 
AGM, which included a talk by David Miles of OAU on the archaeology of Abingdon.) 

Adam Graham Kerr was our representative at the third Congress of Independent 
Archaeologists at York on 8-10 September. This Congress, presided over by Andrew Selkirk of 
Current Archaeology, was the springboard for the new Council for Independent Archaeology. 

Visits 

We followed up Dr Reilly's lecture with a trip to Winchester on 21 June, when 21 SOAG 
members and friends visited the IBM research centre and many of us also found time to 
explore the Cathedral. On 23 July 18 of us went to Broughton Castle, which has Civil War 
associations. We met the owner, Lord Saye and Sele, in the grounds where he regaled us with 
stories about his favourite plants. Our evening visit on 19 August was to the Vale and 
Downiand Museum in Wantae, where the curator Dr Squires showed 16 members around and 
afterwards gave us coffee in his most interesting old house which was full of antiques, including 
a four poster bed. (For reports of these visits, see SOAG Bulletin no. 45 (1989), pp. 4-6.) 

Tim Allen encouraged eight of us to attend the summer open day at the Vineyard dig in 
Abingdon. This aroused our interest in this site and resulted in us working there for the next 
three months. 

The Party 

Again we broke records with nearly 60 members and friends in the Black and Gold Room at 
the Oratory School for our annual New Year party on 6 January. For once we were not worried 
by the bad weather! The competition was arranged by John Westwood and won by Adam 
Graham Kerr. John Percival ran the bar with his nephew and Paul Brewer ran the raffle. The 
food seemed better than ever and we all enjoyed this welcome winter break immensely. 

The Committee voted that a cheque be sent to the Oratory School as a token of our thanks, and 
this has been acknowledged. 

Publications 

Contributions to the SOAG Bulletin continue to improve and we continue to update our 
production techniques. Much thought has been given to the format of the journal and we now 
have a two-column layout and an illustration on the front cover showing the 'item of the year' 
which this year [1989] is a Roman pot and fibula from Abingdon. Our grateful thanks go to our 
editor Janet Sharpe, without whose painstaking work we would not have earned such 
admiration from our friends and colleagues, and to our 'production team' Peter Shanks 
and Mike Fulton. 

Thanks are also due to Jill Tyler who has improved the Messenger enormously with her 
excellent typing. The Programme still awaits the new Committee: it will soon be issued and 
every paid-up member will receive a copy. 

The Committee 

To conclude, it is my pleasure to thank our hardworking Committee members (especially the 
Treasurer and Secretaries who have an extra load). It is due to their teamwork and efforts that 
SOAG continues to provide us with such good lecturers, visits and fieldwork for both our 
enjoyment and our heritage. 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 
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ThE SOAG LIBRARY 

SOAG has quite a good collection of books, reports, journals and miscellaneous papers suitable 
for the expert and the more inexperienced member alike. The Library, which also includes a 
number of Ordnance Survey maps, is housed at 15 Bec Tithe, Whitchurch Hill, where members 
are welcome to come and browse or borrow items at any time (but please telephone 0734- 
844273 first). We are always glad to accept used books if you want to make more room on your 
shelves for new ones. 

A selection of Library books is brought to each SOAG meeting at Langtree School, together 
with an up-to-date card index which lists all the Library holdings and which members may use 
to request itemsto be brought to the next meeting. 

Ann Hitchman 

SUMMER EXCURSIONS 1990 

Chedworth Roman Villa 

On 16 June niñe members met up at Chedworth Roman Villa, which was one of the largest and 
most sumptuous villas in southern Britain. The administrator gave us an excellent talk then 
took us round the site, explaining how little was actually known about it since the original 
Victorian excavation (1864-66) had 1arely destroyed the evidence. More recent excavations in 
the 1960s, however, had clarified the history of the site. The first buildings were erected in the 
early 2nd centuiy but the villa as it is seen today, with three wings enclosing an inner garden 
and an outer courtyard, dates to the early 4th century. There are some fine mosaics, including 
one showing the four seasons personified, and hypocausts. There are also two well-preserved 
bath suites. The water supply was a spring which rose outside the northwest corner: here it was 
collected in a basin which formed part of a shrine or nymphaeum. Chedworth, which is in the 
Cotswolds about fifteen km (nine miles) southeast of Cheltenham, now belongs to the National 
Trust and there is a site museum and ten-minute video show for visitors. 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 

Cogges Farm Museum 

Seven SOAG members visited this unusual museum on 8 July. It is a Medieval manor farm 
complex with its original buildings, all repaired and in working order. 

First mentioned in Domesday as the moated manor of Wadard, Knight of William the 
Conqueror, it was followed by a priory with mill and fishponds (still visible) and a Medieval 
manor house. The Oxfordshire County Council Museum Service has now taken over the farm 
and has opened it and the ground floor of the house to the public. There are farm animals 
( including some rare breeds), demonstrations of rural crafts, a dairy, cooking demonstrations in 
the two Edwardian kitchens (it was baking day when we were there), a small shop and a cafe. 
Many old implements are on display (well-labelled) and there is an assortment of old carts and 
more tools in the barns. There is a splendid vegetable garden and an orchard and the River 
Windrush winds along one side of the meadows, which are full of wildlife. 

Several years ago SOAG worked on a dig in the orchard at Cogges, under the direction of Ian 
Burrow. This year a small area was being excavated near the kitchens, showing hearths and 
various structures, and we had a close look at this. Meanwhile, Pam complained that the shire 
horse had eaten her belt! 

After tea in the cafe some of us went on to explore the ruins at Minster Lovell. Despite its 
name, the remains are not those of a minster but of a 15th century manor house which never 
formed part of a religious establishment. The house was demolished around 1750 and 
remaining fragments include the hail and its porch and parts of the north and west sides of the 
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court. There is a fine dovecote in the next field and the Windrush winds around the site. Jill's 
guide book helped enormously. In 1708 workmen discovered the skeleton of a man sitting at a 
table 'all much mouldered and decay' - could this have been Francis, 9th Baron Lovell, who 
rebelled unsuccessfully against Hemy VII in 1487 and subsequently went into hiding? 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 

Ufton Court 

At 7.00 pm on 5 September 37 members and friends arrived at Ufton Court, Ufton Nervet, for 
an evening visit. We were welcomed by the wardens and were handed site plans: it was 
explained that workmen had recently uncovered some interesting features and we were asked 
for our opinions. 

The grounds contain eight fishponds or stewponds and we saw the remains of two Medieval 
sluices. The ice house is very unusual with a large door and a two semicircular 'windows' in the 
brickwork, one on each side, which may be exits connecting with priest-holes in the house. 
There is a walled garden and a well-stocked herb garden. 

We viewed the side elevations of the two rear extensions, which were being renovated, with 
exposed beams and brickwork showing beneath the rendering. We discussed the dating: the 
' 1664' on the gutter hopper seemed irrelevant. In 1920, when Harry Benyon purchased the 
property, one of the outbuildings had been used to house an engine to pump water and 
generate electricity. Prior to that oil had been used and water was hand-pumped from the 
garden. The Benyons now live at the Englefield Estate and Ufton Court is leased to Berkshire 
Education Authority. A typical week includes two school visits and a weekend residential 
course for adults. 

The Lovells were the oriinal owners but they rebelled against Henry VII and the house was 
confiscated. It was then given to the Westons, passed to John Perkin, and around 1830 became 
the property of Congreve, lord of the manor of Aldermaston. The owners appear to have been 
Catholics, judging by the presence of priest-holes and chapels in the house. 

We noticed that the front of the house is not as symmetrical as it first appears. The south wing, 
to the left of the porch, is the oldest part. The north wing has a plaster façade covering 
brickwork, possibly of the 18th century, which incorporates an earlier building. All the gables 
are false and the windows are Georgian, if not later. The massive porch was built in 1569 to 
complete the E-shaped plan. We found masons' marks in places. 

On the ground floor of the north wing, the ceiling of the Orange Room had been raised to give 
the room the proportions of a great hail with a minstrels' gallery, which resulted in a 
bewildering mixture of staircases and odd floor levels in the upper stories of the house. There 
are effectively two stories in the north wing and three stories in the south wing with a gallery, 
created in the attic space after the ceiling was raised, connecting the two sides of the house 
above ground floor level. 

The Green Room, next to the Orange Room, has a low ceiling and very ornate beams with 
plain panels added in the 19th century. There are two wall panels on one wall but three on the 
same wall in an adjoining room, suggesting that, there may be a priest-hole behind the Green 
Room fireplace. Upstairs in the north wing there was a very deep priest-hole in Lady Benyon's 
room. This room is definitely Elizabethan in date and was, perhaps, originally supported on 
stilts. Two unsuccessful raids searching for priest-holes are documented. There are three other 
bedrooms on the first floor of the north wing. 

The gallery, reached by stairs from the first floor of both wings of the house, now houses a very 
interesting collection of documents and objects connected with the house. At the south end of 
the gallery there is a corridor connecting the Priest's Living Room, with its wide floor boards, 
beams and large fireplace, to the south wing stairs. In an adjacent room, now a bathroom, there 
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was a extremely well hidden priest-hole. There was also a small chapel at the top of 
another staircase. 

On the first floor there is a panelled room, a remarkable bedroom with a large fireplace and a 
split-level floor, a bedroom which was the solar of the original house and another bedroom with 
early Tudor painted panelling. There is also access to the minstrels' gallery over the Orange 
Room. 

We returned to the Orange Room for coffee and biscuits and there was much discussion on the 
way the house had altered over the centuries. We left at 10.00 pm with mutual expressions of 
thanks and invitations to some of our more expert members to revisit the house to discuss 
its structure. 

Janet Jackson 

COUNCIL FOR BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP 9 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT LUrON 

Seven members attended the CBA9 Annual General Meeting at the John Dony Field Centre, 
Luton, on 17 November. We arrived at about 10.30 am to set up our display for the exhibition, 
which had been prepared by John and Margaret Westwood. After coffee the AGM took place 
with Tim Allen m the Chair. Starting with apologies and minutes, the Chairman then gave his 
report. The CBA9 Newsletter had been improved, as had South Midlands Archaeology, the CBA9 
journal. A cumulative index will be produced to mark volume 20 of the SMA and there will be 
an index to each future volume. The Secretary's and Treasurer's reports were then read. There 
followed some discussion and suggestions for the future structure of the CBA. It was proposed 
that all CBA members should belong to a national body from which they would be assigned to 
reiona1 groups, rather that just belonging to a regional group alone. It was hoped that this 
might improve communications, which are very poor between existing groups. As Tim Allen has 
now completed his third year as Chairman there was an election, with Richard Randall being 
elected as the new Chairman. Tim will remain as a committee member. 

After lunch we travelled by minibus to Waulud's Bank, a hilifort now engulfed by Luton with 
only a bit of the ditch and bank remaining in an untidy copse. The banks faintly enclose one of 
the five springs (in a concrete tunnel) which form the source of the River Lea. We then 
travelled to the other side of Luton to visit Someries Castle, one of the first brick-built castles 
and dating to the 1400s, when some veiy black clouds which had been on the far side of Luton 
Airport descended on us in full force and rather curtailed our exploration. 

We returned to the Field Centre to hear the 15th Beatrice de Cardi lecture. Professor 
Rosemary Cramp, President of the CBA, introduced Derek Riley who gave a splendid 
exposition on the techniques of aerial photography. He was in the RAF during the war when he 
made good use of his flying time (about 1700 hours) to photograph many interesting sites (with 
the blessings of a sympathetic Commanding Officer), including some in Oxfordshire. His 
interest dated back to his school days in the 1930s. We saw photographs of the Barrow Hills site 
at Radley, Lamboum Seven Barrows and Roman forts in various places. He has flown with Dr 
St Joseph, whose work is being continued by David Wilson (who was in the audience with us). 
Many other sites followed: Hod Hill in Dorset, Housteads on Hadrian's Wall, Sutton Common 
in Yorkshire, Silchester, Doncaster and so on. He referred to the eo1ogy in north 
Nottinghamshire and suggested that the occurrence of settlements often coincided with local 
geology. For example, there were many cropmarks on sandstone but few on clay. One 
fascinating photograph showed thousands of square barrows in the Wolds with the burial 
showing as a dot in the centre of each. He showed examples of every sort of cropmark, 
including pits, banks and fields where deep p1oughin has faded them. He also gave some idea 
of the difficulties involved: the angle of the sun, the light, the angle of the aircraft and the time 
of day. He stressed that the sites also need to be visited on foot, when they look very different 
(rises don't show from the air). 



