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IN MEMORIAM: STUART PIGGOTT 1910-1996

In September 1996 archaeology - and SOAG - lost one of the last of its 'grand old
men'. Professor Stuart Piggott was one of the best known of his generation of
archaeologists and he was a prolific author with fingers in many prehistoric pies. He
was a long-term friend of the President and we were doubly honoured when he agreed
to become a Vice President of SOAG and to be our Guest Lecturer at the AGM in
March 1986, when he spoke about changes in British archaeology since the 1920s
when he began his own career, and encouraged us to identify the types and origin of
stones used in local buildings in an attempt to establish Medieval trading links. It
would be a fitting memorial if we were to complete this project.

Stuart Piggott was a self-made man. He began his career as a field archaeologist,
when he worked first for the Royal Commission on Ancient Monuments (Wales) from
1929-34 and then for Alexander Keiller on the excavations at Avebury from 1934-38.
He acquired his vast knowledge through the pursuance of his professional work which,
during the last war and in between Military Intelligence duties, included excavations in
India and the Near East. However, his main interest was always British prehistory. He
conducted some of his best research during the 1930s, when he devised a pioneering
classification for Neolithic pottery and defined the Wessex Culture. He went on to
conduct excavations at some well-known sites including Stonehenge and the West
Kennet long barrow, and he achieved a certain notoriety in 1958 when he re-erected
some of the fallen stones at Stonehenge. In recognition of his talents, he was
appointed Professor of Archaeology at Edinburgh in 1946, a post he held for 30 years.

His books include the comprehensive Ancient Europe, published in 1965, which
became a standard text book for a whole generation of archaeologists. This was just
one of 22 books, which ranged in scope from general introductions such as Approach
to archaeology (1959) and, co-authored with Graham Clarke, Prehistoric societies
(1965) to specific topics such as The earliest wheeled transport (1938) and The druids
(1968), and even included an early volume of poems! His countless papers and articles
showed a similar wide range, from excavation reports to descriptions of single
artefacts, covering the whole gamut of British archaeology from the Neolithic to the
Roman period.

In addition to his passion for archaeology, Stuart Piggott showed a strong artistic bent.
He amassed a considerable collection of fine paintings at his home in West Challow,
and learned his distinctive draughtsmanship under the tutelage of Heywood Sumner.
He was a man of many talents who was elected a Fellow of the British Academy in
1953 and awarded the CBF in 1972; he was also President of the CBA from 1967-70
and a Trustee of the British Museum. He was reknowned as a kind, encouraging and
inspiring teacher and he will be sadly missed by his many friends.
' Janet Sharpe




PRESIDENTS REPORT 1995/6

When 1 looked through the records in the logbook, I was quite surprised to find what a lot of
time and work went into the dig, and how many of you had worked there. [ hope for even
more involvement this year, as it is now becoming larger and more exciting - perhaps we shall
find a building at last.

Our Logo is now well established, also our T-shirts - there are still a few large sweatshirts and
T-shirts for sale - just right for digging and outings.

The Dig.

Twenty-two different people, plus five visitors, worked on it for 25 days last season - we
average between 5 and 7 workers per session as a rule. It doesn't sound many but cramped
quarters preclude a large number, although it is easier now that we have extended the site
somewhat.

We now seem to have a rough chalk foundation and this season we will extend and see what
adjoins it. Some nice pieces of pottery appeared, and a few goodies such as a Roman coin of
Gallienus and a broken bone pin, a large amount of New Forest ware, part of a colander, and a
fruit bowl or two (sherds of) to mention a few. Our most exciting find, in November, was a
tiny "votive offering" pot identified by Dr Martin Henig. We have also had some tiles with
paw-marks and sandal marks and assorted fragments on them, and there is a mysterious
"drain" made of tiles laid on their backs, across one area. The ditch was 'bottomed' and the
section drawn. The recording work mounts up daily - we dare not dig too fast! Our 3
historians have also been busy (see the interim report in Bulletin No. 50, p.14).

Fieldwork

This has been varied, and somewhat different from usual. The NT, after a meeting at
Hughendon Manor (which 5 of us attended) asked local groups to monitor their sites and
properties, so we have done Basildon Park, Greys Court and Pangbourne Meadow. These
made delightful walks, with the fun of having an objective and being allowed to go where we
liked! We had to note if earthworks were being destroyed, walls falling down, trees damaged,
etc. - some items were quite difficult to find, some very odd.

A different project was recording marks on stone - a number of cup-marks were noticed on an
old tomb-slab at Sutton Courtnay, so some of us drove over to inspect and record this, as this
is very unusual.

In May, 3 SOAGs met at Roke for lunch, to discuss Newington. A most interesting morning
was that of May 2nd when 8 of us were invited to Castrol at Bozedown House, to meet up
with Paul Smith, the County Archivist, and the site archaeologist (whose firm is run by a
SOAG, Dr. Steve Ford) to examine a ditch the bulldozers had exposed when digging some
new foundations. The press was there, and many photos taken. We were pleased to have
been asked to be involved, as it furthers our good relations with Castrol.




We have taken part in the famous Mammoth dig at Eynsham and I was presented with a
"digger-only" yellow sweatshirt complete with the Mammoth logo thereon.
We also dug at Uffington Castle, and finally, had potwashing sessions at my house.

Meetings

To follow-on our Roman finds we asked Leslie Cram from Reading Museum to discuss tile-
making in his talk on 'Footprints in the sands of time', and in September it was a full house for
the Kellys on the Civil War in Oxford. It was pleasing to have our Caversham three explaining
old map making at the October meeting. November was nearly a disaster as our speaker was
marooned in the Chunnel, but Gareth Thomas nobly stepped in, and gave an excellent talk,
with slides, on Roman armour. Mark Roberts returned in December with Ashville revisited (a
site near Abingdon) and the members' meeting in February was a great success with Trevor
Coombs taking us through his occasional paper on those two mysterious chalk pits near the
dig, and we had had some very pleasing Roman slides by Gareth to complete the evening.

At meetings, Ann brings a selection of the SOAG Library, to borrow and study; but please
return them before too long.

Conferences

We attended, as usual, the Autumn CBA and AGM on October 21st at Bletchley, with 7 of us
being shown round the complex where the Enigma Cypher was cracked, among others, in
World War I1. It was all intensely interesting and we walked miles through huts and round the
grounds to see everything. We diverted to see the Saxon church and crypt, at Wing, on the
way home, It was a super day and we did not get back till after 7pm!

The NT monitoring meeting at Hughendon on September 30th was again attended by 5 of us,
an enjoyable day, with talks on NT properties. The Conference on Oxfordshire Past was held
at Kidlington on May 13th and again 5 SOAGs attended this special conference for local
societies. We took a display, and there were several good speakers. All these conferences
considerably widen our own horizons and we are becoming quite well-known, and it
sometimes gains us new members, as well as new lecturers and friends. The meetings are
open to all of you.

Outdoor Meetings

Our June meeting included a visit to the Manor of Stanton Harcourt, by special arrangement,
followed by a look round the gardens, then the Church. This followed an exciting morning at
the Mammoth dig nearby, when Chris Buckingham herself met us at the Stanton Harcourt
Arms and guided us through the quarry to the site, and showed us the leg bone of a bison, in
situ, amongst other things such as prehistoric trees, and the teeth and bones of various
animals. We then had our picnic lunch and went to the manor.

In July we visited Stratfield Saye and saw the house, found Copenhagens' grave and the
magnificent red oak. After tea in the stables we roamed round the unusual museum.




August 16th found us at Mapeldurham Mill where the milleress, Milly Cookson explained the
works, and set the mill running for us. It was a lovely evening, with 19 SOAGs and 4 visitors
present.

The Party was on Jan 6th at the Oratory School, and was as pleasing as ever. Molly Casey did
an archaeological alphabet for the competition (won by Ann-Marie Watters) - there was a
raffle (run by Kathy Brewer) and Bob Hitchman ran the bar for us (Ann had flu - not the only
one!) Owing largely to the flu epidemic, however our numbers were well down to half the
usual attendance.

Publications

The Messenger has been beautifully produced by Paul Brewer and a friend, but, alas, he has
lost his contact and we now need a new person to key it in once a month. Offers, please!

The Bulletin has had a worse struggle, again due to lack of people to key it in. All offers
gladly considered: please ask me.

[ have already mentioned Trevor Coombs' Occasional Paper, we hope SOAG will produce
some more of these various projects. Meanwhile may I ask you all to put pen to paper and
produce some more articles or notes on your projects, for it, or write up an outing or course
you have attended.

SOAG is such an interesting and diversified collection of people we should surely be able to
produce a decent journal once a year - so heads down and get writing.

The Committee

The members have, as usual, had plenty of ideas and opinions and this has kept SOAG
moving. Also, as usual, one or two have travel and domestic difficulties in attending the
committee meetings, so we shall need one or two new ones. New blood is always good and
we were glad to welcome Paul Brewer who had been a SOAG since childhood, and John
Gibbs who had made our financial path smooth and tidy, and has put in a lot of time for
SOAG. Long may they remain with us, and our warmest thanks to them and chairman Dan
Miles, and Secretary Margaret Westwood and all the others, who have kept us going as well.

We shall soon be digging again, but there is much finds-processing: - marking, labeling and
drawing, to be done before we can enlarge our dig further.

Lets warm up with the monitoring job when there's a fine day again. We must all encourage
each other to climb out the mire of winter and get cracking.

Happy SOAGing for 1996! - and thank you for your support.

.

Cynthia Graham Kerr




SUMMER EXCURSIONS 1996

A Mystery Journey in June

Nine SOAGs and 2 visitors met on the green at Stadhampton and set out to see "something
that had gone" - according to the programme. We squeezed into as few cars as possible and
led by Cyn, we followed, full of curiosity, to a tiny turning off the main road and down a rutty
lane. Cyn paused at the farmhouse - Piccadilly Farm - an unlikely name! - and Mr. Osborne
said "yes, its all OK - park in the farmyard!" He had arranged previously with Cyn, for us to
g0 round the site and had thoughtfully moved his cows into another field.

We looked over the gate and were startled to see 2 very large round buildings, entirely by
themselves, in the middle of the field. We all climbed over the gate (hinge end!) and examined
these apparitions. One is a Dovecote, and the other a Granary with, most unusual, an icehouse
beneath it, (they are usually separate buildings). Between them lay a great grassy dip or pit.
This is all, with a bank one side, that remains of Ascott Park, burnt down in the 1600's during
the Civil War. We explored, photo'd, and were able to go in both buildings, which are used as
shelters for the cattle and examined the structure, brickwork and doors and lintels. They are
beautifully built and would have matched the house. The dovecote was full of nesting-holes in
the brickwork, the granary had had another floor, and the icehouse large and domed, with
steps down to the door (and plenty of nettles).

