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OBITUARY: JEAN ALLEN 

Jean Allen died on 30 July 1991 at the Sue Ryder Home in Nettlebed and many of us 
attended her funeral at Whitchurch, where she lived before she moved to Cray's Pond and 
joined SOAG in February 1986. She later moved to Goring, where she remained one of our 
most active members, serving on the SOAG Committee during her last years with us. 

Jean worked on all the digs that SOAG was involved with, particularly at Abingdon and 
Gatehampton. It was whilst fieldwalking with us at Gatehampton that she was instrumental 
in discovering the Palaeolithic site there, by finding an extra large flake on the spoil heap. 
Always a willing fieldwalker, she used her knowledge and skills (her war service in the 
WRNS would have provided useful training in observation) to locate possible new sites. Her 
ability to come up with the best finds was legendary among her fellow fieldwalkers. Lately 
she had attended the Oxford Archaeological Unit on a regular basis, washing and 
sorting finds. 

We remember with affection and gratitude her enthusiasm and the infectious laugh that 
accompanied all her activities. 

Margaret Westwood 

OBITUARY: JOHN PERCIVAL 

John Percival was born and brought up at Lymm in Cheshire and went up to Manchester 
University. His studies there, however, were interrupted by the war, during which, in 1941, 
he joined the Berkshire War Agricultural Committee, based at Coley Park in Reading. 
During this period he became an Associate of the Institute of Agricultural Engineers. 

His work with the 'War Ag.' included the organising and supervision of German prisoners 
of war working on the farms, being in charge of the transport section, and latterly on the 
staff of the water supply and field drainage department. At the end of the war, he stayed 
with this department, which by then had become part of the Ministry of Agriculture, until 
his retirement. 

Thus most of his working life was spent on the land. This and his friendship with Pat 
Crampton of Goring led to his interest in archaeology. He became an active member of the 
Berkshire Archaeological Society and served on their Council for some 20 years. He joined 
SOAG in March 1981, acting as a Committee member for several years. 

He lived in Manor Road, Goring, from 1951 until his death at the age of 73 in August 1991. 
In spite of his unassuming attitude and modest appearance, he was a man of 
considerable knowledge. His death is a sad loss to SOAG, to those who knew him and, 
indeed, to his family. 

Bernard Levy and Alan Wilson 

PRESIDENTS REPORT FOR 1990-91 

This has been a quiet year for SOAG, after the intense activity of last year's digs, but we 
have been out and about meeting other archaeologists at public meetings and conferences. 

We have gained some 30 new members this year and our total membership now stands at 
about 140. Please continue to encourage friends to join: numbers constantly fluctuate in a 
group like ours and 'new blood' is always needed to keep up our strength. 



Fieldwork and other activities 

A general survey of Collins End was sparked off by the loan of a leaflet, The histo,y of Goring 
Heat/i Post Office, written by W. Hutt of Collins End. So far we have had five exploratory 
walks around the hamlet. Nothing is threatened so the survey can be carried out at leisure 
and the site is conveniently close at hand. 

We finally completed the Cleeve pipeline watching brief with two more walks along it, 
finding further scatters of flints including a microlith and a scraper. 

There were also two training walks for members around Bozedown and on investigating 
Chalk Wood we found a Mesolithic flint, a World War II gun site and several saw pits. 

Indoor activities have included a map study of linear earthworks in our area to see if they fall 
into any definite pattern (inconclusive) and a serious endeavour to start the write-up of the 
Newington dig (to be undertaken by SOAG member Dr Monamy Buckell). We revisited 
Newington to find that the whole site has now been covered with rubble from the house. 

The President was asked to work for three more days in the final trench at the Vineyard site 
in Abingdon, which contained mostly Medieval shops and pits. 

Another project underway is the recording of a large collection of old clay pipes on loan 
from a friend at Blewbury. The bowls and stems are being washed and sorted; most date to 
the 17th and 18th centuries. This project may be expanded to include pipes found in other 
localities, so if you know of any pipe finds within the SOAG area please get in touch with 
the President. 

We are also recording a small number of coins, some Roman, found in a garden at Cuxham. 
Dr Cathy King of the Ashmolean Museum has been consulted to help with dating and 
identifying them. 

The find of another Mesolithic 'Thames axe' has reawakened interest in Gatehampton. We 
now have permission to walk the land owned by Sylvan Nurseries and Mr Cloke's field 
adjacent to his shop: both these areas lie to the east of the railway line. 

Meetings 

Our season started in April 1990 with John Titterton talking about heraldry and buildings. 
This was followed in May by Martin Hicks of the OAU on monasticism in Canterbury. After 
the summer break we got off to a good start in September with Prof. Peter Worsley of 
Reading University talking on Ice Age geology in south Oxfordshire. This was followed in 
October by Tim Allen (OAU) on the Abingdon dig and in November by J. Steele-Clarke on 
Chaigrove and its church paintings. The year ended on an exotic note with Janet Sharpe 
(SOAG) talking about the archaeology of Mexico. The guest of honour at the AGM in 
March 199 1 was David Miles, Director of the OAU, who spoke about Anglo-Saxons in the 
Thames Valley. 

Conferences and courses [see SOAG Bulletin no.46 (1990), pp.6-8 for conference reports - 

Ed.] 

Six SOAG members attended the CBA9 Conference at Rectory Cottages, Bletchley, on 5 
May 1990. Dr Robin Holgate welcomed us personally and after the meeting and lectures we 
had a most informative tour around Rectory Cottages (now used for meetings) with their 
splendid 15th century cross beams and carved heads. 

Our next conference was on the archaeology of the Chilterns at the new John Dony Field 
Centre, Luton, which was attended by four SOAG members. Nine papers were presented on 
various subjects. 
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Eight members attended a lecture on Iron Age society by Barry Cunliffe, arranged by the 
Wallingford Society, and six members ventured into Reading to hear David Miles expound 
on the OAU dig at the Uffington White Horse (see SOAG Bulletin no.46 (1990), pp.8-10). 

We also attended the CBA9's AGM on 17 November, again at the John Dony Field Centre 
in Luton. Seven of us met there and set up our display which John Westwood had prepared 
for us: we are most grateful that he was able to produce this and it made us look very 
professional. Tim Allen took the Chair and there was much discussion about CBA9's 
structure and policy review. We had a very wet tour round Someries Castle and Waulud's 
Bank in Luton, returning at 3 pm for the excellent Beatrice de Cardi lecture on aerial 
photography by Dr Derrick Riley. 

Our biggest conference was the celebration of Sir Mortimer Wheeler's centenary at 
Dorchester, Dorset, with the Council for Independent Archaeology. Eleven SOAG members 
attended and after the AGM Prof. Martin Biddle spoke about Sir Mortimer. We then visited 
Maiden Castle: SOAG member Margaret Whitley was made much of, as she had actually 
dug there with Sir Mortimer. 

Nearer home, three members attended a day course at Rewley House, Oxford, on shops and 
shopping - mostly in Georgian times. It was a refreshing day and we met David Vaisey (an 
old friend of SOAG's), who spoke about the merchant Thomas Turner in the 1700s. 

Visits [see SOAG Bulletin no.46 (1990), pp.4-6 for reports of these excursions - Ed.] 

Our visits in the summer months were very enjoyable. In June nine members spent the day at 
Chedworth Roman Villa. This was followed in July by a visit by eight members and their 
families to Cogges Farm and Museum, where we explored every corner and watched baking 
in progress in the Edwardian kitchen. 

Our evening visit in August was to Ufton Court, a splendid Elizabethan mansion, where they 
were particularly pleased to have our opinions and comments as structural alterations were 
in progress. We were shown many interesting corners not usually visible and entertained 
with coffee and biscuits after an exhaustive tour, with 37 members present. 

An impromptu tour was arranged by three members, who made a flying visit around some 
well-known Oxfordshire sites, including Eynsham, the Devil's Quoits, Stanton Harcourt, 
Whitney, Cogges (where we paused to look at the trainee dig by the kitchen) and then on to 
Gravelly Guy and Abingdon (see SOAG Bulletin no.46 (1990), pp.11-12). 

The Party 

Again we had over 50 at our annual party at the Oratory School on 5 January 1991, despite 
awful weather (as usual!). David Nicholls won first prize for the competition, for which John 
Westwood provided part of his collection of bookbinding tools (and gave us a short talk 
about them). The feast was better than ever and plenty of raffle prizes gave us all a good 
chance to win. The raffle was run by Tom Gunner and our thanks are due to him for raising 
a goodly sum and to all those who contributed gifts and delicious platefuls of food, and/or 
helped in the preparation and clearing up. John Percival and his nephew managed the bar, 
with Alan Wilson to help. 

A book token was sent to the Oratory School as a token of our thanks and an 
acknowledgement has been received. 

Publications 

It was decided to make the Messenger bimonthly to try to reduce the President's work load. 
[We have since reverted to monthly Messengers but offers of help in its production and 
distribution would be appreciated - Ed.] 
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The production of the SOAG Bulletin is even more exacting. We must, however, thank and 
congratulate members on the improved standards of writing and a much more professional 
approach. It is worth all the effort, as we have received compliments from both professional 
archaeologists and businessmen. 

The Committee 

We are grateful to Jill Tyler for taking over the typing of the SOAG Bulletin as Peter Shanks 
has reluctantly had to give it up. Our thanks are due to Editor Janet Sharpe and to Dr Mike 
Fulton who produces the camera-ready copy on his laser printer for us. 

We are also indebted to Malcolm Todd, our Treasurer for the past six years (but who is now 
resigning) for keeping our accounts straight; to the Secretary, Margaret Westwood (who 
would also like to step down); to our Assistant Secretary, Joy Whitehead (who is also 
resigning); to our Librarian, Ann Hitchman, who has kept the library so well organised; and 
to our Auditor Graham Sharpe, whose job is essential to keep us afloat. A lively Group 
needs a lively Committee and new blood to keep it so: we are in need of some new 
Committee members with fresh ideas. 

Thank you all for your encouragement and support. 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 

SUMMER EXCURSIONS 1991 

Silchester 

On Sunday 16 June 1991, with thunderstorms in the offing, 14 members and friends visited 
the Roman town of Calleva Atrebatum near Silchester. This well-known site is remarkable 
in that the layout of the town is still preserved beneath the fields which lie within the 
defensive walls; unlike most other Romano-British towns, it was completely abandoned and 
its remains have never been obscured by later buildings. 

We parked by the church and began by looking at the amphitheatre, which is situated about 
100 m (330 ft) outside the eastern corner of the town walls. This is thought to have been 
built around 50-70 AD: it wasn't cleared and excavated until the 1980s and still shows signs 
of recent clearance and consolidation. It has an oval arena, some 45 x 39 m (148 x 128 ft), 
with two opposing entrances on the longer axis and a small semicircular recess or room each 
side on the shorter axis. Soil excavated from the arena, whose floor lies about 2 m (6 û) 
below ground level, was used to form the seating banks which were revetted first by timber 
and then, in the 3rd century, by a wall of flint and ironstone, the lower courses of which 
remain. This wall was probably about 3 m (10 ft) high originally and would have supported 
the wooden seating arrangements which may have held up to 9000 spectators. The 
amphitheatre would have been used for blood sports and public executions, rather than for 
dramatic entertainment. 

