SOUTH (XFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL GROUP @

BULLETIUW

At the General Meeting on Sopicuber llth, 1969 it was suggested,
and carried, that a Bulletin| be cireulated after the Gunornl Moutings, to
keep absent members in touch , : ,

We are glad to welcome Dr. and Mrs, Falrley, Mcgsrs. Jeo Sheringham,
P, Skinner and S, Jones as new members,

Hoteg fron the Moeting on Sept, 1lth,

Only 7 rembers out of 28 were able to attend (some were 11l or
" engaged) but we must do bettor than thisl

| Plcage Note:
Next Meeting - Nov. 13th at The Thatched Cottage, Whitchurch
Hill, 7.30-9.30 Pele

ACTIVITIRS

: Since the July meeting we have had 4 days at Ficldwork, two to
the Roman Well, when we let down Twesdledum (the hurricane 1light) to 110ft.,
when he touched bottom and went out, showing the presence of gase Dr. Slade
thon gave an impromptu lecture on conducting a dig - most welcomel

On Aug. 23rd we dld a round of oddments, finding a new earthwork
- at Digbury, some sarsen stones along lanes, a curious site at Conduit Cottages,
and visited Pat ILeigh to soc| her lovely .0ld bottle of glass (eireca 340 A.D.?.

A shoigt visit was; paid to Nuffield to view the road John Shearcr
has discovered opposite the Church and we deg¢ided to mark this out properly
and contlnue. (See Future Dates)

One member went to Dr. Slade's dig at Maldenhead and learnt much,
and three to Burghfield, all| day, (one full-time all the week) which was hard
work but interesting although there 1s llttlo to f£ind beyond flint walls. '

We arc to have a Press write-up p&‘obably in the Reading Morcury
and/or BEvening Post, offered[ by journalist Mrs, Ritchings.

FpTURE DATES

Please ring Pangbourne 2901 or Checkendon 224
if you can come

Communications are a major p['roblem and funds smalll

o

ept th 2 pile = 5 p.b. approxe Dig at John's road by Rectory, Nuffield,

Septe 2%th 10 a.rt - about 5 peme Mini-bus journey to Blewbury Camp,
Wittenham Glu.mps , and back to Nuffield to dig the 'road!.

Octs Ath 10 a.m, at the' Roman Well (Mr. Baker permitt:!.n%)

5%, 25%h Fund-raising Coffec Evening - 2/6 :
NOV- g™ at the Bryce-Smith's Highland Wood Houss, Kidmore End. 8 pem,

Bring and Buy 'Sale. Friends welcome,

|
Would you 1ike to go on any of the follow:.ng Eb:peditlons?
Please inform us as above. '

Old Sarum and Salisbury Cathedral.
Avebury.
Woodstock Museum (our officlal miseum)
Any suggostions or contributionv to improve this Bulletin welcome. Please send

in before our next General Meeﬁ;l_._qg on Nove 13th.
o - C. A, GRAHAM KERR
' _ President




SOUTH (XFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL GROUP @ o

BULLETIUN

At.the General Meeting on Sorterber 1lth, 1969 it was suggested,
and carried, that a Bulletin be cireulated after the Gurornl Meutings, to ,
keep absent members in touech, °

We are glad to welcome Dr. and Mrs., Fairley, Mcsers. J. Shoeringham,
P, Skinner and S, Jonea a8 new members, :

. Hoteg from the Maeting on Sept, 1lth,

Only 7 members out of 28 were able to attend (some were 111 or
engaged) but we must do better than this}

Plcasco Notgc:
4 Next Meeting - Nov. 13th at The Thatched Cottage, Whitchurch
Hill, 7'30—'9.30 }’).m.

ACTIVITIES

: Sinco the July mecting we have had 4 days at Ficldwork, two to
the Roman Well, whon we let down Twecdledum (the hurricane light) to ‘110ft.,
when he touched bottom and went out, showing the presence of gase Dr. Slade
then gave an impromptu lecture on conducting a dig —~ most welcomel

On Aug. 23rd we did a round of oddments, finding a new earthwork
at Digbury, some sarsen stones along lancs, a curious site at Conduit Cottages,
and visited Pat Leigh to sce her lovely old bottle of glass (circa 340 A.D.). '

4 short visit was paid to Nuffield to view the road John Shearcr
has discovered opposite the Church and we degided to mark this out properly
and continue, (See Future Dates) ‘ -

One member went to Dr. Slade!s dig at Maidenhead and learnt much,
and three to Burghfield, all day, (ono full-time all the week) which was hard
work but interesting although there is little to find beyond flint walls.

We arc to have a Press write-up p%obably in the Reading Mercury
and/or Evening Post, offered by journalist Mrs. Ritchings.

FUTURE DATES

lease ring Pangbourne 2901 or Checkendon 224
if you can come

Communications are a major problem and funds small}

Septe. 25th 2 Doy ~ 5 p.Me approx. Dig at John's road by Rectory, Nuffield.

Sopte 23%th 10 a.v, — about 5 p.me Mini-bus journey to Blewbury Camp, *
Wittenham Clumps, and back to Nuffield to dig the 'road'. '

QOcte 4th 10 a.m, at the Roman Well (Mr. Balker permitting)
*

5%, 255h Fund-raiging Coffee Evening — 2/6 :
AADV'Q?n\ at the Bryce-Smith's Highland Wood House, Kidmore End. 8 p.m.
Bring and Buy Sale., Friends welcome,

Would you like to go on any of the followiﬁg Expeditions?
Please inform us as above.

01d Sarum and Salisbury Cathedral.

Avebury .

Woodstock Museum (our official museum) ,
Any suggostions or contributions to improve this Bulletin welcome, Please send

in before our next General Meeting on Nove 13th,

C. A, GRAHAM KERR
Prosident



$.0.A.G. BULLETIN for May \9%o

After our long winter hibernation we have come to life with
vengeance and Peter's skeletons!

There was a good meeting in April, and seven members went to
Grimm's Ditch (near the Carmel Colkage) where Peter was able to

- rediscover the skeletons he found in 1947. Well done, Peter,

and a Record Card has been sent to the Museum (Oxford).

This sensation was-followed by a dig at the Well where a whole lot
of bones, possibly a dog, were found, and some more pottery.
Including children and visitors we had nearly 20 people that day!
We were particularly pleased to welcome Mrs Marjory Henderson and

- Mr. David Titterton, of Lower Heyford.. This is N. of Oxford and

it is very gratifying to have sueh keen members, who will come
such a long way.

Purther excitement awaited us on May-Day when we visited Hardwiok

House grounds to see the Maypole site, Dick the Fiddler's ground,

a delightful tiny cottage called Straw Hill, an old statue, ice-

house, and the Bear Pit. We think it probably is not a bear: pit

and hope to dig and see. (This is an Evening Expedition as it

is not far to go ~ for some of us!). ©Qur thanks to Derek for Cider
) ,

- and Crisps after it.

Our May meeting - our lst Anniversary! - was held at Mrs. Graham
Kerr's as usual, and quite well attended, with more new members.

We have had a wonderful influx of neiw members this year - at least
ten and several more to come. - We are both delighted and encouraged
to find s0 much interest.

Areas
Who 1s your Area Warden? Contact them for all dates and information
and to say if you will attend a date.

Whitchurch Hill Cynthia Graham Kerr Pang 2901
Pangbourne Simon Jones Pang.3170

Oxford Marjory Henderson - Steeple Adon 694
Stoke Row + (Madeleine Ford Woodeote 333 -

environs (Gunny Sheridan : Checkendon 224
And here are the fixtures
May 20 Hardwick House. 7.00 pem, at Bear Pit. Contaet
' Cynthia
May 31 Peter's Skeletons. 3.00 pem. Contact Gunny.
June 5 General Meeting at the Thatched Cottage A

We would like to have ocontributions, serious.or.otherwise from you
all., Please being your latest limerick or song to the next
meeting, also your learned Paper. Suggestions welcome. We are

- mow having General Meetings every month to arrange the programme,

g0 do support these, bribes of a Coffee and Chat are offered.

'.Promlsang to be careful of all crops, ete. we have been given a
free hand to explore . Bozedown Camp, Iron Age A. of which very:

little is known., Ohallenge!

We are beginning to make our mark but it depends on you all,and
we would like to know what the ones who prefer not to dig would
like to do - offers of help in the running of the Group, or
arranging social occasions are your opportunity.

Anyhow, it's all great fun.

| C. Graham Kerr




S. Oxfordshire Archaeolégical Group

Bulletin No 4 June 1970

Eleven people were present on May 22nd, and 19 more would have liked to be so we are about 30
strong!

The name was amended as above.

A sub of 2/6 per person was suggested and agreed, to cover postage etc. and many have already
paid. A register of members and subs will be kept.

A logbook (donated by Mr Bryce Smith) will be kept of our activities and findings.

Activities

To start us off we have accepted the invite of the Director Miss Cook, to visit the Ox City and Co.
Mus, Fletchers Hse Woodstock on either Sat or Sun the 7th or 8th. Please phone Mrs GK at once
(Pang 2906) as places are limited, if you would like to come.

We hope to do Field Records of (mostly) prehistoric sites, making diagrams, plans, photos etc for
which cards and some equipment will be supplied by the museum. This is useful and necessary work

and we have the museums blessing if we undertake it.

A winter occupation suggested itself in helping the vicar if Kid End writing a book of local history he
has lying about unfinished.

A short report of the meeting has gone to the E Post — watch “People and Places”.
We can do with any large scale maps of S. Ox. to look for sites etc.

Remember the June 7 or 8 afternoons probably.

Next meeting, July 10, 7.45 at HC (?)

W.H.




SHARCOTLUTICAL GROUPL

WILEITYE  JULY. \ﬂfj%ﬁﬁJ‘ "

4 lively meeting of the Group was held at Cvnthla'o OL_UUl JOﬁF
-faﬁé & vi;itOr vresent. “Three new members - G uould, Dorothe¢ C orx eﬂr
mhason were Wermly welcomed., : RN :
B " Please, cverybo&y, save news cuttings frcm the JOCal Ireuc iov th Loghook :
of our activities. Thes'e .revorts are constantly- DC’hng@ us new nembbr

© The (Group has .nov a healthy rwembership of - 45 -7 and nox n10e 1+1
l; turnca up at vrce, expecially to our fllm shovs we Hopo tearr ©
Y We have great news aboutb the lell, re¢101ty hopc° to oo‘c*n tuo hoipiol

A;tralncd Bot-holers, so we mey at lest discover some onderlul nOPun tr QKCu idedds ..
~depths - of & VlCtO”ldn beervottle. = e e

NG for tho Bullp+1n°,f
atlon pWea e 1et~Cynthla have tx

5.0.5. Can -anyone ‘provide DUPLICA
S I any of you have titbits of infor
,jth@ BuL*etln._ Here are a fews-
+% | ‘Phere is a .peculiar moat. -
sée Future &CilVltlep} : : : ' S

‘ The - Sounding House. Three exolcpatlons vore ULfC“Cd qy,ﬁarcy —‘a/ A chaﬁélf
‘¥hen no chapel was allowed within three miles of a town, o) a VO‘CS—te°tlng iz
;c) a sentry box in the Civil %War where the sentyy- could. hearsthe 1 hoofbeats. of.
,arbroachln" horses, 'This scems a diztinct possibility and very 1ﬁtormst1ng.gvk
L In future everyone will be circulated, vith just the date and pla of"m
“Ueneral meetihgs as the Agenda is always the ame.- Iz‘you ha ave’ not h@d an A
and 1oulu like one please ask for it. ' : Coo
i Please note thes Activisy Dates as no further noche 1111 be': ';Ven to saVQ'“;’
\phonihg and pedal-cuching, and if pO““lDle, let Cynthla (rang 20011 LnOH 11 you are. .
coming- - but acn't be afraid to Just turn up. o
o0 . July 19th.  The Well = 3 p.m.

July 22nd. " The loat - T.pen. at The Thatqhed Cottage,

July 26th. The Well - 3 p.m.:-of laters LR

Avgust 2nd. Grimm's ditch - 10 a.n. Pake lunch.

August 16th. ‘The Yell = 3 p.m. fope to have. pot-holers. )

August 21st. General leeting 7 45. p.m. at_The Tﬁatched‘coftaéé{Jm”

Let's all get dug in. . Cynwhla Gr am Kerr.,. ) L
N ' Prepldent. LR L=




SOU”II OKFORDQHIPE ARCHAEOLOGICAL OCIL‘I’Y. _ LULLBTIN., ‘ AUGUbT 1970. .