The only other remains of the main house were several pairs of gate piers which can be
spotted from the road, and the magnificent lime avenues leading to nowhere.

We then scrambled round the fishponds, one of which has been cleared and we saw a fish
jump! We crossed a soggy field, plunging into a muddy wood along a winding track ending at
a stretch of high nettles. Near this were springs, feeding the ponds. We then had to leap a
wide muddy ditch with a makeshift raft of branches, scramble up a bank and under the barbed-
wire into the sheep-field where there is a DMV.

Here we were obliged to wait quietly until the two horses ceased galloping up and down by us
and settled to feed, when were able to cross it, looking for the humps and bumps of the DMV.
A gate led to the farmyard, and we retrieved our cars, and drove to Chalgrove. Here a
wedding was in progress, the bells ringing cheerily and we waited in the sun for the bride and
groom to drive off, a charming event.

We were then able to explore the Church, - full of flowers - the wedding was a bonus! and see
the best wall paintings in Europe, according to the book, and explore this interesting church.
Leaving a message of thanks to the vicar, who had kept the church open for us, we returned to
our cars and so home.

Cynthia Graham Kerr




COUNCIL FOR BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGY - GROUP 9 AGM

Nine SOAGs attended the CBA 9 annual conference held at Banbury Museum on April 20th
1996, taking with them a display of some recent work done by the Group.

Ray Friendship-Taylor took the chair and introduced the speakers. Roger Featherstone of
RCME spoke on air reconnaissance in Oxfordshire and showed some remarkable sites,
previously unknown, mostly in the north. Nicky Fenner explained the complicated computer
process of making maps from plots. Following the coffee break, Mike Farley showed how air
photos of Bucks saved parts of Milton Keynes being built up. Chris Cox, an independent
fiyer, should have followed with his paper on air photo services but this had to be deferred
until after lunch because the projector went wrong.

In the afternoon Ray first drew the attention of the meeting to some changes in the CBA's
constitution and then Chris gave his paper. Next Philip Markham (Northants) reported finding
200 new sites, including a huge Roman villa and finally Ray spoke on his Roman dig at
Piddington.

Following the papers, Barry Horne told us how the Manshead Society (Dunstable) had turned
an old pub into their H Q. and store and Cyn then gave her report on SOAG's work.

Cynthia Graham Kerr

COUNCIL FOR INDEPENDENT ARCHAEOLOGY

Seven SOAGs attended the CIA Conference (Oxford Past) at the 70 Centre, Wallingford on
May 18" 1996.

We arranged our Display after a welcoming coffee and took our seats to hear Stuart Dewey
introduced, and then speak about the Museum - how the Wallingford group started and ran it.
(Their society started in 1974). For the museum they made models and peepshows and hands-
on displays. (But the mice ate the malt in a sack!!)

We then moved on to the County Archaeologist, Paul Smith who showed how aerial photos of
North Oxfordshire have revealed new sites - made visible by last years” drought. There were
banjo sites at Heyford, which the RAF allowed them to photo, and DMV’s, hill forts and
enclosures and Roman roads. After the coffee-break, Cyn gave her report on SOAG’s work
in the past year, followed by David Clarke on mosaics. He showed a ‘rug’ or ‘cloth’ of an
embroidered mosaic found in Stonesfield dated 1712, and compared it with the Orpheus
embroidery at Littlecote. Martin Henig followed with further information on mosaics in other
places, and why Neptune and Bacchus are used so much on motifs. We told him about our
Roman ring find from Gatehampton. Graham Salte told the story of a Cistercian Grange at
Faringdon, with details about the tithe barns, and how they found medieval tiles whilst field
walking and he showed us pictures of the Sheldon dovecote and medieval bridge at Radcot.

After a welcome lunch break in the Hall, we reconvened to hear Jane Robinson explain ‘IRIS’,
which is concerned with industrial archaeology. Roger Ainslie talked of his keyhole digs at




Abingdon, and this finished the reports. There followed a general scramble to clear up our
displays before a walk round the Castle, some visited the museum; but most of us stayed to
hear Paul Smith on record-keeping. This was extremely helpful - and alarming - one must
write out one’s project and the reason for it, he repeated, and went on to clarify this point.
We closed about 4.30 p.m. and turned out to a wet drive home.

Cynthia Graham Kerr

NATIONAL TRUST ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING GROUP AGM

On September 21st, 7 SOAGs and a visitor met at Stowe. After coffee we convened at 11am
and Matt Matthews and Alistair Roach gave us a résumé of work.

Gary Marshall, the archaeologist then gave a splendid illustrated talk on the NT houses he was
working on. We went over the drains at Claydon, a phone line at Greys' court (one of ours!)
showing brick footings, and where there had been wattle and daub at the old Vicarage, West
Wycombe. Chastleton interested us greatly (some saw it years ago when it was not NT).
Again drains were to the fore, and footings of a terrace were found in the forecourt, also in the
Best Garden, with a bay-window and steps. A gilded ring was a bonus find here.

There was an odd clay-lined tank in the West Garden, and some Roman pottery, and a massive
garden wall. More drains were exposed in the courtyard, and pastry-room. A hole under the
stairs produced several early C17 wine bottles with HJ 'stamps’ on them. A 3-phase fireplace
was found above the White Parlour. They dug a garde-robe with 3ft of mud in it, and the roof
is full of carpenters' marks; an old attic stair was disclosed and a clamped timber - all in the
original state. Sainfoin seeds, balls and toy blocks lay under floorboards. Slides on Stowe
followed - redug ha-has, a blocked gate, old gasworks and bases of 2 arches were excavated.
On top of a wall were the footprints of a mason in the plaster, and a spearhead was found
outside the Temple of Venus. An impressive parch-mark was of a garden layout; and
foundations of statues were later seen by us outside, but not the foundations of the menagerie.
At the Home Farm they have an old water wheel, replaced by a turbine, for power to the
sawbench, now being restored. After all this we broke for an excellent light luncheon; then
Richard Wheeler (managing agent) regaled us with some entertaining history of Stowe and we
walked round the estate to see the various temples. The Temple of Concord and Victory was
just outside, we crossed a deep valley to the Gothic temple, and a large monument to the
owner, Lord Chobham, then on to see Stowe 'Castle' in the distance, then across the Bridge of
Commerce (over the lake) to see the temple of Friendship, (banquets held here!), and looked
across to an island with a memorial to his friend William Congrieve (playwright), then to the
Pebble Grotto and returning along the Thanet Walk to a temple to "an Italian gentleman with
various offspring, but unmarried" - and numerous virtues - his greyhound! Some of the
original gravel had been kept on the Thanet Walk (they had 42 gardeners in the C17). The
Ladies Temple of Virtue was next, and so back to a welcome cup of tea and cakes. We
thanked Richard Wheeler for his walk, and Matt and Alistair, for arranging it all so well, made
our farewells and so home after a delightfully full day.

Cynthia Graham Kerr




DAY SCHOOL: MEDIEVAL MONASTERIES OF BERKSHIRE AND OXFORDSHIRE

Two members of SOAG attended a day school at Reading University to find out about our
local monasteries

The Two Great Benedictine Abbeys of Abingdon and Reading

Most of this lecture concerned Abingdon Abbey, an early foundation which suffered severely
at the time of the conquest. William I took much of the Abbey lands for himself and gave
other estates, previously held from the Abbey by Saxons, to Normans. Queen Matilda
demanded the most precious treasures of the Abbey, and when some were sent, demanded
more and better ones. '

Things improved when a new abbot from Jumieges in Normandy, called Athelelm was
appointed by King William, and some of the Abbey lands were restored. At this time there
was a great deal of disorder in England, and abbot Athelelm always had to travel with an
armed retinue, and keep knights to protect the abbey. Later when peace was restored he was
able to improve the religious life of the abbey, and the education of those in his care.

In the twelfth century the abbey furnishings and buildings were restored by an Italian abbot.
He was a very famous man as he was court physician to Henry 1st and Queen Eleanor.

Reading Abbey, founded much later than Abingdon by Henry I, was rich and very large, and
famous as a place of pilgrimage. It enjoyed royal patronage, was a place where parliament
could meet, and royal weddings take place. The abbey created a new market place with new
streets e.g. London Street, to direct traffic and commerce in its direction.

Eynsham Abbey, the subject of another lecture was founded in the reign of Ethelred the
Unready. Its first abbot, Aelfric was a famous scholar. He wrote sermons, but also a most
unusual book of dialogues to help the schoolboys in the monastery to speak Latin. These boys
wore monastic habits but did not necessarily become monks. Well educated people in later
Saxon times were expected to be able to read and speak Latin. Eynsham was largely
destroyed at the time of the Norman conquest but received bishop status in the time of William
II. Later, when there was a royal palace at Woodstock it became a convenient place for the
king to meet and confer with the bishops.

Archaeological Work in Abbeys

Eynsham has been excavated recently and the remains of the wattle and plaster walls of the
early monastery were found. The stone walls of rectangular buildings were also found, which
could have been those of a cloister. There were massive drains, and evidence of water
management to run water mills. There were fish ponds, and also a large precinct.

At Abingdon water management also took place. The monks had baths, and a long channel
was cut from the Thames to run watermills. The abbey also got revenue from tolls charged to
shipping on the Thames

At Reading, excavation revealed that the abbey was planned as a centre for pilgrimage. There
was an ambulatory round the apse so that pilgrims could look at the shrines and reliquaries.
Massive earth moving enabled a terrace to be made above the Kennet for a cloister.
Excavations have also revealed the waterfront for shipping, and the canalization of the Holy
Brook to run the abbey mill.

10




Granges and Lesser Houses

Field work has revealed the remains of abbey granges, which were agricultural and industrial
enterprises, as well as being used for retirement and rest centres, and for housing monks who
did not fit in well at the abbey. Dean Court at Cumnor was one of these, held by Abingdon
Abbey. It had a reeves house, a large hall, solar, kitchen, dovecote and fish ponds. There
were also workmens quarters and industrial buildings with a smithy and barns.

Many lesser houses were founded which did not develop into monasteries, but performed
useful local functions such as pastoral work, and running small schools.