At last we came down to earth with Tim thanking the speakers, visitors and helpers and we 
enjoyed some refreshments before returning home after a most interesting, enjoyable and well- 
organised day. 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 

MAKING AND MOVING - ThE REGION'S INDUSTRIAL PAST 
ThE CBA9 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

The 1990 CBA9 Conference was held on 5 May at Rectory Cottages, Bletchley. Six SOAG 
members attended, having driven via Wing to see the Saxon church and crypt. 

We were welcomed by Dr Robin Holgate as old friends and he opened the Conference with a 
lecture on the Peppard flint mines. Barry Home followed with a talk on the coprolite industry 
in Bedfordshire: these phosphatic nodules were formerly believed to be fossil reptile excreta 
and were much used as fertiliser. Mike Dawson explained flax-retting, wattle fishtraps and the 
Roman iron industry, including forges and hearths. Marion Nichols then told us about straw 
plaiting and the Luton straw hats of the 1800s. Andy Chapman's talk was on the Saxon and 
Medieval watermills near Raunds (a famous excavation) at West Cotton. Question time 
followed and then a break for lunch, which we enjoyed under a willow tree in the park. 

We returned at 2.00 pm to hear Bruce Harding expound on canals and waterways, with many 
interesting slides. We continued with Orner Roueaux, whose interest is Roman roads. He 
discussed Watling Street and how the Romans sighted from hill to hill, avoiding low marshy 
ground. After some questions, and thanks to the speakers, we were taken on a guided tour of 
Rectory Cottages (now a series of 'rooms') by Ted Legge, who explained the hail (where the 
conference was held) with its beams and carved heads, 15th century cross-beams and 
large fireplace. 

On the way home four of us visited Stewidey church, a magnificent Norman building, whose 
vicar kindly offered us information about it. 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 

COUNCIL FOR INDEPENDENT ARCHAEOLOGY 
CONFERENCE AT DORCHESTER, DORSET 

The second Annual Conference of the Council for Independent Archaeology, held at the 
Dorchester Corn Exchange on 8 September 1990, was dedicated to the memory of Sir 
Mortimer Wheeler who was born a hundred years ago that year. 

SOAG members arrived, courtesy of John Shearer's minibus and David Maynard's driving, with 
tumuli, long barrows and a Roman road observed en route. Exhibits by the regional groups 
were on display at the Corn Exchange and were appreciated, over coffee, before the 
meeting commenced. 

The conference was opened by Andrew Selkirk and Professor Martin Biddle, who both spoke 
about Sir Mortimer Wheeler. We were reminded of Sir Mortimer's indispensable contribution 
to British and international archaeology, with such significant digs to his credit as Maiden 
Castle, Verulamium and many more. Rik, as he was affectionately known, was the chief 
architect of modem archaeology and the originator of the concept of the amateur or volunteer. 
He 'brought archaeology to the people', we were told. However, the decline of contemporary 
archaeology was also brought to our attention, with the demise of the Wheeler-style dig and the 
financial and organisational crises of today. 

Professor Biddle continued with personal recollections from the Wheeler years and a more 
detailed look at Wheeler's methods, which incorporated both a work force of students and 
volunteers and a professional directorship. The now extinct paid volunteer, another of 
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Wheeler's innovations, became the victim of progress. The golden age of British archaeology, 
which reached its apogee in the 1950s, has been superseded by the age of the archaeological 
technician and the professionally-dominated dig, with the concomitant decline in opportunities 
for students and amateurs. 

A first-rate lunch, which gave those of Sir Mortimer's former workers who had managed to get 
to the meeting (including SOAG Margaret Whitney) plenty of time to reminisce, was followed 
by a visit to Maiden Castle. On the windswept heights Andrew entertained us by pouring 
libations of wine, firstly to archaeology, and secondly to the memory of the ancient Britons 
massacred by the Romans and rediscovered by Wheeler two thousand years later. 

The conference ended in the Dorchester Museum with an Animal, Vegetable or Mineral quiz 
devoted to archaeology, with an impressive and baffling array of objects from the museum, 
identified with general success by an equally impressive array of panellists. This was a fitting 
conclusion since Sir Mortimer made this television quiz programme a vehicle for popular 
archaeology, being voted television personality of the year in 1954. 

Tom Gunner 

ThE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE CHILTERNS 
A DAY CONFERENCE AT LUTON 

Four members attended a day conference organised by the Luton Museum Service in 
association with the Institute of Field Archaeologists (South Midlands Group), held at the John 
Dony Field Centre, Luton, on 22 September 1990. The archaeology of the Chilterns is less well 
known than that of similar chaildands elsewhere and the aim of the conference was to present 
and discuss the results of recent excavation and research. 

With Professor Keith Branigan in the chair, the morning session opened with Robin Holgate 
talking about early prehistoric settlement, from Palaeohthic sites to Bronze Age settlements. 
He was interested to hear about SOAG's Palaeolithic site at Gatehampton (see SOAG Bulletin 
no. 44 (1988), pp 12-15). Mike Farley then spoke about later prehistoric settlement in 
Buckinghamshire. After coffee, Stewart Bryant and Gil Burleigh discussed patterns in the 
ancient dyke system in the north Chilterns. The dykes divide the land at right angles to the 
Icknield Way and this was linked with the territorial organisation of later prehistoric 
settlements. Mike Dawson and Angela Simco then looked at the later prehistoric and Romano- 
British landscape in mid-Bedfordshire. 

The afternoon session began with Mike Morris and Angus Wainright talking about their 
fleldwalldng programme round Ashridge in the upper Bulbourne valley in Hertfordshire. Iron 
Age and Romano-British finds were informatively discussed, including the discovery of iron 
production near the settlement at Cow Roast. Ros Niblett was clear and concise on 
Verulaniium and after tea Carolyn Wingfield moved into the Anglo-Saxon period in 
Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire. Shortage of time unfortunately obliged Nick Doggett to cut 
short his lively talk on the Medieval chapels of the Chilterns. Keith Branigan led the final 
discussion and summing up before the conference closed at 5.15 pm. 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 

ThE WHITE HORSE AT UFFINGTON 

The Oxford Archaeological Unit Lc part of the way through a three year programme of research at 
White Horse Hi14 Uffington.. On 23 Febnsaiy 1991 David Miles, Director ofthe OAU, gave a talk to 
the Berkshire Archaeological Society outlining the results of the work so far. The following a 
resumé ofh,s talk 



As recently as the late 1970s the Department of the Environment was sceptical about the value 
of research into the Uffington White Horse. Since it was generally assumed that the figure had 
been scoured into the chalk hillside, it was accepted that there would be no stratigraphy. 

During the 1980s the land was acquired by the National Trust and an extensive management 
programme was started with a view to minimising the erosion caused by visitors. White Horse 
Hill is one of the best known archaeological sites in the country - and one of the least studied. 
English Heritage became involved in the management programme and the costs of the OAU 
project have been split between this body and the National Trust. Two summer seasons of work 
have already been carried out and the third and last is planned for June 1991. 

The White Horse itself is on an escarpment some 150 m (500 ft) above the Vale of the White 
Horse. It lies above the 'Manger', a natural depression or 'amphitheatre' with folded sides. The 
Ridgeway runs behind the lion Age hillfort on White Horse Hill. The age of this ancient 
trackway is unknown although there is a string of interesting monuments along it. One of these, 
the Neolithic chambered tomb known as 'Wayland's Smithy', is closely connected with the 
mythology and folklore of White Horse Hill. Ghost stories are still current, especially of horses' 
hooves heard at night. Nearby Dragon Hill, a curious conical natural hill with a persistently 
bare patch of chalk on its summit, is traditionally the site where St George slew the dragon. The 
whole area is steeped in legend. 

The aim of the OAU project was to answer specific questions with a minimum of site 
disturbance and to this end up-to-date technology has been employed. Detailed geophysical 
surveys using a laser-type scanner have been combined with aerial survey to give computer- 
enhanced images. There is now some evidence that a prehistoric ditch and lynchet actually 
underlie the Horse. 

The early Iron Age hillfort was examined during the first year of the project. The main entrance 
is to the west and has simple hornworks. An east entrance is suspected but is now filled in. 
There are also two minor entrances which were thought to have been made in the 19th century 
to facilitate stock movement, but there is documentary evidence in the form of a charter of 
Abingdon Abbey to show that these entrances were already in existence by Saxon times. One of 
these minor entrances was excavated to give a cross section through the chalk rampart. This has 
been dated to about 500 BC and was constructed with a timber box framework. A double row 
of telegraph-pole sized oak timbers originally projected out of the top of the rampart every 
metre or so to form a palisade. 

The hiilfort was in use for some 400 years. The rampart was enlarged in the 3rd century BC: the 
ditch was made larger and deeper and the timber palisade was replaced with a stone wall. The 
remains of this great wall were pushed into the ditch around the time of Christ and show that 
thousands of tons of sarsen were brought to Uffington around 300 BC to replace the timbers. 
There was probably a shortage of suitable sized oaks in the area by then. 

Roman material was found in the ditch fill and when the second minor entrance was excavated 
this was found to lie on top of the remains of the sarsen wall. It therefore seems likely that both 
minor entrances were made in Roman times. Aerial photographs and geophysical survey 
suggest there are at least two areas of Iron Age houses within the hilifort and the interior is 
scheduled for study during 1991. It is possible that there was also a Roman temple and that the 
Romano-British activity indicated by the ditch fill may be linked with the White Horse itself. 

The Manger, whjch was carved out of the hillside by the action of water at the end of the last 
Ice Age, was examined for environmental evidence. The terrace at the base is a Medieval 
lynchet and this was sectioned. There were about four metres of sediment and the snails in 
these layers enabled the environmental sequence to be reconstructed. By the 3rd to 4th 
millenium the area had been cleared of trees and this was followed by periods of ploughing and 
long priods of grazing, especially in the Iron Age. The local environment probably looked 
much the same then as it does today. 

The origin of the White Horse itself has been debated for at least 200 years, but there is no 
doubt that it is the only genuine ancient horse hill figure in the United Kingdom. All the others 



are more naturalistic copies of this one and were mostly carved during the 18th centuiy by 
landscape-conscious landowners. 

William Stukeley's daughter was the first to suggest that the White Horse was Iron Age in date, 
commenting on its likeness to horses on Iron Age coins in a letter to her father written during 
the 18th century. Other 18th century antiquarians argued for an Anglo-Saxon date: Alfred beat 
the Danes in 871 at the Battle of Ashfield and an old name for Uffington was 'Ashdown'. There 
is no evidence to link the White Horse with the Saxons. Stuart Piggott resurrected the Iron Age 
argument earlier this century. Iron Age coinage is derived from the gold coins of Philip of 
Macedon, which showed a quadriga (four-horse chariot). The Celts were 'not into prosaic 
realism' and the horses on their coins have beaked heads like the Uffington horse and the 
quadriga itself was reduced to a single wheel - the Celtic sun symbol. 

But was the Uffington horse always the abstract shape we see today? Could repeated scourings 
have distorted an originally more naturalistic shape? Eighteenth centuiy drawings show it was 
the same shape then as today, so it has not altered much over the last 200 years. Further 
evidence came to light from an unexpected source. The White Horse was covered over during 
World War II to prevent its use as a landmark and Professor W.F. Grimes, who was working for 
the then Ministry of Works, was given the task of uncovering it during the 1950s. He took it 
upon himself to cut a trench across the horse's beak at the same time - and an unpublished 
photograph and drawing of this trench, attributed to Grimes, have recently been found in DoE 
files. They show that the beak of the horse consisted of at least two superimposed chalk-filled 
trenches cut into the soil above the chalk and not into the chalk itself. The OAU has now redu 
Grimes' trench (to find a 1950 penny at the bottom) and this has revealed several layers of bea 
between the surface and the natural chalk. The soil below the earliest beak has been dated to 
around 900 BC, using the new optical dating technique developed by the Oxford dating 
laboratory. This provides an Iron Age date for the White Horse - and shows that it has always 
had a beaked head. Dates are still awaited for the soil levels between the later beaks. 

The OAU has also cut into the body of the horse to show that this was wider in the past, but 
only by 60-90cm (two or three feet). Again, this was not cut into the chalk but was formed by a 
chalk-filled trench in the soil. There have been some changes, since the horse has been 
repeatedly scoured and the ground is veiy soft, but it always seems to have been more or less 
the same shape as now. It was a bit wider and had a longer beak, and it was originally at a 
steeper angle on the hill. It is now flatter and narrower: it would have provided a better view in 
the past. 