We made a slight detour to look at the latest repair work to the north wall then entered past 
the farmhouse which still has a granary standing on staddle stones. The modern path or 
'Drove' which crosses the site does not follow the line of an underlying Roman street. 
However, it is sometimes possible to see par of the town layout as cropmarks in the 
pastures, although we were not convinced on this occasion. The town plan, when revealed, is 
that of the 3rd to 4th centuries AD. In the centre was the forum basilica, the combined town 
hall and market place, which had a great hall (basilica) with adjoining rooms on one side of 
an open square which covered some 0.8 ha (2 acres). This was re-excavated by the University 
of Reading in 1982-84. 

The 3rd century masonry ramparts still enclose the site and can be seen from the Drove, 
where it can be appreciated just how large the site is. The path angles as it nears the west 
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wail and passes out through a gap which represents all that is left of the West Gate. The 
track then follows the outside of the wall round the southern half of the town, bringing one 
back to the church and car park. The path follows the line of the original ditch round the 
southwest corner, where it is wooded. The remains of the wall rise close to the left of the 
path and here it is tumbled and overgrown with vegetation. Emerging into the sunlight again 
for the southern stretch we found the best preserved part of the wall and the remains of the 
South Gate. At its highest the wall still stands an impressive 4.5 m ( 15 ft), which is probably 
close to its original height, and is 3 m (10 ft) thick at the base. It is built of irregular courses 
of flint brought in from chalk country at least IO km (6½ miles) away. The flints are set in 

( Roman) concrete and every four or five courses of flint are separated by a bonding course 
of slabs of various types of stone, including limestone from the Bath region some 80 km (50 
miles) away. It has been estimated that 105,000 wagon loads of flint and 45,000 loads of 
bonding stones were required no mean undertaking! Almost all the facing blocks have 
since disappeared. 

Before reaching the cars, we passed a small stream issuing through the wall. It is thought that 
this stream originally supplied the public baths. Numerous wells have been found in the 
town, showing that water was plentiful; some of these had been lined with old wine barrels. 

The Medieval church, the oldest surviving parts of which date back to the 12th century, is 

well worth a visit. The chancel walls are painted in an overall geometrical pattern. Just 
outside the church on the south side is part of a slender Roman column which once 
supported the church sundial. The column is said to come from a temple which lies beneath 
the churchyard - another example of continuity of use of a sacred site, passing from one faith 
to another. 

We left by car to visit the small site museum, which is about i km (½ mile) away in the 
modern village of Silchester. On the way the road passes through the line of the Iron Age 
defences, still an impressive bank and ditch in places, reminding us that Calleva was 
originally the tribal headquarters of the pre-Roman Atrebates. Founded as an Iron Age site 
in the mid ist century BC, Calleva flourished as a major trading and administrative centre 
until around 450 AD, when it was abandoned as other sites rose into prominence. 

The Calleva Museum provides a good introduction to the site, but the main collection is still 
awaiting display in greatly improved surroundings in the Reading Museum. Anyone 
interested in finding out more about the site is referred to the excellent guide book and also 
to George Boon's classic account in Silchester: tile Roman town of Calleva, published by 
David and Charles in 1974. However, on this occasion our thanks were particularly due to 
Gareth Thomas who shared his knowledge with us and acted as our guide on our walk round 
the site. 

Janet Sharpe 

Ryecote Chapel 

Eleven SOAG members visited the beautiful little chapel of St Michael at Ryecote on 13 

July 1991. The atmosphere was slightly marred by a pop concert next door in the garden of 
Ryecote House, but this was not too intrusive. 

We paid tribute to the vast yew tree in the churchyard, planted for the coronation of King 
Stephen in 1100 and still very hale and growing. It was supposedly brought over from 
Palestine - no customs regulations then! The Curator showed us round and she very kindly 
gave us a great deal of information about the Chapel, including the special 'pew' with a large 
square canopy over it which has gold stars cut out from old playing cards and was made 
especially for Queen Elizabeth I. On the opposite side is the minstrels' gallery, rather shaky 
but still intact, and a little oven to cook the Bread. We were allowed to mount the stairs to 
the minstrels' gallery and also up to the priest's room in the tower. Unfortunately the top of 
the tower is not safe and access is barred. We noticed masons' marks on the stonework of the 
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stairs. There is a huge reredos covering half the window, and various interesting doors. We 
then went round to have a look outside, noting the very fine pinnacles on the roof. 

After looking at the Chapel we proceeded to Great Flaseley and the large church there, 
which we explored. There are Medieval tiles in a frieze along the west wall, which we had 
recorded previously for the Medieval tile survey in about 1974. The church is in Decorated 
and Perpendicular styles and has a Jacobean pulpit and some interesting monuments. There 
were carved knights, a Saxon helmet and squints, among many other intriguing items. The 
churchyard had some remarkable 18th century tombstones in rows and we noticed the 
different periods of construction showing in the exterior walls of the church and the high 
chancel roof. We discovered a seven-bay tithe barn in a disused farmyard by the manor to 
the north of the church. The manor house was built of stone, as are most buildings here. 

It may be mentioned that St Michael's Chapel, Ryecote, was founded in 1449 by Richard 
Quatremayne, Lord of the Manor. It was built, unusually, in a single phase of construction 
and so is very important architecturally. The 16th century manor house was burnt down in 
1745 and demolished in 1800 except for a corner turret. The family still has many members 
living in the area and we have two descendants as SOAG members. 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 

Northgrove Wood 

Several SOAG members met for a rather damp woodland walk on the evening of 7 August 
1991 at Northgrove Wood, near Woodcote. 

Northgrove now comprises the whole area of woodland shown on the map (Fig. 1) but up to 
the 19th century it was divided into separate pieces. The Tithe Award map of 1853 shows 
Northgrove itself at 13 acres 3 rods 20 perches, Ape Croft at 5 acres, Whitelove Shaw at 
6 acres i rod 33 perches, Goswells Copse at 9 acres 34 perches with an additional i acre of 
underwood, Stoney Close Shaw at 2 acres 7 perches and Dead Croft Shaw at 6 acres i rod 
30 perches. 
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The name Ape Croft suggests that this was not originally woodland as the name refers to an 
enclosed piece of land with an aspen poplar on it. Country people in the past called this tree 
an 'apse' and as it was a relatively rare tree in this district it would have been commented on. 

There are three shaws in the wood and this probably means that the woodland was not 
originally continuous as 'shaws' are strips of woodland acting as boundaries to fields. This 
was certainly the case with Dead Croft Shaw, which abutted on to Dead Croft and Little 
Dead Croft, an enclosed area of approximately 5 acres on the Tithe Award map. Goswells 
Copse is interesting because the Goswells o'vned land in Checkendon from the 15th centuiy 
(1) and in the 17th century were farming at Neals Farm and employed a woodward (2). It 
may be that their connection with this wood derives from their leasing it annually for cutting 
the coppice. Whitelove Shaw, according to Margaret Gelling (3), may owe its name to the 
whiteness of the soil when tilled together with 'lowe' meaning hill or tumulus. The wood is 
now so overgrown that we probably would not have recognised a tumulus if it were present! 

In the Medieval period the wood probably belonged to Eynsham Abbey, along with the rest 
of South Stoke, and was managed by their woodwards (4). An indenture of 1595 refers to 
Richard Wyntershull of Little Stoke who made a gift to Richard Libbe of Hardwick of one 
parcel of wood ground coppice and arable land called North Grove Coppice in South Stoke, 
'lying between a highway called Red Lane 

E = the A4074] on the south and Common Fields 
of Woodcote on the north and the freehold of one Wilder of Paibles [ = Payables Farm}, in 
all 18 acres'. 

In the 18th century Northgrove was owned by the Massingberds of Little Stoke (5) and then 
consisted of some 14 acres. The rest of the wood appears to have been owned by Christ 
Church, Oxford, which was given South Stoke by Henry VIII after the dissolution of the 
monasteries. By 1853 there were several owners, showing that the woods had been sold 
piecemeal. In the Tithe Award of 1853 the underwood part of Goswells Copse is described 
as comprising i acre, and this would seem to be the area being cut by Mr Coterell that we 
saw on the walk. 

On the northeast border of the wood, between it and Hammonds Wood, lies the boundary 
between South Stoke and Checkendon. This is marked by two prominent parallel banks with 
a track between them. 

Nowadays the wood is owned by the Woodland Trust and is open to everyone; it is 
particularly worth a visit in the spring when the bluebells are out. 

References 

i Salter, H.E. (ed.), 1930. Boarstall Cartulaiy, p.11. Oxford Historical Society. 
2 OxfordArchives, MM II 33. 
3 Gelling, M., 1971. Place names ofOxfordshire, p.158. 
4 Preece, P., 1991. The wood with two names. SOAG Bulletin, no.46: 19-22. 
5 OxfordArchives, MM II 9. 

Pat Preece 

Editor's note: Northgrove Wood has been managed for centuries and parts are still actively 
coppiced. There are numerous examples of trees that have been cropped in various ways and 
we reproduce below Pat Preece's sketches which she distributed during the walk as an aid to 
recognition (Fig 2). 
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WATERLOGGED REMAINS 
THE CBA9 SPRING CONFERENCE 

e 

Three SOAG members attended the CBA9 Spring Conference, which was held at 
Northampton on 20 April 1991. The theme was 'waterlogged remains'. 

Dr Mark Robinson (University Museum, Oxford) opened the proceedings with a summary of 
wetland sites in the CBA9 area. There are no extensive wetlands but some small valley fens 
and buried river channels with peat deposits have yielded organic remains and evidence for 
environmental change. For example, Sidlings Copse east of Oxford has peat deposits 
spanning the entire Post-Glacial which reflect the original clearance of the area followed by 
an increase in woodland during Roman times, culminating in its establishment as part of a 
Medieval royal forest. More unusual sites include Neolithic long barrow ditches at South 
Stanwick preserved beneath the water table with evidence for early farming, and Bronze Age 
waterfront timbers preserved at Wa1linford on a former island of the Thames. Romano- 
British wells are another source of agricultural and horticultural evidence, as at Bancroft 
Villa, Milton Keynes where the remains of coriander, celery (originally a salt marsh plant), 
summer savory, various brassicas, two varieties of plums, cherries and caper spurge have 
been found. More recent waterlogged remains include the contents of a late 17th century 
latrine at Oriel College, Oxford, which show an upper class diet including black pepper, 
mulberries, raspberries, figs and mustard - and numerous sewage flies and eggs of 
parasitic worms! 

A series of specific site reports followed. Peter Busby (Milton Keynes Archaeological Unit) 
described remains from Westbury DMV and neighbouring sites, which included Roman 
footwear and a Saxon flax retting pit. Anthony Maul! (Bedfordshire Archaeo!ogy Service) 
discussed Iron Age, Roman and Medieval waterlogged remains from Warren Villas Quarry 
and Dave Warren (Manshead Archaeological Society) talked about a possible Roman 
church building at Bidwel! near Dunstable which had been supported on numerous 
timber piles. 



The morning session ended with George Lambrick (OAU) reviewing the work of the Oxford 
Archaeological Unit in the Thames Valley with respect to waterlogged remains. Sites 
included the Dorchester-Alcester Roman road at Otmoor, where large square bridge 
timbers were dated to 95 AD. A double row of timber piles alongside a Roman road near 
Whitney may have supported a walkway. Middle Iron Ae farmers at Farmoor appear to 
have exploited rich summer grazing on a seasonal basis: there is no evidence for hay 
meadows before Roman times. A potential problem facing these sites with waterlogged 
deposits is the lowering of the water table as a result of gravel extraction. 