Cells were small establishments owned by Monasteries. St Albans had a cell at Wallingford
which had about six monks. Monks could be sent to cells because they did not fit in with life
in a large house, either because they were awkward, or insubordinate, or simply needed a rest
from the pressures of life in a large monastery.

Marian Fallowfield

OUDCE SUMMER SCHOOL

I thought a weeks tuition in archaeological excavation sounded rather dull, and extremely
'heavy-duty'. Despite this fear, because I have a need to increase my basic archaeological
skills, T enrolled with Oxford University Dept. for Continuing Education for a one week stint
in August. I turned up armed with pens and paper ready for the first lecture - chatting with my
fellow students who varied from a librarian looking for excitement to a retired American ex-
pat who'd just completed her undergrad degree in Archaeology at Leicester. Imagine our joy
and surprise when Gary Lock - our tutor - told us the next six days were purely practical and
were to be spent investigating the Iron-Age Fort on Uffington Hill. He seemed to take great
joy in this revelation, and in the same gentle way he demolished (or should I say
deconstructed?) the essay I'd taken 6 days to write as part of the course requirement!

1




Anyway, following dinner that night, we all trooped into the Lecture Theatre and listened to a
discourse on 1000 years of Cogges (referring to the now-museum at Witney) which we all
found rather confusing. Much learned discussion in the bar afterwards?!

Uffington Hill as I'm sure you all know is a quite spectacular spot with incredible views, and
even more incredible archaeological features such as Neolithic longbarrows, forts, ancient
byways, and of course the White Horse itself. The Horse has now been dated by the use of
core samples to the Iron age period, and therefore is probably Celtic in origin. Our excavation
tuition started off with a quick talk about the aims of the work which was being jointly run by
OUDCE and the Oxford Unit. Then trowels and knee pads were doled out and away we
went. I unfortunately had my trowel unceremoniously removed and replaced with a rnattock -
some hobby this!

At the eastern end of the Fort, the ramparts lose their curved aspect, and suddenly turn into
the centre of the fort before rejoining the natural curve again. This had been interpreted as
possibly showing an area where a second gate into the fort had existed opposite the western
gate. This double gate feature is seen on other hilltop forts, and it required further
investigation. That's where I came in with my intrepid 'Dirty Digger' team. We continued
digging Trench A15 (started by the previous two weeks' worth of Summer Scholars) which
was placed immediately under the ramparts at this point of inturn.

We all had a most exciting week - we found two huge pits, one of which was filled with large
sarsen stones (burial?), several small post holes became apparent sweeping round within the
fort, and an area of 'pavement' at the south end of the trench covered with rubble (found by
yours truly) all seemed to point towards the gate theory. The following weeks' school
revealed a further two large holes - one of which had a classic post-pipe. They also noticed
two large sarsen stones sticking out of the east slope of the rampart in line with the large post
holes!

So here we have confirmation of a gate which was in position in the phase one ramparts (aso
called box-rampart with posts, wood and rubble) consisting of two sets of gates and a
suggestion of a 'guard house' to one side. When the ramparts of the whole fort were rebuilt in
phase two (so called dump rampart -which is what we see today), the Eastern gate was filled
in. Archaeology is so exciting when you get your hands dirty!

The above is all rather simplistic and I apologise for only giving you the bare bones of the
interpretation - which reminds me that the excavation outside the fort near the west gate found
the remnants of a round barrow - much plough damage - which had never been charted before.
AND they found a human skeleton which it is suggested may be a 'secondary' (i.e. much later)
burial within the wall of the barrow.

Lunch, elevenses, afternoon tea, dinner, fag breaks, were all great opportunities to talk to
fellow students, tutors, undergrads, post grads, tourists, horseriders (and their dead horses -
honest! It was very hot!!).

All in all, the week was a fantastic stimulating fun time which you could take at any level, and
I've every intention of going back next year! See you there?

12 Paul Stevens




GATEHAMPTON FARM: INTERIM REPORT 1993-96

Cynthia Graham Kerr

Introduction.

Having completed Trenches I and II we turned our attention to the area where the landowner,
Robin Cloke, said his plough "hit things" and field walked this area. This produced a
remarkable amount of tile and other Roman debris and with Mr Clokes full permission, we
opened a 5 x 1m trench parallel to the hedge by the farm shop. (See Figl). The object of this
trench (Trench III) was to see if any building or enclosure existed in the area of the debris.
We had doused the area previously and this indicated a linear feature crossing the site which
would be intersected by Trench IIL

Trench 11

After removing about 10cm of topsoil, there were finds of Roman pot and tile fragments and
as the section was revealed we saw that we had cut across a large ditch, perhaps a boundary
ditch, backfilled with layers of Roman rubbish, a mass of large flints and tile (tegulae and
imbrices) underlain by superimposed lenses of "household" rubbish (pots, bones, nails etc, with
tile) all the way down to the bottom (about 1.5m deep). The trench, which was widened to
1.5m, produced some interesting finds including a very unusual whiteish pottery spout with a
folded lip. The OAU were unable to recognise the type. (See F ig.2). A small ring, complete
with greenish glass bezel, was found on the west side of the ditch in a loamy soil layer (see
separate notes below by Dr. Martin Henig)

The ditch contained large amounts of interesting pottery, from black burnished ware and
coarse wares, to part of a Samian fruit bowl and sherds of New Forest type ware. An
interesting pot-base was scratched with a square, containing a diagonal cross which may
represent a batch number. Other finds included bones, nails, an iron band (probably for joining
wooden pipes) and plenty of painted wall plaster in a least 6 colours. Several tegulae had
animal paw marks and sandal marks (see Fig 2). and there were also fragments of thick floor
tiles, charcoal and chalk, possible tesserae, scraps of ?window glass and lumps of Roman
concrete.

Professor Peter Salway, author of several books on Roman Britain, very kindly visited us and
encouraged us to extend the trench to the southwest where we began to find slabs of
limestone. These were quickly recognised as roof tiles, with holes for nails and trimmed
edges. A piece of limestone tile was obtained from a C17 house-roof being repaired in
Stonesfield (famous for its quarries) and compared with the Roman tile, and it is possible that
limestone tiles were conveyed by the Romans down the River Thames from the quarries. The
limestone certainly appears to be of the same type although the Roman nail hole was square,
whereas the C17 nail hole was larger and round.

The east side of the trench appeared to consist of sterile loam grading into subsoil and gravel,
with practically no finds.
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When we opened a large area south of the ditch we discovered a new feature which appeared
to be a floor with much building rubble overlying it. There was a low bank parallel to the
ditch lying between it and the floor area, and also a mass of hand packed gravel adjoining it,
which may be natural. We extended the floor area, looking for an edge but were unable to
define one.

Diagonally across this floor area a new feature presented itself A row of tegulae had been -
laid neatly, end to end on their backs, to form a gully or drain. We followed this across the
floor for some 6m to the north.

We are now concentrating on the “floor” area of Trench III which appears as a patchy chalky
layer forming a flat surface in section. This floor has now been uncovered over an area of
4.5 x 5.5 m, which has now exposed large flints and tile, the rammed chalk-layer a dense
scatter of mortar and plaster - but as yet no convincing walls.

The most productive area of Trench III was just beyond the bank by the ditch. This area had a
heap of tiles, dumped on edge, at the corner. One fascinating find here was a small pot about
2 cm high and 1.5 cm across, tapering at the base, with a piece broken off the side and a hole
pricked in the base (see cover). It Is very coarse and lumpy and we thought at first that a child
might have made it. After some research, however, we found a drawing of some very similar
pots' which agreed with Dr Martin Henigs’ suggestion that it was a votive pot and quite
unusual.

Near this we also found two pieces of a shale bracelet, two small bronze coins (Gallienos, AD
253-268) and two complete and one half bone pins (Fig.4), there was also a piece of iron
sawblade. Our latest find of interest here was some sherds of barbotine pot including most of
the base.

Trenches IV and V

These were only 1m square, and were of the nature of trial holes to clarify the position of the
drain beyond Trench III northwards (Trench V) and a few large pieces of tile were found
which may or may not represent the drain.

Trench VI

This was placed in alignment with findings of both the radar survey (showing disturbance) and
our field walking (showing a scatter of finds and tile) It revealed yet more floor debris as in
Trench IIL

Trench VII

We opened Trench VII in an area where the radar had indicated considerable disturbance, and
found a possible Roman mortar floor, together with patches of opus signinium, 2 large burnt
flints and a piece of tufa.

Dr Roger Goodburn, from the Institute of Archaeology, Oxford, and his wife arrived to the
see the site and were quite impressed with the floor in Trench VIL. Dr Goodburn thought this
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might be the apex of a plunge-pool within a Roman bathhouse, with walls round it. We later
found several pieces of hypocaust tile in the trench, which was extended to 3 sq. m. in an
L-shape. The depth of disturbance, according to the ground radar print-out, is such that we
may have a hypocaust area below.

Ground Radar Survey

A ground radar survey was carried out in the field area adjacent to Trench III and IV in an
attempt to define the area of Roman settlement at Gatehampton. This covered some 30 x 30m
of the field from the hedge, mostly in lines parallel to the main Trench ITI. A number of points
of ground disturbance were identified, which may indicate Roman walls and building debris.
We are still awaiting most of the printouts from the survey but have been able to open a
further trench based on one of them.

Conclusion

In spite of the lack of information to be gleaned from aerial photos, a large area of the whole
field seems to contain buildings, according to the ground radar survey. We are still trying to
establish where the walls are in this ever-growing complex, and will soon be needing more
volunteers to help with recording and surveying, as well as diggers and finds processors, to
keep abreast with the work of the dig, discovering what these buildings have to tell us of our
Roman heritage.
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THE GATEHAMPTON RING

Cynthia Graham Kerr

"The Roman ring found in Trench III was shown to Dr Martin Henig (Royal Archaeological
Institute), who specialises in Roman jewellery and he gave us the following notes:

It was probably a trinket ring, worn by a young woman (not a child) of the 3rd century AD. It
consists of a circlet of bronze with squared shoulders and is set with a bezel of pale green
glass, imitating a stone such as plasma or emerald. The stone is complete but the metal of the
ring is worn thin at the back and has broken off.

Some similar rings were illustrated in J.R Kirks’ article on "Bronzes from Woodeaton, Oxon."
in Oxoniensa 14 (1949) 1-45, p22, no 4, (p21, Fig 5, 10) from Woodeaton, in the collection of
P .M Finch.