The Iron Age date of the horse connects it with the cult of Epona, the goddess of fertility and of 
life and death, whose popularity continued into the Romano-British period. Celtic and Roman 
shrines were often centred in areas of 'powerful landscape'. White Horse Hill and its environs 
had been used for burials from Neolithic to Saxon times, showing a continuity from about 
3000 BC to the time of Christ and beyond. 

The legend of St Geore and the Dragon was brought home from the Near East by the 
Crusaders and its association with Dragon Hill probably dates from that time. But Celtic 
iconography also has the image of a rider running down a dragon and so conquering death. We 
may have a continuous religious tradition at White Horse Hill from Iron Age and Romano- 
British times (Epona and her horse) through the Medieval period (St George) and into recent 
folklore. Interestingly, the Saxon name for Dragon Hill means 'hill of the church' and it is 
possible that it was the site of a late Romano-British timber church, an example of the 
'Christianisation' of pagan holy places. The OAU may be investigating this possibility in 1991. 

HHI 
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SOME SOUTh OXFORDSHIRE SITES REVISITED 

Gareth Thomas and Cynthia Graham Kerr 

In the spring of 1990 we made a rapid tour of some of the sites that the Oxford Archaeological 
Unit (OAU) has been working on over the last few years. 

Our first stop was the ancient town of Eynsham which was captured by the Saxons in 571. 
Evidence for Saxon occupation includes white plaster fallen from wattle walling, and a Saxon 
well. There was a minster church at Eynsham by 864 and by 1005 it had become a Benedictine 
abbey. The Normans refounded the abbey in 1094 and there was much rebuilding: it was to 
become the third richest abbey in Oxfordshire. The Anglican church of St Leonard was heavily 
restored by the Victorians and the new Catholic church of St Peter now shares the abbey 
precinct. Earlier excavations had failed to establish the abbey layout and during 1990-91 the 
OAU, financed by English Heritage and under the direction of Charlie Chambers, is digging 
the graveyards before the remains are destroyed by new burials. There are numerous floors, 
some elaborate drains (one with a tile base) and two cesspits with putlog holes, and there are 
traces of prehistoric occupation below. The Medieval abbey may have been used after the 
Dissolution as a house and parts of it stood for centuries before they were finally robbed. 

From Eynsham we proceeded to Cogges Farm Museum where training excavations have been 
held on several occasions in recent years. In 1990 a small dig was opened by the dairy and this 
site appears to show a second Medieval hall north of the one occupied by the present kitchen. It 
seems that Cogges may have attempted to rival the palace across the river. Severa.! hearths 
suggest that this second hail may have been a kitchen in the 18th centuiy. 

We worked our way through the town of Witney to look at the Bishop's Palace, but were unable 
to gain access to the site. This was dug in 1984 and negotiations are under way with the Tourist 
Board for a public exhibition as it proved so interesting and important. This will certainly be 
worth a visit; hopefully, in the future. 

Next we found our way to Stanton Harcourt and the Devil's Quoits, one of only 12 large stone 
circle henges and now surrounded by massive gravel workings. It was known by Aubrey in 
the 17th century and was excavated in 1940 by Professor Grimes, again by Margaret Gray in 
1972-74 and recently by George Lambrick. It consists of an elliptical ditch some 140 m across 
and 2 m deep. The outer bank was destroyed by Medieval farmers. There were about 36 stones 
of local conglomerate in the circle, which was about 75 m in diameter. The stones now lie in 
disarray but a restoration scheme has been agreed between the owners (All Souls College, 
Oxford), English Heritage and other interested parties. Most of the ditch fill has been 
preserved although the interior has been dug for gravel and infilled with rubbish. (See South 
MidlandsArchaeology no. 19 (1989) for a plan.) 

The Medieval manor and church at Stanton Harcourt overlook a World War II airfield which 
has now been largely removed by gravel digging. Many of the gravel workings have now been 
filled with rubbish (which will provide fun for future archaeologists!). A bumpy drive round 
the gravel pits brought us to Gravelly Guy which was excavated by George Lambrick between 
1983-86. Part of the area, including a triple ring ditch where a beaker burial was found, has now 
been stripped for gravel digging. The Upper Thames Valley. a survey of the river gravels by 
Benson and Miles (1974) features Gravelly Guy in the frontispiece, map 21 and fig. 11. The 
sites are accessible to casual visitors and bird-watchers as there is a civic amenity tip and bottle 
bank close by. 

We turned homeward towards Abingdon to see the Vineyard dig where SOAG had been 
working with Tim Allen and Martin Hicks of the OAU. Abingdon Abbey was first excavated in 
1922 and the positions of the Saxon and Norman altars are marked with crosses in the park, 
showing that the church was much larger than might have been expected. Rescue excavations at 
the Vineyard between 1988-90 have uncovered the lay cemetery, bridge and belfry of the abbey, 
part of a Roman house and evidence of continuous occupation up to Victorian rubbish pits. 
New district council offices are already rising on the site: our last period of digging was to 
uncover some Medieval shop fronts and pits in July 1990. 
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Readers are referred to the Quarterly Newsletter of the OAU for updates on all these sites. 

ALONG THE GORING - DIDCOT PIPELINE 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 

Two incidents first aroused our interest in the 'barrow field' at Gatehampton. Goring, where 
Thames Water was laying a new pipeline in 1989. Firstly, we were shown some choice flints, 
including a huge hand axe and four and a half Mesolithic 'Thames axes', found by the son of a 
SOAG member in the 'barrow field'. Secondly, we had been alerted by another member that 
work had commenced on Thames Water's new pipeline there. 

Having inspected the flints, we decided to investigate the area round the river bend from 
Manor Road to the railway bridge. Picking our way through mud and flood we found flints on 
the northern spoil heap, parallel with the river, and also some tile and a rim of Medieval red 
sandy ware. 

Our next fieldwalk was when one of our members reported that Thames Water had cleared a 
new spread for the pipeline up the hill just northwest of Moulsford. We found several flints and 
potboilers along this stretch. We then walked in the opposite direction, going southeast from 
the B4009 towards the river. This area produced flints, Medieval potsherds and the base of a 
Bellarmine pot, so we conducted a second walk, this time making a rough sketch map and 
pinpointing clusters of finds. A copy of this was sent to Mike Hall, Thames Water's 
archaeologist, who showed much interest in our finds and encouraged our efforts. 

We next fleidwalked the section on the south side of the river and across into South Stoke, 
again finding flints, bone and Medieval pot and also some 19th century pot. By this time the site 
engineer-in-charge, Sean Fitzgerald, had joined SOAG and he helped us in many ways, 
observing soils and possible sites. 

We had now covered the pipeline spread from Cleeve to Moulsford, and to continue we drove 
to Sheephouse Farm and walked on to Lollingdon Hill. Beyond the brow of the hill we found 
two large pieces of Samian ware and sherds of many other types of Roman pottery. There were 
also a few Roman sherds beyond the road (now cut off) leading to Lollingdon Farm. Returning 
to the car, we then drove back down to Halfpenny Lane and worked the section in the 'torc 
field' (where a gold torc was found in 1960) to join up with the Moulsford Hill section of the 
pipeline. The whole hillside here was a mass of features (dark patches of soil which could be 
pits) with Roman pot at every step, and we earmarked a particularly interesting-looking area 
which we dug later on (see separate report in this Bulletin). 

Sean then took us along a further section in his Landrover until we came to a closed farm gate 
near Aston Tirrold, which, he said, must be our limit. 

Our thanks are due to Thames Water for the interest that everybody showed and to Mike Hall 
and Sean Fitzgerald, whose enthusiasm and help were invaluable. 

The Cleeve-Woodcote extension 

This short branch of the pipeline ran parallel to the road from the pumping station at Cleeve, 
Goring, to a valve near a cottage in Elvendon Road, Woodcote. We worked from the spoil as 
the chalk was backfilled, but we now know from experience that the spoil is not moved far from 
its original position. This stretch of pipeline was divided into four convenient sections for 
fieldwalking. 

Section one yielded just six flakes and a potboiler. Fourteen flints (including a microlith) and 
another potboiler were found in section two. We found more flints and some late pot and clay 



pipe stems in the section beginning with Battle Farm at the west end. The fourth section, up to 
the valve, contained only a few flakes. 

There was a thin scatter of flints most of the way along this pipeline. Most of them were flakes 
and spalls, but a possible scraper was found (Fig. 1) which suggests that this was yet another 
area inhabited by early man in this district. 

' cr,- 

Fig. 1. Conjectural scraper from the Cleeve-Woodcote pipeline. 

A ROMAN SITE AT MOULSFORD 

Janet Sharpe 

Introduction 

The construction of the new Thames Water pipeline from Goring to Didcot in 1988-89 
necessitated the cutting of a fairly wide swathe ( = 'spread' in pipeline terminology) across 
country to accommodate the machinery needed for placing the actual water pipe. The spread 
cleared the topsoil to a depth of approximately 0.5-1.0 m and various features of archaeological 
interest were exposed (see the Gatehampton Farm reports in SOAG Bulletin no. 44, 1988). 

A watching brief was kept by SOAG members who, in the summer of 1989, reported an 
extensive scatter of broken pottery in a large field immediately west of Moulsford (grid 
reference SU58178398). This pottery was identified as Roman by Sarah Green of the Oxford 
Archaeological Unit. 

Steve Ford of Thames Valley Archaeological Services had been employed by Thames Water 
earlier in the year to prepare a report on the archaeological features exposed by the pipeline. 
He identified a cluster of Iron Age grain storage pits further to the southeast in the same field 
as the Roman pot, but at the time of his survey the latter was covered with spoil which was 
subsequently moved to the other side of the spread. 

Information provided by the County Sites and Monuments Record at Woodstock Museum 
shows that the Moulsford area is rich in archaeological remains, although aerial photographs 
show no crop marks. Several important discoveries have been made in the same field. 
Approximately 200 m to the east the pipeline brushes a prehistoric ring ditch, possibly a ditched 
barrow. About 100 m north of this was a flat-bottomed ditch containing Iron Age 'A' sherds. 
Less than 100 m north again a Bronze Age gold torc was uncovered during cultivation in 1960. 
This is now in the Reading Museum and consists of four square bars of gold alloy twisted 
together, the ends covered by sheet gold socket terminals; it is thought to date to the 12th 
century BC. Just south of this some Roman coffin burials with pottery and a coin were 
discovered in 1964. In Moulsford village Romano-British pottery and coins have been found 
and the settlement is on the line of a Roman road; it was possibly the site of a locally important 
river crossing in Roman times. 
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Methods of investigation (July-August 1989) 

The pottery scatter and associated patches of darker soil lay along the north side of the pipeline 
spread and covered, in varying densities, an area at least 100 m long. An arbitrary area, 70 m 
long and 5 m wide, was chosen for further study. This was marked out on the ground and 
located on the Ordnance Survey map by measurements from fixed points. 

The area was divided into 2.5 m squares, giving two parallel rows (A and B) of 28 squares each, 
for intensive fieldwalking. On the basis of the fieldwalking results, the square which yielded the 
greatest number of finds was selected for a small scale trial excavation. This was carried out 
with the approval of the OAU. 
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Fig.1. Location of the Moulsford site. 

Fieldwalking and Excavation 

elI. 

A 70 m datum line was established which corresponded to the north side of the spread (Fig. 1). 
The southeast end of this line (0 m) was fixed where a hedge line crossed the pipeline; this 
point was 252.6 m south along the hedge from its starting point (an ash sapling) at a cart track 
linking Moulsford Farm with Halfpenny Lane. The angle of the pipeline/datum line to the 
hedge line was determined by dumpy level, courtesy of Murphys, the pipeline contractors, and 
was found (conveniently) to be 60 degrees west-northwest. A point was established at 70 m 
along the datum line to mark the other end of the survey area. Lines at 90 degrees to the datum 
line were then constructed at each end, using the three-four-five triangle principle, and a 
second line established parallel to, and 5 m away from, the datum line. This defined the 70 m 
by 5 m area for intensive fieldwalking. 

A grid was established by measuring 2.5 m intervals along both the datum line and parallel line 
and plotting a third line midway between the two. This resulted in two series of 2.5 m squares, 
numbered 1A-28A and 1B-28B starting from the O m datum point, which corresponded to the 
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site grid as follows: lA = 000/000; 2A - 025/000 ... 28A = 675/000; and lB = 000/025; 2B = 
025/025 ... 28B = 675/025. 