After lunch the outlook became drier. Stan Cauvain (Chess Valley Archaeological and 
Historical Society) described a Medieval kiln site in Chesham and Bob Zeepvat (Milton 
Keynes Archaeological Unit) talked about DMVs at Caldicott, Tattenhoe and Westbury. 
Good relations with local metal detectorists had brought to light a Roman coin forger's 
equipment for making 'barbarous radiates' on the site of the Fenny Stratford bypass. Brian 
Dicks (English Heritage) described excavations in the gardens of Kirby Hall in 
Northamptonshire, an Elizabethan Renaissance house dating from 1570. Its garden had the 
reputation of being one of England's finest and the present work is being carried out with a 
view to restoring it to its appearance in the late 17th century. Finally, Roy Friendship-Taylor 
( Upper Nene Archaeological Society) presented a summary of excavations at Piddington 
near Northampton, where a Late Iron Age settlement gave way to a Roman villa. The 
changing shape of the villa with time has been established and also the fact that coal was 
being used to fire the hypocausts by 250 AD. 

Janet Sharpe 

COUNCIL FOR BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP 9 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT BRILL 

Thirteen SOAG members attended the CBA9 AGM at Brui on 19 October 1991. We met at 
Brill Windmill at 10.30 am and were taken round it in relays by Andrew Pike. It was 
exceedingly cold and we all huddled in the lee of the building awaiting our turn. We climbed 
up both stories: it was a post mill with the date 1668 on an internal beam but it has been 
rebuilt several times (mills often burned down). We were told that there used to be six mills 
in Bnl!. 

We then drove about two miles to Boarstall Tower where it was sunny and sheltered, with a 
delightful garden. Instead of the expected ruin, we found a solid gatehouse lived in by Dr 
and Mrs Stephen Hall and their family. They invited us to climb the spiral staircase to the 
music room, a vast room across the gate with the road beneath, which had lovely beams 
across the ceiling, a roaring fire and a most welcome spread of cakes and coffee. The house 
is of stone and is in excellent repair. Mosaics by Dr Hall decorate the walls and the Aubrey 
coats of arms the windows. We ascended further, on to the roof with its marvellous views 
from where we were able to see the moat and bridge. A walk round the gardens showed us 
the well, humps where the house had originally stood before it was demolished in 1722, and 
further lengths of moat. 

After thanking our hosts we returned to Brui and toured the village to see some of the 
famous kiln sites. We also kicked a few molehills looking for bits of Brui pottery and found 
several sherds. Everywhere there were clay pits. By now the weather had clouded over and 
we ate our lunch in the Memorial Hall, where we convened for the AGM at 2. 15 pm. 

Dr Richard Ivens took the Chair and the AGM was followed by his talk on the history of 
Brill. Unfortunately the acoustics in the Hall were very bad and it was difficult to hear what 
was said. The meeting closed at about 4.30 pm. 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 
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COUNCIL FOR INDEPENDENT ARCHAEOLOGY 
CONGRESS AT BRISTOL 

The 1991 Congress of the Council for Independent Archaeology (CIA) was held on 14- 
15 September at the Churchill Hall, Bristol. Three SOAG members attended. Andrew 
Selkirk (President and Editor of Current Archaeology) welcomed us all and in his 
introductory talk gave us amateurs various suggestions for dealing successfully with 
professional archaeologists. 

The Congress consisted of a number of sessions during which representatives of local 
amateur archaeological groups spoke about their work. Dr John Coles took the Chair for the 
first session, and introduced Albert Daniels on the Snodland Roman Villa which was first 
recorded in 1850 when Roman bricks were found. This site is on the Medway in Kent and 
the enlargement of the local gasworks in 1940, 1967 and 1971 enabled digs to be organised. 
Keith Parfitt (Dover Archaeological Group) spoke about new discoveries at Deal, including 
a Bronze Age ring ditch, a Roman boundary ditch and a Celtic grave with a fine sword, a 
headband still in position on the skull (illustrated on the cover of Current Archaeology 
no.125) and a brooch decorated with pink coral. There were also two Iron Age cemeteries, 
with 28 and 14 graves respectively, underlying an Anglo-Saxon cemetery. Several examples 
of Celtic art and Anglo-Saxon jewellery were recovered. Peter Halkin (Chairman of the East 
Riding Group) produced an unusual face urn from near York, a piece of wood dated 7037 
BP, and described Iron Age hut circles revealed in an aerial survey around Foulness. Colin 
Baddley then spoke about the Roman fortress at Mancetter, where finds included a mass of 
lamps of unique design and a pit containing carbonised grain. 

After lunch Carol Hutchinson talked about Craswell Priory, Hereford. Founded in 1442 by 
the French Grandmartine group, it is the only example of its kind in England and was 
disbanded as late as the 18th century. The plain chapel has a unique broad apse and other 
interesting features including a slype and a decomposing pit. Other speakers included Roger 
Ainslie (Abingdon) on the Drayton Cursus and Eddie Price on Frocester Villa. 

The three after-dinner speakers that evening were Leslie Grinsell (who is now 85) on 
barrows, Ted Wright on an ancient boat and Anthony Emery on Medieval houses. 

Highlights of the Sunday morning session included Edward Archer (CIA Lanark) who 
reported stones being found beneath peat by dowsing. Andrew Pike (Hendon and District 
Archaeological Group) talked about publication and the British Archaeological Reports 
(BAR) series as a means of achieving this. Liz Taylor (Hendon) described Paddington Villa, 
a large high status villa with herringbone floors and cellars, and Ed Walters (Forest of Dean) 
had found a ist century fort by aerial survey. Other reports included sites in Hastings, Bristol 
and Monmouthshire. 

In the afternoon we had a guided tour of historic Bristol and saw (among other things) the 
castle and bridge, i7th century Kings Street, almshouses, various churches, the sally port 
tunnel, the Court House of 1692 and the Guildhall which is a i5th century jettied house. We 
returned to the 18th century via the Stock Exchange before leaving for home. On the return 
journey we made a stop at Cadbury to see the Roman villa and the Abbey and to talk to 
diggers there, another stop near Caine to find the long barrow and a final stop in Avebury 
for a welcome snack. 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 

EYNSHAM ABBEY: A DAY COURSE 

On 19 October 1991 I attended a day course on Eynsham Abbey run by the Oxfordshire 
Local History Association and hosted by the Eynsham Historical Society. 
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The first speaker was Dr John Blair who told us about the Saxon abbey. Using other abbeys 
and munsters as examples, he mentioned that many of them seemed to have been built within 
earlier earthworks. This was followed by a short resumé of the history of Eynsham Abbey up 
to the dissolution by Dr F.B. Atkins, the Chairman of OLHA. The final lecture of the 
mornin was by Dr Graham Keevil of the Oxford Archaeological Unit who described the 
excavations taking place near the abbey church. 

After lunch we were taken for a walk round the village. We were shown some of the odd bits 
of masonry from the abbey that had been incorporated into several buildings and also some 
barns that are thought to have belonged to the abbey. We were also told about the site of the 
fishponds (but not taken there as our guide thought it would be too muddy). 

We were then taken around the excavations by Graham Keevil and shown part of the Saxon 
abbey. The walls were defined by post holes and were of wood, though whether the church 
was built of stone is so far unknown. The Medieval abbey church was thought to be under 
the churchyard and therefore could not be excavated. Next to this area the Medieval abbey 
kitchen had been excavated and the various places where open fires had been placed over 
the centuries could be seen. They had also found the remains of a battery of clay ovens with 
fires beneath where the abbey had cooked pastries for their many guests. 

The confirmation of John Blair's theory had been found with part of a prehistoric earthwork 
and a standing stone on the site. 

It was a very interesting day, particularly for me as it was nice to visit the place where the 
Eynsham cartulary had been written: I have spent a great deal of time studying it in relation 
to South Stoke parish and Abbots Wood. 

FIELDWALKING AT GATEHAMPTON 1991 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 

Introduction 

Pat Preece 

The discovery of a Roman grain-drying oven during the pipeline excavations at 
Gatehampton near Goring (SOAG Bulletin no.43 (1987), pp.23-28) led to speculation about 
the possibility of a Roman farm or villa in the vicinity. Gatehampton was also the site of a 
Medieval hamlet, the exact whereabouts of which is unknown. In the search for more 
evidence, two of us visited Gatehampton Farm at the beginning of March 1991 to investigate 
the area to the east of the railway line. We found that the field nearest to Goring had been 
sold to Sylvan Nurseries, so the new owner was approached for his permission for us to 
fleidwalk: this was granted, providing we were careful of the rows of young trees. 

Although the land appears to consist of four fields (Fig. 1) it is, to all intents and purposes, 
one large area divided into four strips, Sylvan Nurseries having the outer one and the other 
three remaining in the possession of Mr Cloke of Gatehampton Farm. The strip next to 
Sylvan Nurseries was impossible to walk, being covered with a thick carpet of weeds, the next 
one had been ploughed and the one at the farm end was under strawberries. Mr Cloke 
willingly gave his permission for us to fieldwalk the ploughed strip. 

12 
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Fig. 1. Map showing the areas fieldwalked at Gatehampton in 1991. 

Sylvan Nurseries 

We made haste to fieldwalk this strip before any more trees were planted. We worked along 
the rows between the trees, in strips i m wide and in 30 m lengths. We also took 
measurements in order to plot the area onto the map. 

We noted that most of the finds (flints, tile and some pottery) were in the sandier soil which 
appeared in long patches towards the railway end. We washed and processed all the finds 
and discussed the results with Tim Allen of the OAU, who suggested that we also fieldwalk 
the ploughed strip on Mr Cloke's land to see what was there. Tim hoped that we would also 
be able to walk the middle strip but this had been left fallow with high thistles and it was 
quite impossible, both then and now, to fieldwalk. 

Gatehampton Farm 

The central strip had already been ploughed and on 1 May we measured it out into 
fieldwalking strips 2.5 m wide and in 30 m lengths. We had time that day to do the first strip 
(A) and whilst putting in the marker flags we noticed a great deal of tile in one area: there 
was so much that photographs were taken of the scatter before we started fieldwalking. 

There was both Roman and Medieval pot in this field. Of particular interest were sherds of 
Roman Castor ware and Samian ware (both high quality pottery), a piece of Medieval green- 
glazed ware, slag and fragments of Roman tile, comprising both tegulae and imbrices. Once 
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again the finds seemed to occur mostly in sandy and chalky scrapes towards the railway end 
of the field. There was also plenty of Medieval tile. In row H a small Roman coin was found 
and Roman sandal-studs or 'hobnails' were found in rows J and K. We noticed that the 
Medieval pottery tended to occur in patches of darker soil (pits?). The fleidwalking was 
completed on 20 May. 

The finds were processed and the results tabulated. A coloured distribution chart, showing 
the relative amounts of pottery, tile, metalwork, etc. found in each 30 m strip, gave us quite a 
good picture which compared interestingly with the cropmarks shown on an aerial 
photograph of 1959. The work was finished; by 15 June and the finds were then taken to the 
OAU where specialists have been examining them; we await their comments with interest. 

THE PARISH BOUNDARY OF SOUTH STOKE 

Pat Preece 

In 1991 Mary Kift, Marion Fallowfield and I traced the original parish boundaiy of South 
Stoke. It seems probable that the boundary may have been present in Saxon times. At the 
time of Domesday, South Stoke was held by the Bishop of Lincoln and was said to have 17 
hides and i virgate. Allowing a hide to be approximately i 10 acres (45 ha) and a virgate 30 
acres (12 ha) - they both varied - the estate at that time was possibly about 2000 acres (810 
ha), the probable size of the old parish which included Woodcote. 