We would like to thank Martin for the time and trouble that he took in looking this up for us
in numerous books and papers.

A Thought About our Roman Villa Find

How inspired (or did he know more?) was Kenneth Graham, when, in 'The Wind in the
Willows' Badger said to Mole "Well, very long ago, on the spot where the Wild Wood waves
now, before ever it was planted itself and grown up to what it now is, there was a city - a city
of people, you know. They were a powerful people, and rich, and great builders. They built
to last, for they thought their city would last for ever. " Badger further tells Mole, "People
come - they stay for a while, they flourish, they build - and they go. It is their way. But we
remain."

How right Badger was!

Interesting also that some artists have seen Mr. Badger's pillars and arches in his wondrous
corridors in a very Roman style.

Bill Jackson




THE PASSELEWES
Pat Preece

A family called Passelewe were eminent people in Woodcote and Goring from the twelfth
century until the seventeenth. Although they were free tenant farmers they were involved in
the woodlands in this area.

The first reference found to the Passelewes is in the middle of the twelfth century, between
1152 -96 when William Paslow (there are many different spellings of the name) in a charter,
became a tenant of Eynesham Abbey. South Stoke, including Woodcote, belonged to the
Abbey until the dissolution of the monasteries. He rented a virgate of land in South Stoke,
with an extra acre of land which was sublet to an Adam Cithera, plus 20 acres which had
previously been held by Hugo of Bixest or East Bix, which later became Bix Brand. This
would have meant that he would have had approximately 51 acres of land and for this his rent
was 16s 8d". A virgate was around 30 acres and at that time acres could vary in size from
village to village. He must have been what was called a 'free' tenant as there was no mention

of any customary services

The name William seems to have been handed down through several generations-in 1264-68 a
William Passelewe was stated to have lived in South Stoke’. In 1285 a William was granted a
third part of a small meadow near the river’. This was situated between small meadows
belonging to Eynesham and Bec Herlouin Abbeys and had been held by Thomas and Joan
Aylwine. The English abbeys were very wealthy and held land often very far from the actual
abbey. William was to give services (not specified) and a quantity (clavum) of cloves for the
meadow  The charter was endorsed in English (charters were normally in Latin) 'a deed from
Thomas Aylwyn and Johanne his wyffe of the gyfte of the third parte of a pyddell in Stoke
Abbatte unto Wyllyam Passelewe'

The Hundred Rolls of 1279 of Oxfordshire are a very useful source of knowledge about
tenants of estates and we find William Passeleweis (sic) listed as a free tenant of Eynesham
Abbey. He had a virgate of land in South Stoke and 20 acres in Goring for all of which he
gave 9s,* considerably less than his ancestor gave, but the 16s 8d may have been a sort of
entry fee known as a ‘fine' One wonders whether the 20 acres were those a previous William
had obtained from Hugo de Bixest in the 12th century, Eynesham had been given a 'hide' and
27 acres of land by William de Druval in 1170°. This land was called Childsland and this 1s
where the Passelewes had their Goring land. These lands were on the boundary of South
Stoke and Goring and were known by this name until 1853 at the time of the Tithe Award of
Goring. (A hide was 4 virgates or approximately 120 acres)

The Passelewes acted as witnesses to charters throughout the 13th and 14th centuries,
establishing their place as respected members of the communities of Goring and South Stoke.

Nicholas Passelewe was obviously a highly respected member of the community in 1343,
acting as a witness to several charters, and he was a timber merchant. This is proved by an
entry in the Close Rolls’; this says that the property belonging to Margery, the widow of
Nicholas de la Beche, was forfeit because her second husband was accused of felony and
treason. The King ordered that all the 'great trees’ on her estate should be felled and sold”.




This is where Nicholas Passelewe came in, acting with Thomas De Coleshall, Richard Brok
and John Aubrey of 'Herdewyck'. The Aubreys were tenants of the manor of Hardwick and
near neighbours of the Passelewes. They bought the timber of several woods for 800 marks
as a mark was worth 13s 4d, this in modern money would be £533 .33 Even split four ways’
this was a great deal of money at that time - possibly the equivalent of approximate £100,000
each! These woods were in Bradfield and district on the other side of the Thames and the
consortium were to pay 800 marks in two years with a bond of 200 marks if they made

default. :
Whether the King got impatient for his money or for whatever reason, in May of 1349 an

order was issued for all their lands, goods and chattels to be delivered to the King as they had
not paid any of the money®. This seems very hard as they would have had to do the felling and
then extracted the timber and conveyed it to the river- a matter of six miles. Probably then it
would have been moved by barge to a town where there was a demand for timber, the
likelihood is that London was its destination, as a great deal of timber was sent to London
from the woods bordering the Thames. All this would have taken time and the buyers may not
have been very quick in paying - it was fairly usual at a later date for the payment for timber to
be delayed for several months. Whether the threat was carried out is not known. However
after 1349 Nicholas' name does not appear as witness to charters;, but in 1362-3 he is
mentioned as having land in Goring’, probably the 20 acres of Childs Lands, so it seems likely
that he managed to find the money. By 1366 he was dead, because there is reference to a
cottage with curtilage and croft that 'used to be held by Nicholas Passelewe' rent 2s 2d per
annum'® and the name of the tenant was given. John de Passele, who was probably his son, is
listed as owning 1 virgate of land and 1 acre in South Stoke field, I acre of meadow and 20
acres of land in Goring, all valued at £6.35.6d - so all was well. It may be that he borrowed
the money from a local Jew; as was quite common, he was unlikely to have the money
available until he had sold his timber, there were no banks in those days.

It seems possible that Nicholas was also woodward for some of the local woods but no
reference can be found to prove this. In 1399 however, a woodward is mentioned in
connection with firewood and this would seem to be John Passelewe-Nicholas son or -
grandson - because in 1407 John Passelewe was the woodward for Elvendon. As woowards
often served several estates the probability is that John would have covered both Elvendon and
South Stoke. Woodcote has not been mentioned but in the middle ages it was part of the
parish of South Stoke. In the court rolls for Elvendon he presents various people for offences
in the woods, such as allowing their animals to destroy the herbiage in Elnoreparke wood".
As the woods at that time would have been mainly coppice, it would have been the coppice
shoots that would have been destroyed. Amongst other offences there was the poaching of
rabbits from the lord's warren near the same wood. In 1408 a heriot was paid on his death. A
heriot was a payment, usually of the deceased's best beast, to the lord of the manor.

Thomas Passelewe appears in documents in the middle of the 15th century as a woodward for
Eynsham abbey's South Stoke estate. Whether he was the son or grandson of John is not
known. He lived at Exlade Street, Woodcote, where probably his ancestors had lived on the
edge of Abbots Wood -at that time a wood of 348 acres belonging to the Abbey”. In the
accounts for 1448 a 'stipendium'’ of 6s 8d was paid to him yearly'®. This was the retaining fee
for overseeing the woods and he would have charged a percentage on wood sales; this was
common practice in the Oxfordshire woodlands up to the 19th century. That year he sold
underwood called 'bechenwode' (the scribé obviously did not know the Latin for beech!)




worth 60s 6d according to 'his own tally’. One can imagine him literally keeping a record on a
tally stick and producing it for the abbey's steward. The underwood would have come from
the beech coppices which were so valuable in the Chilterns.

In 1470 the same Thomas Passelewe, or more probably, his son, was a woodward on the same
estate, now leased to Henry Doget and John Felowe - except for Abbots woods which were
retained by the abbey. Henry and John contributed 7s 8d to his retaining fee - on top of the 6s
8d from the abbey a possible fee from Eivendon as well. The former also gave him 4s annually
for his clothes which seems to indicate that he wore a uniform”. He probably managed such
woods as Northgrove and High wood etc. for Henry and John as well as Abbots woods for the
abbey and possibly Elmorepark wood for Elvendon, although there is no further reference in
the court rolls to a woodward. As woodwards the Passelewes would have employed men to

work in the woods on a temporary basis.
No further reference is found to the Passelewes until 1640"'® when Richard Paslew of Beache

was leasing 'Fryer Hampsteade coppice' ie Friarhampstead wood in Goring , to Anthony Lybb
of Hardwick. The Passelewe had ‘Beche Lands' or, as it is now, Beech Farm in Woodcote.
They ran Elvendon court for a while, so could almost be called lords of the manor. In 1647
Richard Paslewe described himself as a 'gentleman™. One wonders whether he would have
paid a retaining fee to a woodward!

There is no further mention of the Passelewes in connection with the woods but in about 1530
in a rental there was a free holder called Wyllyam Passlowe who had a 'yerdland’, a yardland
was the same as a virgate and he paid a rent of 9s a year for it. Included in the rent was a
'pesse of grownd by Planox', 'planicks' is found as the name of a piece of meadow in the 1853
tithe award for South Stoke, situated by the river and probably the same meadow that William
Passelewe owned in the 13th century.
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A MEDIEVAL DAISY?

Cynthia Graham Kerr

Lying across strong trestles at the woodyard, the enormous beams from the barn at Townsend
Farm, Great Missenden, were being meticulously restored by a team of skilled woodworkers,
who were removing the rotten wood and replacing ragged joints with new ones of oak. The
care and understanding going into the job would have delighted the medieval craftsmen who
made the originals, and it was a pleasure to see these modern young craftsmen taking such a
pride in their work. ‘

It was during coffee-break that the odd little decoration was noticed. At a quick glance there
appeared to be several nails in a group on one beam at the edge. Nails banged in to hang up
something? A closer inspection showed that they were not all nails, they were not just
"banged in", but were four staples half hammered in and folded back in a cross or flower, with
a separate nail in the centre. (See fig. 1)

This is not the usual mason's mark, which usually consists of a design in lines - a quick cut
with a chisel to show either where it joins another beam or timber, or the "trademark" of a
certain craftsman, to distinguish his work from others.

What, then, is this odd little mark? - for it is certainly intentional, and not nails just lazily
hammered over. Has anyone else noticed a design made with nails, and if so where and on
what?

-- Or was this the apprentice just amusing himself at beer-break?
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THE FIGHT FOR CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Mary Kift

As SOAG has recently dug up a cannon ball from the Civil War whilst excavating at
Gatehampton and this find led to a talk on the Civil War in this area, I thought perhaps
members might be interested to read of a little known battle which took place in Caversham in
1643, fairly early on in the dispute between Charles and his parliament. It was a fierce but
short engagement in which the bridge changed hands three times and the incident was used at
the King's trial. According to Dugdale, the historian, the storming of Caversham Bridge was
one of the principle charges brought against the King at his trial as "having on that occasion
made war upon his subjects (at Caversham)"

The following article comes from my book, Life in Old Caversham (now out of print), and the
quotes from Robert Atkyns, John Gwyn and Sir Samuel Luke are from a book entitled The
Civil War: Military Memories, by P. Young and N. Tucker published in 1967 by Longmans.