Areas of darker soil, which showed clearly against the yellowish sandy-clay subsoil exposed by 
the pipeline construction machinery, were surveyed and plotted. They appeared almost as a 
series of semicircles extending from the north side of the spread. A hypothesis was made at this 
stage that these dark areas might represent the contents of individual pits which had been 
scattered over a wider area by the action of ploughing and/or earth-moving machinery. The 
first and largest area extended from squares 1A-9A/1B-6B. There were some scatters of darker 
soil in squares 14A-16A and 15B-16B and then what appeared to be two overlapping 
semicircles in squares 16A-25A and 17B-25B (Fig. 2b). 

Each square was intensively fleidwalked and the results are shown in Figs 2c-2f. The quantities 
of potsherds, brick and tile fragments and bone are represented by their weight in grams rather 
than actual numbers in an attempt to overcome the discrepancies caused by the varying size of 
the fragments. It can be seen that the position of the finds corresponds strongly to the areas of 
darker soil. 

The results of the fieldwalking suggested that square 23A (550/000) would be a good candidate 
for a trial excavation. Unfortunately, before this could begin the spread was filled in with 
topsoil and the whole area considerably disturbed. 

Squares 21A-24A (500-575/000) were relocated by following the procedure used in establishing 
the datum line. Within this, square 23A was outlined with string. The excavation started in this 
square with the proviso that the area could easily be extended into 
adjacent squares if necessary. It was in fact extended O.5m into square 22A, making the dig 
coordinates 545-575/000-025 on the site plan. 

The area was excavated to about 1.5 m below the datum line but it soon became clear that the 
different levels were very mixed up and no original features appeared to remain. Eight contexts 
were recognised (Fig. 3). Below the topsoil [O] the southern half of the area was relatively 
sterile 'subsoil' consisting of yellow clay [1] and yellow sandy gravel [2]. A mixed context [3] of 
subsoil and pit fill occurred in the northeast corner and graded into a thin layer of pit fill [4] to 
the west, subsoil to the south, and a patch of pebbly clay [5] which appeared to be the 
compacted edge of a machine-made cut. To the southwest, a large piece of fire-reddened 
sandstone lay on top of, and adjacent to, a very dark pit fill [6] which in part was mixed with 
subsoil [7]. A deposit of chalky clay or marl [8] was probably redeposited from elsewhere. 

Parallel cut marks running east-west on either side of the sandstone showed that the earth- 
moving machinery had seriously disturbed this area at least to the depth of the excavation, 
which was abandoned because of this and also because the prevailing drought had rendered any 
further digging practically impossible. 

The finds 

The fieldwalking yielded plenty of finds; the excavation relatively few. 

The fieldwalking grid yielded 1810 g (about 4 lb) of potsherds, 362 g of brick and tile and 918 g 
of bone. Most of the pottery appeared to be Iron Age/Roman, of different fabrics and quality 
ranging from thick coarse cooking and storage,' pots to fine red tableware. Some very coarse 
sherds may be Bronze Age; there were 40 of these, representing 12% of the total. Most of the 
pot was fine/gritty and coarse/gritty ware, comprising 180 fragments (53%) and 101 fragments 
(30%) respectively; this appeared to represent late Iron Age and/or Roman domestic ware. 
There were only 17 sherds (5%) of Roman fine ware. Typical Roman forms included fragments 
of mortaria and a small piece of colander base. 

One of the few pieces of readily-identified pottery was a small sherd of New Forest or late 
Oxford ware, a form of imitation Samian with an orange fabric, dark brown slip and decorated 
with impressed rosettes (Fig. 4). This sherd belongs in a late 3rd or 4th century context; it was 
found adjacent to the fleidwalking grid, 1.9 m north of square 24A. Some of the mortarium rim 
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Fig. 2. Results of fleidwalking (see text): a) site grid; b) areas of darker soil; c) potsherds 
(weight in g); d) brick and tile (weight in g); bone (weight in g); f) metal including slag (no.). 
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Fig.3.Schematic plan of the excavation (see text). 

fragments found may also represent ware dating to this period (Swan, Pottery in Roman Britain, 
Shire Publications, 1978, pp. 22-23). 

Fig. 4. Fragment of imitation Samian ware, late 3rd-4th centuiy (natural size). 

Most of the identifiable bones were of cattle: long bone fragments suggested these were the 
small Iron Age breed (similar to modern Dexter cows). Perhaps half this quantity was sheep 
bone and teeth, and some pig was also present. The most interesting group of bones came from 
square 23B and comprised the atlas, axis and two cervical vertebrae and a jaw ramus of a veiy 
large dog: this may represent part of a complete dog burial and brings to mind the reputation of 
Britain for exportmg large hunting dogs to the Continent in the late Iron Age. (The pottery and 
bone finds have not yet been subjected to detailed analysis.) 

There was a scatter of metal and metal-working debris; much of this was in the form of slag. 
Ten pieces of metalwork were recovered, mostly nails. Two small Roman bronze coins were 
found (in squares 5A and 21A). The larger is a very worn antoninianus with an ifiegible 
inscription which probably dates to between 260-286 AD. The smaller is a fous minted under 
Constantine I between 330-335 AD: the obverse carries the inscription URBS ROMA and the 
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reverse shows the she-wolf suckling Romulus and Remus. Other surface finds included il 
struck flints, three pot boilers, two pieces of oyster shell, part of a whetstone (square in section) 
and two pieces of glass. 

Context Potsherds 
No. Wt (g) 

Brick/tile 
No. Wt (g) 

Bone 
No. Wt (g) 

Metal/slag 
No. 

Flint 
No. 

Other+ 
No. 

o 117 360 24 265 lO 30 3 7 33 

i 25 79 1 1 5 3 - - 3 

2 6 23 2 - i 2 - - - 

3 12 32 - - 2 2 - - - 

4 24 107 - - 14 16 2 1 1 

5 4 8 2 - - - 1 - - 

6 6 13 i - - - - - - 

7 22 91 13 620 - - - - - 

8 - - - - - - 

(+Coal, clinker, glass (modern), pot-boilers, pipestem (modern), slate. ) 

Table 1. Finds from the excavation. 

Table i shows the finds from the excavation. Most came from the topsoil: the pottery fragments 
were similar in nature to those found when fieldwalking, including varying grades of coarse, 
gritty and fine ware. Three very coarse and eroded sherds could be Early Bronze Age; the rest 
was mostly Iron Age/Roman and included 21 fine red sherds and three mortarium fragments. 
Most of the pottery was veiy abraded, suggesting that it had been in the ploughsoil for a long 
time. The pit fills yielded most of the other finds. Of particular interest is part of a fine red 
Roman flagon (Fig. 5) from context [7]. This may be of 2nd century date. Fourteen fragments of 
a large red sandstone floor tile of unusual trapezoidal shape were also recovered. 

Conclusions 

The results of the fleidwalking suggest the presence of a series of late Iron Age and/or Roman 
rubbish-filled pits. A conspicuous cluster of potsherds found on the surface further along the 
pipeline spread northwest towards Halfpenny Lane yielded about 2 lb (1000 g) of pot fragments 
from an area only about 0.5 m square. Although several pieces fit together, the different 
fragments would appear to belong to some 25-30 different vessels. This number of pots 
represented in such a small area would argue for the presence of rubbish pits, rather than a 
habitation area. These pits, if such they were, could well be part of the grain storage system, 
later reused as rubbish pits, described by Steve Ford. 

The subsequent movement of machinery and soil in this area appears to have destroyed what 
remained of these pits. The excavation revealed small isolated pockets of dark 'pit fill' 
surrounded by subsoil. Perhaps these hypothetical pits, on the brow of the hill, were more 
subject to erosion than those further down the valley; only shallow pit bottoms have remained. 
Should the opportunity arise, other parts of the field should be intensively fieldwalked and any 
pottery scatters carefully recorded. 
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Fig. 5. Part of a Roman flagon, ?2nd century (natural size). 

Moulsford seems to have been a local centre of considerable importance in Roman times. 
Coins, pottery and burials have been discovered in the past and the dense scatter of potter' and 
other remains along the pipeline reinforces this view. Perhaps, if the areas of darker soil did 
represent grain storage pits, a farmhouse remains to be discovered nearby. The Woodstock 
archives include a reference to a 'square chalky patch, building foundation?, date unknown', 
recorded in 1973 a mere 200 m or so due west of the excavation area: could this be a likely 
candidate? Certainly the opportunity for further archaeological research in Moulsford should 
be grasped whenever it is offered. 
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THE WOOD WITH TWO NAMES 

Pat Preece 

There is a large wood on the right as you drive along the A4074 from Woodcote towards Cane 
End where you will admire the beeches and possibly notice a bank alongside the road. if you 
look at the Ordnance Survey map you will see that this wood is called 'Abbots or College Wood' 
(Map 4). This piece of woodland has a long history which is bound up with its two names. 
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It first appears in the records in 1109 when the wood was included in lands given to Eynsham 
Abbey by Henry 1(1). No more is found until 1366 when, in an inquisition, it was stated that the 
woodland belonging to the abbey near Egsiade (Exiade Street) stretched for nine stadia (just 
over 1.6 km (one mile)) along the 'Kings Road' (A4074) and the area given was 348 acres (141 
hectares)(2) (Map 1). The form the wood took is unknown but there was common pasture for 
the tenants of South Stoke and Woodcote(2). The wood was probably largely beech and hazel 
coppice with oak standards. The coppices would be divided by banks which would be 
surmounted by fences for seven to ten years after cutting so that animals could not damage 
them. Many of these banks, spread and flattened, can still be seen in the wood today. 

Eynsham Abbey also possessed the manor of South Stoke, which included Woodcote, and the 
Hundred Rolls of 1279 lists the tenants of this manor (then called Stoke Abbas) with the abbot 
as lord of the manor. It also gives their customary duties, among which were the cariying of 
cartloads of wood 'from the lords wood'; they were also allowed cartloads of firewood 'to cook 
their meat' and presumably also to keep them warm(3). In 1366 the tenants were still to carry 
one cartload each from 'Egslade' wood to the manor, although there is no mention of them 
being entitled to firewood. The tenants were also entitled to graze their pigs on the acorns and 
beech mast; this right was called 'pannage' and for this they had to pay id per pig. This payment 
was the same in 1279 and 1366 - there was no inflation then! The harvest of acorns and beech 
mast is irregular so there would not be pannage every year. 

The Abbey of Eynsham had a woodward who oversaw the South Stoke woods. The abbey paid 
him 6s 8d annually in 1448(4) and in 1460(5) the lessees of the manor had to contribute 7s 8d 
towards his salary and 4s for his clothing, possibly a uniform. These were only retaining fees 
and he may also have received a 'cut' on the sale of wood and timber. Thomas Passelewe, the 
woodward in 1448, lived in Exiade Street, possibly on the edge of the wood and maybe in a 
house whose traces were recently found by SOAG. Some of his activities are, indicated by an 
entry of the sale by the woodward of coppice products for 60s 6d in 1448 and the allocation by 
him of eight cartloads of firewood, drawn by three horses, to the vicar in 1399(2). Incidentally, 
the vicar must have kept very warm as one horse can pull half a ton of wood. 

It is possible that about 50 acres (20 hectares) of the wood were assarted in the late Medieval 
period. Certainly by the 17th century the wood was reduced in size and no longer extended as 
far as Exiade Street. The abbey may have had financial problems in the 15th century when the 
manor was let and allowed the tenants to turn some of the wood into arable, for which they 
would have paid a higher rent. 

In 1536, three years before the Dissolution, the abbey let the manor to Walter Barton 'except 
for the wood called Abbots Wood', so by this time the wood had been given its name. This 
tenant was to have 'yeerely thretti iodes of hardwood for their fuel! with sufficient hedgebote, 
cartebote and ploughbote' to be assigned by the woodward who 'shall allways be dwelling within 
the saide manor'(6). At the Dissolution the final accounts to the Court of Augmentations make 
no mention of the wood, which probably passed directly to the King. In the Book ofEvidences at 
Christ Church, Oxford, it says of the wood that it 'was by King Heniy VIII given to this 
church'(7), so after this time the wood had the added name of 'College Wood' although it is 
probable that the local people still tended to use the older name. The manor of South Stoke, 
along with the wood, was given by Hemy VIII to endow Christ Church college. 