Our genoral Meetlngsafe ﬁlowly'”ncrearlng in. ulze'and, 1n plte of Mbmbera  5' V
"on hollday end B parties’ rbc., e had en- attcndance of 17 at Tho Thatbhed
Cothge on. Augusj Zlgt. : :

Ll
v

o lc WOlconed the Cox. fnmlly oi lhltChurch hlll xnd Paul, @gcd lO yewru,vlef;
nou our Joun 05t Mcnber._ A iy . g

‘Teddy U gcsted the Group @hould ﬂaVO a PIOJeCt to carry un ovcr the ycaro,f‘ffﬁ*3

-guch as the Ickhield tmy." This is open tc discuss sion and.. otbcr sugges tmon 180 Ulll‘ﬁ‘ ’7

J@u ALL ploa e. gch ‘it thoubht and bring your ideas “to- the next mectlnba;_

Albert, the ukeleton, now has a brother. Bertram, who waw nartlallJ dug ﬁd'fA
‘th0u<htfully flllod’ln agaln for more: of us %o 1nsyoct. Lo S

We navc had_severai offers of ullaeu‘so p&fbapm UhCP dlb ing. i;;inpo 1b1e, L e

f;liCin will take its places  (Not in the gud either). Further offez meloomo for. B
.thc ,Lntex SeaBon. . L : . : ;

&

B THER EVENING PO T is hot on our heels. ' No sooner had I returned 1vor1°cbtluhd;f

(vhére I saw some mogt interesting archacological things) than they raihf e up. and
'vant‘1ntorv1e1u, photou'and gen on the Moatsy and h01hap S, Albert's. nhoto° So.oon. .
‘Friddy tho 4th., Iam Restily mustering a few and ve will ‘see what they. WlLl do.'jlﬁnb

anm sorry- the ﬁulletln %ill not reach you in tlmc but blame- ucotlund. I only femurned o

en tho dfa.':Le are also mentionpd‘Ln the News Letter of* thc foord Cle and: Coaptj

Muuouﬂ. g ‘ Vo _ \
ﬂere’aro ‘tho DATES :FOR FUTURE BVENTS o o

- PLEASE NOTE THEM. as  the Pr081aent canndt rmng Up nezrly )O pcople bo remlnd :_j

1{hem Nnon Ve are nectlmf and this iz jour NOTICE I IRITING

Septs 27th. The Moato JMeet at Lllley Fjrm,i 2 130 p.m.‘" .
OCtObCL Ath. The Roman 1 all 2°30 pems Meet at: Lllicy Faxm, . ,
Octobe 9th. Goncral Megtlnﬁ T 45 p.m. at Thf"Thatohed Cottmge..v,f

» li evaryone oould nanage at 1oast fo}in moctlnv (1£ not moro) e hull hmve

bept. lJth.“ Gr:mm'm Dltch.- Meet at. cwrmel Colle c, ‘near Grlmm Dltch, 3 p.mo.:

lwoud tur;—outu. “Thank you fox “the encourg abement you give me by contlnulnh to ‘grow }757

ilﬂ numborc and turnln “out in the most 1nuonvonlomt Vc@tber' I8 xondorFul th no
;ARB grovln Long may it contlnue and. live up to ‘the tmumpct ‘blasts in the Local )
Papers. By the vay, pleave cu@ out @il blasts you nayy &ece and’ m&Vﬁ uhom for bhe '

fLow book - 2180 brlng onJ 1ntev utln( Ilndo to the neetln

3 CgAaGraham—Kerr;

waat e F
i1
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OCTOBER 1970

The Bulletin has now been running for a year, and we are
“'ncelebrating with the Soclety'e heading.

= Two expert Archeeologists have now‘joined‘us.v "Bill Fbwler,ﬂ;
" who is the father of Peter Fowler the well-khoﬁniArcheeologist. and f
:d.Ian Nason. The Society w1ll gain immeasurably from their |
T{f?experience and guidance.

. The moated site at Lilleys Farm is now our main dig for the
E'autumn, and is under the direction' of Bill ﬂi%S#A' The box shows a
. substantial foundation of cemented flints and bricks, and in the

~ trench opposite two mediaeval sherds were found.v Digging will

.'continue and as many hands as possible are required. ijIease contact
Cynthia Graham-Kerr for details of timesvetc,j ' -

The Grimms Ditch dig- is in temporary abeyance, ‘but’ will remain
T a general projecte A second skull was found on September 13th.
N'_Blll Mason has drawn the Soeiety'e attention to a 1938 Oxoniensis
reference to the skeletonso_. |

5 i
'

At our meeting on October 9th Bill Masea outlined and
recommended a general pollcy for the Society, involving a systematlc.
and dlsc1plined apprpaeh to projects. - Further discussion indicated’
that a useful and in’ fact necessary act1v1ty could be. provided by
non-dlggers in a programme of literature research and correlatingi”
'records‘. It is therefore proposed to form U"b " 1rpo
andWCynthia Graham-Kerr:would be glad to hear from membere who would
be willing to form this group'”




TR

John Shearer displayed a beautiful flint axe-head, which Reading
Museum has much admired, and two Australian serrafed flints. '

Our sympathy goes to Peter Skinner, who has hurt his hand in a
machine, and we hope that’he will soon recover and be able to dig with -

.us again. .

The next General Meeting is NOVEMBER, FRIDAY l}th, PLEASE ATTEND
" if you can possibly do 80, as there is much to discuss.

Please complete the attached Questionnaire, and returnm it with
THREE STAMPED ADDRESSED ENVELOPES if possible, as this will greatly
 assist the Society's finances and also your Secretary’s task.

:o_ ) ” S} . o]
; |
SRR  CYNTHIA GRAHAM-KERR
| . 4 . THE THATCHED COTTAGE -
! . & ‘" WHITCHURCH HILL
&mj’g , . .- .. NEAR READING. B
A0S P - L
' e .©°  Tel: PANGBOURNE 2901
SRR
IO :
i
.. | |



QUESTIONNAIRE

~The South Okfordshire ArchaeologicaL Society is now getting on its
feet. Our membershiptincludeé experienced field workers, a good many
diggers and a crowd of interested spectators. Now we would like to get
everyoﬁe co-ordinated. So would you please answer the following and return
to the address below with THREE STAMPED ADDRESSED ENVELOPES.

:In'which activity are you pfepared to take part?

-

a) Digging (in general).
b) Coming to digs to make notes, sort out etc., but NOT dlg.
.¢) Visiting Museums etc., to look things up.

d) Visiting local Libraries, Museums etc., for research.

e)  Sorting and washing pottery, bones etc., and labelling.
f) Drawing the plans and graphs - mapwork. )

g) Photography - sites, finds etc., and so on.

-h) Are you interested in any particular age or aspect?

‘i)  What else would you like to do? Ideas please.

ﬁlease answer the last two in’ the space below, and tick the others as

‘ approprlate, and add your name.‘ g

ke

.. CYNTHIA GRAHAM-KERR,
-.. " The Thatched Cottage,
© . Whitchurch Hill,
. Near READING.
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entrance. . ... f\v:~"

NOVEMBER 1970 No.9

A general meeting was held on the 13th November, with a record
attendance of 20 in spite of a very wet night. Five new ﬁembers~’
have 301ned us. ‘

The Oxford County Librari asked for details of S.0.A.G. for
their records, and the Oxford Rural'Cohmunity Council have included

S.0.A.G. in their Local History Handbook.

Mr. Mo Fallowfield was appointed Warden for ‘the Gaversham area,
and information about S.0.A.Ge activities may be obtained from him,
(Telephone. READING 4716#3).

LILLEY FARM

The Director of the Moated Site project at Lilley Farm,
Mapledurham, Mr. W. Fbwler, provided an up-to-date interim report,

including plans of work done. 5 boxes are now under investigation,

- 2 covering the two corners of the very substantial chalk block and

flint foundation. Two sorts of pottery were found in one box, together
with many tile fragments and one whole tile, together with a Roman coin.

It is not clear at the present time whether thie coin has any archaeological
significance. ’ ' ' '

GRIMMS DITCH

~ The Goring—Wallingford road is due for: widening, ‘and thie may in
due course. provide us w1th a section of Grimms Ditch at Carmel College

Lt




EDUCATIONAL

A series of EVENING CLASSES is proposed, to be held at Langtree

' School, Woodcote after January 12th 1971. The tutor is David Sturdey,
of Oxford University. It is necessary however to guarantee at'legst

12 students from WEA classes. Please inform the Secretary as -

soon as p0551b1e if you wish to attend. » :
A field ARCHAEOLOGICAL COURSE is planned for the weekend |

December 12/13th at Rawley House, Oxford. " Please telephone the

Secretary as soon as possible if you w1sh to attend.

The NEXT MEETING is on January 8th 1971, 7.45 p.ms at the
Thatched Cottage. Please note thls date and attend if you posslbly

" cane

 C.A. GRAHAM-KERR. '
' The Thatched Cottage
Whitchurch Hill, -
_ Pangbourne, t
- Near Reading;_.:ii‘



JANUARY 1971

A meetlng was held at the Thatched Cottage on January 7th 1971, at which
thirteen members attended. - The Chalrman congratulated the group on their .
continued activity throughout the year. f The Soc1ety welcomes Mr. John Mlnchln

and Mrs. Carol Perdue as new members. S

‘EVENING CLASSES | S e

These wxll be held at The Thatched Gottage, Whltchurch Hild, Pancbourne,,
~on Fridays. Your attendance is earnestly sought at the next one on Frlday ’
Januaryﬂéand from 7.45 to 9.30 pem.’ Mr. D.’ Sturdery is the tutor.

1

REPORTS

_ The Chairman gave a report on the course she attended ‘on "Fleldwork in
Archaeology' at Oxford. Mr. W. Fowler has sent a report to the C. B.A. on
_ progress at Lilley Farm, and on Grimm' 8 Dltch. ’ ‘ o

A note on BEE-BOLES from the C.B.As was circulated with“a'requestgfor

- any 1nformatlonqon these which members may have.<‘
n”P’ < . . r'i? .

_ ‘An EXTRAORDINARY MEETING w1ll be held at Mulberry Cottage, Manor Road
'ﬁ Gorlng on Sunday. 7th February at 3 p.m., followed by a general meet1ng.~ Please

bring slldes, frlends, cakes and the llke.s.j; ;.*

. C. Graham-Kerr,
-~ The Thatched Cottage,
" Whitchurch Hill, . ' -
" Pangbourne, '
Berkshires -




e 5 llvely discussion ensued. An odd looking wooden hook, and a plece of leather

-5

~‘Assistant Field Offlcer. Oxford hopes to attend.‘

FEBRUARY 1971 C - o ' o No.ll

A most successful Social afternoon, w1th about 40 present, was held.at _;;. B
Mulberry Cottage, Goring, through the kindness of Mr. and Mrs. E.L. French. “Very-i' v
one brought cakes and our hosts provided tea, and a scrumptlous meal resulted.;

This was. followed by some 1nterest1ng slides from 4 of our members, and a

from Cromwell's boot, were passed round for examlnatlon. :

: Four new members, and a posslble flfth, were welcomed - Alan Wllson,'

,Anne and Clive Hart and Meg Whlte.

EVENING CLASSES

These will resume on March 5th, at the Thatched Cottage, with David Sturdy
as tutor. New members to the classes are welcome. Please appear at 7 30 Pele.

GORING LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

We have been invited to glve a talk on our work and activities to the above ,
Society on April 3Cth, at Gorlng Prlmary School. This is very gratifying and will
enlarge our clrcle even more. . C o

We hope to start digging again in March as it is too muddy at present. ; 3

Five members attended the C.B.A. Conference at Rewley House, Oxford and our
work at the Moat was mentioned. We are also in the Oxford City and County Museum

. Newsletter again. ..

About 3 members will be attending a weekend course at Portsmouth, and we hope e

e to arrange some field walking over prospective new sites, weather permxttmng.

Our best wishes for recovery to Sylvia Jones and Peter Sklnner, and our \ ﬁ-r75

':congratulatlons to the Rosses on the blrth of their daughter.'

Next Meetlng on March 12th, at the Thatched Cottage, when Mr. M. Aston,

W

7. Ce Graham-Kerr,
. Thatched Cottagé;

. Whitchurch. Hlll,

" Pangbourne,’
B Berkshlre,,."




March 1971. Bulletin No.l2.

Special Notice.

After this month the Bulletin will be issued every TWO months, so
- keep your Bulletin by for dates and reference.
: The next issue will be in May.

There were 17 present at the General Meeting on March 12th., and a.
welcome was extended to our new members - Monique Dalton and Chris Perdue.
As the Social meeting at the French's was so successful it was decided to
have the Annual General Meeting on Sunday, May 9th., at Carol Perdue's.
She will kindly provide tea if we each bring a mug and some cakes. (See
Notice). We hope to have Mike Aston from Oxford City Museum with us to
give a talk on Field Work - if he can get away.

Evening Class. Please keep up the very good attendance on Fridays.

Fee of £1 - 50p now due. Mext class- May P+u.

Recent Work. A hew site has been found in a field at Little Milton .
- and a mixture of Roman and lMedieval pottery collected. Further visits to
be arranged and a Report Card sent to the Museum.

Don Benson of Oxford Museum is sending 1nstruct10ns on sltes he
would like us to check, and we hope to follow this up.

Please keep your eyes open for anything of 1nterest, especlally
at Road Excavatlons etc.

Next General Meeting April 16th., at The Thatched Cottage.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND SOCIAL;
on Sunday, May 9th.
3 Pele.
By kind permission of Mrs. C. Perdue at
Tall Beeches, Hardwick Road, Whitchurch.
Please bring mugs, cakes, slides and new members.

Agenda.

Apologies, minutes of last meeting, matters arisiiig,
correspondence, finance, reports, future activities.
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Offlcers and_ commlttee 1971-2.
Pre31dent and Chalrman.Mrs C. Graham—Kerr,The Thatcned Cottage,Whitchurch Hill, por
Har (Pangbourne 2901)'ﬁ:-}
Hon Secretarv Nrs C Perdue,Wall beecnes,%nlécﬁurch (Pangbourne 2009) ‘
Hon.Treasurer°W .,.L.Prench bulberry Cottage,lianor &d., orlng.,(Forlng 2277“ S :
Dlrector and’ Bulletln d1tor°lr.v.J.Eowler 25. ngh St.,ﬂatllnpton.(”atllngton 734} «««« ‘
’Fleld Dlrectors Mr., o Hart 132, eeves Way,Woklngham.(Readlng 84627 : weekdays) R
N ' MlSS G.Sherldan ﬁhlte Gables,Stoke uow.\Checkendon,224) ﬁ%;iﬁ“: R
"Commlttee Mrs Nl Fallowfleld Mrs . Gould Hlss 0. Buckley,ur.J Jones Mr .S, Jones.