There was no doubt that, sooner or later, the Civil War was bound to reach Caversham
because of its vital bridge over the Thames to Reading, where roads radiated out to London,
Oxford, Southampton and the West Country. In fact, the area was caught up quite early in the
struggle between King and Parliament.

Records show that people in Caversham were already becoming involved in the War within six
months of its commencement. On February 20, 1643, 'Mrs. Blower, an appothecarie's wife is
eyther to be banished or hanged for having a little quantity of (gun) powder found in her home
(in Caversham)". Two months later, 'April 20, 1643, the King's Scouts came out of
Wallingford to Sonning and took a horse from a widow in the Parish of Caversham'= There
must have been plenty of secrecy and spying. 'One W. Dolmer or Dormer, a papist, in the
Parish of Causam doth constantly harbour the Cavellyers and three of them were quartered
there last night and their horses were judged to be worth fifty pounds'

But to most ordinary folk of Caversham every-day life was more important than the battles
between their Parliament and their King. What mattered to them was getting to Reading
market and back. 'The bridge called Causham Bridge which Iyes on the North side of the
Towne (Reading) towards Oxford is quite taken downe and flung into the river . . . and the
drawbridge at Cawsam (on the Reading side) is throwne into the river and they make shift
with planks to go over, this day being Market Day, but as soon as the market is ended they
intend to pull it all quite upp'. Sir Samuel Luke, a parliamentarian, left us this account in his

diary.

However, as the villagers of Caversham prepared for sleep on the evening of April 24th, 1643,
few of them could have guessed what was to happen there in the following twenty-four hours.
True, they understood there was a quarrel between Charles and his Parliament, which had
begun the year before when the king had set up his standard at Nottingham on August 22nd as
a sign of defiance to Cromwell, and by Yuletide the battles of Edgehill and Turnham Green
had already been fought. Since April 16th, however, the disturbances had come much closer
to Caversham, in fact nearby Reading was under siege by the Earl of Essex with a
Parliamentary army of some eighteen thousand men. It was the biggest siege, so far, of the
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Civil War_ In the village itself there had already been many strange happenings - what about
Mrs. Blower and her gunpowder - the fellow called Dolmer or Dormer - the poor widow
whose horse had been stolen less than a week ago? Add to that the difficulty in crossing a
broken bridge on market days and life was certainly not so peaceful and settled as before.

On the morning of April 25, at first light, an operation was under way to rescue beleaguered
Reading. King Charles sent forces from Oxford via Wallingford, Nettlebed and from thence to
Caversham Park - a Royalist stronghold owned by Lord Craven. After leaving Lord Craven's
home a sharp exchange took place between these forces and the Parliamentarians and the
Fight for Caversham Bridge took place. In the ensuing battle the spire of St. Peter's Church
was demolished by cannon shot and the North side of the building damaged. The Royalists
were defeated and the King's forces in Reading surrendered. Three soldiers present at the
scene kept either diaries or memoirs. One was the Roundhead, Sir Samuel Luke. The other
two were Cavaliers, John Gywn and Richard Atkyns. Through their accounts much of what
happened can be pieced together.

John Gwyn was one of the three thousand one hundred strong garrison at Reading and he
describes how the town was made ready to withstand the siege. 'Aston (Sir Arthur) fortified
the town with a ditch and high ramparts strengthened by gun-mounts. Several forts protected
the outlying high ground. Beyond the top of Castle Hill was a post called the 'Forlorn Hope'
which controlled the road to Newbury and at the top of the hill itself was a fort which guarded
the south west corner of the defences. In addition to the stout walls of the Abbey, Reading
was protected by the Thames and the Kennet. A short distance away the Thames was crossed
by Caversham Bridge' The 'Forlorn Hope' seems to have been an expression used by both
sides and was the name given to a troop of cavalry as well as a military position.

Richard Atkyns another eye witness, was one of the soldiers sent by King Charles to relieve
Reading. His rather self-righteous account is more detailed and although headed April 25 he
describes the days that led up to the encounter.

"We were then commanded to march towards Oxon to the relief of Reading, besieged by the Earl of
Essex, with the King's whole army that quartered here about: where I had the honour to command the
forlom-hope again. (Probably a division or squadron of the regiment consisting of two or three troops,
according to military notes.)

Eight or ten days after, the general rendezvous was by Wallingford and the forlom-hope consisting of
about 160 horses was sent out between eight and nine of the clock in the momning. We marched to
Nettlebed and so to Cawsam House (the seat of Lord Craven) through as bad a way for horse to march
as I ever saw, for the way was so thick of woods and furzes that in two miles we could not draw up
eight in front of us, so as a small party of horse might easily have retarded our march and killed several
of us. Our security might be the illness of the way, for none that knew not of our march before could
expect horse to march in that place. We saw no scout or armed men till we approached Cawsam
Bridge and there we found their army prepared to entertain (engage) the King's men. My station was
not directly but obliquely between the river (Thames) and a large bam (Harrisons) within musket shot
of both. They sent no party to fight us but within half an hour the King's army appeared upon the hill
about a mile off (himself being in person there). The cannon played upon us but did no harm. We
killed some and took others prisoners, they mistaking us for their own party. Between twelve and one
of the clock the King sent down several Regiments to storm the bamn without the taking of which we
could not have access to the body of their Army which lay mostly between the bamn and the bridge, and
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as the King always adventured gold against silver at the best, so now he adventured as gallant men as
ever drew sword against mud walls, for the barn was as good a bulwark as art could invent.

T'would grieve one's heart to see men drop like fruit in a strong wind and never see their enemy. For
they made loopholes through the walls that they had the full bodies of the assailants for their mark as
they came down a plain field. (But) the assailants saw nothing to shoot but mud walls and must hit
them in the eye or lose their shot. Upon this disadvantage I need not tell you what men we lost. About
three of the clock my party was relieved for half an hour and then the party that relieved us were drawn
off again.

Soon after the King's army marched off (having relieved the town with ammunition) and my party was
left as before, without hope of relief and the sun going down, all which daunted my men so much that I
could hardly make a front of six men and indeed the danger was not small for two or three hundred
musketeers had lined the hedge by this time and began to play on the one side. A regiment of foot and
cannon about a musket shot (away) fronted us and a strong party of horse on the other side so as I had
much ado to keep them from running, having a lieutenant fearful as any, which to prevent I was forced
to cut some of them and threaten my lieutenant, with which we stuck together more like a flock of sheep
than a party of horse, until Prince Rupert sent his commands by Colonel Legge that [ should march off
and make my retreat as well as I could. A deliverance which by the advise of that noble person I did

with such success that I lost not one man. ' ‘
About half an hour within night as we marched in a broad road my scouts discovered the enemy at

which my party took such fright that although I desired them, but six of them, all with fixed postols,
would go along with me I could get no more than two. By this time the dragoons on both sides of the
road were pelting at us, but at a great distance, and a party of horse pursued us in the rear. When they
came in a convenient distance of us we discharged at them and with so great a noise, that my party
suspecting they had come on, ran too, but the contrary way. We were afterwards troubled with them no
more and about a quarter of a mile further Prince Rupert had so strong an ambuscade for them that if
their whole army had pursued us I am confident he had scattered them. (During the whole day's fight) I
was not a quarter of an hour in fourteen hours off my horse's back and Prince Rupert discharged he
would never put me upon so hard a duty again.'

From the diary of Sir Samuel Luke, we have this account:

'Upon Cawsam Hill, unexpected to us came his Majesty's forces, under the command of General Ruven
and Prince Rupert consisting of about forty colloms of horse and nine regiments of foot with ordnance
and other ammunition; they fell upon a loose regiment that lay there to keep the bridge and gave them a
furious assault both with their ordinance and men - the bullet begin taken up by our men which weighed
twenty-four pounds at least. This was answered by our musketts and we made the hill so hott for them
that they were forced to retreat, leaving behind seven bodyes of as personable men as ever were seene,
and most of their armes; beside others which fell in the three or four miles compasse, as they retreated.
And it is sayed that within five miles there were five hundred hurt men drest in a bame besides many
prisoners which wee tooke and many hurt men within our precincts, to which wee sent the next moming
our surgeons to dress, and gave orders to have the dead bodyes buryed by the parishioners where they
were slain.'

There are no records of these burials in St. Peter's register though another account of the fight
gives the number of dead at around one hundred.

Many crumbling Tudor buildings must have collapsed in the cannon fire. One soldier present
notes 'Our ordnance is perpetually beating down houses ...." Caversham must have suffered
greatly and been much distressed at the death and destruction, especially of part of its church.




The damaged spire was replaced by a wooden tower which remained until the present one was
erected in 1878 and many late seventeenth century cottages arose in the village to replace the
old mediaeval ones that were destroyed. A few of these old dwellings from the last quarter of
the sixteen hundreds still exist, though some are almost derelict at the time of writing.

The memory of that day remained long in the minds of Caversham people and a saying grew
up in the village that 'Balmayers field ran blood". The fiercest part of the fighting probably
took place on the open fields of Emmer Green, close to the Royalist stronghold of Caversham
Park, the home of Lord Craven. Balmore House, built in 1834, and then spelt without the 'e'
took its name from Balmer's or Balmor's field. The rough track that led up from Caversham
across this open space for centuries is now a metalled road leading to Peppard, with houses on
either side.

No Problem !

26




SIR ARTHUR JOHN EVANS (1851-1941)

Phil Carter

“Out in the dark blue sea there lies a land called Crete, a rich and lovely land, washed by the
waves on every side, densely populated and boasting ninety cities ... one of the ninety towns is
a great city called Knossos, there for nine years, King Minos ruled and enjoyed the friendship
of almighty Zeus.”

Such were the words of Homer in the Odyssey describing Crete, which inspired Heinrich
Schliemann, the celebrated German archaeologist and mentor of Arthur Evans, to look further
at secrets to be found on the island.

As the seven-year-old son of a Protestant parson in Mecklenburg, north Germany, Schliemann
had been reading Jerrer's Universal history, and was greatly impressed by an engraving
showing the walls of burning Troy. In the ensuing conversation with his father, Schliemann
predicted that in his later years he would dig to find those great walls.