Starting from the Thames, the northern boundary begins with a stream called the Mereditch. 
This was first mentioned in 1220, where the 'Meredicheshende' was the site of a virgate of 
land, and later in 1366, where Merediche was described as lying between the lordships of 
Stoke Abbas (South Stoke) and Stoke Marmion (Little Stoke) (1, 2). This stream is still 
present and forms part of a drainage system to the riverside meadows. 'Mere' refers to 
'boundary' in this context and is found in documents as late as the 18th century, taking its 
origin from the Saxon 'gemaere' meaning 'boundary'. Along the western end of this ditch on 
the South Stoke side there is an overgrown hedge containing many trees (Fig. i, A). This has 
an average count of seven species and contains maple, dogwood, wild rose, chestnut, 
sycamore, ash and lime. 

Beyond the ditch the hedge continues to the Wallingford road and near it there are traces of 
an old track with banks on either side. This part of the hedge is particularly rich, with an 
average count of 8.7 and two counts of ten. It includes such indicator species (i.e. species 
indicating an old hedge) as spindle, maple, wayfaring tree, dogwood, crab apple, etc. and 
some very old oaks are also present. 

After the road the boundary has sudden changes of direction, suggesting that it may have 
been instituted when strips were found in the 'North Field' of the manor and that it followed 
their outline. As Eynsham Abbey acquired the parish in 1109, when it was given 'Stoches' 
and 'Wodecote' and its woodland (3), it seems likely that the strips were laid out before this 
date. A length of surviving hedge (Fig. 1, B) on a bank, south of Middle Barn, has a count of 
six species, including maple, spindle and wayfaring tree, but this has been damaged by fire 
(stubble burning?) and may have had more species in the past. 

The boundary then follows the rising ground and continues past the Icknield Way (which 
crosses it) with a broad bank having large spindle bushes in a hedge (Fig. 1, C); this has a 
count of five species. It has now joined the Portway which was known as Red Lane; the entiy 
was probably at 'Red Lane Gate' which was first noted in 1629 (4). 

The course is next marked by a hedge (Fig. 1, D) on a track leaving the road to Checkendon; 
this has a count of six species, including hazel and wild rose. The track enters woodland, 
separating Hammonds Wood in Checkendon, which was first mentioned in 1383 (5), and 
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Fig. 1. The boundary of South Stoke, based on a map of 1818. 



Ape Croft coppice, which is part of Northgrove Wood. Ape, incidentally, is not simian in this 
context but a corruption of aspen. The track here has large banks on either side. In 
1716 Northgrove was part of the Little Stoke estate belonging to the Massingberd Mundy 
family (6). 

The boundary now continues south of Wimblefield in Checkendon, and this is shown in a 
survey of 1564 (7). The next point of interest is Corkers Lane, where again it runs between 
two appreciable banks with the track betweçn; this is in a shaw or narrow wooded area. The 
name Corker is first found in 1366 when 'Corkke' had a virgate of land. In 1704 John Corcor 
had a messuage in Exlade with one stable, òne barn, one orchard, a garden and 1½ virgates 
of land (4, 8). 

The boundary line now turns south down Cocks Hill which has banks on either side and 
then, delineated by a bank, passes Holly Shaw. The next part is on the main road to Reading, 
still with a bank on either side, passing between Lackmore Wood to the north and Abbots 
Wood to the south. Lackmore Wood probably derives its name from the pond or 'mere' on 
its northern border and has a documentary history dating back to the 17th centuiy (9). 
Abbots Wood was given with South Stoke to Eynsham Abbey in 1109 and was eventually 
named after the abbot. 

Leaving the woodlands, the boundary passes the fields of College Farm which were assarted 
in the 17th century by Christ Church College, Oxford, which was given South Stoke by Henry 
VIII after the dissolution of the monastery. It then goes south along the old Caversham 
border: there is a hedge at this point but it has an average of only four species (Fig. 1, E). 

Turning west again, the line now runs between Abbots Wood and several woods which used 
to belong to the Allnutt charity of Goring Heath and which are fully documented in the 
charity papers from the end of the 17th century. Along this stretch there is a track with banks 
which must be a continuation of Green Lane, as Greenmoor Hill is approached. Beyond 
Greenmoor Hill the boundary passes the edge of Upper Covert, woodland that has grown up 
over old clay workings, and then along the border of Naked Shaw. There is a bank here 
surmounted by old coppiced hornbeams mixed with pollarded hornbeams and oaks and to 
the north of this there are the remains of a hollow way, again probably a continuation of 
Green Lane. Past an unmarked stretch the boundary reaches Beech Lane. This was named 
after the à la Beches who owned Applehanger (10), although it was also called Green Lane 
in 1368 (in Norman French, 'une haute chemyn appelle Grenelane' (11)). The boundary now 
runs along Beech Lane for a short distance and then along the edges of Woodcroft Wood 
and High Wood, where it is delineated once again by a bank and the remains of a track. 
Leaving the woods, the boundary runs on the top of a lynchet which is crowned with a 
quantity of old spindle. From here on the boundary is marked with a low bank which 
disappears at Grove Farm and then runs down to the river with no landmarks. 

The South Stoke boundary is therefore still marked with banks, hedges and trackways for 
much of its length and it seems likely that in Medieval times and possibly earlier the bounds 
could have been walked easily. Unfortunately, many of the hedges that may have existed 
have probably been destroyed, either being grubbed out or burnt. 
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THE HEALING WATERS OF CAVERSHAM 

Mary Kift 

Until Caversham changed from an Oxfordshire riverside village into an urbanised area on 
the outskirts of Reading (it became part of the Borough of Reading in 191 1) many springs 
abounded there, bubbling up at the base of wayside banks and forming little streams like the 
Swilley. This still ran down from Emmer Green, which lies within the ecclesiastical parish of 
Caversham, as late as the 1920s, towards the dry chalk valley known as Hemdean or Bugs 
Bottom of plaiming protest fame. 

Some of these springs contained a high mineral content and it is not surprising, therefore, to 
find that in Medieval times a well existed fed by a chalybeate spring, 'the healing waters of 
which brought many pilgrims to Caversham'. This well, now restored after being lost for 
some two centuries, can be found on the brow of Priest Hill. In the Middle Ages it was in the 
care of monks from Notley Abbey near Thame, and was dedicated to St Anne. 

In 1727 John Loveday, antiquary and 'distinguished man of letters', who lived at Caversham 
Parsonage (later renamed Caversham Court) was deeply interested in the history of his 
village and wrote to his friend, the historian and librarian Thomas Hearne: '. . . the religious 
went at certain times [in procession] to a well now in the hedge between the field called The 
Mount and the lane called Priest's Lane which is supposed to have its name from their going 
thru' it to the well. It was formerly St Anne's well. There was in the memory of man a large 
oak, just by the well, which was also held in great veneration'. 

Some time after 1727 the well was lost. Then, in the Reading Mercwy of 13 January 1906, the 
followin letter appeared: 'Sir, a curious discovery has been made during the present week at 
Priest Hill, Caversham, deserving, I think, more than passing interest. The bank on the south 
side of Priest Hill was being cleared away by Messrs Talbot & Son, owners of the ad)acent 
land, and the workmen came upon an ancient well, circular in shape and five feet two inches 
[157.5 cm] in diameter with walling or steining composed of small rectangular blocks of 
chalk about three and a half inches [9 cm] long by two and a half inches [6.4 cm] in thickness 
with occasional pieces of flint. 

'The site of this well corresponds exactly with that described in a letter from J. Loveday 
written to Thomas Hearne in 1727. 

'The depth of the well has not been ascertained but there are signs on one side of an arch in 
the chalk steinin as if a heading had been driven to tap a spring and the inference is that the 
water was sufficiently near the surface to admit of its being obtained by dipping, in which 
case the questions naturally arise: where did thewater come from? and why does it not flow 
now? Although the subsoil at the spot consists of drift gravel, there is, as seen by the section 
exposed by the new road now being made through the bank, a considerable deposit of what 
may be called "argillaceous loam", quite strong enough to hold up the water in the gravel 
which would flow out at the escarpment. Springs have, within the last few years, been found 
in the same strata along the Kidmore Road and that under notice must have been tapped 
and drained away years ago by many excavations for building operations at a lower level ... 

'There is, I fear, no chance of the relic being preserved "in situ" and the boys who play in the 
neighbouring waste have already damaged the chalk steining to a considerable extent, so 
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anyone sufficiently interested should visit the spot without delay. I am, Sir, Yours faithfully, 
William Wing. Caversham, Oxon. 10 January, 1906.' 

William Wing was a local architect and amateur historian who lived in Caversham around 
the turn of the century. His fears about the well not being preserved were dispelled some 
two years later when, on Saturday 19 April 1908, the following piece appeared in the Reading 
Mercu,y: 'The ancient well of St Anne in Priest Hill will be dedicated to the Parish of 
Caversham in the name of the Caversham Urban District Council on Friday afternoon next. 
The ceremony will take place on the site of the well in Priest Hill and all persons interested 
are invited to be present. Speeches will be rade by Dr Hurry and others.' 

Dr Hurry, a well-known Reading resident, had researched into the subject of holy wells and 
gave the attending audience some interesting information on them. According to his findings 
there were some 500 sites throughout the country of which possibly eight were dedicated to 
St Anne, the other seven being at Buxton, Malvern, Brighton, Exeter, Basingstoke, 
Nottingham and Bristtington in Somerset. He mentioned ancient customs attached to such 
wells. In past times parents who had sons at sea dropped little pebbles into the water and 
gathered from the number of bubbles that came up whether their boys were still alive. 
Lovesick maidens came to such places to find out if their lovers were still faithful and 
travellers dropped a pebble, pin or small coin ìnto the well in the hope of ensuring good luck 
on their journeys. 

Although the well of St Anne was lost for many years, the healing waters of Caversham were 
once again used in the early 19th century when, in 1803, a chalybeate spring was discovered 
in the rounds of a house in Surley Row, Emmer Green. It came to light whilst clearing and 
preparing the ground of an old orchard for a garden. A certain Mr T.E. Williams wrote a 
booklet on this find and it was printed and published by A.M. Smart & Co. in 1808 under the 
title Observations and experiments on the virtues and properties of the chalybeate spring at 
Caversham, near Reading. 

Let us leave it to this good gentleman to enlighten us in his own words: 'The ochreous 
appearance of the surface of the water first induced the author to make some slight 
experiments to ascertain with what mineral it was impregnated. The result immediately 
proved that it was water saturated to the highest degree with iron held in solution by 
carbonic acid gas. To the taster there is a very strong astringency which remains for a 
considerable length of time upon the palate. It instantly produces a very deep black with the 
infusion of galls or tea. Exposed for a short time it loses its brilliancy. The smell immediately 
detects sulphureous gas'. 

An account was soon published in the Medical and Physical Journal: 'Mineral springs of a 
chalybeate nature are by no means uncommon in this island, but very few either in strength 
or efficacy approach Caversham Spa . . . The proprietor has erected a pump to exclude the 
atmospheric air, since which time the water has been clear and sparkling'. 

The fame of this spring soon extended to the whole surroundin countryside, but 'caution 
was necessary as a quarter of a pint was enough to induce in many feverishness and 
headache almost at onc&. So it was small doses at first! To gain maximum advantage, it was 
advised that it should be taken fresh from the pump and it was said to have been of a 
superior strength to the celebrated chalybeate spring at Tunbridge. 

According to a Dr Saunders in his treatise on mineral waters, chalybeate waters are of a 
decidedly stimulant nature. He says: 'Soon after taking a moderate dose the pulse is raised in 
strength; the patient, if previously chilly and pale feels a glow due to increased circulation'. 
But beware! 'It is not uncommon on beginning a course of these waters to experience 
nausea, vomiting and pain about the stomach. Or else a heaviness of the head, slight vertigo 
and a sense of fullness over the whole body.' Who then would take the waters? 