The college had a survey made of the wood in 1630 by Joseph Blagrave and Jonathan Godfrey, 
who described themselves as 'practical mathematicians'(8). They estimated that the wood 
contained 304 acres, i rod and 22 perches (approx. 123 ha), made up of five coppices: Dr 
Dorsetts at 49 acres, O rods and 11 perches (approx. 20 ha); Dr Westons at 51 acres, 1 rod and 
13 perches (approx. 21 ha); Dr Thorntons at 70 acres, O rods and 6 perches (approx. 28 ha); Dr 
Howsons at 16 acres, O rods and O perches (approx. 6 ha); and Sampsons at 121 acres, 3 rods 
and 2 perches (approx. 49 ha)(Map 2). The four doctors were canons of Christ Church in the 
early 17th century, although Dr Howson cannot be found in the records. One wonders whether 
the size of the coppice had any connection with the importance of the canon! The origin of 
Sampsons is unknown and it is also unknown if these coppices were renamed older ones(3) - I 
consider this to be likely. Apart from Sampsons and Dr Howsons, the site of these coppices 
is conjectural. 
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Some rather oddly spelt letters survive from lessees of the manor in 1641 and 1645(9), 
complaining about the delivery of their entitlement to wood. One mentions a woodman, 
possibly a successor to the woodward. 

In 1649 the wood was leased to John Wheeler for £300 but he only held it for a year. After this 
Henry Bishop of Finchingfield in Essex leased it for 21 years(1O). The rent was £1 9s 8d and 1 
quarter of 'good sweet and well-winnowed wheat and 1 quarter, 5 bushels and 3 pints of good 
seasonable sweet and clean mault'. There were various requirements imposed: he was not to 
'cutt down any beech now standing under 9 years', a reference to the length of time for beech 
coppices to be left. Apart from this he was to leave standing 'upon every acre fortie standells or 
storers [saplings] for the better preservacion of the said woods'. Perhaps we could do with this 
obligation nowadays! Another condition was that he should hedge, ditch, fence and 'mound' 
each of the woods and coppices 'whereby the new spring may be ... reserved from all hurt and 
distruccion by cattel'. Again, this emphasises that the wood was coppiced. Incidentally, the 
banks marked on Map 2 are present now and are presumably the 'mounds' to which this refers. 
Henry Bishop's lease was questioned with the Restoration after the Commonwealth but the 
Dean and Chapter decided that all was well and the lease was allowed to continue - perhaps he 
was a Puritan?(7) 

From this time onwards there was a succession of tenants, each with a 21 year lease at the same 
rent but probably with an increasing 'fine' to be paid annually. A penal rent of £2 for every acre 
(approx. 0.4 ha) of pasture converted to tillage was charged on Sampsons coppice from 1698, so 
the indication is that the coppice had already been grubbed. The local inhabitants were upset 
by the leasing of the woods because in the Book ofEvidences it says '... they have been inclosed 
and kept severaJ, which hath caused murmuring by the ìnhabants of South Stoke, Woodcot 
and Exlade, wc they are shut out of their comon there wc they ought to have for their 
beasts'(7). Whether they were allowed these rights is not clear. 

The lease of Richard Fisher of Henley in 1751(11) makes it clear that Sampsons coppice was 
now 'in tilth' or arable land. He was given permission to take down all 20 trees growing on the 6 
ha (16 acres) called the String, formerly Dr Howsons coppice, so an extra part of the wood was 
cleared at this time (Map 3). 

And so the wo6d continued, with many ups and downs too complicated to be set down here, 
until the final lease was granted in 1863 and the wood was sold. 
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CONSTABLE FIELD, GORING 

Pat Preece 

When looking at the Tithe Award map of Goring for 1853 the name 'Constable Field' was seen. 
This is an unusual name: did it refer to a Victorian constable who owned a piece of land or did 
it go further back? A map of 1812(1) was then found in the Oxfordshire Records Office and this 
was more detailed. It showed two fields, a Great and a Little Constables Field, with sizes of 17 
acres (7 ha) and 6 acres (2 ha) respectively (Map 1). Now the hunt was on - what else could be 
found out about this land? 

The earliest reference was to 'Cunstablelond' in 1229, when John, the prior of Wallinford, was 
granted a lease to a virgate of land by this name. It had been leased before this time at 8s 
annually but this was to be reduced to 5s(2). It is interesting that it is referred to as a 'virgate' 
because this term is usually applied to a collection of strips, owned by a tenant of a manor and 
scattered around the common fields, making up approximately 12 ha (30 acres). However, in 
this context, it seems probable that the 12 ha (30 acres) were a single enclosed area. 

Who was the constable who gave his name to this land? As Wallingford Priory owned the land, 
it is possible that it may have originally belonged to a constable of Wallingford Castle, possibly 
Hugh de Druval who was lord of the manor of Goring and was a constable in 1215(3). In 1235 
Hugh confirmed a gift of a hide of land in Goring from his father to Wallingford Pnory(4). A 
hide is approximately 120 acres (49 ha) and it seems likely that the virgate referred to above 
may have been part of this gift. The prioress of Goring had claimed this land and there had 
been a lawsuit, but it was awarded to the prior of Wallingford as it had been his originally. 

In 1284 the virgate was granted (back?) to the prioress of Goring for the same Ss annually(S). 
After this time the land was referred to as a field and in 1314 it was called 'Constablefeld'(6). It 
formed one of the boundaries of a croft called 'Scharplythe', which means a steeply sloping 
meadow(7), and was probably situated south of the field in the area now called 'Blackbirds 
Bottom' (Map 2), where the ground slopes steeply. It is interestin that the endorsement of this 
charter mentions the 'bunda' or boundaries of Constablefeld; this is very unusual and may mean 
that the area was clearly defined. 

The 1812 map shows an unnamed field of 13 acres (5 ha) below Little and Great Constables 
Field (Map 1). If added to the acreage of the Constables this would total 36 acres (14 ha), 
which might represent a virgate. 

The hedges, where they existed, were examined (Map 1). Hedge I had an average count of 6.5 
species, with spindle and other indicators of considerable age present. Hedge II was partly 
destroyed, unfortunately, although two lengths that had survived had an average count of six 
species, including spindle and other indicators, with some very old coppiced trees of ash, maple 
and whitebeam. Hedge Ill was on the road verge and therefore may have suffered some 
interference; it had a count of 5.5 species. All these hedges were on banks but on the stretch of 
hedge I marked on the map there was a larger bank than usual, 0.9 m (3 ft) high by 2.4 m (8 ft). 
Could this have been part of the 'bunda'? 
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THE KING'S ROAD 

Manan Fallowfield 

Three members of SOAG have been examining hedges for which there is documentary dating 
evidence to see if Hooper's theory of hedge dating (1) holds good in south Oxfordshire. 

There is evidence from the Goring Charters (2) to substantiate the antiquity of the minor road, 
in some parts just a rough track, which runs east-southeast past Gatehampton Farm and 
continues past the turning to Upper Gatehampton Farm until it meets the B471 road from 
Whitchurch Hill to Crays Pond (see map). This is shown on the Davis map of 1797, the 
Enclosure Map of 1809 and the first edition of the Ordnance Survey map for Oxfordshire. Two 
of the references to it in the Goring Charters show clearly that it was regarded as a highway. In 
a charter of 1195 it was called 'the way for four-wheeled carts [quadrigativa]' and in another for 
1346 it is referred to as 'the Kings Road which leads towards Reading'. 

It would have been used by pack horses carrying cloth to and from the fulling mill at 
Gatehampton in the early Middle Ages and later for wagons carrying cloth and leather goods 
made at Reading. From the 12th century until about the 16th century Reading was a flounshing 
manufacturing town. It had markets every week and three fairs a year, and people from north of 
the river came over Caversham Bridge to sell their goods. Pilgrims who came to visit the 
important shrine of St James at Reading Abbey and the shrines at Caversham must have used 
the King's Road on their way from Goring and probably also from Wallingford. 

Hooper's Theory 

Hooper's theory, put veiy briefly, states that for each hundred years that a hedge has been in 
existence, one extra shrub species appears in it. Since there are several ways in which a hedge 
can originate, this cannot always be true. Hedges can start with a single species planting of 
quicksets, nearly always hawthorn, which could be bought from nurserymen in most parts of 
England from the 18th centuiy onwards. Other hedges were made by planting various shrubs 
from nearby woods or spinneys. Hedges around woods were made in this way or by layering the 
shrubs already growing there. Farmers planted not only spiny shrubs to keep in stock but also 
useful species which could either be coppiced or allowed to grow into trees for timber, e.g. elm 
or oak. Other shrubs arrived in the hedge as seeds dispersed by wind or birds. 

The survey 

During the summer of 1990 the hedges were studied along the length of the road. The number 
of species in each 30 yard (27m) length of hedge was counted. Lengths which were near gates or 
which had no real hedge were omitted, following Hooper's methods (1). 
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Along the entire length of the hedges studied the following shrubs were present in varying 
combinations: hawthorn, elder, elm wild rose, bramble, field maple, ivy, wayfaring tree, crab 
apple, wild plum, privet, spindle, dogwood, blackthorn, cherry, sycamore, ash, lombardy poplar, 
oak, hazel, buckthorn, holly, whitebeam and willow. Several of these which occur in large 
numbers, such as field maple, spindle and wayfaring tree, are indicators of ancient hedges. For 
ease of description, the hedges along the road were divided into sections as shown on the sketch 
map below: 
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The King's Road between Goring and the B471 road, showing the hedges surveyed (I-IVb). 

Section I, the least interesting of the sections, has only three species and is mostly elm. It is a 
planted, managed hedge on quite a large, spreading bank. 

Section lIa is a much richer section where the hedges are unmanaged and there are shrubs of 
varying sizes, many of them large trees. Most 30 yard lengths in this section have six or seven 
species and some have nine or ten. There is much field maple and a great deal of elm, much of 
which has regenerated as suckers from the old stumps of timber trees. Elm was often planted as 
it had so many uses. It resists rot and was much used for drains, wells and piles for waterfronts. 
Many of the settlements by the Thames had wharves for loading and unloading heavy goods 
which travelled by water, so elm would have had a ready market nearby. It was equally useful 
on the farm for making fences, cow stalls, etc. Both this section and lib are on a lynchet which 
keeps the road above the floodplain. 

Section lIb has an average count of six species and ends at the large willow by the gate of the 
BBONT Nature Reserve. 

The first part of section III had only a few scattered wild rose and spindle bushes. The ground 
flora on the bank is that of chalk grassland, including knapweed, scabious, wild geum, rock rose 
and marjoram. This section could be a relict of ancient pasture as it has many large ant hills, 
the 1arest being about 25 inches (63.5 cm) in diameter and about 14 inches (35.5 cm) high. 
There is a steeply sloping field in the BBONT Nature Reserve which is covered with similar ant 
hills and we were told by the warden that this shows that the field has never been ploughed, it 
was ancient pasture. This open section with a bank is the sort of place where 'dead hedging' 
could have been used. This was temporary fencing made on the spot using stakes driven into 
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the ground and interwoven with long flexible rods made of coppice material. Stakes with thorns 
called 'traise' or briars were used to fill up smaller gaps. Anyone caught stealing thorns from 
hedges could be brought to court and fined. 

In section IV, where the ground rises, there are three hollow ways passing through a small wood 
which has a great deal of dog's mercury (an indicator of age). The deepest and probably the 
original track must have gone out of use long ago, as it has a large coppiced maple and an ash 
growing in the bottom of it and a large overhanging yew growing from one bank. Two of the 
hollow ways seem to peter out near the top of the hill; where they end or how they merge into 
the present track is impossible to tell as they are filled with bushes. In this part of Oxfordshire 
there are many deep hollow ways wherever an old track climbs a slope. The presence of three 
hollow ways here is an indication of the amount of use made of this road in the past. 

Section V starts at the top of the hill where the track levels out. The overgrown hedge on one 
side is thick and veiy rich, having counts of 11 species in some 30 yard lengths; one length has a 
count of 12. Over the whole section the average count is nine. The proximity of Great Chalk 
Wood may account for the richness of this section. It continues as a hollow way with hedges on 
both sides, one of which has large oak trees planted for timber. 

Section VIa has a made-up road and has trimmed and, in some places, laid hedges. 
Examination showed that these are still veiy rich, having an average of eight species overall. 

From the Coombe End Farm turning the hedges of Section VIb continue trimmed on banks of 
varying heights, and with an average count of six species, until the Crays Pond to Whitchurch 
Hill road is reached. Further work on the other side of the main road, where the old road 
continues winding its way to Goring Heath, would probably reveal hedges equally rich. 