At the age of 46, after making a fortune with military contracts during the Crimean War
through living in St. Petersburg, where he had gained a knowledge of the principal modern and
ancient European languages, he decided to return to his childhood ambition of finding the site
of the Homeric poems by excavating the mound of Hisarlik in Asia Minor, the traditional site
of Troy. He discovered nine superimposed cities, one of which contained a considerable
treasure that he wrongly identified as Priam’s, but which was in fact earlier. This meant that
Homeric Troy was at a higher level, and although his finds were sufficient to convince scholars
of the reality of the Trojan Wars, he was in turn influenced by the findings that pointed to a
much earlier civilisation in the Mediterranean,

Pottery and precious objects from Hisarlik and later digs at the fortresses of Mycenae and
Tiryns in mainland Greece were examined and re-examined by scholars, and the conclusion by
many was that the findings were much older than Homer or even the Trojan War. One such
believer was an Englishman of 31, who came to Schliemann in Athens in 1882 and took an
extremely strong interest in the precious objects of Mycenae, as vividly portrayed by his half-
sister:

"My brother was extremely short-sighted and a reluctant wearer of glasses. But without them
he could see small things held a few inches from his eyes in extraordinary detail, while
everything else was a vague blur. Consequently the details he saw with microscopic
exactitude, undistracted by the outside world, had a greater significance for him than for other
men.

He spent a considerable time examining the bead-seals and signet-rings from Mycenae, and
decided that the design was unlike the art of ancient Greece, similar to that of Assyria or
Egypt, but definitely not the same. He, too, was mystified. That man's name was Arthur
Evans.

In 1886, at the age of 64, Schliemann again wanted to explore Homeric sites. This time he
was persuaded by the words of the historian Thucydides who mentioned the domain of King
Minos, as well as by Homer’s reference to the Cretan contingent at the siege of Troy. After
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finishing the dig at Tiryns, he set off for Crete where the Turkish Government, which then
ruled the island, had just issued permission to dig there in reply to a request of three years
before. In 1877, a few miles south of Heraklion, in a valley rising towards the mountainous
interior of the island, the Spanish consul had sunk five shafts on the mound of Kephala, the
traditional site of Knossos, to confirm the existence of a building 180 feet long by 140 feet
wide, but at very great depth. This land Schliemann attempted to buy, but the landowner
demanded too high a price. Although, after a period of three to four years, the landowner did
agree to drop the price. Schliemann's compulsion to buy had declined and he broke off
negotiations. He was, however, directly responsible for Evans' devotion to Minoan
archaeology

Arthur Evans was born in 1851, son of John Evans, who was a distinguished geologist,
antiquary and collector, Fellow and Treasurer of the Royal Society, and in turn a member of a
group of men that included Francis Galton and General Pitt-Rivers who looked at new ways to
study anthropology and archaeology. With so much of his father's study being filled with flint
and bronze implements, Arthur's interest was so great that summer holidays were spent flint-
collecting in Britain and France with his father, and ancient coins fascinated him.

After Harrow, Evans went on to read history at Oxford, gaining a First in 1875, Although, on
his death, John Evans left Arthur his large collection of Stone Age implements and weapons,
Arthur's main interest at that time was in the landscape and architecture of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. He failed to gain vacant Fellowships at both Magdalen and All Souls, mainly
due to his unpopular opinions at this time, and he became strongly involved with Balkan
politics. The countries were then ruled by Turkey.

He was so incensed by Turkish atrocities and the British attitude to the Balkan nightmare that
he sent a letter to the then Prime Minister, Gladstone, who acknowledged it and handed it on
to C.P. Scott, editor of the Manchester Guardian. Scott was so impressed that Arthur was
made Special Correspondent in the Balkans. Although much of his time was spent in daring
exploits that highlighted his life as a journalist, he still found time to excavate Roman buildings
and copy out inscriptions.

Whilst covering the war that had broken out between Turkey and Montenegro, Evans heard
that Edward Freeman, the historian and an old Oxford friend, was visiting Ragusa and he
returned home to meet him and his two daughters. One of the daughters, Margaret, was also
a scholar and they fell in love and married in 1878. The Evans' became strongly involved with
insurgents and were closely watched by the new Austrian authorities, who became incensed
with their wishes for a rising of the Slav people. After a period in jail, they were expelled and
returned to England in April 1881.

Although his greatest wish was to return to the Balkans, his other love was archaeology and
he wanted to change the way it was taught at Oxford. Nevertheless, he decided not to stand
for a vacant Professorship of Classical Archaeology, thinking the post was too restrictive. In
disgust, he and Margaret set off for a tour of Greece in 1883 and this was the date of his
meeting with Schliemann, as mentioned above. Evans was fascinated by the architecture at
Tiryns and Mycenae, but was intrigued by the difference between that and the “classical”
Greek form of architecture. Where had it come from?
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On returning to Oxford, he at last picked up a University appointment and became Curator of
the Ashmolean Museum. He set about the challenge of making the Museum a centre of
archaeological studies from the ruin and neglect lent it by University officials. After a lengthy
wait through lack of finance, a handsome endowment from Drury Fortnum allowed the
Ashmolean to be revived and reconstituted. Even then, Evans had to struggle for years to
obtain adequate funding, and he sought relief in archaeological digging and foreign travel.

Arthur's microscopic eyesight allowed him to continue his other interest, numismatics (the
study of ancient coins). Unlike others who could not, he was able to recognise artists’
signatures on tiny Sicilian coins and to interpret details of Minoan civilisation as revealed on
the miniature seals of Crete. The year 1893 provided a high and a low for Evans: his wife
died, and he gradually overcame that tragedy by a great find in the trays of the antiquity
dealers of Athens: three- and four-sided stones with engraved symbols representing a different
hieroglyphic system to that found in Egypt. These stones had been found on Crete.

Following financial persuasion of the Turkish authorities, Evans again set foot on Crete in the
spring of 1894 and headed for the site of Knossos in an attempt to find more bead-seal
pictographs. A Cretan man, Minos Kalokairinos, had already begun digging there to reveal
massive walls and huge pithoi (storage jars), but it was still five years before Evans acquired
the freehold of the site on the departure of the Turkish forces from Crete.

Before he started digging on Crete, Evans had been convinced by Schliemann's finds at
Mycenae that a pre-Hellenic race existed there. He walked and climbed the length and breadth
of the island, visiting the supposed birth-place of Zeus in the Lasithi highlands, and from there
trekking along a great Minoan road with embankments, ditches and forts. Evans found that
Cretan women carried "milk-stones” as charms when nursing their babies, and these stones
(some of which can be viewed in the Ashmolean Museum) were once the property of the
ancient Cretans who wore them as ancient equivalents of identity cards. Each was engraved
with a design, often with hieroglyphic signs. These tiny seals fascinated Evans and he traveled
throughout the island searching for them, and this led him to the remains of pre-Hellenic sites.

Evans returned to Crete in March 1899, with D.G. Hogarth, a skilled excavator and Duncan
MacKernzie, a linguist and archivist. Losing no time, they recruited 30 Cretan workmen and
dug into the mound of Kephala at Knossos. A great labyrinth of buildings was revealed, and
although he had originally visited Crete to decipher a system of writing, he soon realised he
had discovered a lost civilisation. Schliemann's interest in Crete had been through references
in Homers’ Odyssey, but Evans was drawn to it through scientific curiosity and his ambition in
life was now to decipher the mysterious Minoan script.

Evans found that the site of Knossos consisted of a quadrangular mound, with two sides
bounded by steep slopes and two more or less level with the surrounding terrain. It was not a
lofty citadel as was Mycenae. From the start, the excavations showed evidence of architecture
of great splendor, skill in engineering and art of considerable sophistication. Material
treasures of gold and precious stones, like those at Mycenae, could not be found after
centuries of looting. However, the script was found on clay tablets in the same way as it
appeared on the seal-stones. Over 700 tablets were found, but the actual decipherment was to
defeat Evans. However he was-not beaten by the other major challenge, that of uncovering
the first 2000 years of European culture to discover a people who had lived 1500 years before
Christ, a people Evans named Minoan, after Minos, the legendary ruler of Crete.
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Soon after came the discovery of a well-preserved wall-painting, similar to those on the walls
of Egyptian tombs, and indeed fragments of vases found in the depths of Kephala were clearly
of the type depicted in the tomb paintings. This backed up the tradition that the Minoans were
alternately at war and at peace with the pharaohs. Then came another important find: what
Evans had first considered to be a bath chamber turned out to be the Room of the Throne,
with long corridors and a paved courtyard leading from it. The discovery of a great relief in
painted stucco of a charging bull gave Evans great excitement, but most remarkable of all the
finds was the remains of a spirited fresco depicting a young man in the act of somersaulting
over the back of a charging bull - this suggested to Evans the presence of the Minotaur, the
half-bull, half-man son of King Minos, and the inhabitants of the Labyrinth. He considered it
likely that the Minoans were dedicated members of a Bull Cult, and that the ten maidens and
ten youths sent from the Greek mainland annually to be sacrificed, according to legend, were
probably put in an enclosure with a bull and slaughtered. This has since been substantiated by
the discovery of teenage bones beneath the paving stones.

Evans found the heat of the Cretan summer too oppressive for digging and he could only
proceed through the six winter months. Hence, for the next 25 years, with a break for the
First World War, Evans' time was devoted to Knossos. In 1911 he was knighted, not only for
his work on Crete, but for his contribution to learning. Although he had resigned his
Keepership of the Ashmolean some three years before, he continued to shower it with
generous gifts, and, whenever possible, lectured on his work. His finds at Knossos later
prompted archaeologists to dig at other Cretan palace sites at Phaistos, Agia Triadha and
Mallia, but his devotion to the vast palace complex at Knossos, only ending with his death in
1941, provided a new chapter in history books that the world still wishes to read.

INN SIGNS

Kathy Brewer

My parents were Methodists and strictly teetotal. But in my mothers later years she made a
hobby of collecting unusual inn names and writing them in a book. I discovered in our
bookcase, a book entitled “Inns and their signs”, very interesting and varied.

I’ve decided to just include the local ones apart from the first, called “Trip to Jerusalem”,
(Nottingham). This is world famous and one of Britain’s oldest inns. Originally it was the
brewhouse of the castle which towers above it. Then it became the “Pilgrim” and in 1189
took its present name.