Annual Ceneral Ieetlng.,_‘ R -;..d. « eep R RIS
This was held at Tall beeches ‘hltchurch by kind 1nv1tatlon of Er.and trs. Perdue on.: .
Sunday,9 Yay 1971,and was. followed by tea and a.meeting of :the committee,.- Y

Mr, M. Aston,Asst, field Offlcer Citv and County aneum,qoodstock snoke of - -the present
crisis in the destructlon of archae01001ca1 ev1dence ‘and -stressed the urgent imvortance
of identifying and recordlng ex1st1ng s1tee,ﬁotorway archaeology had. shown that many

more sites existéd than had been susnected hlt‘erto,knd tlls was espe01al1v anollcable .
to South Oxfordshire,vhich is largely. blank on tne arcneeoloéioal L L L :

‘The-election of offiders snd commltteo followed Owlng to tue exoan31on of membershlp
and activities it was felt that the Group should “be put on a more,formal ba31s and that
we could no longer leave most of the orpanlsatlon 40" our rounderw re31dent It was also .
agreed that the subscrlptlon should be raised to a more realistic flﬂure to leave &ome
surplus for the pnrchase of essential equipment after meeting increased postal and otﬁer

. routine payments.The new rate will be bO p for adults and 26 p.for menbers under 20,
 pavable from the'dete of ‘the A. G,

The President announced-an- increase in memberehlp ourlng tne yedr from 25 to 60 more
meetlnos and’ bétter attendances and referred to’ rrork at’ Crlm 8 Dltch +he Well and Lllley
Tarm,vhile-a foray outside our usual terrltorv had resulted 1n the, recordlnn of a hitherto
unknown Roman Britisn ‘site at IittIle Milton. Classes had’ beén held under ur.b.uturdy,and
some members had ettended the C.B. A.\roup 9 Conference at OVford ‘he roun w1ll be
anplylng for membertho of 'this C.B.A. Group. ) .

-The . Commlttee ‘has: arranged the- folloW1ng act1v1t1es durln the next months,w1th ,
empha31s on fieldwork,in - the! llnht of The'51tuat10n etated bj Iir, Auton ,Who also as sured
us of fhe support of the Cltv ond Countv useum e ﬂlcld Jent 1n our ”ork

i,

t 0 N =

Calendar of act1v1t1es Mav to July 1971, L L
J‘Wed 12 MNay 'snd every Wed. théresfter t111 furtner notice. Mieldwork under the direction
of Clive ! ‘art.leet at The Thatched Cottage, hitchurch,at 7.30 for .7.45 p.m. N
Sundav 16 L&V. ‘Well. Meet at White Gebles,Stoke iow at 2. 30 p.m. (¢.Sheriden directing)
Sat.22 Mev.. Lilley ‘farm Licated Site SU 673768 rom 11 ‘a.m.onwerds (W.J. Iovler)
‘Sat.5 June.  Well as above - S
fridav 11 June Géneral - x'eetln&f,probablv Vlth talk and/or sllden.ﬁhe Thatched Cottage
at 7.45 p ‘ : - o
Sunday 13 June Lllley Jarm- as ‘above ' -
Sunday 20 June Iield work. ‘as above but mect at. 11 a. me w1th packed lunch.;
Sunday 27 June ¥ell as above : ~

Sunday 4 July . fieldwork as ebove for 2 O June =
Sunday: 11 Julv. ¥ell.  as above <L£( ‘LUyQA‘ 4’ <36n¢vvv-
§luls  Lpia. Cabes - N 250 - g -

: P"cmbexr who take part in the fieldwork ﬁould probablv arrenre to do somothlnm at othor
times.A coov of some brief notes on this work is enclosced for those vho were not at the
4.GJI. A fuller booklet compiled by the L.and C.ruq.ﬂld Drpt nrlce 5 o. Js avallablo
direct or through this Bulletin odltor. ' :

Reports on worl in hand. . ' N ‘ _ .,
Pleldwork A beginninz was made on 12 May,"ken boech “ood, nltcnvrch dlll vas v1°1ted
end houndary dltPHGS ﬁnd banke wvere folloved and mapved before failing. light ended the
exercise.At this time of year many ‘Fields are under crop and thus cemnot be walked but
our area containg much ﬁoodland about. t;é details, of which little is lmovm., SN i
EEQJ9 'orkjneer f is‘old well tredltlonaTiv deec*lned as O“?n,h«u consisted of tae
excr va+1on of “two cu#ilnﬁs round ' tno capoed Uellheed Pe]ow tue, leaf mould is a scatter
of "ﬂlmal bones rnd below'rneeo 1n ﬂravel and clav, 1d 13th #nd early 14th ccnt sherds
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_Reports on_work in hand ( ni u__)

Llllev Farm Moated Slte. SU. 6787u8 : SRR A
 Excavation here has uncovered the N.well and vart of the VI, 31de of ‘& substential 1l573~ =
 foundation of fllnt brick and chalk blocks, some 4.5 m. so.,set on an island 14.5 by

"2, 5 m, surrounded by a moat 4 m.,broad.Despite tue dlscovery of a Ionan 001n(below)

end a medlaeval sherd,the structure is proably of 13th century constructicén,and. the ,
vfew small finds would indicate thet this wes’ never 'a habltatlon site.VWork w1ll continue -

to determine the llmlts and eventually uncover the whole of ‘the foundation structure,"
and out31de to study the composition of what seems to be an artificial island. ”here :
" are many questions” to be asked:some answers may be forthcoming from documants as. Uell

as from the groundz. :

Coin found at Lilley Farm heport b7 courtesy of Mr.D.Steptoe, bttton Courtenay.
Antoninianus (AE) of the rign of the usurper Allectus ¢.295 A.D. ST
Obverse. IHP C ALLECTUS P F AUG - o
'Head radiate(crowned) end culrassed(shoulder strans to breastnlate)fac1ng L
‘ rlnht

Neverse, ABQUITAS AUG : .
Fisure of lfequitas facing left holding scales =nd cornucopla.
Mint Merk, C.T.in Fxergue end S.P.in field 1ndlcat1n9 tle mint at Camulodunum

(Colchester) >
v.CG.Askew,Coinege of I‘omen DBritain p.52 L01n is 1n0.512 in Askew 8 claselflcatlon.,‘ :

'Paghenesham - Yanna' Surrev Our member Ian Mason has drwen attentlon to the exeavatloa

of this 31te beginning in 1947. Although it ig firmly a mediseval moated: manor t1ere are .
some points Whlch could help us in understandlnv Lilley 1arm.Refcrcnce is made to 'the
‘usual practice'of using spoil from a moat to raise the helght of the 1s1and onc pier . | A
‘was built of flint mesonry on a chalk foundation - like our N.u .cozaer ,and the bulldlngs '
‘were of timber with tiled roofs - which would be one explanatlon of our abundance of
broken roofing tiles and llttle evidence of any wall matorlal (hef.hrch.ﬁcws Lettcr 19499)

Publicetions of interest. Nembors are invited %o let others know of any books cte - .
which they kave found useful.details to the editor please to make thls a»regular featurc ‘
of the bulletin) '
_'Discovering ' Books,Shire Publlcatlons sTring, = erts. Of perticular 1nterest
J. Dyer, Arct aeology of ! nﬁland and Wales 25 p.

" " Cotswolds and Upper Themes (3erks, vlos.,Oxon.) 30 Pe
Current Archaeology published 6 times a year for subscription of °1?%o

9 Fessington iload,London WW3 21X

The Jan.1971 no.contains the report on Don Benson's excavatlon ﬁﬁ the lonv barrou at -

“Ascott-under-ivchwood,Oxon. D.D.is the Iield Officer at the C. and C Museum snd is the..
initiator of the County Archaeologlcal fecord to nhlch we hope we sndll contrlbute a
eood deal from our -rea. -

T0 MEMBERS ‘ »
1 ”ould those who have past numbers of 'C rrent Archccoloey please return tbese to
the Fresident,zs thev are needed by the owner for reference. Ty
2.Contributions to future bulletins are ICGuOSted.LUbllCdtlon in full is not guarantecd'
'3,PLEASE KBEP THIS NO.BY YOUQIL ONLY Ol TiIf CALFNDAR OF ACTIVITIES JTHE RE WILL moT BE
ANOTHER NOLUNTIL MID.JULY..

W.J.F 1% Bay 1971,
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o Officers and Committee 1971-2.
o President & Chairmen:lirs,C.Grahem-Kerr,The Thatched Cottage,Whitchurch Hill(Pang.2901)
Hon.Sec, :Mrs,C.Perdue,Tall Beeches,Whitchurch. (Pang.2009) | ‘ R
Hon,Treas. :¥r.E.L.French,Mulberry Cottage,lanor Hd.,Goring, (Gorg.2277)
Director & Bulletin Editor;lir,W.J.Fowler,25 High St.,Watlington,Oxford,(Wat.734)
Field Directors:Mr.C.Hart,32 Reeves Way,Wokingham, (Readg.84627 weckdays)
Mrs.G.Sheridan,White Gables,Stoke Row.(Checkendon 224 )
Committee :Mrs.!M.Fellowfield,Mrs.VN.Could,liss O.Buckley,Mr.l.Jones,lr.S.Jones,

Subscriptions. These are now duejthe rates are as follows:
- Ordinary 50p, Family(two adults) 75p, Junior(under 20) 25p,

Veeting 11 June,

This was held at the Thatched Cottage and reports were given on current work(see below)
lMr,french showed slides of the excavations at Lilley i'arm and members also saw slides
of Avebury and the West Kennet Long Barrow,which will be visited in September(see below)

HFR IR RO R R U R S AR SRR e e Rt
The July meeting will be held at 5.45 for 6 p.m. on Sunday,18th July at White Gables,
Busgrove lLane,Stoke Row,by kind invitation of Mrs.G.Sheridasn.(Look for the Hope P.H.
on the corner of the lane!) Please bring a mug and some coakes will be welcome,
There will be work at the Well in the sfternoon,but taking part in this is not an
i essential preliminary to attendence at the meeting.
e T e S L b L E R e N S T e S A N S B A R R A e S e
Calendar of activities July to Sevtember.
| Sun,18 July.7ell.lleet at White Gables,Stoke low at 2,30v.m.(¢.Sheridan directing)
‘[ Ved.21 July.lieldwork - C.Hart and G.Sheriden.licet at the Thatched Cottage at 7.30 p.m.
\

; and every Wed.until further notice.
—>> Sun. 29vJuly. Lilley Farm Mosted Site SU678768.%rom 11 a.m.(V.J.Fowler)
| Sun.! fug, , Lilley Farm. 2.30 p.m. (C.Graham-Kerr) .
Suns.8 and 15 Aug. Well as above.
Suns.22 and 29 Aug. lilley Ferm as above,2,30 22nd,11 29th.
¥rid,10 Sept. Meeting at the Thatched Cottege 7.30 p.m.

Dottt

Saturday 18 Sept. Excursion to Avebury area.

Vember Lev.J.F.Shearer has offered the use of his minibus,and ears can be arranged in
addition,for this proposed excursion,visiting Avebury — circles and museun,West Kennet
Long Berrow,Silbury iill,Windmill 1ill,with vossibly a downs walk if time end- weather
nermit. Packed lunches should be brought.,

Cost will be 75p adults 50p, juniors to cover petrol end incidentals.Members onl

As places must be limited please apply early to lirs,G.Sheridan(Checkendon(9925 )224
Times: dep,%hite Gebles,Stoke low 9 a.m.orompt,"hitchurch Hill 9.30;returning .¢.7 p.m.

Nenorts_on work in hand,
Yieldwork.
C.lert reports:the overall area it is hoped to cover in seceral seasons work is S.0Oxon
North from the Thames to the Crowmersh-ienley on Thames roads,A4130 and A423,This contains
23 civil parishes.iork to date has resulted in noting and plotting old field bounderies,
hollow ways and a possible Iron iige dyke in Goring Heath,disused clay ond chalk pits in
Goring,a rectangular moated site in Woodcote,amons menv other features in these parishes
and in parts of Ipsden,?hitchurch and Stoke Row,lost fields are of course under Crops now
so that walks have been largely in woodlands and open spaces,
Immediate attention is concentrated on the trenching for an oil pipe line,vhich is
~ vroceeding at a fantastic pace from Yhitchurch to Woodcote./ith the full cooperation of
the contractors and others a close watch is being kept on the work,4ll help is needed-
ring C.Hart ieading 84627 weekdays(not in fug, Jor the President.
Stop Press.During the last few days(8 July)most of the sherds of a large globular
cooking pot,piobably 13/14 cent. ,have been recovered from a gully revealed in the side
of the trench near the smithy at Whitchurch Hill,
| Well, :
i G.Sheridan renorts:continued work around the well head showed a sealed ancient turf line
|
|

below the flint rubble layer.'his turf line vielded partially weathered mediaeval
Y Y
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Work in hand(continued)

sherds some of which fitted together to show the glotular form of the original pots.
These sherds are the only evidence to date of esrlier settlement in the zrea of the
well and are probsbly of the early 13th cent.

The owner of the land,to vhom we are grateful for sllowins us to excavate, hes found
in his perden a2 coarse grey ware jug neck yith part of e thick thumbed handle.
Sectlons have been draun of the first cuttlnns which are nov being filled in.

Lllley Yerm Noated Site.