We know from archaeological evidence that settlement at Gatehampton goes back to 
prehistoric times and the entries in the Domesday Survey show that riverside settlements were 
well-established by 1086. Each of these needed a road for people, produce and stock to travel 
between the riverside meadows and the higher land with its pastures, arable and woods, and to 
connect with markets in the area. The hedges along these roads could be expected to have 
hedge counts of ten or more species, revealing a pre-Conquest date. The richest, unmanaged 
sections of the King's Road seem to give the results we would expect from Hooper's theoiy, 
given the documented antiquity of this highway. 
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THE COLLINS END SURVEY - INTERIM REPORT 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 

Collins End is a little-known hamlet, just south of Goring Heath. It has no church, no school 
and no pub, and the local shop is the Goring Heath Post Office. The survey was begun as an 
exercise in fieldwork and is still far from complete. Offers of help are invited from anyone who 
is interested, whether or not they are experienced in parish survey work. 

The prehistory of this area has not yet been studied. Two clusters of flints (broken blades and 
flakes) were found in Hocketts Field just inside the parish boundary. A single large flake, 
possibly retouched, was found at the north end of the common and another on the 
southeast side. 

Some preliminary research has shown that the land was held in 1341 by Robert Colyns, and the 
Goring Charters refer to various fields held by him in the 1300s. From 1349-63 it passed to 
Walter Colyns. Further archival work is needed to trace its subsequent history. More recently, 
the land belonged to the Rose family of Hardwick House, situated on the south side of 
Bottom Wood. 

There is no villae plan or centre and the houses are mostly scattered along cart tracks with 
little or no surfacing and which vary in date from Medieval to the turn of this century. The main 
road through the hamlet used to be the old coach road which now starts as a footpath beside 
the Post Office and ends as a deep hollow way pushing into Bottom Wood where it becomes a 
bridleway leading to Mapledurham. At this point it crosses over the parish boundaiy which is 
still marked by a substantial bank. 

We have interviewed some of the residents and one was able to provide us with most of the 
field names. 'Hocketts' are little pigs and it is interesting to note that the field of this name 
appears to be an assart, south of Coxsetters Wood, where they may have fed on acorns. 

Some 20 stretches of hedgerow have been examined so far and some seem to be veiy old, with 
seven to nine species in them. Some of the hedges had been laid in the past and some have 
pollarded trees and enormous coppiced hazels. There are also some ancient 'marker' trees in 
the hedgerows that were found to have been plotted on the local 1:10,560 map. One house 
owner has an old laid hedge round his property with thick trees - and all sorts of interesting 
rubbish at its base, including a fine Toby jug, possibly 18th century in date. 

There are many 'woodland species' of plants at Collins End, such as bluebell, dog's mercury and 
woodruff, which suggest that the existmg woodland may have been more extensive in the past. 
At the present day the hamlet is bounded by Bottom Wood to the south and Coxsetter Wood to 
the southeast. Both these woods have a number of sawpits and the former has several banks, 
with or without ditches, that may once have defined coppices. There is a particularly large 
sawpit near the still working sawmill at Holmes Farm. This farm has a splendid large 
farmhouse of red brick with stone mullioned windows and may be Elizabethan. 

As yet the houses have only been examined from the outside. Apart from two red brick 'semis' 
of 19th or 20th century date, all the others are basically of flint with brick facings and upper 
stories, and date to about the 17th or 18th centuries. The house called 'Holly Copse' used to be 
a public house in the time of Charles I, and the king is reputed to have played bowls nearby. 
There appears to be only one half-timbered cottage with thatch. Mr Hutt of Rose Cottage told 
us that there used to be more cottages on the common, which would perhaps explain the 
presence of fruit trees there. 

Local occupations seem to have changed little over the centuries: there are several farms and 
Bottom Wood in particular is still worked woodland. However, the farm stock has changed with 
the times and there are now 'ornamental' Soay sheep, and riding horses on the common. 



Much fieldwork still remains to be done and more documentary evidence is needed. For 
example, one old map shows the symbol for a church in the vicinity - was this a mistake? We 
hope to find out. 

Thanks are due to all the local residents who have helped us so willingly, and to Lady Rose who 
gave us permission to wander over her land and who loaned us her maps. 

ThOMAS TUSSER: A TUDOR FARMER AND POET 

Janet Sharpe 

We are nearly all acquainted with the work of Thomas Tusser, even if we have never heard of 
the man himself. 'Sweet April showers / Do spring May flowers' probably sounds familiar, as 
surely does 'At Christmas play and make good cheer I For Christmas comes but once a year'. 

Thomas Tusser was born around 1524 and died in a debtors' jail in 1580 after a lifetime of 
failures and wrong decisions. He was born in Rivenhall, Essex, and after a promising musical 
career decided to devote his life to farming. He published a doggerel calendar of the farming 
year, all in verse, in 1557 as 'A hundredth goode pointes of husbandrie'. This was an immediate 
success and he went on to enlarge later editions so that by 1573 the original hundred points had 
increased to five hundred and he included 'a hundrethe good pointes of huswifry' as well for the 
benefit of the ladies. And for our benefit he also added some 40 stanzas of autobiographical 
verse which tell us most of what we know about his life. 

As a child he could apparently sing very well. His father must have realised that, for a younger 
son, singing could provide both education and a livelihood in an age in which church music and 
madrigal singing were so popular. He managed to secure a place for his son in the collegiate 
chapel of Wallingford Castle, which maintained a school for the instruction of choristers, and 
thus began one of the most miserable periods of Thomas's life: 

'o painfull time, for everie crime, 
What toesed [pulled] ears, like baited beares! 
What bobbed [pouting] lips, what jerks [blows], what nips! 

What toles [tricks]! 
What robes, how bare! What colledge fare! 
What bread, how stale! What pennie Ale! 
Then Wa1linford, how wert thou abhord 

of silbe bojes!' 

There was a castle at Wallingford at the time of the Conquest owned by Wigod, a Saxon 
nobleman. In 1067 Robert D'Oyley, a Norman baron, married Wigod's only daughter and built 
a strong castle at Wallingford, but whether this was on the site of Wigod's is unknown. Fans of 
Ellis Peters's 'Brother Cadfael' novels may be interested to know that Wallingford Castle was 
held for the Empress Maud in her civil war with Stephen and it was here that she found refuge 
after her escape from Oxford in i 142. Besieged by Stephen from across the river at Crowmarsh, 
she was rescued by her son Henry who, as a result of a treaty made at Wallingford in i 153, was 
to become King Henry II. The castle was both refuge and prison, on and off, for royalty during 
the stormy years that followed. In the Civil War it was repaired and garrisoned for King Charles 
I, but it was besieged by Fairfax and then demolished. All that remains today is the overgrown 
mound and a few remnants of walls. 

An important Medieval town, Wallingford then declined in prosperity as a result of the Plague 
and loss of trade and by Thomas Tusser's time it was probably 'mainly ruins of churches and 
fortifications with a few half-timbered houses among them'(l). 

The state of the town probably did little to enliven Thomas's time at Wallingford, and he was 
glad to escape to become a chorister at St Paul's. Then followed periods at Eton and Trinity 



Hall, Cambridge, after which he became the protegée of Lord Paget, Secretary of State and 
Knight of the Garter, who made young Tusser his court musician. He sang for his supper for the 
next ten years but the prospect of farming seems to have appealed more, perhaps expressing a 
yearning to return to the Essex countryside of his boyhood. 

Against advice, he left the court to start farming on leased land (he was never to be a 
landowner) in the 'Constable country' of the Essex-Suffolk borders. Troubles soon besan: 
despite his enthusiasm, Tusser seemed to lack the aptitude, energy and business sense required 
to make a go of farming. His wife sickened and died from the damp of the Stour Valley and 
Tusser himself suffered from malaria. Althoughhe remarried and earned some money from his 
music under various patrons, he persevered with his farming but all his ventures were to fail. A 
tired, sick and broken man, he died in London at around the age of 56, 'a failure who had been 
cherished, to little effect, by so many in high places, who evidently loved him and his singing, 
but were powerless to reshape his character'(2). 

No one has ever claimed that Thomas Tusser was a good poet: in fact, he was a veiy bad one. 
However, his quirky verses with their curious pmmar and terrible syntax were immediately 
and lastingly appealing, a Tudor best-seller which ran to six editions in the seven years before 
his death and which is still in print. Why was it so popular? Probably because here was the first 
'DIY' book on agriculture, full of helpful advice and forming a practical compendium for the 
many new landlords and farmers of Tudor England. As such it is of great interest today, and 
provides a window into the 16th century farming year: 'the fermers dailie diet' (with 'Fresh 
herring plenty Mihell [Michaelmas] brings / With fatted crones [old ewes] and such old things'), 
methods of ploughing and fallowing, sowing, weeding and harvesting. He shows us how hemp 
was grown, cultivated and prepared; how sheep were washed and sheared, how planks were cut 
in sawpits, how thatch was conserved, and much more besides. Many of the odd (to us) words 
he uses still survive in place and field names. 

The book is arranged like an almanac, and for each month he provides a summary of the work 
to be done: 

'Julies abstract 

Go, sirs, and away, 
to ted and make hay. 
If stormes drawes nie, 
then cock apace crie. 

Let hay still bide, 
till well it be dride,. 
Hay made away carrie, 
no longer then tarrie 

Thiy [plough three times] fallow I pray thee, 
least thestles bewray thee. 

Cut off, good wife, 
ripe beane with a knife 

Drie flax get in, 
for spinner to spin. 
Now mowe or pluck 
thy branke or buck [buckwheat] ...' 

The section on 'huswiferie' is rather like an early 'Mrs Beeton's', with plenty of advice for the 
Tudor housewife including social niceties such as how to deal with guests who persist in wiping 
their scabbards on the curtains! The daily grind is spelt out in detail and liberally scattered with 
admonitions, some of which are rather close to home: 'Some slovens from sleeping no sooner 
get up I But hand is in aumbrie, and nose in the cup'. This and other snippets show that people 
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in Thomas Tusser's time were, underneath the funny clothes and strange customs, just the same 
as ourselves. His writing is the real stuff of history. 
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GEORGE SMITh: A CAVERSHAM ANTIQUARIAN 

Mary Kift 

Look at some Ordnance Survey maps of Caversham and you will see numerous references on 
them to Palaeolithic finds. Indeed, within several hundred metres of my home there are three 
such sites, the house itself being built on a fourth. Local people quite often dig up hand axes, 
many of them in excellent condition such as the one from Chazey Road found some 12 years 
ago. Caversham is one place 'where evidence of the earliest antiquity of man can be found', and 
as such it has been mentioned in the Guinness Book ofRecords for 1968. 

Perhaps the most avid collector of these artefacts was George Smith, a bank manager living in 
Caversham during the latter part of the 19th century, when the district was beginning to be 
developed and was expanding rapidly. At this time many pits were being dug for stones to mend 
the roads which were increasingly in need of repair. New housing also caused a great deal of 
soil disturbance. 

Mr Smith kept notes of his discoveries. He filled three exercise books with them, cataloguing 
his finds which consisted of 'worked flints, animal bones, pottery and other evidence of the 
presence of man'. These books can be seen in the Reading Museum. His first entry reads, 
'Palaeolithic imjlement, the first I have ever found. I noticed it as I was returning from a cricket 
match one evemng in the summer of 1884'. 

This find set George Smith off on the hobby of a lifetime. He collected any object of interest 
and more than once found something to add to his collection whilst out rabbiting. He often 
paid local workmen for what they dug up and so ensured that these people kept an eye open for 
anything unusual when they were disturbing the soil. It was certainly worth their while in those 
days to earn an extra much-needed shilling m this way. 

When he died Mr Smith left a fine collection, consisting of many hundreds of worked ifints, to 
the British, Ashmolean and Reading Museums. Several years ago a group of SOAG members 
saw some of these Caversham ifints at the Ashmolean Museum, where I was delighted to see 
minute, delicate and beautifully fashioned tools from two sites in Darrell Road where I live. 

Some 20 years ago John Wymer of Reading Museum, who is an authority on this subject, spent 
an Easter weekend on a dig in the garden next to ours but found little of interest. He also 
walked around our garden and again drew a blank. So much for Mr Smith! 