As the crusaders gathered to fight in the Holyland, they halted at the inn for refreshment. Its
original spelling, “Tryppee” is an old English word for ‘Halt’. The inn itself is hewn out the
rock on which Nottingham castle is builtand is honeycombed with caves and passages. The
whole place is unique and one its chimneys of peculiar construction is swept only every thirty
years when a piece of brick wall has to be demolished for the purpose. On the last occasion
seven and a half tons of soot was removed!
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Local Inns

The nearest is the Crooked Billet, (Stoke Row). A billet is a small log from which inn signs
were traditionally made. Next is the Beetle and Wedge, (Moulsford) refers to a beetle- a
heavy wooden mallet and a wedge for splitting logs. We have in Reading Battle Inn, which
takes its name from the nearby Battle hospital, so called because of its medieval association
with Battle Abbey. Back to Buckleberry Common for the Bladebone. This inn was so named
following the discovery nearby of a large bone of a prehistoric monster.

On towards Oxford is the Friar Bacon at (Marston, Oxon.), named after Roger Bacon (1214-
1292). Born in Somerset he studied at Oxford and entered a Franciscan order. A brilliant
scientist, he invented the magnifying glass. Further on to Woodstock is The Star, a religious
sign in Medieval days, which referred to the Star of Bethlehem. At Woodstock, Oxon., the
sign shows three wise men from the East astride camels being guided by the star to Bethlehem.

To finish locally in Woodcote, Oxon., we have the Red Lion, Black Lion and White Lion,
which originally had heraldic connections. Maybe some of SOAG could relate others of
interest?

THE CLAVA CAIRNS: EASTER 1996

Howard Williams

Those of you who are readers of the journal "Current Archaeology" will be aware that for the
last three years Prof. Richard Bradley of Reading University has been undertaking a project to
study the Clava Cairns near Inverness. The Neolithic chambered tombs are among the most
impressive and well visited prehistoric monuments in Scotland. The three cairns at Balnuaran
of Clava are the best preserved of all the Clava cairns-and are situated beside the River Nairn
below Culloden Moor, site of the battle that saw the collapse of Bonnie Prince Charlie's claim
to the thrones of England and Scotland in 1746.

Accompanying Richard last Easter was a team of highly enthusiastic and whisky loving
archaeologists from Reading and Glasgow Universities (including my good self), who together
undertook an extensive field walking survey of the region surrounding the monuments in
search of the elusive traces of Mesolithic and Neolithic settlement. In a region where there is
a virtual absence of knowledge concerning Neolithic settlement patterns this survey work
hopes to places the important cairn group in its landscape context.

Work was not limited to the field walking, and an important aspect of the project was to
complete the most detailed plans and elevations of the Balnuaran cairns ever attempted. The
architecture of the Clava Cairn is an important area of Richard Bradley's research and we are
gaining many new insights into the methods, logic and symbolism behind the construction of
these funerary monuments, aided by our systematic survey of the cairns. For example, the
largest kerb stones and standing stones were always to the south-west of the monument;
facing the midwinter sunset. The south-west orientations of the passages in the passage
graves is another aspect of this symbolism. Similarly, there seems to have been selection in the
kinds of stone used for certain sections of each monument; some choosing red sandstone,
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others choosing granite. The complexities of the symbolism behind these structures are only
now being fully appreciated and researched.

But perhaps the most exciting aspect of the work last Easter was the discovery of a number of
new and previously unrecognised Clava cairns, many under the very noses of the thousands of
visitors to the monuments each year. Through excavation, geophysical survey and the
removal of dense vegetation, three more Clava cairns were identified in fields adjacent to the
Balnuaran cairns. Richard was intrigued by a hump underneath the dry stone wall marking the
boundary to the cairns. Setting me the task of excavating a small trial trench at the base of the
wall, I was able to demonstrate, despite the hindrance of unwelcome cattle and the threat of
the wall collapsing, that the small rise was in fact yet another cairn that may very well date to
the Neolithic. Other new Clava cairns were discovered by the intrepid field walking teams as
they trudged acres of ploughed fields in search of flint scatters - the elusive traces of the
settlements and dwellings of the peoples who built the chambered tombs. Richard Bradley's
work has significantly increased the number of known Clava cairns and also provided new and
important knowledge concerning the landscapes and land use of the Neolithic populations of
the region.

The experience of working for Richard Bradley at Clava was further enriched for us, by being
present at the Clava cairns during the celebrations of the 150th anniversary of the Battle of
Culloden; the last battle on British soil. The night before the anniversary, the Neolithic
monuments became a camp site for a large number of Jacobites resplendent with their white
cockades, wild beards, kilts, broadswords, muskets and large hounds; not to mention their
Eurohike tents and Volvos. Getting passed these fearful figures to start work on planning the
cairns was made no easier by trying to disguise our English accents! That day our work took
on a surreal aspect. It was a strange experience indeed to look up from my planning work to
see Neolithic tombs, Jacobite warriors, a 19th century railway viaduct and RAF Tornadoes on
low-level exercises visible within a single glance. That day, thousands attended the laying of
wreaths ceremony at the graves of the clans at Culloden battlefield and we heard the musket
salute while we worked at Balnuaran. The poignancy and solemnity of our visit that evening
to the Culloden battlefield was not restricted to the Highland Scots who were present, though
Richard even then couldn't help but ponder the finer details of Neolithic architecture!

Sympathetic to my early medieval interests, Richard ensured that we visited many Pictish
symbols stones, as well as Neolithic monuments on our days off. These trips included a visit
to Argyle and the phenomenal Neolithic and Bronze Age tombs of Kilmartin. This region is
also archaeologically renown for its-tremendous Bronze Age rock art sites and the rocky
pinnacle of Dunadd; the early medieval Dal Riadan royal centre. While visiting Scottish fish &
chip shops during these days out, I was first introduced to the phenomena of battered pizza
and battered macaroni pie which came as a shock to one who has led a sheltered life!

Altogether an excellent five weeks in which I became aware of the potential and importance of
Scotland's vast, under-funded and under-researched prehistoric heritage. Richard Bradley's
position as one of Britain's leading prehistorians is supported by well structured research
project such as his latest venture at Clava. Given his generous provision of cake, whisky and
choosing to research amongst fantastic scenery, I hope Richard's projects continue for many
years to come.




SANGRO VALLEY, ITALY

Paul Stevens

September, and I'm ready for another holiday!

The Sangro has formed a long and visually outstanding valley running up into the Abruzzo
Appenines on the East of Italy. The Oxford University Dept. of Continuing Education has a
four to five year project in conjunction with Leicester University investigating various Iron
Age Samnite settlements, and this was year two. Our group was based on and around Monte
Pollano near the picturesque mediaeval hilltop town of Bomba.

We were eleven students, four tutors, four chalets, and one minibus. Gary Lock - the organiser
- had allotted us three main areas of work - the main aim of the project was the charting of
two and a half square kilometres of cultivated fields running down the Eastern slopes of the
Monte. 'Field walking' is what it was called, and so that's what we did -from 0730 hours to
1300 hours each day..... Then again for three hours in the late afternoon!

Field walking is a well accepted method of discovering signs of ancient activity by charting
pottery and other sundry finds, and relating these to any geological features or ancient
structures such as wells, buildings etc. Seeing a line of four to five people strolling across a
field in the bright Italian sunshine shouting 'POT" or 'TILE' came as a shock to me, and even
more so to the bemused locals. One young boy decided to join in, and proudly presented us
with a large bag of fragments... After 15 minutes of careful explanation of situation context,
archaeological conventions, and various manic arm movements, I'm sure he was

none the wiser!

I also spent two days surveying the top of Monte Pollano itself which features an absolutely
amazing Samnite wall running along the eastern edge of the mountain for upward of 500
meters. The great thing about surveying is that it brings one very 'close' to the site, and all
sorts of associated features such as track ways,

terraces, quarries become visible - often following a heavy fall into one of the afore
mentioned!

The highlight for me was the pottery processing as it illuminated the significance of the field
walking finds, and so made subsequent walking more meaningful. We found small amounts of
bronze age, some early Iron age Impasto pieces, and lots of Samnite and later Roman coarse
and fine wares.

My best find was a Samnite pottery animal head - possibly a lion - called Jim. Try how I might,
I couldn't find his siblings Tracy and Bob! (Such decorations were often in three or fours
around large bowls.)
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We had three to four days off to explore local sites, restaurants, or the finer details of Edgar
Allen Poe's depressive habits. These days off were vital to the well being of the whole group,
and were well received - some of us even tried to buy an extra day, but Gary would have none
of it,

'We've got a job to do here people!’
[ only jest! The whole two weeks were an absolute joy. Great countryside, informed help,
friendly company, and the best Pizzas this side of Naples! I'd like to thank our incredibly

patient tutors Tyler Bell, Paul Struth, Alison MacDonald, and especially the ever suffering
Gary Lock. We couldn't have done it without you!

SOAG Goes House Hunting

Maria-Rosa Fulton

On 28 July 1996 we visited Long Crendon in Buckinghamshire, about two miles from Thame,
near the Oxford border, to see their varied and interesting buildings.

Long Crendon’s origins date from Roman times. In Saxon times it was called Creodun,
Creodun being the son of the first king of the West Saxons.

We met at the square, a typical medieval market-place, and with two guides we walked around
this attractive village which contains some one hundred and fourteen buildings of special
architectural or historic interest. Some of the needle-making works, which activity dates from
the end of the 16™ century, can still be seen: they were actually a row of interconnected
cottages.

Long Crendon Manor, whose east wing was built in 1920, in fact comprises examples from
several centuries. We also saw a good number of thatched cottages. The Church of St Mary
the Virgin is the oldest building in Long Crendon: it possesses some Norman elements and
beautiful old windows, plus a recent one by the well-known Long Crendon glass-engraving
artist, Kenneth Knowles. The Court House is believed to be 14" century and was the first
building taken by the National Trust. The foundations are of stone, the remainder of the
construction being of timber, brick, wattle and daub: it is a beautiful building. Annual
manorial courts continued to be held in the upper room until the eighteenth century, reached
by a very steep stairway and we were allowed up it to see the courtroom.

These are only some of the interesting buildings that we saw. The visit was very stimulating
indeed, and although it was a wet afternoon to start with, it was enjoyed enormously:
Afterwards we had the most delicious tea at the Village Hall.