1.J.Fowler reports:three tentative conclusions can be advanced at this stage,-i-the site
is nrobably not esrlier in its mein. construction than the | 8th cent.from the general
chrracter of the debris;-ii-it wes probablv not a habitation site, from the smell no.
of smell finds;-iii-it is much more complex then was- first thought.
It seemed that an apnrox.5 by 4 metre solid brick and flint foundation occupled the
W.F.sector of the rectengular islcnd.iecent work has modified this in two respects:
first the solid foundation does not extend over the whole of this sector.lt rather
consists of containing flint wall bases of different thicknesses and there are
indications of at least one interior wall.Sccondly there is the N.end of another
wall,or the continuation of the West waell,into the S.W.sector of the island,outside
the structure as hitherto envisaged. :
Isn Mason is pursuing the estate records,which could well contain references to work
which must have'been done here,end vhich could Hough sketch nlan.
tell us whet this structure was.It now appeers ~  geeee—n N
that & catalogue to the records exists,but is- 2 'r
not immediztely available.
Please meke & note of 25 July(see calender)

and come along for as long as vou cen. by
OA

_Egp_profton Beam Fngine,near :ingerford on the Kennet-Avon Canal SU262622

A, T, Crehen~Kerr vinited this and renorts that this restored besm engine,made by the
frmouk firm of Boulton and * Tatt in 1812,is one of the oldest vorldng anvwhere,It is
used to wump the water from = stream below into a pound by the mill in which the
enrine is housed.lrom the pound the water c n be let into the cesnal,by a leat which
now 1uns under the railwaey,to maintein the weter level.Steaming dates in the near
future are on hug 7,8;3cpt.12,12,.4dmission 15p,car park and teas available,

The Council for British ArchaeologyipuﬁJg_)l
This body,the members of which are most of the?anghaeoloplcal societies and institutions
of the country,exists to look after the interests of archaeology at all levels and to

provide a means of coordinating activities and- information,It is orgenised through the

_country in regional groups.3.0.4.G.has recently become a member of No.9 Group,which

covers Berks,Bucks,Oxon,Bedfordshire and Northamptonshire,and the Director has also-
become the Hon.Sec.of this Group.The Society will benefit by receiving the group
bulletins end other informetion,and thus knowing of work in n=ighbouring aresas, and
by some members being able to attend confercnces etc not only gain information out
be able to discuss common problems and interests.Copies of the Feb. (annual)ﬂo 9
tulletin are still available from your editor at 10p.This renorts on the chief work
done over the five counties in 1970.

. Some‘ggbllcatlons of interest. i.to buv

GJloskins, The mahlng of the Ahgllﬁh l=ndgccepe.Penguin. 75p. ' Invaluable for fiecld
wallcers' 1.1,
P.Celoria, Archacology.Hamlyn ,illustrated 40p. L clear introduction,
ii,to consult :
Deuel,Flights into Yesterday.lacdonald £5. A very thorough ponular account of aerial
photography.

J.H.B.Peel,Along the “omsn ioads of Britzin.Cessell 72.75.
Many thanks to the members who contributed these titles and recommendations,

- Prezident'Letter, This has been crowded out,with other pieces,and the Edator apologises.

Waybe we should consider a third page?One passage from the Président must be quoted.
"What we would like to see now is the presence of our 'sleeping members'at the monthly
meetings...."e value your membership ¢nd are trying hard to give you a share in the
activities,.please come to the next on 18 July.Someone will collect you 1f needed Ring
Pang.2901. C.L.G.K.

PIEASE KawP THIS BULIETIN BY YOU.CONTRIBUIIONS INVITED.NEXY ISSUE SEPT, W.J.F.9.8.71.
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BULLETIN NO.15, ' SEP'I‘EMBER'1971

President and Chairman :Mrs.C.Graham-Kerr,The Thatched Cottage,”hlfchurch H111 (@ang.2901)
Hon,Secretary :Mrs.C.Perdue,Tall Beeches,dardvwick td., hitchurch. (Pang.2009) :
Hon.Treasurer :Mr.B.L.french, fulberry Cottsge, ‘anor Rd.,Coring. (Gorlng 2277)

Director and Bulletin Fditor:lr.u.JT.Fowler,25 High St.,7atlington,Oxford. (”at;734)j

Subscriptions :those still outstending shonld be »aid to the lon.Treasurer a.s.a.v.

Meetings, 18th Julv. Some 40 members met at Stoke Row, by klnd 1nv1tet10ﬂ of hrs 7.

Sheridan.,

10th Sept.Some 16 members met st the Thatched Cottano by kind 1nv1tat10n of

_the President.A committee meeting was held beforehand.ahovt reports

were given on recent nct1v1tles ~nd future arranﬂements discussed.Clive fart
showed the results of field work plotted on 6 in, Ordnance maps and exhibited
the partially reconstructed late mediseval coolking pot recovered in fragments °
from the oil pipe line excavations in the field ad301n1ng the Thatched Cottage. .
Members 2lso examined the photostat conies of the Whitchurch and Whitchurch
" Fill ¥nclosure Haps (1800 and 1806) recently ObtalﬂEd for the {roup.fir,t'rench .
suggested that a meeting should be arranged with the Goring Historical Son.
to discuss end exchange informestion on the materials for local studies.
Calendar of activities Sent.tc Nov.

Sat.Sept.25,

Sun.Oct.3
Sun, Oct.10

— e an

Sat Oct.16

Tilley Farm. 2.30 p.m. (SU 578768) .J.Fowler.
ldlley “arm. 11 a.m. " RN
Meldwork.lieet at the Thatc-ed Uot‘ave. 11 a.m:C.Hart. (Bring packed 1un¢h4

Iillev Farm. as above from 11 a.m,

Sat.0ct,30
Sat.Nov.6..
Sun.lov.14_

Sun, Wov,21 .
Sun.Nov.28.

Iilley farm. as above from 11 a.m,

Well,lMeet at ihite Cebles,Stoke ﬁow.XX%ﬁX%ﬁﬁl(G.Sheridan)
“ell. £g above -
Meldwork as on Oct.10 sbove

Well., &8 above from 11 a.m,

Generel meeting Friday Oct.&i@ et the T-atched Cottage,’hitchurch Hill. 7.30 p.m.

Hembers will note that fieldwok has now to telke plzce et the weekends as there iS’not o
enougn devlight in the evenings,
It is hoped to arrange a guided visit to thie Asbmolean luseum during the winter, and there

is a possibility that a short course of 1ectures may be held in the Hew Year.
Fxcursion, It was unfortunate thet so few members in the end supnorted this visit to

the Avebury,under the guidsnce of Clive Hart.However,an engoyable day was
spent by 7 members on 18th Sept.''he first ston was mede at the Sanctuary,where the
avenue to ivebury began,snd the group then went on to the West Kemmet Long Barrow snd.
then climbed Silburv Hill before reaching ;veburv by way- of the 4venue,of large stending
stones.A vigit to the Museum was followed bv a wolk round the ‘'henge' .and associated banks.
On the return journey, 'Celtic'fields,barrows were observed and & group of tnatcned estatte
cottages c,1800 and the Norms N church at Avington i‘enor seen. :

Reports on work in hand,

Fieldwork. Clive Hart révorts:ife have mede = survev of everv field,woodland snd coppice
in the parish of Coring Heeth with some verv q@fi%factorﬁ"reqults Bn'coorain*-ing our
7elks with the help of 0.5.1 in.first edition meps of ‘83! &nd the enclosure maps we have
plotted ancient 'ereenwevs',quarries end “ield cvstems. ‘e would like to thenk ick Aston .
of twe City and Countv Yuseum for his assi&tence.
“Tork will continue du-ing te winter in +ig psrish snd in the n01~~oourlnn parlshes of
Woodcote,South Stoke and Goring.
Yell and Whitchurch Hill,: ‘enorts of the exc“vp+1on< round. the "011 head ond of the

mediseval pullev at “hitchurch ¥ill are nearing. comonletion and Tv1’5‘ the flnds w111Abe :"
devposited in the City end County fuseum at Joodstock. L

Lilley Farm,

What little work has been d-one recently has sho'm more clearly that we have’

& much more complex and extens1ve foundatlon structure then at first apneared Onlv complete
uncovering of this - not nartlcularlv exciting es to date small finds are few — will answer
our ouestlons. ‘e are stlll hopingz to be -hle to obtaln access to the cstate records, ‘

i.JoF‘o
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An Archseological itevolution?

Conclveions erising from recent work are a chellenge to menv wcll founded beliefs
about the prehistoric period in 'urope.idvences in scientific dating heve showmn that
many artifacts and monuments may be much older thsn we have thought.7ou mav heve noticed
for instence that up to date references to Stonechenge mey place the begimmings in the
middle of the third millenium B.C.instead of about 1800 B.C.i.e.sbout 700 yesrs earlier.

Some twenty years ago the first radiocarbon dating pushed back the beginning of the
Neolithic some thousands of yesrs.Now,a second radiocerbon 'revelation'has far more
fundemental implications than a mere matter of fating.this newest advance is bssed on
a comparison of a long chronolosical secuence,obtained from the tree rings of the
Californian bristlecone pine,with the rediocarbon determinations from the wood itself.

The calibration sets the latter back come 700 vears and applies to furope,but not to the
Middle Tast and Egvpt,where application of the coalibration has gencrally confirmed accepted
chronology and infact cleared up some discrepanciecs.

'The whole of “urope becomes 700 vears older at a stroke! It follows thet the megalithic
tombs of Creat Eritain and Brittenv could be older then the Pvramids,and Silbury Hill as
old.Stonchenge could have achieved its final form before the Hycenean civilisation arosc.
thus destroving the theory,bascd on the inscribed axes =nd dsgoers on some of the stones,
that Mycencan erchitects helped.

But the metter ~oes further than this,'™e whole concent of 'modified diffusion' as
formul- ted by Gordon Childe,on which our view of the development of our society has been
based for & generation,is in question,e need no longer necesserily hold thet sll the majow
edvances - rgriculture,¥X¥¥metallurgy ~ were only mede once esnd came West into Furope
smong" sfvage neovles.To emphesize that our rncestors were not so beclwerd FProfcssor Them,
a civil engineer by profession,is convinced after 30 yesrs work that the peonle herc some
4000 years ago 'had developed a definite meteorology snd gcometry'

'I must stress that these conciusions sre teatative...at precont we are only beginning
to recover from our surprisc that these things are =s csrly &s they scem tc be...'

S¥mmarized from Colin ltenfrew,:cvolution in Prehistory,he Iistener vol.84 no.2i79
pp.897-900,v01.85,n0.2130, pp. 1 2=15; Thom, the licoaliths of Carnac,listener 84,2179,900-1.
(31 Dec.1970,7 Jan. 971)
Notes and News.
Oxbone in “all, Durins reconstruction at the New Inn,“idmore nd,a large ox bone was found
n & |7th century wattle and deub wall.ihis mey relete to zn sncient foundetion rite of
mutting verious objects -~ bones,shoes etc - in the we 11 of a house. (Pedfordshire
vol.5 no.39) C.Jart.
Fembers at large. Verious members heve worked during the Sumner on 'digs' at ‘Totsworth
(140 Pesearch Gp.) Middleton Stonev(’. B.building within motte 2nd ballev) 'Cadcong;Scmerset
(Dwrk ize reocc.of T.A.
Others heve been to Spsin ~nd to Venice,end will not hzve been blind to historical
end crcheeological asnects.Brittany wee also visited.
CBA Gn, IX there will be & day meeting ~t ‘“olverton,Bucks,on Nov,13,iull detsils later.
“hig is followine the orretice thet the /n'umn meeting chould be in rotetion
in the counties comprising the Groun.%he f»rin- meeting will teke the form of = veckend
at Oxford,as last veer.
Some books.
Geoffray Bibby,'he Testimonv of the ilvade.¥ont:n- iibrery,Collins (12/6 01d stvle)
' Popul™ccounts of 211 the classic "uropesn/cites and finds,from the paintad
caves to Yollund llen,by way of Skara Brac end Stonchenge among many others.
Illustrated - very good value.
Stuart Pigeott,ipproach to 4rchacology.ielican 25p. & good introduction especially
to methods and technoques.
Glyn Deniel,The crigins eand Growth of Lrcheeology.Pelican.’0 p.
& clesr end readable account of the cvolution of the discinline over 300 Vears.
Current irchaeology. The subscription to this has had to he raised to£1.50 a year for
six covies(nostal subscriptions only) but it is still excellcat value and is esscatial to
enyone wishing to keep in touch with vhit is going on in archaeology in this country today,
At leest one issue is devoted to work outside Creat Britain.
Hequest. If ~ny mcmber has nos.17 and 18(nov.'69 and Jen.'70,could these please be
returned to the Editor.:s1ll the other conies on loan heve come home - thanks.

PLUASE DO HOT THROV THIS AYAY, CONTLIBUTIONS INVITED . NEXT ISSUR NOVIMEER.
T.’J.J'.,l' . 22 S\}pto 1 971 .
P.5.The eddress of Current Archaeology is:9 Nassington d.,Londcn #3 20X
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I'orthcoming activities.

Fieldwork Sundays 2nd 9th 23rd Jenuary.'leet at the Thatched Cottege 1100 hrs(Darkness
sets in soon after 1600 hrs)

i e oe s s aian -

Excavatlon recordlug_lllu trated by notes Dlanu sectlons flnds and 1nter1m reaort
on the Lilley farm moated site.

First meeting Friday 14th January of 10 lecture course at Langtree #.[. Cenfre, oodcote.,.
The Archaeology of the Middle Yhames Valley L.A.hvtland_l.L.' 2000 hrs. (8pm)*
¥r.7vtlend is the archaeologist at “eading iuseum.Copies of the course prospectus -
mav be obtained from the Hon.Sec.or from ir,P.ifrout at the Langtree Centre.

Vlslt to the ishmolean Museum, Beaumont Sttprford Saturdav 15th Jenuary. .