Like most gardens in Caversham Heights, ours is a mass of stones. No matter how you collect 
them and deposit them in a corner they still seem to be as numerous as ever. Small wonder that 
towards the end of the last century a Mr Talbot decided to dig out a pit in Darrell Road, then 
only a track, to provide stones for road maintenance. Here in Talbot's or Toots Farm pit, as it is 
sometimes called, Mr Smith must have had a field day. If he had been around now, I am sure 
that he would have been a SOAG! 
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READING'S HIDDEN PAST 

Molly Casey 

By the time this issue of the SOAG Bulletin is published, Reading Museum should have 
reopened, or be on the point of reopening, in greatly extended premises within the splendidly 
restored Town Hall complex. The Silchester Collection will be displayed to much greater 
advantage than previously and there will be a room devoted to what the Borough possesses of 
the remains of its ancient Abbey, the importance of which is often overlooked by the casual 
visitor because its meagre ruins do not bear comparison with better known, though in their time 
less prestigious, foundations. 

Blakes Lock Museum, which houses exhibits on waterways and on Reading's industrial past, 
reopened in the late summer of 1990, also in extended premises. Cleaning and restoration has 
transformed the old pump house, which had once been a candidate for demolition because of 
its unprepossessing appearance but is now a great asset. Alongside it is moored the restored 
canal boat named Reada, after Reading's presumed founder, which is available for trips along 
Reading's once busy waterways. 

Reading is not strictly within SOAG's sphere of interest but some members live there and many 
shop there, so it is pleasing to see that the town is waking up to its past as well as being 
occupied with its busy present and future. Assisting this process is the Reading Civic Society, 
which has recently produced the first in a series of Town Trails leaflets, covering the Abbey area 
and the east side of the town centre. H. Godwin Arnold has written the text for this first leaflet 
and one of the meticulously detailed line drawings by Janet Tait is reproduced here. 

By the time the whole series of 12 is produced, a long-term project, the Town Trails will provide 
a detailed guide to those parts of Reading that are not immediately apparent to the casual 
observer. Copies are available at 50p each from the Town Hall information department and 
from most bookshops. 

Norr,iav, rch1 Holy 8rook 
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RECONSTRUCTING MESOLIThIC WEAPONS 
SOME EXPERIMENTAL ARCHAEOWGY 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 

Whilst I was working in the Forest of the Ardennes, France, in the summer of 1990 on the 
Mesolithic dig directed by SOAG members Dr and Mme Rozoy, some of us decided to try out a 
possible method of hunting used by the men whose flint work we were excavating. 

Some wooden spears, varying in length between 0.6-1.2 m (2-4 ft), were made with three- 
feathered flights bound to the hafts with the roots of honeysuckle, which grew in abundance in 
and around the site. Kept damp, this root proved both strong and pliable and could be knotted. 
A spear-thrower was used with the spear. This was made from a piece of wood, about 50cm (20 
inches) long and 2-3 cm (1 inch) in diameter, with a notch cut at one end and a 'hook' at the 
other (see Fig. 1). The spear was balanced in the notch and against the hook to steady it, and 
launched holding the spear-thrower only. With a little practise it was possible to throw the 
spear a surprisingly long distance: a tall young man could easily throw it about 150 paces. 
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Fig. 1. Spear-thrower in use. 

Upon my return from France I made a spear and spear-thrower with slight modifications. I 
found making the notch and hook in the spear-thrower with a penknife very tedious, but by 
selecting suitable flints from a bagful of scrapers (presented by a friend in France) I was able, in 
a few minutes, to scrape neat and satisfactory notches at both ends of the spear-thrower. I also 
made shallow scrapes m the haft of the spear to accommodate the ifight feathers before binding 
them on. 

This spear and spear-thrower worked well, although this was a first attempt and only a short 
time was spent producing them. By trial and error it is possible to produce some very fine 
weapons and the method used would seem to tally with the illustrations made by early man in 
the caves at Lascaux and elsewhere. 

ALPACAS IN OXFORDSHIRE 

Janet Sharpe 

You may have already seen them - the 'Peruvian sheep' with the long necks and supercilious 
expressions, in a paddock not too far from the President's cottage. The fact is alpaca breeding is 
beginning to catch on in this country. Demand for their superb quality wool is increasing and 
breeders can command £1000 or so for each fleece. Even a small herd of alpacas can, therefore, 
be a valuable investment and it seems likely that we will be seeing more of them in the English 
countryside in the future. 
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Any change in agricultural practice and animal husbandry is going to be of interest to the 
archaeologists of the future. We may pity them, perhaps, trying to compare the wool output of 
sheep and alpacas in 21st century Oxfordshire from a sample of not-too-well preserved bones. 
Let us be thankful that we (for the most part) need only concern ourselves with sheep, cow, 
horse and pig. 

Alpacas have a certain appeal. Although somewhat gawky when freshly-shorn, an animal in full 
fleece can pirouette and swirl her skirts like an Indian woman at a Peruvian fiesta. They are 
larger than sheep, with dainty hooves (technically nails rather than true hooves), long necks and 
an alert expression, with forward-pricked ears and large liquid eyes (Fig. 1). A shaggy crop of 
wool over the forehead lends an expression that belies their capricious nature and tendency to 
spit (an understatement for the forcible ejection of the stomach contents) when annoyed. 

Fig. 1. The alpaca is a close relative of the llama. 

Smaller, woollier versions of llamas, alpacas are one of four species of South American 
humpless camels. In addition to these domesticated forms, the larger guanaco and smaller 
vicuña still survive (just) in the wild. Llamas and alpacas were probably first domesticated in 
the Peruvian Andes around 4000 BC. They are closely related and may both share the guanaco 
as wild ancestor. 

The shorter, coarser hair of the llama was used to make blankets, sacks and rope but it was 
primarily kept as a pack animal and for its meat. The luxuriant fleece of the smaller alpaca was 
used in pre-Conquest times almost exclusively for clothing and the ancient weaving tradition 
has survived to the present day. Alpaca wool can be dyed but is mostly left in its natural colours, 
which range from white through grey to black and from light tan to dark brown. In Peru most is 
still spun using the primitive drop spindle method, and women and children can be seen 
spinmng as they tend the herds. 

In Inca times most llamas and alpacas belonged to the government and the state religion. Most 
of the wool from the state-owned animals was gathered into storehouses and distributed 
annually to the people: enough was provided for each family to be adequately clothed and the 
weaving of the cloth was the duty of the women of the household. Thus there was no real need 
for the people to keep their own herds. 

Llamas and alpacas were also used for sacrifices by the Incas who, unlike their Aztec 
contemporaries, only rarely sacrificed humans. The Peruvian Indians have clung to many of 
their old traditions beneath the veneer of Catholicism, and llamas and alpacas are still 
occasionally sacrificed in rural districts. One may be slaughtered on the steps of a church, for 
example, to sanctify a marriage. Of particular value are dried foetuses obtained from 
slaughtered animals - these are used as powerful medicine, buried in the foundations of new 
houses or burnt on hilltop shrines. Still made and used today are stone images of alpacas called 
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conopas. These have a hole in the back which is filled with fat before the conopa is buried in 
the fields before planting, as an offering to the earth goddess Pachamama to ensure the success 
of the crop. 

Fig. 2. Inca model of an alpaca in cast and soldered silver, 12 cm high. 

The animals are well-adapted to high altitude, having a high respiration rate and an extremely 
high red blood cell couñt. Llamas are found mostly above 3000 m altitude and alpacas above 
5000 m. They do not thrive on the coast. In Peru the alpaca depends on a certain type of 
vegetation - k'unkuna grass - for efficient chewing, a fine fleece and resistance to disease. 
Without this pasturage the animals suffer from malnutrition and overgrown incisors. 
Notwithstanding, alpacas seem to thrive in the British climate. Perhaps our grass and pelleted 
feeds are an adequate substitute for k'unkuna grass. A breeding programme is underway at the 
Rowett Research Institute at Aberdeen to improve fleece quality. The introduction of this 
exotic new domesticate into the British countryside should be well established in the 
archaeological record of the next millenium. 

Fig. 3. Stone conopa representing an alpaca, 4.5 cm high. 
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Shire Publications continue to expand their Archaeology series and these little books are still 
excellent value for money at £3.50. 

Viking Archaeology in Britain and Ireland by Richard Hall (Shire Archaeology 60) aims to 
provide an introduction to the archaeology of these Scandinavian invaders. From around 800 
AD until about the time of the Norman Conquest, the Vikings launched attacks along the 
coastline of the British Isles and penetrated into the interior, where many of them settled. A 
chapter on the impact of the early raids considers Viking weapons and fortifications. A 'great 
army' invaded Britain towards the end of 865 and by 879-880 the Vikings were masters of parts 
of Northumbria, Mercia and East Anglia. They over-wintered at Repton Derbyshire, in 873-74 
and this is the only encampment of the 'great army' located so far. At Repton there was a mass 
burial of some 250 people aged from their late teens to forties and with men outnumbering 
women by four to one. The absence of injury marks suggests that these people died of disease 
or plague. 

A brief summaly is given of Scandinavian settlement in Scotland (and its offshore islands such 
as Orkney and the Hebrides), Ireland and England, followed by more detailed accounts of 
Viking Dublin and York. Stone carving (mostly crosses and tombstones) and metal working 
( silver hoards) are the major art forms considered and a final chapter describes Viking burials, 
which are a source of both weapons and jewellery. Boat burials, surviving only as patterns of 
clench nails, are known from relatively few sites although less cautious excavation in the past 
may have destroyed others. 

The author is Deputy Director of the York Archaeological Trust and took part in the 'Viking 
Dig' at Coppergate and the creation of the Jorvik Viking Centre, both in York. He provides a 
clear and concise, but necessarily selective, introduction to his subject which is supplemented, 
in the usual Shire format, by lists of museums to visit and books to read. 

JS 

Medieval town plans by Brian Paul Hindle (Shire Archaeology 62) is a useful supplement to 
other Medieval titles in the same series, including the author's Medieval roads. It is essentially a 
practical guide. An introductory chapter defines the 'Medieval town' and outlines the reasons 
for urban growth between the mid 12th and early 14th centuries when most English and Welsh 
towns were founded. Sources of information include surviving features, archaeological remains, 
written records and maps. The different types of town plans (those with large central open 
market places, linear towns, castle towns, etc.) and the main features within them (streets, 
defences, markets, churches, suburbs and property boundaries) are described. Armed with a 
large-scale map and whatever historical and archaeological evidence is available it is usually 
possible to piece together the history of a town's growth through the Medieval period, noting 
the dates of particular periods of growth, how and why they occurred and how the layout of the 
town was altered as a result. Ludlow is described as a case study and there is a list of books for 
further reading. 

This well-written and illustrated little book would be a useful addition to the library of anyone 
interested in the Medieval period. 

JS 

Discovering parish boundaries by Angus Winchester (Shire Publications, £2.50) is not in the 
Shire Archaeology series but will be of immense interest to anyone involved in local history. 
Parish boundaries include some of the oldest features in the English landscape, many dating 
back to Anglo-Saxon times. A substantial body of work on territorial boundaries has been 
written in recent years but most of this has been published in specialist journals and is not 
available to the lay reader. This book attempts to fill the gap by providing a practical guide, 
showing how to start a study of local boundaries and how to assess the significance of a 
particular boundary pattern in historical and archaeological terms. 



The parish is first defined, with emphasis on the differences between the civil parish and the 
ecclesiastical one. Parish origins and the factors influencing size and shape are considered. 
Other chapters cover townships, vills and tithing, boroughs and cities, surveys and 
perambulations (such as 'beating the bounds'), boundary disputes and boundary stones and 
markers. Much obscure terminology is lucidly explained and help is given on how to analyse a 
boundary pattern. 

The latter part of the book describes Medieval local government in counties and hundreds and 
ecclesiastical administration through diocese and deanery, much of which is still relevant today. 
A final chapter describes the parish system in Scotland and Wales. There is a comprehensive 
bibliography with nearly 60 titles and an interesting appendix of place-names which record 
boundaries. There is even an index. For the amount of information crammed into its 88 pages, 
this little book is excellent value for money. 

JS 

Crowmarsh: a h&o,y of Crowmarsh Gifford, Newnham Murren, Mongewell and North Stoke by 
Berenice and David Pedgley is published by the Crowmarsh History Group (35 Thamesmead, 
Crowmarsh, Oxon 0X10 8EY) at £5.00. In this book the authors 'have tried to show how 
Crowmarsh has changed over the centuries to become what it is today, with emphasis on people 
and how they lived'. The text is not arranged in a single chronological sequence but instead 
highlights certain aspects of parish life which affected all who lived (and live) in Crowmarsh. 