BOOKS

Shire Publications-continues to expand its range of introductory books on various aspects of
British archaeology, and to update existing titles in its Shire Archaeology series. All the
books, which are written by experts in their particular fields, contain about 72 pages and
numerous illustrations, include suggestions for further reading and lists of museums and sites
to visit, and cost £3.95 each. You could order them through your local bookseller but,
alternatively, you can do SOAG a favour and order them through the Group. Shire have a
scheme whereby local archaeological societies can order books at one-third discount,
providing that they resell them to their members at full cost and thus make a profit for society
funds. If you would like to do this, please give your order to the SOAG librarian, Ann
Hitchman, who has a copy of the current catalogue, or to Janet Sharpe (tel. 01491 838182
evenings)

Of particular interest to SOAG members, perhaps, in view of the on-going excavations at
Gatehampton Farm, is the wide range of titles on Roman Britain. Currently available are
books on the gods of Roman Britain, Roman baths, coinage, crafts, forts, mosaics, wall
painting, roads and villas, and Samian ware.

For those of you who would like to know what may underlie the Gatehampton dig, Roman
villas by David Johnston is a useful starting point. The author has excavated a number of
villas and is thoroughly familiar with his subject. Beginning with a definition of the Romano-
British villa, he goes on to look at the different types of villa from the simple cottage to the
complex winged villa enclosing a formal garden, such as at North Leigh near Witney. Building
methods and materials are discussed, as is the associated estate or farm. Of particular interest
is the series of plans and reconstructions of villas - which one of these could be Gatehampton?

More specific topics are covered in Roman crafts and industries by Alan McWhirr and
Romano-British wall painting by Roger Ling. The former is written by a university lecturer
who has carried out large-scale and important excavations at the Roman town of Corinium
Dobunnorum (modern Cirencester), and who is therefore very familiar with Roman material
remains. The book is divided into chapters covering metalwork, stonework, brick, tile and
pottery manufacture, textiles and leather goods, glassmaking, and other crafts including
carpentry and mosaic-making. We often think of Romano-British artefacts in terms of pottery
and coins, and this book is a useful reminder of the range of other objects that may be found
during excavation. We may not be lucky enough to uncover gold or silver, but lead was used
extensively in plumbing and for weights and coffins, bronze was used for jewellery (such as the
small finger ring from Gatehampton), and iron was used for a whole range of tools and fittings
(including hoops to bind wooden barrels and water pipes). Stonework not only included grand
items such as columns and carved memorials but also mundane items like stone roof tiles,
several of which have already been found at Gatehampton. Kimmeridge shale was imported
from Dorset and carved into furniture fittings and jewellery: shale bracelets have been
recovered from both the earlier excavation of the corn drier at Gatehampton and more recently
from Trench I11 on the current site. Roman tile and pottery are specialised subjects in their
own right but some interesting tiles with animal and human footprints have been uncovered at
Gatehampton. Téxtiles and leather are rarely preserved but we may yet find some of the bone
tools used in pinning and weaving; bone hair pins have already turned up. We also have some
tiny fragments of window glass- but we are still waiting for the mosaic'
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Roger Ling has directed British excavations at Pompeii, which is famous for its wall paintings,
and his experience has enabled him to write authoritatively on the little-known subject of
Romano-British wall and ceiling painting. He describes the excavation and reconstruction of
painted plaster, which is rather like putting together a giant jigsaw puzzle with lots of missing
pieces, no straight-edges and no picture on the box lid. The iconography and decorative
schemes used and the techniques of plasterers and painters are described, and an attempt is
made to place the known British paintings into their social and artistic context. The often dark
and sombre scenes and 'wallpaper' patterns may not be to modern taste, but they add an extra
dimension to our understanding of Roman life. Because of its fragile nature, relatively little
painted plaster has survived, although there is evidence to suggest that even modest villas had
at least one painted room. A general rule of thumb suggests that the size and importance of a
villa are related to the number of different colours used in its wall paintings: with six colours
so far, the house at Gatehampton could have been quite substantial.

A recently-published (June 1996) book which helps to show the range of topics covered by the
Shire Archaeology series is Bronze Age copper mining in Britain and Ireland by William
O'Brien. The author's experience is based mainly on early copper mining in Ireland, which was
centred in the extreme southwest corner of the island. In Britain, Bronze Age copper mines
are almost all confined to central and north Wales, and to Alderley Edge in Cheshire. Many
early mines have been damaged by later workings but radiocarbon dates from charcoal found
in situ have shown that most prehistoric British and Irish copper mines fall within the Early
and Middle Bronze Age (c. 1800-1300 BC), with evidence for work continuing at the Great
Orme mine near Llandudno in North Wales until the Late Bronze Age, ending around 1000
BC. The earliest evidence comes from Ross Island County Kerry, where Late Neolithic
copper mining took place between c¢. 2400-2000 BC. The technology of copper mining and
ore concentration and smelting is discussed in relation to the tools and artefacts found during
excavation. Major sites are described in some detail: Ross Island, Mount Gabriel in Cork,
Alderley Edge and the Welsh mines, including the Great Orme mine which merits a chapter to
itself. This is the largest of all known Bronze Age copper mines in Britain, with underground
passages totalling some 5 km in length and workings extending to a depth of 70 metres. Total
rock extraction at this site has been estimated in excess of 40,000 cubic metres. Great Orme is
now open to the public and has become major tourist attraction. It is well worth a visit - but
read this book first!

Updates of earlier publications are produced at intervals. Deserted Villages by Trevor Rowley
and John Wood replaces the first edition published in 1982 and retains the layout of its
predecessor by first looking at the prevalence of DMVs and reasons for their abandonment.
Major surviving features are described, with some excellent plans and aerial photographs, and
the book concludes with suggestions for fieldwork. This new (1995) edition has been
thoroughly revised and now reflects the 'total landscape' approach by which deserted villages
are studied in the context of their physical, economic and social environment.

STOP PRESS: We have just (September 1996) received a review copy of Celtic Coinage in
Britain by Philip de Jersey, who works on the Celtic Coin Index at the Institute of
Archaeology in Oxford. This book discusses the introduction of coinage to Britain and
manufacturing techniques and goes on to look at examples of coins from different
geographical areas: the powerful Iron Age kingdoms south and north of the Thames and the
tribes of the western and northern peripheral zones. The exuberant art style of these coins is a
study in its own right and some of the curvy but disjointed prancing horses show an uncanny




resemblance to the famous hill figure at Uffington. Both typical and unusual examples are
illustrated and described in the context of Late Iron Age political, economic and social life. As
we have come to expect from Shire Books, this little book is an excellent introduction to its
subject. However, and unfortunately, the price of this latest addition to the Shire Archaeology
series has been increased by 25% to £4.99. With only 56 pages, the value for money of this
book compares unfavourably with other archaeological paperbacks which can offer four times
the number of pages for only twice the price. Those of you who are interested in Shire
archaeology books would be well advised to order now, while other books in the series are
still on offer for £3.95.

PLOUGHWASH
Congratulations!

John Gibbs (our Treasurer), Paula Levick and Catherine Needham are following a 2-year
course leading the Undergraduate Certificate in British Archaeology at the Oxford University
Dept. of Further Education. All three took their exams last winter and have passed the first
module of their course. It is particularly pleasing to have more qualified (and very active)
archaeologists in SOAG, especially with all the work to be done at Gatehampton. All three
are taking another module this coming year, and we wish them further success.

We will need every bit of help available, trained or untrained, to speed up work on our dig this
year, so please, if you can, make a regular commitment to come and join us.

SOAG is Everywhere

Look in the leaflet of Oxford University Summer School for Adults 1997 for a photo of
Catherine and Cyn at work (?) at Segsbury. What can they be looking at?

The SOAG Information Leaflet

This has been most useful, saving much explanation to prospective new members - either in
the field (people often come to the dig) or new friends we meet at conferences. A new issue
with this years’ programme in it will appear after the meeting, so do ask for copies if you are
able to distribute them at meetings, libraries etc. A number of new SOAGs have joined after
reading it, and we would like to thank our Public Relations Officer, Trevor Coombs for
producing it.
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SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL GROUP

Income and Expenditure Account Year Ended 29th February 1996

PAYMENTS INCOME

Party Drinks 33.50 Subscriptions
Printing 543.38 - Donations
Speakers' Fees 50.00 Party Tickets
Speakers' Expenses 43.80 Party Raffle Proceeds
Subscriptions 6.00 Profit on sale of T-shirts
Postage 100.14 Shire Books
Telephone 30.00 Deposit Account Interest
Sundries 69.00
Hall Hire 55.00 Deficit for Year

930.82

Balance Sheet as at 29th February 1996

Bank Deposit Account 1,054.00 Accumulated Fund B/Fwd
Bank Current Account 75.13 Less Deficit for Year

Reserve for Computer
Creditors
Fees in Advance

1,129.13
Notes:
1. There are the costs associated to two bulletins included in Printing,
2. Postage and Telephone are mainly Mrs C Graham-Kerr's expenses, and include expenses
not claimed in the previous Year.
3. The profit on the New Year Party was £29.50

These Accounts were compiled by the Treasurer, John Gibbs, and audited by E Hooper from the
documents supplied by the Hon Treasurer. In my opinion they provide a true and fair view of the
Group's finances.

Signed: E Hooper A A‘%—‘

20th March 1996
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SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL GROUP

President:

Chairman:

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Librarian:

Annual Subscriptions:

Publications:

Meetings:

Affiliated to:

GENERAL INFORMATION

Vice Presidents:
Dr Malcolm Airs
Prof Peter Fowler

Mrs Cynthia Graham Kerr
The Thatched Cottage,Whitchurch hill, Oxon RG8 7TNY
Pangbourne (01734) 842901

Mr Dan Miles
Mili Cottage, Mapledurham, Reading
Reading (01734) 724074

Mrs Margaret Westwood
The Malt House, Church Lane, Streatley, Berkshire RG8 9TH
Goring (01491) 873001

Mr John Gibbs
Foxhill, Thorpe Street, Aston Upthorpe, Didcot OX11 7TEG

Mrs Ann Hickman
5 Bec Tithe, Whitchurch Hill, Oxon RG& 7NP
Pangbourne (01734) 844273

Individual £5.00
Joint (2 persons) £8.00
Junior (under 18) £1.00
Institutional £10.00

Members receive the SOAG Bulletin annually and the SOAG Messenger
every month

held monthly, September to may, on Wednesday evenings at
The Free Church Hall, Goring, at 7.30pm for 8.00pm (see membership

card for details). Excursions are arranged in the summer

CBA South Midlands
Council for Independent Archaeology
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