Meet in the entrance hell at 1030 hrs where the party will be met by I‘fr.D.}f-..-i'-{:'Lnton

' M.A. Apsistant Keeper. :
Parking in Oxford is by disc and not easy.St.John S5t. (rlmﬂt from ueaLmont St. Yend
" loucester rreen(left)mav be possible but. the main car parks are 10 to 15 mins.
walk away. -

CBA IX Local Archaeology weekend 19/20 Feb., in Oxford Notlces evailable from the

President or the Bditor. “arlv booking adv1qa%1e.

Reports : , - . .
- Meetings were held on Oct.8th and Nov.12th a+ thitchurch ilill end on the second occasion
there was & discussion with ¥Fr.utl:ond end the YEA Orsaniser to arrange a course of o
lectures beginning in Jznuery (see above). .
" On Sundav 5th December members met at Caversham,bv kind invitation of i¥rs.D. Corkcry
Ian Feson showed some pottery drawings end Ron iurphy some flints from Iray. Slides were
shovn of sites in “reece and in Brittany,and of the sroup excursion to Avebury.
Tillev farm jiosted Site. . ' '
Work this vear hos been limited owine to the priority siven to fieldworlk end the need to
finish the cuttinzs at the Well.lowever,significant wrocress has been made,down to Dec.
12th No further work is probable until late iebrvary oxr Farch. o
'vro develooments in particular have occurred.iirst,it is clear that we are dealing
with a much more complex structure than the simple rectengular foundation envisaged
a year ago and thet only the complete uncovering of the site will give the full -arswer.
Portunately the site is small but we may have to move parts of our earlier snoil heaps:
Secondly,vhile the general inferences still point to a context not much over 200 years  ,
ago,the identification of some few sherds as being from the 15th and 17th century‘could‘f'
indicate an earlier or longer occupation.he continued scarcity of pottery and. other
small finds is arainst it being a habotation site,but this very scarcitv and the news

N
on the nottery meskes it very necessary that we do not miss anything ?V
1l C 3 S] S, ¥ X ‘e"f’-"_ . )
) T uncov y on U aat llm11'q of cut” 1n,9"s‘ "',':':‘:‘:“:.’i“ff‘:r”“\ )
fﬂa nresuned cx+erna1 wall is contlnuous It to d - ) e T \
[¢] ate - [ v vy .
seems that there may be two or three 11nked Seale - 4 - H
: b . ‘'z [ .-
structures,not 211 on the same level.Th t--ifl.a - 2N Vs
main material of the wall lines is fllnt,wwth #all foundations | ‘2 ;'fu“-g.
some brick and chalk blocks,but in the S.i. it | g4 2L
there arc two apnarently tocled and probably : 30 S
reused sendstone blocks.lile pieces continue . i ol ’ o
to be abundant but there is little evidence of : ISLARD. L

- any wall material above the foundations. ‘ i g P
Most of the small finds have been found outside or between the presuned gtructures.-'~
These small finds comprise 15 vottery sherds,irons spikes “nd nails end mlscollancous )
picces, i+ horscshoes,i piece of glaso,5ma11 blts of metal,a few oyster shells and Debblouf;
-~ and the coin of Allectus c.295 AD : : :
Under these cmrcumstances tberc is but one course; to fall back on: tecnnlque and to
- continue excavation on methodical lines:the solution will evcn+uallv cmezgo.wcxt
season should be 1ntereqt1n5. : :

Fieldwork and tie Well Reports in the next bulletln 1n late Ianuarv

HAPPY CHRISTHMAS AND AN AHCHAROLOGICALLY INTERESTING -AND. PPODUCCIVE NFW YV&’
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Forthcoming activities.

Each Friday T.F.N. at 8 p.m.at langtree F.E.Centre, Woodcoue continuation of . lecture

‘course on 'The Archaecology of the IYiddle Thames Valley'by R.A.Rutland,li.A S
- "26 attended the first meeting with the Tator giving a stlmulatlng stcrf.Je antlcvnate e
a really’ 1nterest1ng series of lectures illustrated with slides.™ C.G-X, :

Fieldwork Sundays 6th and 27th Feb. lMeet at the Thatched Cottage 11 am._' E

Meet;“g__ Sunday 13th Feb.at 3 pm.at the Thatched Cottage. Br;ng mugs , cakes etc.u

;;Qprts. 5
T January Meetlng‘at Whitchurch Hill.Seceral new members were welcomed and therniwr~0"'

20 members present Arrangements were made for the visit to fno Ashmolean kusevm and for
other activities during February. .
lr,Roy Boyson(Checkendon 490) klndlv agreed to take over the 'scirapbeok! from Misd 0
Buckley,now at Lent University,end would be glad to hear of any items of locel lhistorical o
and archaeological interest - stories,recollections, customs,nanics, oddvoquhta OtQ.;l:TQiT
hoped to put this 1niormat10n,aao items from the Dros&dent s loz book and fﬁis*bullg
on a cerd index for easy reference. P
"he fon.Director =eve & report on the work to date on the Lilley farm °1+e and tL*»
generally about excavation recording. '
1 _January Committee leetine. ~After discussion it was docided at this stage nbfitd”v,
up a formal constitution for the Group as it was felt that sufficient fremcwork Wag B
could be provided in the minmutes of meetings.¥uture activities were alsoﬂdiscuusedﬁ

15 Jenuary.Visit to the Ashmolean Muscum, Oxford.

The President renorts: 21 members and 6 V101toro made an intercsted auﬂlcnce for
David Hinton,Assistant Keeper,who gave us about 1% hours on Tnglish poft@ry from 42
‘early wedicval Thetford and btamford wares ‘to the 'Grevbeard' type, 1mnor+od from the .
thineland to become in thc late 16th and 17th centuries the common’ tavern ‘ware; and cf
which two substantial sherds have been found at lillev rarm.'his was an extvbchy Polf-
and informative morning,with the added nleasure of hending pots and sherds. f '
showcases.Our thanks are due to Mr.Hdinton for giving us of his *ime &nd- Knovlcdgo s

' fullJ.

~Fieldwork. :
Mr.C.Hart reports:using the 6 in.Ordnance Survey meps as a bagis flOld work began in
Lay 1971 and has contlnuod on ednesday evenings as long as possible and on many uunulyg
“since.'the overall area to be covered is South O‘ford5u1ro from. the thames i.to. the. |
Crovmarsh - Henley on Themes road,s 4130 and A 423, (v, renorts in Bullftlns 15,14 & 1%
To the end of the year gsome work has becen done in the followi ing pariches, snrvlpn
significant traces of old roads and trackWays,fieJd boundarics arid lynﬂhots,dwa"el,,
and chalk pits.In cach parish noted below the mout 11tcrco+ ng itoms so Far notod mrL
given. " S
“hltchurcu

v evoa]ed bv trcnch dl"*lng oporutlons (V H_llob*n
’id site with oo,mlblm internal divisions ia ‘Tlawnc St és
‘ .. Dyke 2m.decy ﬁnd M4m.wide running Tor A0 p.along 2 hzll'
boundwrv from SU62608010 to 62357962, :
:ulnv d]tChbS SU 60697965
: Nunledurham I'oundations of glazed brick znd
., ncw route of B4T9 : :
aKidmoro ond Iarge ox bone in 17th cent.waiile ard daub. weii. 8t “bw Inn.\v,un1]ﬁ“\.
Iyncheus and terraces on and erovzd White’ Hil1, (806 -
nd furrow on Ca:- ‘sons NN N 6i78/7/'f>\

e At B STSTT /w

, Tt is honed to- ‘carry out\surveys of sravel pmts;é% brnn"
"road 1mp10vcmcntq “to tho A 4155 -in tho Parishes cf bvc cnd D_

Phc 1 nel 11015 molk of the ycar fook plPCL on'. ?1«% NOVOm}“r 1n v
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’oL a brlcl’ and flint c0u,a gc were noted amidst a cemplex of fleld bounda riES am dam

trackways.The search for a poszible contiruation of the old read frcm Sandyi: JJ.‘
Jco the Pack Horse P.H.was incénclusive. :

st m.m'Wcll Berins Hill.Ipsden, P

This is situated on the clay slope of & thickly wocded chalk combe.Ia: 19”0 tw“ trenc
were. laid out near the wellhead in the hope of stratified finds;to ercefta n tbe r-'*j :
corstrucnon.]’.n this first seascn late 3rd to m1d 4th vcnt , Roman oho”ds god

In 19’71 ‘a third layer ox some sugnlflc nce was unocvo:md this
undisturbed only in a.hollow in one t{rench,and contalnmo 13tn-14th ce m.pumterv Th:v

o J.ndlcate that the Roman sherds found in layer 2 are there as the re u}t of '"tw'b.:a

o _.and r‘ould have-come from. elsewhere in modern times.The brick and flint capring wiich

"+ gealed the well is certainly modern.

§ A third trench was cut through a platform to the N,of the weil and-a feu well
“weerthered 13th.con.sherds were found just below the surface,with a mﬂ_nu+e puco of <bren
The trench was deepened to the natural clay and chalk ard nothing of any s;.g*ulcar'cm
found.In none of the three trenches were there any traces of stmc’rure,

0 Plan of Cuttlngs 6m.
v —— .
| 'Ra'se d clay Sec,tlo'q frcm X to Y
: N ' |
v '+ with flints ” 0 I To:§911‘(h’
(possible tip). {Loose flinty layds 1 *:’n ‘_’_,
2 - - :§<W1€% Ty 3 \nyfjr‘/c/ Lo - EQem,
N wam 014 *urf 1L\0‘*r.--,.~.—v-. o i T
3!h - %éwl h N Natural clay . tm.th flints f'.
o4 T L SETOLT
F Flints o B B 3,
From report and drawings bty Clive Hart.

u-a

RESCUE The second annual mecting was held in the ‘Beveridge Fal Lnuenafe HOLLJG L.oadoa Unlve o
on 15 Jan.1972 and was attended by some 600, includi ng wany of the leacing £ .i.n' n 3¥
Archaeology.In his address,Mr. Iﬂar’cm Biddle,the Chairmen,s*tressed three . tesld “as we
the immediate necessity of raising mOIle,thkS to.which to devote funds rais: d w’rn«,h'
never match public expcnditure.These were—isto makc the puullc aware. of the ;..n“é gotefon
cf our archaeological heritage-ii~to improve contacts with national and lo a2l voxremmcnf
~iii~to promotc improvoments in field archacology. If ycu have not become a mc,qbcr, mo :
address is:Rescue,25A The Tything,Worcester., WoJ.Fe

Some books of intcrest.

Derek Roe,Prchistory. Faladin illuolaated.80p. A geod mtrodu(.tlm to the sub]cct Wlﬁ
chavters on each of the main divisions and a section on the modcrn appr CdCh 4
The author is at the Pitt idivers luscum, Oxford ard one of thc spoakcrs ‘at °
the FPeb.CBA IX conference. :

Ceram, The World of Archacology.Fontana 75p.

" Picturc History of Arch.Thamcs and Hudson Sp.

View over Atlantis,available on loan from publiic l¢brur1cg_1: rocommrrund as a re viewﬂf_.‘vQ

of the theories about thc origins of this lcgondaiy land, ST

Radio and TV .
. CuT'I‘c,ntly on Radio 3 is a scrics on 'The Now At lzuoo"- -,",'"' bomtb porbaps voad when
printed “in- 'The Iistener',20 Jan.ouwards. ( LBuiletin po,tS Aa “;cuamlr IR '

The. monthlv 'C’qroz;mlo progremme on BBC2 iz ccucerncd W‘“ ‘

%at 29 Jan.was mainly sbout the discovery z:md puruial reaservation of 1qc ncadqv Ar
"th\, Romran fleet at Dover when a ring rcad was being il ﬁ : SR
‘ ‘puggec’tmns. The President writes:
' " Please bring any idcas for outings or iiw g
the Group.Write them out bricf ly and we will hove w SJ}
‘have a hend in running the Group.1t is YOUR CGzoup -
Pleasg say also if you di. <3approw of enything - “3_15’1*-
Pl easo como ko mouLmo's wn_thou cos*:nfr Sol-.a a 1em' ad

dp+1JG or:







. Hon.Treasurer :Mr.E. L. French ,Jlberry Cottage,hanor Road,CGoring (Gorlng 2277)

i:::"

: WPOand ‘at Oxford in Feb. Regular monthly meetings were not held efter Jan.,whlleJthé

b"‘Derek Fallowfield,whom we Werc happy to see amongst us again, and Nancy Gould. Flrally the o
President thanked the commlttee ynotably the efficient oecrntary and the 1long’ sufferwng N
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Committee:the above,with Mesdames M. Fallowfleld N.Gould,M: Olver,P Woodford and two
others to be co-opted.
. Ea a2 SR R R Rt

Apologies are due because this bulletin is a few weeks later than advised in the o
Aprll/MPy information Sheet but it means that all the May -~ end one June ~ activities: »
can be reported,Once again the Editor ssks members for contributions - even & few. llnes .
- on matters of archaeological interest,and for book reohmmonaatlonbohr is rot ‘meant
that the Bulletin should be made up entirely by the Ldﬂtor and the df 618.‘ WJF