The first chapter considers the evidence for prehistoric, Medieval and later settlement in the 
area, which comprises the four ancient sites of Crowmarsh, Newnham, Mongewell and North 
Stoke which today come under the civil parish of Crowmarsh. Documentary sources provide 
information on landlords and tenants, and changes in population and employment. Land 
division and land use are described in a separate chapter. 

Subsequent headins concern farmers with specific references to the history of many local 
farms, and houses including Mongewell Park, Howbeiy Park, Newnham Manor, the Springs 
(now a hotel), Chaise and Prospect Houses and Day's Cottages. Other chapters describe roads, 
churches, schools, craftsmen and shopkeepers, and services (such as public transport and water, 
gas and electricity supply). The care of the sick and poor is also considered (a leper hospital 
was established in Crowmarsh in the 12th century) with reference to local benefactors. 
Recreation (for centuries centred on the annual fair), law and order, war and misfortune also 
find chapters in this book. 

It is eminently readable: the authors are to be congratulated on producing a lively and 
interesting account of this parish and deliberately avoiding the stolid chronological approach. It 
should act as inspiration for anyone contemplating a parish survey and indeed the 
comprehensive reference list could provide many starting points. 

is 

SHORT NOTICES 

Principles of archaeological stratigraphy by Edward Harris (Academic Press, £17.50) is the 
second edition of this essential book for all practising archaeologists. The Harris Matrix, 
invented by the author, is a tested method for analysing and presenting stratigraphical 
sequences and is now widely used all over the world. 

Science-based dating in archaeology by Martin Aitken (Longman, £12.00 pbk) is a 
comprehensive survey of the many techniques available for dating the past. These include 
isotopic fractionation, pollen analysis, varves, tree-rings, radiocarbon, potassium-arson, 
uramum, fission track, thermoluminescence, electro-spin resonance, amino acid racemisation, 
obsidian hydration and magnetic dating. 

Recording the past: a photographer's handbook by Eric Houlder (Local History and KA.F. 
Brewin Books, £4.95 pbk) is full of valuable tips for photographing archaeological and 
historical sites. 
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Hominid remains: an up-date, British Isles and eastern Germany, edited by R. Orban, is 
published by the Department of Anthropology and Human Genetics of the Umversité Libre de 
Bruxelles (but there is a copy in the SOAG Library). The section on the British Isles is written 
by Chris Stringer of the Natural History Museum and provides a check list of fossil hominids 
and early sites in this country. Twenty-three sites are listed and the closest to home is a 
supposed early Mesolithic site near Thatcham, where accelerator dating of worked bone has 
yielded dates around 10,000 BP. 

Ancient Britain by James Dyer (Batsford, £9.95 pbk) is an up-to-date introduction to the people 
and customs of the Neolithic, Bronze and Iron Ages, written by a retired schoolmaster with a 
wide experience in presenting archaeology to the general public (he edits the Shire 
Archaeology series). 

Maiden Castle by Niall Sharples is a new title in the Batsford/English Heritage series (12.95 
pbk), scheduled for publication in May 1991. This will be a well-illustrated popular account of 
this site, explaining its geographical, social and economic importance from its beginnings 
through to its role as capital of the Durotriges and its conquest by the Romans. Members who 
attended the CIA conference in Dorchester in 1990 may find this book of particular interest! 

Roman brick and tile by Gerald Brodribb (Alan Sutton, £14.95) is a handbook for the study of 
this material, which is often found in profusion by fieldwalkers. 

The traditional buildings of England by Anthony Quiney (Thames and Hudson, £14.95) traces 
the development of English vernacular architecture and its social implications from Medieval 
times to the 18th centuiy. Brick building in England by Ronald Brunskill (Gollancz, £18.95) is 
another well-illustrated book for vernacular building enthusiasts. It is planned in three parts: 
the technology of brickmaking and brick building, a detailed glossaiy, and a historical survey. 
Once you've located an interesting old building, what can you do to help preserve it? Get hold 
of a copy of How to rescue a n4n - by setting up a local buildings preseivation trust by Hilary 
Weir (Architectural Heritage Fund, 17 Canton House Terrace, London, SW1Y SAW, £5.00). 

Church archaeology by Warwick Rodwell (Batsford, £19.95) deals with a specific type of 
building. This is another addition to the Batsford/English Heritage series and is a new edition 
of a book first published in 1981. Much has happened since then and this book includes the 
latest from 'new' sites such as Repton and York. If you are particularly interested in old 
churches, you might like to obtain a copy of Churches and chapels: investigatingplaces of worship 
by David Parsons (CBA, 112 Kennington Road, London SEll 6RE, £4.95). This is no. 8 in the 
CBA Practical Handbooks series and is intended as a field guide; the main emphasis is on the 
standing structure and how to interpret and record it, but interior design, permanent furnishings 
and documentary evidence are also considered. 

Finally, the Director's reportfor 1989-90 from the Oxford Archaeological Unit (OAU, 46 Hythe 
Bridge Street, Oxford 0X1 2EP, £2.50 post free) shows how the work of the OAU has 
expanded in recent years. There is now an increasing (and sometimes controversial) 
involvement in contract archaeology outside Oxfordshire, in areas as far-flung as 
Northamptonshire and Kent, and the effects of competitive tendering on archaeology are 
assessed. The OAU's work has now expanded beyond rescue excavation to include conservation 
and heritage management. 

38 



NOTES AND NEWS 

Mansion House 'restored' 
*** 

The 18th century Mansion House in Prospect Park, Reading, has finally been reopened to the 
public - but not as a gallery to house the overflow from Reading Museum as had originally been 
hoped (see SOAG Bulletin no. 43 (1987), pp. 37-38). Instead Reading Borough Council has 
leased the building to Whitbreads, the brewers, who spent £2.2 million 'restoring' it. This 
resulted in the demolition of the entire house except for the front wall and side returns. All the 
windows have been replaced with inaccurate replicas, the main entrance altered and the early 
Regency staircase destroyed. This work was allowed to go ahead despite strong objections from 
English Heritage and the Georgian Group. No archaeological recording was permitted, despite 
some interesting discoveries including a hidden streamway at the bottom of a well shaft found 
during the demolition of the cellars. Mansion House had been iven to Reading 'for the public's 
enjoyment'. it is now well and truly a public house - but the original building no longer exists. 

Clay pipes 

An unusually large collection of clay pipes dating from the 17th to 19th centuries has been 
found in a garden in Blewbury. It consists of about 5.5 kg (12 lb) of pipe stems, some with the 
makers' marks and initials, and 1-1.5 kg (2-3 lb) of bowls, many of them intact. This collection 
has been loaned to SOAG and a record will be published in a future issue of the SOAG 
Bulletin. Any members particularly interested in clay pipes are invited to contact the President - 
and may like to know that a Society for Clay Pipe Research was founded in 1984, c/o Mr R. 
Jackson, 13 Sommerville Road, Bristol, BS1 9AD. 

Archaeology and planning 

The Department of the Environment's Planning Policy Guidance (PPG) on 'Archaeology and 
planning' was published in November 1990 and has been greeted as a significant step forward in 
the preservation of our heritage. In future, planning applications must take into account the 
archaeological potential of sites and, wherever possible, archaeological remains are to be 
preserved in situ. Where this is not possible, the developer must pay for the excavation and 
recording of these remains. It is acknowledged that not all sites are of equal archaeological 
importance and local authorities are expected to carry out an evaluation of the sites in their 
areas. Unfortunately this PPG does not carry the force of the law, although documents of this 
kind are taken seriously by planning authorities. 

Peter Fowler 

SOAG's Hon. President Peter Fowler has been appointed a member of the Landscape Advisory 
Committee for the Secretaries of State for Transport and for Wales. He is the first 
archaeologist to be appointed to this committee, which advises on the landscape implications of 
new motorway and trunk road proposals and related environmental issues. 

Butser 

The Butser Ancient Farm Project Trust, near Petersfield, Hampshire, closed its doors to the 
public at the end of August 1990 to be dismantled and moved to a new site about 1.6 km (one 
mile) away near the village of Chalton. This follows the ending of an agreement between the 
Trust and Hampshire County Council, which owns the original site. The new site is twice the 
size of the old Demonstration Area and will contain various types of houses, an experimental 
arable plot and other features. The Trust plañs to carry out more work on pigs and poultry - 
and also to expand its education programme. Details of courses planned for 1991 can be 
obtained from Dr Peter Reynolds, Nexus House, Gravel Hill, Horndean, Hants, P08 00E. 

The OAU in Cu,rent Archaeology 

The new, bigger and better Current Archaeology has devoted the first of its larger format issues, 
no. 121 published in October 1990, to the work of the Oxford Archaeological Unit. The 
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Director, David Miles, describes the work of the Unit and this is followed by reports on ritual 
and burial in the Thames Valley, farmers and shepherds in the Bronze and Iron Ages (both by 
George Lambrick), Claydon Pike and Thornhill Farm (by David Miles and Simon Palmer), 
Abingdon (by Tim Allen) and Oxford (by Brian Durham). This provides an excellent account of 
the recent and current work undertaken by the Unit in Oxfordshire and many of the sites will 
be familiar to SOAG members. A copy is available in the SOAG Library. 

Iron pyrites as a source of iron 

Were iron pyrites nodules, common enough on he chalk downs, collected during the Iron Ae 
as a source of this metal? The high sulphur contént of pyrites has been thought to preclude this, 
since the presence of sulphur makes for poor iron. However, the results of a recent analysis of 
Iron Age currency bars are consistent with the source ore being iron pyrites. Experiments by R. 
Tylecote, the late doyen of archaeometallurgy, showed that oxidised nodules which had lost 
most of their sulphur could be smelted successfully, provided that siliceous material was added 
as a flux. Whether sufficient oxidised (limonitised) nodules could be collected from the small 
Iron Age fields to make this worthwhile is another matter, although should a cache of pyrites be 
found at an Iron Age site this would add weight (literally) to the argument. 

Good news for Avebury 

The tourist potential of Avebuiy in our current materialistic climate has led to a number of 
proposals for hotel complexes, leisure centres and the like in its vicinity. So far these proposals 
have been refused planning permission and recently two more have bitten the dust. Soon after 
he resumed the post of Secretary of State for the Environment, Michael Heseltine upheld the 
recommendation of his Inspector that permission to build a hotel and conference centre at 
West Kennet Farm should not be granted. West Kennet has been in the archaeological news 
recently with the discovery of a large double palisaded enclosure of possible ritual significance 
in the shadow of Silbury Hill, dated to around 2000 BC at the Neolithic/Bronze Age transition. 
A second smaller circular structure has also been discovered nearby. The second failed 
proposal is that of the developer who bought Avebury Manor with the intention of turning it 
mto an 'Elizabethan theme park. He put up some new buildings without planning permission 
but was later declared bankrupt. The Manor has just (March 1991) been bought by the 
National Trust, which intends to open the garden and a small part of the house to the public, 
although unfortunately the contents of the house had already been sold. One way or another, 
Avebury seems to be one of the most protected archaeological sites in the country. 

Holy wells, sacred springs 

It has been speculated that a Celtic stone head found at Caversham and not far from St Anne's 
Well might provide evidence for the well's antiquity (see SOAG Bulletin no.42 (1986), pp. 28- 
30). St Anne's Well is listed in a gazetteer of some 200 holy wells that still exist in the British 
Isles, published in 1985 by Janet and Colin Bord in their Sacred waters: holy wells and water lore 
in Britain and Ireland (Granada, £9.95). They list just three wells from Oxfordshire. St 
Margaret's Well at Binsey Church, 3 km (two miles) northwest of Oxford, is reputed to have 
been founded by St Fndeswide and was used to cure eye troubles and infertility. Fair 
Rosamund's Well at Blenheim Park, Woodstock, is named after the mistress of Henry II. 
Finally, Ladywell at Wilcote, 5 km (three miles) north of Witney, has never been known to run 
dry and was formerly used by the locals on Palm Sunday to make liquorice water. Does anyone 
know of any more? 

SOAG BULLETIN no. 48 (1991) 

Articles are requested for the next issue of the SOAG Bulletin. Preference will be given to items 
relevant to south Oxfordshire and they should reach the Editor by the end of 1991. Book 
reviews and news items would also be very welcome. All manuscripts should be typed if 
possible, or (preferably) submitted on 5.25 inch or 3.5 inch IBM-compatible discs or on 
Amstrad PCW discs. 
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