Just in case people questioned the healing properties of the spring at Caversham 'Spa', Mr 
Williams' booklet lists at the back several cases of the sick having been cured. A man, who 



for years had been subject to a rheumatic affliction, was confined to his bed after a severe 
attack, but by drinking copiously of the water fully recovered. However, on neglecting to use 
the water the complaint returned with increased violence and was cured once more by 
drinking it. A child of two, living near the spring, had rickets and swelling joints, being 
unable to stand: the spring cured the infant. A man of 70 who had been unable to see for two 
years was restored to perfect eyesight after frequently bathing his eyes in the water. Another 
child, who was covered in swellings and eruptions after an attack of measles, was also cured. 
[.astly, there was the case of the 'poor woman of the name of Green residing in Friday 
Street, Henley, who for many years had suffered from an ulcer on the upper lip'. She drank 
two and a half pints (1.4 1) daily and washed her face in this medicinal water, and after three 
months she was well on the way to recovery. 

Bottles of this water were sold in Henley and Reading and no doubt there was a plentiful 
supply in shops in Caversham, though it was even better to make a journey to the Physic 
Garden at Surley Row, Emmer Green and drink it fresh from the pump in or beside the 
grounds of Springfield House, later known as Springfield St Luke. Perhaps it is no 
coincidence that the name of this doctor saint is linked with the site of this medicinal spring. 

SECOND WORLD WAR PILLBOXES 

Philip Turner 

The small concrete gun emplacements, known as piliboxes, are probably familiar to most 
people in south Oxfordshire because of the large number found along the Thames. 

They were built in the summer of 1940, when invasion threatened, as part of a long defensive 
system called the GHQ Line. This stretched across southern England from Bristol to the 
Thames Estuary and then ran northwards to the Wash. It was primarily intended to stop 
enemy forces reaching the industrial Midlands and was made up of natural barriers such as 
rivers and canals, antitank ditches, various types of concrete obstacle, barbed wire 
entanglements and piliboxes. Had there been an invasion it would have been the equivalent 
of the Front Line behind which the main army reserves were kept. 

Altogether 17,000 pillboxes were built on the GHQ Line and other 'stop lines' constructed 
around the country. As such it represents the largest single military building operation in the 
country's history and is important for that reason alone. It is estimated that about 4000 
piliboxes are now left although the number is slowly being reduced each year through 
agricultural improvements, road widening schemes and so forth. 

The section from Dorchester to Pangbourne was particularly well defended because of the 
strategic importance of this part of the Thames Valley in controlling the approaches to 
Oxford. Dotted along the 15 miles or so of river are 40 piliboxes which constitute one of the 
heaviest concentrations in the whole country. 

They are generally located near to bridges and other likely crossing points on the Thames. 
Moulsford railway bridge, for example, has its flanks protected by two infantry piliboxes 
carefully designed as part of the bridge. There are also pillboxes on either side of 
Wallingford Bridge, one at the Lido being cunñingly disguised as part of a WC block (Fig.1). 
At Dorchester there are pillboxes at either end of the Dyke Hills, which provide an 
interesting example of historic continuity, and at Goring there is a pillbox still with some of 
its camouflage markings. 
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Fig. 1. Pilibox at the Lido, Wallingford bridge. 

The piliboxes were built by local building contractors, including Boshers of Cholsey and 
Smalibones of Streatley, using War Office designs and under the direction of the local 
commander, Royal Engineers. There were two basic types: the large rectangular antitank 
pillbox with walls 3 ft 6 in (107 cm) thick and the smaller hexagonal infantry pillbox which 
usually had thinner walls. They were built of reinforced concrete and were designed, in most 
cases, to be shellproof. 

It is interesting to speculate how effective they would have been if used in action. Quite 
possibly they would have been 'death traps' or else the enemy would simply have veered 
round them. Thankfully the situation never arose. They are now quite rightly being 
recognised for their historic importance and some have been statutorily listed. 

Because the pillboxes were built at a time of national crisis, and for reasons of secrecy, very 
few records were kept. Strange as it may seem, therefore, they are mainly an archaeological 
survival since the written record is so very patchy. If anyone has any information about the 
building of pillboxes in south Oxfordshire and the units which manned them I would be very 
interested to hear from them. 

BUGS BOYFOM 

Molly Casey 

The news that, after the long struggle to save it, Bugs Bottom had finally fallen victim to the 
developers seeking to transform it into a housing estate, was greeted with widespread 



dismay. Much will be lost when this unspoilt valley is finally built over. What will be the loss 
to archaeology? 

To be honest, the answer must be 'not much'. But that begs the question of what is 'not 
much'. The Trust for Wessex Archaeology (Bugs Bottom having been transferred from 
Oxfordshire to Berkshire in 1911) carried out a survey in 1991 and concluded that there 
might be material on the higher parts of the western side of the valley. At the developers' 
expense, they will be allowed to carry out a more extensive examination and to record and 
remove any archaeological remains. 

In the past there have been small finds of flint implements. In the northwest corner, where 
the first houses will be built, there is a lynchet marked by a shaw. Bounding the site to the 
north is an ancient hollow way lined by an ancient hedge. The bridleway along the floor of 
the valley is also part of an ancient track, running down from the countryside to the north to 
the Thames. 

For the rest, the valley has been cultivated and grazed over many centuries, forming part of 
the life of the generations who have lived there from earliest times. In many ways it is these 
quiet unassertive places that bear witness, even more than the well-known sites, to the 
everyday life of ordinary people. 

The very name, Bugs Bottom, goes back to its distant past, a name it must have acquired 
from ordinary eveiyday people living their ordinary everyday lives. It is this sense of 
continuity and timelessness that will be lost for ever, buried beneath bricks and concrete, 
while the form and shape of the valley, moulded through aeons of time, will be carved away 
to accommodate roads and houses. Will even its name survive? 

PROSPECT PARK MANSION HOUSE 

Molly Casey 

The item 'Mansion House "restored" ' in the Notes and News section of the previous issue 
(SOAG Bulletin no.46 (1990), p.39) presents an unnecessarily gloomy view of what has 
actually happened. Whilst it is true that neither English Heritage nor the Georgian Group 
liked the earlier plans, that a splendid cantilever staircase was destroyed, that the interior 
was gutted and the window replacements inaccurate, that is not the full extent of the story. 

For 20 years and more, Reading Civic Society, Friends of Prospect Park and other bodies 
tried in all possible ways to find some way of restoring the Mansion House, which had been 
deteriorating over an even longer period of time. The problem was that no one was willing to 
sink large sums of money into a building without being assured of a return on their 
investment. Reading Borough Council, who owned it, lacked first the will then later the cash 
to do anything about it. There were offers to convert it into offices and extend it but these 
proposals were unacceptable. 

The Civic Society's final but unsuccessful attempt to raise sufficient money to convert it into 
a museum and arts centre finally convinced Reading Borough of the strength of support to 
save it. They made one last effort to find a restorer who would allow public access and 
provide some source of refreshment, something the public had shown they wanted. 

Whitbread's offer was accepted and although there were objections to the first plans they 
submitted, after advice and encouragement from the Georgian Group and Reading Civic 
Society, much better proposals were worked out. 
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The cantilever staircase was removed on grounds of safety (whether justified or not is a 
matter of debate) but it should have been saved. Its destruction seems to have occurred 
through lack of supervision rather than intention. 

The windows had been smashed by vandals but these were replaced by wooden sash 
windows which, on the advice of the Georgian Group, were painted cream instead of white 
as the Georgians did not know how to produce pure white paint. The mistake made was to 
put 'horns' on the windows, something that did not come in until Victorian times. One 
wonders how many people know, or even notice, this inaccuracy. The interior decor has been 
copied from a set of photographs of the house. 

Certainly it is a shell, but a shell that the Georgian Group now describes as having been 
restored in a sensitive way. From the outside it looks splendid, compared with the battered 
graffiti-covered wreck it had become, and from the Bath Road it can be seen perched on its 
hill as it was in its prime, a miracle when it is considered how close to destruction it came. 

It is far more than a public house, and it gives its many patrons some idea of what a 
Georgian house was like inside. Is this so very wrong? 

Old buildings which have survived beyond their original purpose need to find a new use. We 
can all think of unsuitable conversions. The Mansion House, however, still looks like a house 
and fulfils many of the functions of a house in receiving visitors who eat and socialise there. 

After years of campaigning to save it most people, whilst admitting that mistakes have been 
made, were prepared to settle for the best deal they were likely to get. In this imperfect 
world, the alternative would sooner or later have meant a heap of ruins, fascinating to 
archaeologists still far into the future, but meantime a reproach to all who had to look at it. 

THE YEAR OF THE MAZE 

Janet Sharpe 

In this age of tourist hype with ever more gimmicky attractions vying for our attention, it is 
good to find that one of the world's oldest tourist attractions is now coming back into its own. 
Mazes have been shown to have high commercial potential and in recent years not only have 
many old mazes been restored but a number of highly ingenious ones have been built. These 
include traditional-style hedge mazes but in innovative designs ranging from feet to steam 
locomotives, and also wooden, plastic and mirror mazes such as the new one at Wookey 
Hole, Somerset, where coloured lights, fountains and music add to the effect. With around 
15 new mazes opening to the public, it is perhaps no surprise that the English Tourist Board 
has designated 1991 the Year of the Maze (with the excuse of belatedly celebrating the 300th 
anniversary of the planting of the Hampton Court Maze in 1690). 

It is probably the Hampton Court Maze, with its high yew hedges, that springs to the minds 
of most people when mazes are mentioned. But this particular maze is a relatively small and 
simple version of the puzzle maze that became popular in the 17th century and which is 
descended from the earlier 'knot garden' of low box hedges designed to be viewed from 
upstairs windows as a feature of interest. Mazes are much older than this and were not 
originally intended for amusement. 

The earliest mazes are more properly referred to as labyrinths. These are unicursal or single- 
pathed mazes, with just one path leading to the centre which is retraced back to the 
entrance/exit. This is the Classical or Cretan type of maze which dates back to the Bronze 
Age. The earliest known example was carved on a rock in Sardinia around 1600 BC; the best 
known example was that which housed the Minotaur on Crete, although no archaeological 
evidence of this labyrinth has been found. The basic design (Fig. 1) consists of seven rings of 
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paths contained within eight concentric rings of barriers and is quite easy to draw (when you 
know how!). It has been found carved on rocks, chalked on thresholds, outlined by boulders, 
stamped on coins and traced out by turfs, bricks or tiles over most of Europe. Perhaps the 
most recent example is the new herb garden at Butser Archaeological Farm in Hampshire, 
which is based on an ancient rock carving from Ireland. 

Fig. 1. The Classical or Cretan maze drawn from a cross and four dots. 

Classical sources show us that the labyrinth was associated with fertility, death and rebirth 
and as such its pattern became a potent talisman to ward off evil. By tracing out its path a 
person symbolically followed a spiritual journey. The enclosed shape of the labyrinth offered 
protection while denying access to the uninitiated. 

Unicursal labyrinths or mazes appear to fulfil some basic human spiritual need as they occur 
world-wide, although at first sight they may appear to be very different from the Classical 
design. For example, the famous Nazca Lines on the coast of Peru include many animal and 
abstract figures traced out on the desert on a grand scale. Now dated to around 200-600 AD, 
the Nazca fiures have been the subject of heated debate since they were first discovered 
from the air in the 1920s. Were they drawings of constellations, personal memorials, totems, 
or even astronaut landing sites? Look closely at these examples (Fig. 2). Each is a unicursal 
labyrinth, consisting of a single path that enters and leaves at the same spot without crossing 
over itself once. 