CALENDAR
Sun.18th June,lilley Farm from 11 am.
AISO M40 Arch.Research Grvup.There is a report meeting,to which : 11 Who have
helped with the excavations are iuvited,at & pm at the Lady Spencer :
Churchill College of Education,¥heatley.in view of the short notice
and the distance a talk on this,with SIides,will be arranged for'one
_ of the SOAG meetj 28 in the Autum. ‘
ALSO Work also contimaes 3&111 further notice at the medleval 51te 1n Sadler s‘
Weod,NGR 734962, 1eave cars at 729961 ,0ff abprcach to Upper Vlcar s Farm.
Tues,20 June Comaittee Upe*lng at the Thutched Cottage,d pm., CE
Sun.25 June  Field walk along Grim's Ditch from Carmel College entrance NGR 617879,on,*' o
BAT9 Woodcote~Crovmarsh road. R
Field walks will also take place mogt Wednesday evenings from Whltchurch o
Hill at 7.30 pm, o
Fricay § June General Meeting at Whitchurch Hill at 7.30 pm,014ve Haxt Nlll review = .°
" the Tesults ¢f the field wzlkdng to‘ante,hllu taf:ng with r\fxrpncé (o R
Ordnence endc other maps,
Sats,! & 15 July Lilley Far,unices there is an emergency on the 40, bat Sadler 3
Wood will probably be unavailable by thed
It is 2iso hoped to arrange a dey at lilley Farm durwnﬁ +he week from
Monday 17 July,if members wish. : ‘ :
Sat.22 July  Visit to excavations at #iddleton Stoney ,RB farmstead: w1th1n med,castle
?_~} 29 Jaly) bailey,where Trevor Rowley will explain what is happenlng

REPORTS
Anrual 4enera1 Meeting This was held on 21 May at Tall Beeches, ”hltchurch by 1nv1tat10n
of the Hon.Sec.and tir,5.Perduc,and attended by abcut 20 members.‘
The President spoke of the way in which SCAG had grown up during the’ year ‘and -was_
gaining recognition in archaecloglcal circles through its mcmbcrshlp cf (9.9 CEA and
notably by the work of members on 'rescue'excavations, With this growth in s*a+ure 1t :
was felt that the offices of President and Chairman should henceforth be sepqratea. ' ,
In reviewing the work of the year lre.Grehan Kerw szid that there nad been work at’ L111c4ﬂ
Farm on 14 occasions,while the Berins Hilil site uad been closed after. 7 VlSltS;*S neltnez
the information from the cuttings nor surface indicatioas offerved evidence of a- 31gn11ﬁcq b
site and investigation of the well was beyond our present resources. B
No fewer then 29 field walks had been held under the able divestion of C11ve PnTt and
reCAnuLJ we .especially welcomed some of the bova from the Cratory Schcol. A sacond - scrlco" 3
of WEA lectures hed been held and a third is in prospect. liemhers hav ,uakéd‘part in 8"
exnurqhons ‘aad SOAG had been represented at 3 conferences, 1pc]vd1ng ihe’ CBA9. Rendat

YEA colirse wes in progress, ut two meore sosial gothe*lnga had & cg p1°c

Total membership was now éver: 60 during the, year 20 members had Jo“nﬁd,cgawn t 6 1osses”
" hope that everyone will brlng ‘at least one new member ‘in the coming: year!, the:.

President continued,and went on to extend sympathles to members who -had -bsen 111 esp601r¢1yf

Treasurer,and also those membérs:who so readily put their cars at the disposal- of: otheru;'fJ v;;
"It is very gratifying the Way everyone helps every bodv else...long may we' conthnue 1n ‘f;_nff
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AGM(contd) .
Mrs.Greham Kerr was unanimously asked to become Pounder President sine d1e or. for

as long as she wished.The other officers and committee members as set out above were
then elected. :

‘ The Treasurer's report showed a credit balance of £14,04 and Mr. Prenoh was assured
of our thanks,as was the Hon.Auditor, Mr,4,Greham ferr,

After tea the Chairman commented on the first series of hESCUE sl1des,pr03ected _
by the Hon,Treasurer.ilthough these are primarily designed to ghow the dire archaeologloal-
 effects of present day developments ~ mineral extraction,roadway and housing schemes and-

‘the like - an objective made very clear,they also give a selectlon of outstandlng s1tes
of different types. ' WJF
Visit to the Oxford City end County fuseum,#letcher's House,Woodstock, . _ Sat.April-29.

21 members,8 visitors and a baby met here at 10.30 am end Were conducted ‘round ‘the:
offices and workshops be Mick Aston.In the Record Office he explalncd the system and '
allowed us access to the files,photographs end maps, end also to the other offices, mhere
pottery and bones are stored .VWe had a detailed tour of the Conservation Laboratory,where
pots were being reconstltuted.

We then went round the Muscum itself and saw ancient cooking and domestic things
and old crafts,and farm 1mplements Finally we gathered in the Lecture Room for lunch
ag it was rainlng We had hoped to v181t Blenheim but de01ded to look at the chu
opposite. '

As we left the workshop Mick pointed out how the Tudor bulldlng is. grafted on to
the Georgian part and we thanked h1m very much for the trouble he took to: maLe 1t such

an interesting v181t. CAGK
Visit to Verulamium Sat.June 3.
Some dozen members ‘and friends made the journey to bt Albans,where they met,Anne and
Clive Hart returnlng from the North.It was unfortunate that 1ack of transport p“eventcd
a larger attendance. Gareth Devies,the Museum Curator, gave us a vasily interesti ;our 8
lecture on the hlstorv of the settlement from Belgic tines to its decllne 1n th
century AD,and was 51ncerelv thanked for giving so freely;of hls ime and 1]
Pfter a plcnlc lunch Cl've Hart conducted the parf “d th "hlef
the site and veryone was 1mpressed by the thoatre ~ one:of the. few if not -the o one
nown in this country - and the hypocausts whose working was. explalned Cllve knows the
area well and was evén gblé to show the ~ounger members of ‘the party’ where thev'" ]
find RB" pottery in ancient sp011 dumps!A very ﬂlccessful day conclhded w1th a V1slt’to
the Abbey,and e returned in the early evening. o CP(by phone)
Rescue Archaeology - ‘SOAG and the M40. '

‘ Some mcmbers ‘made thelr ‘first acquantance with resue vork on the probable RB cemetery
at Queenford Farm,Dorchester,under cold conditions in February. :

During Aprll and May about & dozen members have worked an a ~number of occaslon‘ on four
sites being ‘hastily inves gated before destructlon on: the 11ne of" ‘the M40 extens onnine
mlles between btokenchurch and the Waterstock crossroads,on which intensive cons ”ctlon
operatlons began 1n mld—Maroh This experience has brought home the rca11 es.. ‘of rescue
work - on one 51te g1gantlc eartn moving machlnes were behav1ng 11ke th hosts of Mldlan
- and has proved of irmense benefit to both SOAG and to the M40 Archaeologdcal Researeh"
Group.At times SO0AG nembers have been the mainstay snd even the majority of the volunteer
workers,whlle members are galnlng much from working w1th more eyperlenced people and :
under the direction of younger professlonals who are very much up. 10 date.

" There is one note of warning:under the pressures of the situation corners have to be
cut and the meticulous and careful work which must be the hallmark of re3pon31ule y :
archaeology is not possible when a site can vanish before one's eyes,Only & salvagpftf*f o
operation is. poss1ble. This was brought home the other day to the wrlter when‘lns ead of‘d'fl
a trowel,he had the use of a DROIT,a relav%ly small mechanical scraper,and drlverAto tak
off ‘the ground. surface across scveral sections of a medieval ditch. Invone SCCOpAthe
machlne took off most of ‘the top301l from the ditch. surface and drar zed. it
with small "chance of seeing any finds in this s0il,and leav1ng the surface : it

. freshly broken tile fragments from the collapsed bulrdLng roof protrudlng.On
match machlne with machlne ,but much is lost,However, tne ch01ce is_ often betwecn
if the 31te is destoyed or some clues from hasty vork. : ‘

" Briof notes on the four sites follow, kS
Eggth_ﬁgrm.Nllton Common. N6 indication from acrial, photos or flOld walkmg,d'"'i
identified after tops01l ‘stripping.Pottery and otner objects. fro ’

. ( ' t;cent BC. One IA hut circle completely cleared ev1dence"of at 1east‘
pottery extended for g-mllc also a33001ated dltcnes and flOld boundar1 S i
Levknor,Church Farm, The' ex1stence of an RB settlement,probcbly a farms the lleld |
to the S.of the. NWY’llne .vas known from 1971 fleldwork but its, N. 11m1us weregulknown.,$- :
Cleanlng of -the MUY surface after mechanlcal scraplng eneablrd the iine of the “Ne boundary_:
_and other features to ed | for sone. dlotance. . :

.others wn1le
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| Lewknor Icknields. Vay (contd.)

were excavated There were no grave goods with the gencrally well preservod skeletons,‘
datlng evidence was ‘provided by sherds of late RB pottery in the fill.. o S
adlerts. Wood,new Christmas Common Koad. This wes completely covered by trces and most%,
ofthe site is off the roadvay line.It would seem to have becn a farmstead complex
pled over some centurics as the pottery runs from the 12th to the 15th. oundat jat
‘of :flint have been uncovered and masse of tiles have oo'lapsed around these and into 2
‘frroundlng ditch.It may be possible to continue work betlffor somc weeks, © . LWIR

‘MISCELLANY
-*“~L*bragx ‘Pat Woodford is building up a collection of: archSCOIOV1cal books Anv one ;.
shing ‘to borrow - or, better still,lend books for the ‘use of. other members - s} ould get

fh with her."Current Archaeology"is avalloble on loan 0 membors and we" shall

other periodicals., , -
Verulamium For thosc who missed the recent excurs1on - and others - 1t 1s hooed to V;
; arrango another visit in the Autumn, ‘
. .CBA O Newsletter no.2  This conteins notes on our Field work and on: Lllley Farn amongst
“gome 60 accounts of work in 1971 over thé five countles ‘of the Group. Coples at. 35p can-
be obtained through the Hon.Sec.or Chairman. There are also copies ‘of Nowsletter no.#v”
”‘stlll avallable at 10p.

, We must congratulate our ‘Treasurcr &n. becomlng Hon Seo.of thl
8 happenlng whlch will undoubtedly lead on to that ccoperatlon between the s001et1es {g
A‘whlch has been in the air for some time. o
Membershlp The Committee wishes it to be known that. Bulletlns will no 1onger be o
sent to members who have not renewed the1r subscrlptlons due. from May,by the end of the o
3 follow1ng December, ~ Lo
_ Active ggrtlclpatlon ~ Doubts have been expressed by some: membors about golna to holp o

on the M40 and elsewhere owing to lack of experience.There is no need to be d1ff1dont Be
- préparcd to ask someone more experienced,to work with hlm/hor and to see what is done. .
:3Opportun1ty will be taken at Lilley Farm to talk briefly and demonstrate some bas1c :
- techniques.The 1mportance is again stressed of hav1ng one's own trowel up to 4 , i
“.the blade forged in one piece - those with rivetted blades; and gardonlng trowels are of
little use.

A book. recommendation.

W.G. Hosk1ns ,The Naklng,of the inglish landscape. Pellcan 80p.

It is no oxangeratlon to say that this classic, first publlshed in 1955,1n1t1ated
the study of our env1ronment as the product,not only:of thé dcvelopmonts ‘of the latest*;f
two conturles but of a continuous process from prehis torlc tlmes It should be _ B
compulsory reading for anyone interested in how our country31de came ‘to bo as we

- see it,

ENVOI Although we.can modestly congratulate oursclves on a rCl&thOlj high proport1on
of active members scompared with similar groups,ve would Stlll 1ike . to see more- :
people in the field and at meetings.ie hope to have more v1s1t1ng SPeakors durlnﬂ :
the coming season. L

Reports on ficldwork and Lilley Farm arc held over until tho next 1svue,&honftﬁereh{y
will be more to say. L

16 June 1972 WIF
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CATENDAR ,

* Fri. 29 -Sept. Meeting at Greatoaks, Cray's Pond(Oratory Prep.Sch ) at 7.30 pm. ‘ ‘

Mr,R.A. Chambers,Dlrector M40 Arch.Res.Gp.will speak,mth sllde 111ustrat10ns,
on “Excavatlons on ‘the MAO route - Lewknor,Beacon Hill, Sadler's T«Iood" o
Members of the Goring Hist.Soc. have been invited to this meeting. -
Sat.7 Oct. Members have been invited to join the Goring Hist. Soc.excursmn to Bath
including conducted visits to the Baths and to the Muscum of Costume and a:
, free afternoon.Cost approx.°1.20.Please inform the Hon.'I.‘reasurer(above)
Fri.20 Oct. General meeting at Woodcote I 7. E.Centre ,Lengtree Sch.,detalls later '
and there should be a speaker,with slide 111ustratlons. .
(This will be the Group's meeting place in future ~ see below)

Fri.3 Nov. By 1nv1tatn.on of the Goring Society,at 8. 15 pm.at the anary ‘Seh., -
Wallingford Rd.,Goring. -
R.T.Rowlgx,BA BLitt, "Excavations on the Upper Thames gravels"

Fri.17 Nov. First SOAG Dinner at Chiltern Chase, Woodcote. T for 7.30 pm.

Guest of homour: David Hinton MA Asst. Keeper, Ashmolean Miseum,

Members who intend to be present and who have not. yet returned the: Sllp :
(Info.Sheet 3)to the Hon.Sec. are esked to do so, or otherwise confirm,as
soon as possible and by 20th. Oct. at latest.The ‘cost will be £1 .35.wh1ch ‘
mst be paid by 20th Oct, Members arc invited to bnng frlends 1f
accommodation allows, :

Fri.8 Dec. General meeting et langtree as above, (20 Oct. )

Lectures at Dorchester E:Lght talks by d:.fferent experts on aspecfs of "Dorchester in
" the past. Mondays from 2 Oct.to 20 Nov. at St,Birinus: Prlmary School Etatrancc 25p.f-*. :
Details and a cPuEs cket(g‘)W 25)mav be obtained from ‘the’ Unlv.Dept for Ext.
Studies, Rewley pre erre House, W'ellmgton Square, Ox:ford. -
One-~day School - Datgg RB and Medieval Pottery - Wentage' Sat 11th Nov. Fee - £1 25
Applications to the Director,Ox, Univ.Dept.for Ext. Studles as. above.