Fig. 2. Nazca geoglyphs showing a monkey (92 m long) and a bird (130 m long). 



The labyrinth was adopted by the early Church, which was always ready to Christianise 
pagan practices, and several examples are found on pavements in Medieval churches in the 
north of France, including Chartres Cathedral. The Christian version usually emphasised the 
cruciform heart of the Classical labyrinth and had more rings of paths, but its function 
remained basically unchanged. It still represented man's spiritual journey to (in this case) 
Jerusalem and salvation. The only church mazes in Britain are late, formin part of 
Victorian restoration schemes. The best known is a rather elaborate design by Sir Gilbert 
Scott beneath the west tower of Ely Cathedral. However, many versions were originally laid 
out in turf on village greens. It is thought that there may once have been over one hundred 
of these in Britain but only eight survive, perhaps the most famous being the Medieval turf 
maze at Saffron Walden in Essex. These 'Christian' mazes may have served a more pagan 
use, probably being used at Easter and May Day to celebrate renewed fertility after winter 
and in living memory being used for maypole dancing. 

In contrast, the multicursal puzzle maze probably dates only from the 17th century. This has 
a number of dead ends leading off from the one true path to create confusion. The earlier 
puzzle mazes, like that at Hampton Court, had all their hedges ultimately linked to the 
perimeter hedge so their solution was relatively simple: by consistently turning right (or left) 
in and out of each dead end, the centre could always be reached. A major innovation was 
designed by the second Earl Stanhope (1714-86), who was an eminent mathematician. This 
contains separate islands of hedges which make the maze far more difficult to follow. 

; 
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Fig. 3. Modern mazes: A) the Marlborough Maze at Blenheim, B) the Saxon Maze at 

Sonning Common. 

Three modern mazes can be visited in Oxfordshire. The Marlborough Maze at Blenheim 
Palace (Fig. 3A) is the world's largest symbolic hedge maze. It represents 'the panoply of 
victory' at the Battle of Blenheim, with outlines of trumpets, banners and cannon balls and a 
large cannon in the middle: the centre of the maze is the hub of the cannon wheel. The 
design was inspired by Grinling Gibbon's stone carvings on the roof of the Palace. The Herb 
Farm at Sonning Common has a Saxon Maze (Fig. 3B) of beech hedges which represents 
four sea creatures from an 8th century manuscript. The eyes of the creatures are planted 
with herbs. On a more traditional theme, the Archbishop's Maze at Grey's Court, 
Rotherfield Greys, is a modern interpretation of a Christian turf labyrinth. The paths are 
laid out in bricks and the maze was dedicated by Dr Robert Runcie in 1981. 

Further reading 
Fisher, Adrian and Kingham, Diana, 1991. Mazes. Shire Publications (Shire Album, no. 264). 
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FOOTPRINTS IN STONE 

June Knowles 

Introduction 

Many thousands of tourists are taken each year to see stone footprints attributed to some 
great religious figure: St Peter in Rome, Jesus and Mahommet in Jerusalem, Buddha in 
Kuala Lumpur. These are the well-known sites. Many lesser known footprints were taken 
into Christianity. There at least 40 sites in France dedicated to the Virgin, as well as a 
number to St Martin, and 21 sites in Austria and Switzerland are dedicated to St Wolfgang. 
In Britain, of 11 sites listed by Ford-Johnstone (1) only five survive. Fortunately, two further 
sites can be added to this list. One is the Ronaldsay stone, known variously as St Botolph's 
Boat, St Magnus' Stone and St Peter's Footprint. It is significant that its haven for the last 
millenium has been Ladykirk or St Mary's. 

An Irish stone was destroyed last century despite its dedication to St Columba, and this 
destruction is the sadder in that footprint carvings are so scarce compared to cup and ring 
marks, spirals and axe carvings. Where they do occur, it is nearly always in proximity to these 
other symbols and like them they sometimes occur on outcrops of rock, sometimes on 
Neolithic burial cists and sometimes on small 'portable' blocks of stone. 

Types of representation 

There are three different types of representation although there is not always a clear 
distinction between one type and another: 

(i) The earliest footprints dated are those in Val Camonica in north Italy, where the outline 
of a foot has been pecked on many rocks amid a wealth of other symbols. Sometimes the 
foot is crossed by one or more lines which look like sandal marks, sometimes it is filled in 
with peck marks. No outlined foot marks of this kind have been found in Britain but they are 
plentiful in Val Camonica and ubiquitous in France. 

(ii) The second variety is a drawing of the foot with each toe shown individually. The heel is 
sometimes squared and the outline and sometimes the whole area is pecked out on the rock. 
Carvings of this type occur more frequently on Neolithic tombs and include the Calderstones 
in Liverpool (1), now in the glasshouses in the city park of that name, and also the Bronze 
Age Mendip stone in Somerset (2), which is now in the Bristol Museum. It is suspected that 
the Coquetdale stone in Northumberland is of the same style; it too was on the inside of a 
stone used in a burial cist. In Scotland Morris (3,4) has uncovered two strange foot marks, 
each with four toes, on rock outcrops. In France the footprint at the Petit Mont tomb is also 
of this type but in reverse, with the surrounding rock pecked away leaving the print in 
smooth relief. Other well-known French examples are Le Pied de la Vierge at Pierre Folle 
de Mommequiers in La Vendée region and one at Fonta Alba. 

(iii) The third style is a deeply carved and rounded footprint, hollowed sometimes to a depth 
of 2.5 cm, with rounded toes and heels and sometimes described as a tstockinged foot', often 
presented in pairs. Four survive in Britain. The St Magnus Stone on Ronaldsay and the step 
of the broch at Clickhimin in the Shetlands each show a pair of feet, while a single foot 
appears in north Yell. At Dunadd one foot is shown as a deep carving with its pair smaller 
and only faintly sketched in. It is suspected that five of the recorded and since destroyed 
footprint stones were of this type. Two were in Scotland at Glenesk and Carmillie and three 
in Ireland at Lech in Monaghan, in Londonderry and in Dromon Doora. In Switzerland at 
Grimentz in the Canton of Valais there is a very fine stone not unlike the Dunadd one, 
flanked by cup marks and known as La Pierre des Martyres. 

Sometimes many 'stockinged feet' are carved on a single stone with the feet pointing every 
which way. There are no examples in Britain but three good ones in Switzerland: the Druids 
Stone at Verbier in the Valais and two stones in the Grisons, one deep in the woods and the 
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other, the 'Sorcerer's Stone', now in the Chur Museum. Over the border into France but still 
in the Alps, 220 carved footprints have been found in a mixture of styles in the upper reaches 
of the remote valley of the French Maurienne (5). On one side of the river 90% are of type 
(i) and on the other side 90% are of type (iii). Nearly half this total are carved at one site, 
forming the most dramatic archaeology I have ever seen. At 2750 m above sea level on a 
south-facing slope just below the summer snow line, and commanding spectacular views over 
the Mont Cenis pass into Italy, lies a tangle of erratic blocks. Three of them are covered with 
carvings. The largest has 35 pairs of footprints as well as a dozen odd ones (82 in all), some 
outlined feet with and without sandal marks, and some 'stockinged feet'. Mixed in with these 
are various cup marks, 'dumb-bells' and grooves. 

When were they carved? 

There is no agreement among the experts. Professor Anati (6) dates outlined footprints back 
to 3000 be, following immediately after the cup and ring marks. At the other end of the scale, 
Elizabeth Twohig (7) dismisses them from Megalithic art, saying that they have been added 
later, despite Ford-Johnston&s well organised evidence to the contrary. Anati, Ford- 
Johnstone and Nelh (5) all stress that the footprints occur so often with cup marks and 
spirals that they are almost certainly contemporaneous, and we also have the evidence of the 
Mendip Bronze Age tomb (2). On the other hand, Dr Twohig may be right about some of 
the sites. The foot symbol was used for a long period of time and occurs on some sites which 
are indisputably later than the Megalithic period. For example, the carvings in the Vallée de 
Merveilles, which includeone single footprint, are now dated to the Iron Age around 500 bc 
and at Dunadd the stockinged footprint is associated with Pictish carvings from 500 AD. 

Why were they carved? 

No particular meaning has been attributed to footprints and given their wide distribution in 
time and space it would be unwise to assume a single explanation. 

Suess (8), writing on Val Camonica, suggests that pilgrims to the petroglyphs left sandals as 
votive offerings. Badouin (9) devoted much of his study to establishing that the prints were 
orientated to the setting sun. Nelh discredits this idea, pointing out that on the same stone 
the prints may be orientated in different directions. However, he thinks that they may be 
orientated on mountain peaks, usually on those peaks with glaciers which dominate the 
region concerned. He also stresses how small the footprints are, giving a continental shoe 
size of 33 to 34, the largest being 37 (or about 4½ in British sizing), and suggests that they 
may represent adolescent feet, possibly at an initiation ceremony. 

In Great Britain the size of the prints on the Mendip stone are equally small, whereas those 
on the Calderstones are larger, representing the feet of large adults. Also in Britain 
stockinged footprints are large, varying from 15 to 28 cm, and there are legends that they 
were used to induct new chiefs to power in the same manner that the Stone of Scone now sits 
under the British coronation throne. This theory is strengthened by the archaeological 
inventory for County Monaghan, which refers to the Leek site as 'the inauguration stone of 
the Macmahons, broken up last centuiy'. 

The need for protection 

Today, as traditional Christianity and folklore disappear, the sites are no longer revered 
either by association with some saint or as secret opposition to that religion, places for 
experimenting in magic. In Europe, as in Britain, the carved stones have disappeared from 
folklore, from religion and from sight. In Switzerland young soldiers on training are often 
given a group of erratics to 'capture' and destroy. On several occasions a petroglyph I had 
visited one year had disappeared the next. In Scotland the only way to protect a site from 
vandalism is to cover it with a metre or so of earth. 
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Summary 

In Britain few carved footprints survive compared with other European countries. The 
footprints occur in three distinct styles: the outlined foot, the toed foot and the 'stockinged' 
foot. The outlined foot is common in Europe, often associated with cup marks and other 
early symbols dated to the third millenium BC, but does not occur in Britain. Toed footprints 
occur on stone chamber tombs in the Early Bronze Age and continued into the Iron Age. 
The stockinged foot was used contemporaneously with the outlined foot and survived into 
historic times. No one knows why they were carved: as records of pilgrimage, for mountain 
worship, as memorials to the dead, for initiation rituals, for induction to power and as art for 
art's sake have all been suggested. 
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Type Outline Outline with toes Stockinged feet 

Britain The Calderstones, St Magnus or 
Calderstone Park, St Peter's stone, 
Liverpool Lady Kirk, Ronaidsay 

The Mendip Stone, Broch of Clickhimin, 
Bristol Museum Shetlands 

The Auld Wartie, 
Yell, Shetlands 

Dunadd , Argyl lshire 

France Lanslevillard Petit Mont, Brittany Lanslevillard 
Les Pierres Folle, 

Vende 
Fonta Alba, 

Alpes Maritime 
and many others 

Switz- Verbier, Valais 
erland Gandria and Chur, 

Grisons 

Italy Val Camonica Val Camonica 

Table 1. Footprint stones which can be visited. 
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Editor's note: This article formed the basis of a talk that June Knowles presented to SOAG 
at the Members' Evening on 12 February 1992. 

A WOOLLY YARN: OR WHEN THE SHEEP GOT FLEECED 

Janet Sharpe 

The new Butser Archaeological Farm in Hampshire now has an impressive range of early 
sheep breeds. The series starts with the mouflon (Fig. 1), the 'wild' sheep of Europe which in 
fact is not wild but feral, a domesticated animal that has returned to the wild. It could not 
have reached its present distribution on Mediterranean islands unless it had been shipped 
there in the first place by prehistoric farmers. However, this sheep certainly looks wild - 
there is no woolly fleece visible at all and its hairy coat more nearly resembles that of a deer 
or goat. 

Fig. 1. The European mouflon (Ovis musimon). 

It is thought that the Asiatic mouflon was most probably the ancestor of all domesticated 
sheep (including the European mouflon), the earliest known examples of which have been 
found at the site of Zawi Chemi Shanidar in northern Iraq and dated to about 8800 BC. 
Goats seem to have been far more important than sheep at these early sites but we cannot 
really be sure. Sheep and goats are notoriously difficult to tell apart from their bones and 
this has given rise to that peculiar archaeological species, the 'caprovid' or goat-sheep. In fact 
the earliest domesticated sheep were probably utilised in the same way as goats, for meat, 
tallow, hides, milk, and dung for fuel and manure. 

The outer coat of wild sheep and 'Neolithic' sheep like the European mouflon is stiff and 
hairy and covers a short woolly undercoat which only grows in the winter. This undercoat is 
shed naturally each spring and falls away in dense mats. Was this used and if so what for? 

Wool is unknown from the Neolithic period: any rare Neolithic textiles usually turn out to 
have been made of flax. It is possible, as Peter Reynolds suggested at Butser, that this woolly 
undercoat was made into felt although actual examples of felt occur much later in the 
archaeological record. However, Michael Ryder, who has been studying the.domestication of 
sheep for over 30 years, has described Early Bronze Age wool from Danish bogs as 
resembling that from the undercoat of a mouflon-type sheep. So we may be able to 



extrapolate backwards in time and suggest that the Neolithic people used this wool as well - 

only as yet none has been found. 

The typical Bronze Age sheep is the Soay, which has become popular as an 'ornamental' 
sheep in recent years. The Child Beale Park just outside Pangbourne has a sizable flock of 
these small, chocolate brown sheep which shed their wool annually like their wild forebears. 
Except that by the Bronze Age this sheep had been bred primarily for its wool and the harsh 
outer coat has disappeared. The next step in domestication was to select for pale fleece 
colour which would take dyes readily and, again at Butser, we find the Early Iron Age breeds 
including the Manx Loughtan and St Kilda which have survived to the present day, along 
with the Soay, on remote offshore islands in northwest Britain. The wool of these sheep is 
still shed naturally and would have been plucked or 'rooed'. 

Then in the Middle Iron Age we find the first sheep shears, which remained fundamentally 
the same in design until very recently (Fig.2). At the same time bone evidence from 
archaeological sites suggests that a Shetland-type sheep breed had been developed. 
Shetlands are still famous for their wool quality, and although this wool is still shed naturally 
it seems that people were now beginning to clip the wool to prevent loss and to obtain wool 
when it was required rather than wait for the summer moult. It was this change over to 
shearing that brought about the selection of modern sheep breeds which do not shed 
their wool. 

Fig. 2. Romano-British sheep shears from Barton Court Farm, Oxfordshire. 

Archaeological sheep bone samples are very variable and this suggests that mixed flocks 
were kept, as Peter Reynolds is now doing at Butser. Michael Ryder has recently shown that 
mouflon-like 'Neolithic' sheep persisted into the Iron Age since hairy sheepskins have been 
found preserved in the famous Iron Age salt mines at Hallstatt, Austria. This site has yielded 
a large collection of fleece types and colours and this variety may have been typical on Iron 
Age farms. 

Shire Publications has added some more books to its Archaeology Series, which now 
includes a wide spread of titles ranging from the Palaeolithic to Post-Medieval. Each book 
provides an excellent introduction to its subject and points the way to further study through 
lists of books to read and places to visit. The price has increased to £3.95 but these little 
books still represent good value for money. 

CAVEART by Andrew J. Lawson (Shire Archaeology 64, 0747801207) presents an overview 
of this intriguing subject. No decorated caves are known to exist in Britain but a knowledge 
of the cave art of western Europe is essential to our understanding of contemporaiy cave 
deposits in England and Wales. The text begins with a description of the caves at Niaux and 
Fontanet in south-central France, emphasising the amount of evidence that has been lost 
since one of the caves, Niaux, was opened to the public. Rock art is found on every continent 
but the author claims that European cave paintings are the oldest of all, dating from 35,000 



to 10,000 BC: this is debatable. The Upper Palaeolithic life style and associated finds are 
briefly described to place the paintings in context. Their geographical distribution, discovery, 
art styles and content are also described. Most depict game animals, including mammoth and 
woolly rhinoceros, but human figures, hand prints and linear and dotted signs, among others, 
also occur. The techniques used by the early artists and the interpretation of their work are 
discussed. Sympathetic magic, totemism, shamanism and initiation have all been suggested 
as reasons for this art but, as the author concludes, 'we can see the words but we do not 
understand the languag&. Omissions in a book of this size are unavoidable; errors are not. 
Ostracods are NOT unicellular animals. 

MESOLITHIC BRITAIN by John Wymer (Shire Archaeology 65, 0747801215) helps to fill a 
large gap in the popular coverage of British archaeology. The author is well known for his 
books on Palaeolithic sites of the Thames Valley and other areas but he has a particular 
interest in the Mesolithic period. He describes the changing environment of Britain at the 
end of the last Ice Age and how the people gradually adapted themselves towards hunting 
forest animals such as deer, utilising marine resources and fishing and wildfowling. There is 
no convincing evidence that newcomers arrived at the time and the British Mesolithic 
appears to be the result of the interaction of the Upper Palaeolithic population with the 
changing environment. That Mesolithic hallmark, the hafted flint 'tranchet' axe, was used to 
alter the environment for the first time: areas of shrubland were cleared to encourage new 
growth - and the grazing animals that fed on it. Mesolithic tool types, including microliths, 
barbed antler points and bone fish hooks, are described. Waterlogged sites, such as Star Carr 
in Yorkshire, have yielded wooden and antler artefacts, food remains such as hazelnuts, 
antler and bone mattocks and picks for digging up roots, and animal bones showing that 
deer, elk, pig, aurochs and horse were hunted for food and beaver, pine marten, hare, wolf 
and fox for their pelts. The only domesticated animal was the dog, probably used for hunting. 
Many shell middens would have been covered by rising sea levels but several survive in the 
south-west and in western Scotland, showing that winkles and limpets, in particular, were 
heavily exploited. The surviving evidence, which also includes cooking pits and shelters or 
houses represented by plans of post and stake holes, provides an exciting picture of life in 
the Mesolithic. We may even have an insight into their religion in the shape of perforated 
stag antler frontlets from Star Carr. The distribution of Mesolithic sites in Britain is 
discussed and excavations at Star Carr and at Thatcham in Berkshire are described in some 
detail. All in all, an excellent summary. 

PREHISTORIC FLINT MINES by Robin Holgate (Shire Archaeology 67, 074780141X) 
discusses the distribution, role and output of Neolithic flint mines in Britain. These are 
restricted to the Upper Chalk deposits with in situ flint seams in southern and eastern 
England and at Ballygalley Hill in County Antrim, Northern Ireland. Surface flints tend to 
be small and cracked or flawed by frost action: the best flint for large tools such as axes, 
knives and sickles was obtained by quarrying unweathered flint seams. Flint mines are 
usually clustered round the upper slope on one side of a hill where flint outcrops on the 
surface. The greatest concentration of sites is on the North Downs in Sussex, followed by 
another group of sites in Wessex. The most extensive site of all is Grimes Graves in Norfolk. 
Nearer to home, flint mining sites are known in the Chilterns at Peppard Common, near 
Whipsnade and at High Wycombe. The methods of flint mining and working are described, 
based on the evidence from galleries and pits and tools found in them. The history of 
research into flint mines is summarised and the sites are briefly described. There are at least 
two small groups of flint mines at Peppard Common in south Oxfordshire. One group has 
been excavated and consists of two open-cast pits, 4 m and just over i m deep respectively. 
The deeper pit followed a surface layer of flint for about 12 m. Axe blanks and discoidal 
knives were recovered from the working area. 

PREHISTORIC HENGES by Aubrey Burl (Shire Archaeology 66, 0747801231) attempts to 
redress the balance by showing that these simple circular banks of earth and rubble have 
provided more evidence for Neolithic ritual than the more impressive stone circles. The 
different types of henges and their distribution in Britain are described. Most are confined to 
a narrow north-south band from the Pennines to the chalk downs of Wessex. To place 
henges in their context, the author presents a neat summary of the Neolithic period and then 
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goes on to describe the results of henge excavations. He also describes the circie-henges or 
henges containing stone circles, which occupy a narrow zone between the eastern henge and 
western stone circle traditions and include such famous examples as Stonehenge and the 
Devil's Quoits in Oxfordshire. The great earthwork enclosures of Wessex - Mount Pleasant 
and Knowlton in Dorset and Durrington Walls, Marden and Avebury in Wiltshire - are given 
a chapter of their own although they are denied the status of henge; Stonehenge and 
Woodhenge also share a chapter. So what does the author conclude? That henges were 
essentially ritual centres that formed the focal point of scattered communities. They 
superseded the old Neolithic long barrows and became the focus of later round barrow 
cemeteries in the Early Bronze Age. Foundation burials, probably sacrifices, underline the 
religious aspect but henges also seem to have had some connection with the stone axe trade. 
The axe, alignments with the sun and moon, funerary rites, timber rings and stone circles, 
articles buried in special places and enclosed space for seasonal ceremonies are all aspects 
of henges in a tradition that spanned 1000 years, ending arouùd 2000 BC when the henges 
were abandoned. The author's enthusiasm for his subject is evident. 

SHORT NOTICES 

Thames Valley landscapes is the title of a new series of books recently launched by the 
Oxford Archaeological Unit to carry the results of its work. Site reports will be grouped into 
sub-regions, usually based on Thames tributaries. Volume i of The Windrush Valley is 
entitled An Iron Age and Romano-British enclosed settlement at Watkins Farm, Northmoor, 
Oxon by Tim Allen (0947816801, Oxford University Committee for Archaeology, distributed 
by Oxbow Books; £12 pbk). 

Interpreting artefact scatters: contributions to ploughzone archaeolo,fri, edited by A.J. Schofield 
(0946897255, Oxbow Books, Monograph no.40; £15 pbk), is a collection of important papers 
on the methodology of surface artefact survey and how to interpret the results. This could be 
useful reading for SOAG members engaged in fieldwalking. 

Old farm buildings in a new countryside: redundancy, conse'vation and conversion in the 1990s, 
edited by Susanna Wade Martins, forms the proceedings of a conference of the same title 
organised by the Historic Farm Buildings Group in November 1990 (0951750305, HFBG; 
£6.50 from Dr Wade Martins, Centre of East Anlian Studies, University of East Anglia, 
Norwich NR4 7TJ). Changes in agricultural practice have meant that many historic farm 
buildings have become redundant since World War II. This book assesses the extent of the 
problem and tries to come up with some answers. 