Ak Kok %k

ok ok ok ok kokok ok % %k

. Lilley Farm, S ‘ ’
' Work will take place here,westher oem1t+:mg,on the follow:.ng datcs.
Sundays from 11 am. Sat\u'daxs from 2 pm.
23 Sept. :
8 Oct.
28 Oct.

'3 Bz

Plegse come as often as you cen, It is hoped. beforo the end- of the year: - our
last v131t in 1971 was on 12 Dec,to uncover theé vhole of . the ground plan of the. . -
gtructures and in the course of this to find some more conclus:.ve ev1donco on thClI‘
purpose and use (See report below) -

-Fleldwork Mect at Uhltchurch Hill 11 am(prcked 1unch) on Sundays 15th Oct. a.nd 5th Nov. -

(For convenience a summary calendar is‘given on P'3),

REPORTS S
Méet'!'_x_;g: 4 .general meeting was held on Fri.25. Au@st at Malberry Cottage Gor:_ng, e

by k:md 1nv1tation of the IIon.Treasurer a.nd ‘Mrs.French. After routme busmeé.}; p

end reports on: act1v1tles espec:.allv -work done on ‘M40 81tes Mr, Fowler gave a talk,
111ustrated W:Lth sl1des on“’I'he excavatlon of ‘an . RB rural. settlement on Overton.

' Down,W11ts 1066-8“ S
~‘_I_._i__;11y_ ’I‘his is: bemg built up by glfts and 1oans and books may be borrowed from ]
Mrs.P Woodford. "Gurrent Archaeologv":l.s &lso avallable o :
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: Excursibn -to_Fishbourne ~and " Single;
~This vas an. outstandlng occasa.on.Thaxﬂ:cs to the excellen
and the map reading a'b111t1es of the navigators, the Journev w
country and free from traffic pr e hee
" a welcom:mg "pu "on the way home,
mthout trouble. A
Fishbourne: In W. Sussex we passed through some lovely Vl.l.laF‘eS,
brlck ‘and’ flint as in our own Chilterns but with an - em,lvely ifferent fle
_ The Roman Palace was extremelv :Ln+erest1ng ~.we honed that '8ig
tre signs "Roman Palace"would ot expect a cross: betwserif'Buckmgh ‘
Vat:.can'.& guide gave-a brief talk on “the lav—out Half-of the site is unde s
& main road,but local. people and - contractors have ‘been:very Hel-ful :|.n nllommg Tis
trenches and general 1nvest1gatlons as opnortmmltles'bave of‘F‘e*"e1 SO

The Museum is flrst class - 80 well desigmed and cleari iy arranze
order.We then walked under cover round the North ng,thn only. pax
to view, and round the garden.There are mwany lrao-nents of mosaic
with e Cupid riding a Dolphm,surrounded by fabulous sea. mon.stcrs - 42
garden has been laid out as it was in Roman -tixes ,‘" checke Y T po'lr_
with geometrlcal box hedges and ‘acanthus plants among otheru.ueveral of 1
home with Romon acanthuses!
1e Weald and Downland Open Air Museum,Sin leton..

This is sét in a park, beautiful in its own right, havlng picalc glaces nature
treils end views of the Sussex countrvside,But its. pmme purpose is as-8.1
where old bulldmgs due for. demolition are Te~ercct 8CO
archaeolog:.sts are rcconstructed.

The Sexon: ‘hut at’ Slngleton is a reconstruction of = "g'u bon-'-,lr :
excavation fmdmgs at Seaford and Shorehem. A Saxzon loom is recomu
deteils of weaving are: ex*»lalned and frequmﬂv demonstmt' R :

The reconstructlon of ‘& charcoal bturners' camp, set: in‘a woQ
mterestmg,because such cemps were in use from 'prnhlstowlc _
present day.The huts’ ‘#re small and musty,of turf and’ sacklng ove*il'.'-a >
furnace is built" of Wood arrarged in 2 cone. to form’ a. ch:.mne_ isnd co
and turf to shut out the air ond: to c,onser.sre ‘heat. b

The re—erected Bayleaf farmhouse, with A 1arge ball ard cve
shows considersble developn 4 of bmld:m" technr qués since fhn Se.
Southwater forge ‘is interescing becsuse of iae '1any tools 0 ho o
_ _thé Titchfield market hall, Catheringtea i >
" this open 2ir mseun- & mosJ 1711;5Lest1n°'

At tre request of the Oxford City end County Museum a survey was
along the A4155 Read:.ng to Henley road in advance of mprovement : )
A medleval sherd,a bronze buckle end twc ciay plpe-~bowls Wer feund _
points, but the mos‘r p051t1ve discovery was:in ngh Wood- Harpsden ‘
& -boundery ‘bank and ditch led us to a cu', ax mound'
centré,'S;- b ite: ighest point and- the: whole made p of
, 'covered w1th bre.mble ‘and’ some large’ beech trees.'l‘he’ su.rf'ace is. scat ered R
-fragments of tilewhich cannot normallv be da‘mc ot there wcv-e
of Romen "tegula"roofing tile,Therc is a vills site balf a mile N .
Work has continued in the Crays Polld/doom ote area‘Sm(,e uhe c*u**\:e "cer
noted many rectangular pits, always in beec,}nwouct ¥ ith<the uDOl SEEPL )
side only.Thelr average size is 1?-—14'long,o— 1 O¢ tride, B1ACE; PPt
Oakenwood ;Goring: Heath(SU647804 )gives some indicetion of ag‘
beech tree on the N.ditch ‘glone and one of 2'diam,on” ’rhef‘ 1O;
rotted stump of the game size,These pits woulJ. seem to be connec’c
' ._1ndusfry - sawyer's plts‘? '

L1 g{ Farm th*'le work has been dorre ’m- 5 >-v*rmc-4 ;.
on-the

‘='waather,mak“ posmble the total overing
A.n expert exa.mmatlon,of the ‘bones: recoverod
th:Ls was never a habl' t"'o' sa.te.'l‘here are only-
arg aox;-;bo, g,
" 1een/g
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I.emprtree Further Fducation CentrasWoodsote, ” - A

' ‘Through the good offices of Mr.Troat,’ uvuan,the C?O‘p ha

to this centre,2t the langtree Szhccl. o s
This meens-that a suitable ‘and indeedwesl onaLpgu-:vJJ wi 1l bc &a _

our meetings,which will generally be held theve from October m«,,rc,,. fe 511 1y

nave the benefit of ‘other facilities. :

BOOKS

Bray end Trump,chtlonarv of Archaeolosy.Penguin )Op .
Very useful for mos+ com_mon teras snd placp but 1t h% l"‘“ o',.,,
‘gruben’ haus" used in e report. ﬁbove. -

Me,«nus ‘Magnusson, Introducung. Arc hreology ) AR L
Harker,Digging up the Bible Lends ) -Bodley Head &£1,95 each
The- [mchaeology of Ancient: prnt Jemes, ) '

These are the first of # new series,vrimerily for older chl‘d;
that trey will be useful as 1ntroduct10ns for adults.There ic & cr1+
July "Current urchaeology",tho gist of which is that the, first. conc'
personalltles and is well done:as Journﬁllf*m thc second is 1nter@s1:m:g,
accepts fully the modern Isracli 1nterpreta‘r10n.“nnclent Egypt" 1s both- bv an. e"ﬁn
) and. excellently wrltten. ' _ R o

In the same issue of “C .5."there is a solectlve 'bookhst attached to a.n aru:l\,
David Revill on "irchecology in Schools" - -

ENVOI __
‘ Both at Fishbourne Roaman Palace and Sineleton Open Lir Tusens)
‘excursion,wec obtained admittance at "students'"retes:a remniider of
being interested! ' . . ' -

Sept.1972
B I R are L BET s o e SR

Svmmary Calendar.
Sat.Sept.3 IF (ILilley Farm)
Fri., 29 Meeting - M40
Sat.Oct. 7 Excursion - Bath
Sun, 8 L¥
Sun. 15 FW (Fieldwork)
Fri. - 20 leeting
Sat. 28 LF
Fri.Nov. 3 lMeeting - Goring
Sun, 5 TW
Fri, 17 Dimner
Sun. 19 LF
Sun.Dec.3 LF
Fri. 8 |leeting
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’P"eSJ den t: :Tx*-s C,

‘F:Leld Dr"ecuo l‘b:»,ﬁ R,

A Happy Né =W Year to ]

achi’evement swe have hslped with t*.e z\lc’ ") -&nd
’steadllj and it has been sa;d hat | _
"_“C'ounty Ve have formed. lwa;ng releticns ‘h ps with ‘1,_1‘= Lfor“
the boys of tre Oratory Pweparakorv ocno lyand .,he Fi
Dinner were no+able cCeasiond, ,

But with 1ega vl to ordinary mcatz your Prezilent
_ in a situetion not unfamiliar in ofp '
.'in3ﬁ:6rciei' to._attraét"‘more: of wvou,~r gi»i:a»;we; wad Jruzl we ca
good'atténdént:e: befare we Jnv“i'-a tl‘e'r, Wa heva uv; sun to ha
alternate mon+no,bt t '?t ie enzll coppliment. to zonmzone
end of Osr“onlch*rei t‘o Lac\ 4 o~ T

may not bg:‘par't'i'(iﬁ’lar?_

f ieldwbrk,‘rmt: please make a &

-
v

'encoura{,ed to ar range a ruf.

CAIENDAR . | |
Sat.1% Jan. MZLOVdayi:schbél et Rewle',* Foy C‘*""Du (z
F;'l‘..9-q_a_n... '(‘r'rrp meeting at Iangtrce Sch,,'fac doe rc, :
» I‘xam naticn an dvgr-rs,c .
Sun.28 Jen. Fieldwerkil Moot in Tiilé

Sat/Sun.17/18 Feb. JBAS F_c‘p

i a:nmuLm ‘
f{)odor e,

e

(m-;) 330)

Iiilev Fm‘*l o8 uer‘ site, I‘c'.,ma;\;»*

M40 Archacolozy Fonibition -
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notas are baﬁed on the Pvﬂx
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flﬁnfwo*k

orical Socievy.
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20 Oct.This was

rem ar m ATt

now cur £nv

on his visi
,Socf

3 Nov.By invitation of “he Goring Hi @ ‘wbgvm hnnr@

for Ext.Studie

located by aerisl photcg:aph? and rapidly.disgpﬁ ar

8 Dec.Mick Aston,Aq . Pleld Officer,Woodatnek Mus:

of fleldwork and the variocus KJ“dsjof\Cvid

fphotos and downnen%H;Thq talle was vot oniy firs!

. :'1da:\ ce Was | dis

4
f'\r.h

Dinner

17 Nov. Chwltprn Chnse Fotel Wonﬂcoto aﬁd qu at

President wes in the ¢ chair and thevgues

the As bmolean Hseum, OxfordFe snoka Wit1'.

”préposed tHe toast of S.0.A.G. The Pfésident re

conver %et'on“‘ﬂntiﬁveﬂ to c.1045 pm.Our thaiks

Proprietors for the erveccliernt arr€1"°men.ﬂ,
P

”"Fleldvork 15 Te gt Whitchmrch Pl;l
5 Nev., Ipsocn.
10 Decz, H?p’ﬁcurham.
A report or 1972 fieldwork will appasr in the OBA .G N
will-speak ak the overall res u*»s ot & fubave-f
The pi%s dssoribad in the

of 1oca1rinfnr;1ﬁﬁon,alvnv* certainly Bbﬁﬁ‘buﬁ_;Jm

o h
P pnlnlv Y

Work hes beeon possible
structures has b ecn alwn s+ aneos
E?cornpr unexpoc+ede continue vnder a speil. n
’uconfﬂn‘ed to ba q~arne bJ+ hqvw 1noludea a
,'A‘rnoort will appesr
discunsed Pu”v'J* tre mootxug nﬂ.‘
¥ 1&V9 attendsd 1
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T\x‘\'

11 Nov;Wantage.ﬁB,« fegiaval Paid

J*ev of ah s srad HluuL{‘

w.,ing_ 1 ocavh‘ﬁi
and 91 4.0 es"

3 )épeak on the excavaticn of sitgs'on the_L.

e Lﬂuh,heu,

r Lcm'
2mes gr

nv thrcuru-

ans bxt 1V
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are due
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g d Clwv‘w

Hart
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~_they have found intevesat

‘also of course othex media o

[4
\

N

Publicasti.gyzs .

edit, Rowuev & Dav1pp§,“

25p Avysilakble at awkhibd Rl

edi’c.ROwley & Fow_l.er,cmg Newslettor,

S5p. . erticl t?,rcﬁ‘“
1nclud1uc one ﬂn o A

James Dyer,wzu+horﬂ3u<,‘. 2 £rLon

.Barry Cunllfxcacradlé i 1 : S0

Johﬁ 001es;Field Archagology in Brit Yethuen, i TS '
a compre.e sive guide ’ '

Archaeology in )

‘A selection of Lt 4t :7/13

A

meeting and at

Members are still

More ge“er311v iv im .«
for all the membera ol
‘members on topics of
only on local matters.ior-
would have been ¢f iuts

uc4¢LA“J,ud.from

i"e Tl“ﬁ'vhﬂnm% ex}
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best the find'in[a<m"
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For the groa~cr art net thi
evidence,and remains
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Yo tha

sest few:
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s,
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the evidence is
motorways  heusing,
that the majerisy
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Hrs P,Woodford and up to two other :
"*\ CHSEH R IR IR <

embers will have not'i ced that the hope of a r=oar 259 to. pq.bllsh flve

of thls Bulletln durlng the: year from AGH to P ul‘ in Usy has no becn f

have been aware of the Group s &Ctl\".l.t1€Su
_ Perhaps this is a more realistic prog“amwo.m NEE W
members about every six wecks or two ‘moenths et
together and cdit material for a full bullet um( Wo chall i
next number in September and members+are reminded thetw
are alw_ays welcome.