The 1990-91 Report oftlie Oxford Archaeological Unit describes the OAU's work in Oxford at 
Oriel College and the St Aldates tunnel, at various localities in Oxfordshire including the 
White Horse Project at Uffington, and outside the county in Berkshire, Northamptonshire, 
Gloucestershire and Kent. In his introduction David Miles draws attention to environmental 
assessment, which he sees as the OAU's principal growth area as exemplified by its work on 
the Channel Tunnel Rail Link. Joint research projects are underway with several British 
universities. (Copies of the report are available from the OAU, 46 Hythe Bridge Street, 
Oxford 0X1 2EP.) 

The Romanization of Britain by Martin Millett (0521428645, Cambridge University Press; 
£13.95 pbk) is a book for those inspired by SOAG's visit to Fishbourne Roman Palace in 
June 1992 and the recent finds at Gatehampton. It sets out to provide a new synthesis of 
recent archaeological work on Roman Britain, examining 'Romanization' as a social process 
by looking at details of the interaction between Roman imperialism and the native 
population. All the usual aspects of Romano-British life are covered, including pottery 
production and trade, civic organisation, buildings and the Roman army, with the emphasis 
on excavated data rather than literary sources. 

31 



Any sediment of slopewash caused by man's farming activities in breaking up the soil on hilly 
ground, which gives us our definition of PLOUGHWASH, might be expected to contain 
fragments of the past - flint flakes, potsherds, pipe stems and so on. This suggests the nature 
of this section of the SOAG Bulletin where we aim to present a mosaic of archaeological 
snippets of local interest. Readers are cordially invited to submit their own contributions. 

Centre for Oxfordshire Studies 

The Centre for Oxfordshire Studies opened in July 1991 on the second floor of the Westgate 
Central Library, Oxford. This new Centre has been set up in the Local Studies Library to 
provide an integrated service to local historians. Combined with the County Sites and 
Monuments Record, which has moved in from Woodstock, the Centre will provide access to 
indexes and collections of records (on film and fiche), books, pamphlets and ephemera, 
maps, archives and photographs including aerial surveys. Dr Malcolm Graham will manage 
the Centre, as Head of Oxfordshire Studies. 

The Cleeve-Didcot pipeline 

Steve Ford and colleagues have published the results of their studies as 'The archaeology of 
the Cleeve-Didcot pipeline, south Oxfordshire, 1989' in Oxoniensia, 55 (1990): 1-40. They 
carried out a watching brief and examined a number of previously unknown archaeological 
sites, namely Halfpenny Lane, Moulsford Road North, Lollington Hill sites i and 2, and 
Aston Tirrold sites i and 2. These are mostly of Iron Age and Roman date and the 
Halfpenny Lane site was immediately northwest of the SOAG Iron Age/Roman site at 
Moulsford (see SOAG Bulletin no.46 (1990): 13-19). This site consisted of a group of pits and 
appears to represent the first non-hilifort Middle Iron Age site to be found on the Berkshire 
Downs. It was apparently part of a large and long-lived site extending from Late Bronze Age 
to Roman times. Roman tile suggests the presence of a significant building nearby. 

Early bridge at Oxford 

A timber pile found in an old river channel beneath St Aldates in Oxford has been 
dendrochronologically dated to 811 AD. This shows that Oxford had a wooden bridge across 
the Thames well before King Alfred united the land on both sides of the river in the late 
9th century. 

CBA South Midlands 

CBA9 is to have a new image. The CBA itself has had a major overhaul and among the new 
proposals put forward to improve its efficiency is the recommendation that the role of the 
regional groups be upgraded. To this end the old Group numbers are being replaced by 
regional names, hence CBA South Midlands. For those who are uncertain about what the 
CBA actually does, its roles are defined as advancing the study and practice of archaeology, 
formulating policies and representing archaeological opinion, coordinating and facilitating 
the work of its members, and promoting the education of the public in archaeology. So now 
you know! 



Medieval painted ceiling at Abingdon 

The parish church of St Helen's, Abingdon, boasts a magnificent 14th century painted ceiling 
in the Lady Chapel. There are very few English paintings from this period and the ceiling, 
which was painted in 1341, is rated as one of the finest examples of Medieval iconography in 
the whole of western Europe. Having survived almost untouched until the 19th centuiy, a 
disastrous Victorian 'restoration' almost destroyed it. The panels were scrubbed and 
repainted, during which process 14 of the original 52 were scrapped when they failed to 
survive the attentions of their 'conservators'. The remaining panels were firmly nailed back 
into position - and the expansion and corrosion of these nails has caused severe damage. The 
ceiling has now been restored again, properly this time, and shows the prophets interspersed 
with the royal sons of Jesse in brilliant blues, reds and greens. 

Medieval woods in the Oxfordshire Chilterns 

This is the title of an article (published in Oxoniensia, 55 (1990): 55-72) by SOAG member 
Pat Preece who is well known for her studies on local woodland. There are many scattered 
woodlands interspersed with small clearings in the Oxfordshire Chilterns. These have never 
been part of a royal hunting forest and have mostly been worked as crop-producing 
woodland, providing a variety of products for local use and for transport to London by river. 
By combining documentary evidence with field work, it is hoped to examine the composition 
and history of these woods, their management and their products. 

Wandering village pinned down 

Excavations at Yarnton, five miles northwest of Oxford, have shown that a small prehistoric 
village founded at least 2600 years ago has slowly migrated 1500 m along a now dried-up 
river bed to reach its present site. This is equivalent to the village moving an average of 0.6 
m a year! The dig, directed by Gill Hey of the OAU, has shown Yarnton to be one of the 
oldest continuously inhabited sites in Britain. The earliest Yarnton dates to the Early Iron 
Age, when it consisted of six round houses with animal pens and grain storage pits. Its 
subsequent history included two Roman cemeteries (one pagan and one Christian), Saxon 
sunken huts and later halls, a Medieval vicarage and a 17th century manor house (which is 
still standing). The name Yarnton itself appears to be of Saxon origin, starting off as 
Eardaingastun, 'the village of the people of Earda'. 

Ancient and holy wells in Oxfordshire 

The item on holy wells in the previous SOAG Bulletin (no.46 (1990): 40) apparently gives 
only a very small part of the story. In addition to Mary Kift's article elsewhere in this issue, 
James Rattue has published an inventory of ancient and holy wells in Oxfordshire 
(Oxoniensia, 55 (1990): 172-176). He lists no fewer than 91 sites (with grid references), some 
of which have more than one well: 16 are given for Oxford itself. Information on age is 
desperately needed and very few have been properly excavated, although wells at Bicester, 
Eynsham, Cowley, Binsey, Stanton St John, Bampton, Woodstock, Curbridge, Tadmarton 
and North Leigh all have substantial remains. The inventory is presented as a basis for 
further research - so how about it? 

Protecting Palaeolithic sites 

Open Palaeolithic sites are the oldest and rarest prehistoric sites in this country - and also 
the most vulnerable. Most occur in the river gravels of southernEngland where they are now 
subject to modern highspeed methods of gravel extraction which, unlike the more leisurely 
gravel workings of previous centuries, leave no chances for the discovety of hand axes and 
other tools. A recent case at Dunbridge in Hampshire, where more than 1000 Palaeolithic 
tools have been recovered, has highlighted the problem. Here the Secretary of State for the 
Environment had given permission for sand and gravel to be extracted from a 16 ha field to 
a depth of 6 m, with the proviso that an Archaeological Inspector visit the site once a month, 
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which is obviously unworkable. An appeal against the Secretary of State's decision had been 
lodged. This case is worth bearing in mind in view of the Palaeolithic site discovered by 
SOAG at Gatehampton (see SOAG Bulletin no.44 (1988): 12-15) and recent gravel 
extraction at the nearby Child Beale Park on the opposite side of the river. 

Emmer Green's chalk mines 

A vast complex of tunnels and caverns lies some 18 m (60 ft) below the streets of Emmer 
Green, the remains of old chalk mines which, may be up to 1000 years old. One theory holds 
that the mines were originally started to extract flint for building Reading Abbey and were 
only later used for chalk, which was used to ime the soil. The mines were last worked about 
loo years ago and some of the caverns are large enough to hold two double-decker buses on 
top of each other. Rediscovered ten years ago, recent explorations by Reading Borough 
Council engineers have failed to discover the full extent of the mines. Part was being 
reinforced with concrete prior to widening Peppard Road. A far cry from SOAG's dene hole 
at Bozedown, perhaps, but a reminder that old chalk workings probably still remain to be 
discovered in this area. 

Roman Research Trust 

Formerly the Friends of Littlecote Roman Villa, the Trust now promotes research into 
Roman Britain generally. Their magazine Roman Research News was first published in 
Spring 1990 and it is hoped to produce two issues each year. This gives notices of 
forthcoming events, Ermine Street Guard displays, conferences, training courses and 
museums to visit. Membership of the Trust costs £8 (fl2 joint), which includes free access to 
a number of Roman sites and museums. Write to: The Secretary, Roman Research Trust, 
Melbourne House, Avebury, Wilts SN8 1RH. 

The next issue ofthe Bulletin 

Articles, book reviews and news items are invited for publication in the 1992 issue of the 
SOAG Bulletin. Preference will be given to items relevant to south Oxfordshire although 
other items may be considered: they should be sent to the Editor AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
Manuscripts should be typed or (preferably) submitted on disc; failing that, please make sure 
that your handwriting is clearly legible! 
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SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL GROUP 

Receipts and Payments Account for Year Ending 28th February 1991 

Receipts Payments 

SOAG Funds 

Subscriptions 408.00 Gratuities Given 
D/A Interest 27.16 Oratory School (party) 15.17 
Donations 6.20 

Sales Purchases 
Shire books 47.90 Shire books 31.95 
Party tickets i 10.00 Party wine 43.48 
Party raffle tickets 29.50 Projector lamp 2.10 
Bulletin 1 4.00 Camera lenses 75.00 

Printing and Stationery 
Bulletin 1990 165.00 
Programme 1990 11.70 
Receipt books 2.58 
Library stamp 5.98 
Ink pad 2.53 
Book film 28.68 

Lecture Expenses 
May 10.00 
October 15.00 
November 10.00 
December 10.00 

Subscriptions and Affiliations 
Langtree A E Centre 65.00 
Current Archaology 8.00 
Oxford Archit. & Hist. Soc. 8.00 
CBA Group 9 6.00 
Butser Ancient Farm 8.00 
Council of Ind. Arch. 10.00 

Expenses 
Telephone 33.30 
Postage 39.27 
Petrol 9.00 
Photography 3.99 
Goring display 3.34 

Excursions 

Luton Lectures 

Contributions 6.00 Petrol 6.00 

Dorchester CIA 

Contributions 99.00 Bus hire and petrol 101.70 
, Parking 1.00 

731.77 

Excess of receipts over payments 15.99 

747.76 747.76 
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Bank Reconciliation Statemen(1 

Balances on 28th February 1990 Balances on 28th February 1991 

Current Account 31 2.04 Current Account 43.99 
Deposit Account 347. 1 4 Deposit Account 624.30 
Cash 2.84 662.02 Cash 9.89 678.18 

Payment of sundry creditor 15.00 Sundry creditor2 15.17 

647.02 

Excess of receipts over payments 15.99 

663.01 663.01 

i. L M. Todd 
Hon. Treasurer 

8 March 1991 

Audited and found correct: 

Note: Profit on sale of Shire books 15.95 
Profit on party 80.85 
Loss on CIA meeting at Dorchester 3.70 

*1 Ba'ances are no longer divided under headings of SOAG and Lloyds Award. 
*2 Mrs. CA Graham Kerr 
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