R IR

CAIENDAR

"Sun.10 Junes Iilley Farm from 11 am. Fuiure deles will be arranged Wlth
notified to those who wish %o #sako 'pa:* .Lf you are mterested mak
sure your name is on the list 7ith th: :

Fri.22 June. Mcmbers evening at langtres School 7 30

' or can speak for a fow minutes on s
be p:epared T"IO Pms:.deno i

o if you would like to ua.kc pari, hoave 'ou“ g«me oxi thc H
Sun.24 Junc. Ficldwork, Hect at Play Hatv’* FTIAZES at t. am.

Sat.14 July.

HH

b Those wishing to tskc part must
KR Pond,Goring Heath (Goring 2107 wJ :
Fri.24 Mug. General lecting at Woodcotc.It die
' Dutch archacologist as guest spe
. show slides and comment on his .&ad
Sat.8:Sept. _Excursmn %o vhnches ter and. Souths Jm,ku “ detalls 1a er.
Fri.29 Sept. D Mlles on WOI'k'. 1n Abulgdom :

Fr1.27 Oct.

iblc ’:“ that we- shall\have 8
T ,othcmlse CllVG Hapt " w111

Examples of his survsys are in bl"‘ HAQ, “owsle‘"l'or 3(
Annual Dinner. |

I‘n 16 Nov.

UO anm: ’co 5‘, 30 pm.dosuablc.‘
cxcavat ns here:and courses;
well ‘be ‘conveniont, for.
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REPRTS
AGM This was held on Sunday 20 lMay at Tall Boce
of tr, and Mrs, Perdac nd was attendcd by

_Cllve ‘Hart.The Pre51dcnt also pa1d 1bu1f _
death had deprlved the Group of an ever Ohuleul emb

in committee.

latter,whlch in these days of w1deupregq Aol

& planncd programme.Almost every cxcavation

improvements and thc like should be observes

disturbance of archacological material,the sitve
After the business meeting and aa enicranic

gave a fascinating talk,illustrated by his ows 51 pprOjéctéd by_the?Hom

Treasurer,on Herculaneum and Pompoii,with some ziimpees of Irpcr1a1 Rome..

- Other meetings
Our affiliation to the Further “dcatica Tontee o the Lanrtroe School

Woodcote means that wo now have for our reomiar m & TCHm: w1th ample

gpace for pcople and display,and good faciliitioes for progc~tlonb,

Fri.19 Jan, The Chairman displayed and iuwiroticed dimcussion on- the plans,

' drawings and finds from Lilley

Fri,23 Feb, Richard Bradley of Reading Uai

Dorset,where a Civil War fort wss

amphitheatre,which in turn overlay a FNeol:ilils

L described a detailed re-examination of tho xo

: excavations there before 1914,illustratel v

then.In all,it was vividly presceniod and of

Fri,16 March Clive Fers and the Chairman &

Bond in the CBA9 Newslielter 0.3

were invited to try thelir hands ot drawizy

hc Ubouogréphs taken
Lntcrerta
por by h Aston and;J

Ficldwork (summarised from a full reoort by Cliive
Grims Ditch from Carmcl Collegs to Hon
finds being possible PRIA pottery neal

wes noted at Wocchouse lerm juat S.of # s

At.Digberry Farn(SUSY 82 )the < setangulon ¢

(Anthulty v(19%" )168- vas visitod dn Jan:

as a stoney—yellow ramnert in alijuining pl:

the known sitc,

Development schemes wrhich have hcern wete!
House, Ipsden;building at Woodcote;seusrage m
Eye wherc many brick wall foundaticns were aowi,but a

produced only Victorian pottery and glase.? ﬁclnsuro'fwﬁks ‘and - dltchcs runnlng .
parallel to the B479 from Exlade Stizet to tnz For ‘one End, wore notcd boforc
they disappeared in road v widening.

The major reconstruction of A4155(Read n
later this year.Already a good deal of Wu 1
individuals,and work hes begun on i

"It must be cmphasised agaln thmt
recordlng of the arca.An

fh; :1;0 ox,an englcsur

noted by Crawxord

.ola;lar site marked
3 nsbed*imﬁpdiatgly U_of_

ripe ‘laying near Halley
: ath Sto&e and Sonnlng

A.L,

J'I':‘!‘ SO

7 '"It was reny ted and " vi
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Lllley Farm (contd. ) :

The S.structure is markod by wall foundaticna only.med 0 V of fllnt and
vary so much in width ard depth,incorporating cialic blocks &
pieces in some lengthe,that it is difficult to envisage any
At one point on the W.walla m.length of 3 coursas u[ %
off the flint founaafkon othervia ,
The surface within snd outzice this S.strudturm,mn;ch is
by an internal wall,is a hawrd comnacted chalky olzy.

 Finds,from the topsoil or immedistely below,are mozmre and
of use and certainly none of hebitation.This year a feu sb
,candleholder and & swmall cache of oyster shells havs
is" puzzl;ng and seems haphazerd

The structures were probel’ _ : qnd geer, oofhave'been
demolished and useful geterici vomoves long enocugh o S0 ~an‘on*vdl +TCO“uO have :
grown over and withir <hem. ' WJE

NOTES
Regional Archaeoliggzicel Uniwe 7Gae Depavizent of
primarily for rescue azcnaeoiuaJ,by'erb“ the cous
regions,each with a profesaionsl archaecloss
is now formally in exists 23 ils Dipant
Initially the unit will cove: :
This means that from 1974 cur arca,as fz:
part of the region covered b¢ a profbss o%el
will be the encoursgement and oxpa ot
CBA9 sees no clash betwecn iis
a representative - initiaily -
The "Times"and Archacclzey.
and foreign archaeologizts will : > ke their DREA
natural scientists arc atie io Co i ’
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a circle c.8m.diam,with 2 whioh nave T2llan ouw
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Hon.’I‘reasurer"hr.I‘ L.French Hulberry oottasre, ‘1or Rd.,Gorlng ( Goring c.277 ) .
Field Dlrector °1fIr.C R.Hart 2 Goddard f"lose Shinield, Readmg (Re rdlng 88?4‘-‘4)

*7('*’)’ *****V‘*'h *)@ ‘("r K G

All archs eologlsts in this: country Wlll naﬁn been cheered by the announcement '

~‘on 20 September that the Govéernment has’ appo:.nte,, ‘ -
the Department of the. Finv:Lronment ard that incroeag ,
tne next few yeers for archaeology,not only for‘excavatlon but also fov- conserva 1on
jand publlcatlon Thus the campalgn of the last w ee years led by R.SCUE but pressed

) But there is no place. for complacency, every da o more ev1dence of our past 0.158. ‘
. for good vithout record and e ‘mst a1l contim:e to 1 on the alex . In ou*"own erea"‘the
otner day an oil pn.peln.ne was’ put through Grims' Dyke mthout any publlc notlce.It ‘
. was fortunately seen, recorded s far es possa.ble and reported
L The general pos:.t10n Wlth regard to the prooosed DOE- Regionel. Umts remalns
o ,obscure We are fomtwmate in that the Oxford Unlu,covermg the "new"Oxfordshlre 19'74,
came into ex:.stence on 1 June,and Tom Hassall offlcn.allv bécomes' Dlrecror on Oct 1y
vthough he has been out in hJ.s 1arger parlsh for some t:une.
. In view of’ the’ present uncertainty the. CBA has de01ded t‘lat for the pv-esent

Group 9 will contimue to include the five countles - Beds.,Berks.,Bucks.,l\Tortha"xts & Oxon. :
***’ B R e X RTE AT -"-)‘r-:.. -Xv’n**-k-,r . :

)'“-CALEMDKR

: v‘urs 25 Oct. (by invitetion of the Coring Historiecal Soe. ). Tom: Heesell on. MRec ent o
T excavations on Oxford"in the Church Hall oppom'ller' of ‘-'&énsfield.fl_‘
Frid.26 Oct. David Hall Hon.Sec,of the Hlahham Fe*rers Arch, SOC.,‘Tlll desc be and-. show
~————————— 51ides of ‘the fieldwork which:ihe ead: his' socmty cary’ O.lt ine ITorthants and
g’ghlangtree N.Beds.His surveys are of a high eiandard and for this - end because he is
Hoodcote travelllng a long way - please support th:.s meetlncr eSpec:Lally.

,FT'l 16 Nov Second Annual blnner at Ch:.ltern (*hase Woodcote T for 7 30 pmo

Theres will be a guest of honour.

j:-);: Members who wish to take part,w:.tlo guests are asked to flll in the: sllp

accompanying th15 ‘bulletin and return i'b to the Hon.Secreta:ry by 26 OCt. S

not forgettlng to. mdmcate choice of menu. o

Early appllcatlon is advised as numbers’ have to be 1:un1ted.
 Course of lectures after Chrlstmae

There is still no. Firhm ner news-‘on. this o1t if it ca.nnot ‘be arranged there
will be a series of Group meetlngs wuh guest speakers,

"";::‘F:Leldwork .directed by Clive Hart. ileet at 11 am.,brlnglng packed 1u_nch.
B Sunday 4 I\Tov. . The "Four horseshoee','Checkendoni SU 663523
Sunday 2.Dec,  Cray's Pond SUG3T80;

. ,,.:Reports NMee tlngs ‘. :

24 A 0 Alter 1n1t1a1 dj“-’,:':roultleu vt prevented the use, of "Langtl'e
‘some. 20 members .wngoyed an ing rv'mal meetlng a’c “ﬂe Tn" ;
Cl:.ve Hart shower. elldes of ]

‘ted-ta on work 1n Ablngdor 'dumng.h
ranged from: ne :
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. Excursiong

‘,Sat,14fJulz, Woodchegter Roren Pavement:.
"As the pavemenL is omly wiovered once every ten yeers the
fopportunltv was not one to be missed.Th: nuvement is part of s grest villa
occupied from the 2nd to the 4ih- centurics,excavated bv the son ¢f the Vicar
of Rodmarton in 1793 Slnce then only the pavement has been uncuvered.As a
-churchyard extended over it parts of the acsaic were destroyed by graves dug

- more depply ‘then the majority.

. , Ehe pavement is 48110" square,the largest mosaic H.of the Alps and
»jthe ‘finest in Brltaln.Its central theme is Orpheus,surrounded in a circle by

r:‘beasts.one unusual feature is'a nymph one’ of four,who - presumably because of
" the. cl1mate -is. wearlng boots! We were fortunate in our visit on two counts;

‘V”flrstly bocause we were able to hear the mosaic described by David Baker(London
Unlverslty,one of the. foremost experts on Romen mosaics in the country,and

secondly because it had been raining end we saw the colours at their best,

v Afterwards we visited the church at Dagllngworth,nr.Clrencester,

. which contains several Saxon sculptures,in perfect condition because they had

" been built: reversely into the church wall so that they could not be seen,During

~ nineteenth century reconstruction they were discovered and turned the right way
“rou.nd“' . o V.5,
: Sat 15 Sept. Berkhanpstead Castlelfltstone Totternhoe motte and bailey
' “castle,aiden Bower = causewayed ‘canp and plateau fort.

This; 1nclud1ng several'miles of walking,was ruch enJoyed The Editor
apologises to Allson Price,who wrote an account for this bulletin,which he has
- mislaid.

Census of Med1eva1 Tlles,OXfordshlre.(Part of the natlonal project sponsored
R by the British Huseunm)

‘A group. of members under the leadership of the President is engared in this
~ in the area from the Thénes northwards to include Dorchester ,Stadhar:pton,
--Stadhampton and Lewknor, Deborah Hemnlngs 0x.City & Cty.lus. )1s coordinating work

. in Oxfordshire.

“Already,31 churches have been visited and a map based cn the 24"0S made
on which to record progress. At a church,we. search for tiles,often hidden in odd
~ places,and if we are lucky, then record detalls of size,type,design,glaze etc

on a fnum 1ssued by the 0CCM, to which are attached tracings of each different

design.
Members w1sh1ng to take part in this - no previous experience needed - should

v""get in ‘touch with the President.

Survey of route of new Henley-Reading road.
Work on the ground and on documentery sources goes forward.Those willing and able
to- take part please get in touch Wlth Clive Hart,

'Items .

Jan Wason wrltes enthu81ast1cally of v131ts to an carly 18th cent.blast furnace
site- near Hartfleld,Sussex and to Haxted Water Mill nr.Jdonbrldge and cormends

the work of the Wealden Iron Hesearch Group,of which he would be pleased to
'”fsupplv paltﬂculars (30, Lambor)ugn Hill,Wootton,bongdon, Berks)

Alistair Greham— Carr secured a metr.n tape measure for the Group at a sale,

. and has. also worked on excavat'ons in Ciax ncoster which produced some mczaic,

'vV'pottery and wall plaster fronm Ronen dore°1“v sites.

Beruard Levy: worked on the ham s Hill(Fronze Age)site near Kingston Lisle,
which was visited more brlefly by Clive Fazrt and the Chairman,The istier spent
-a month on the Dark Age c8itc  at Cadi.: - Congressbnry,Somerset,unile the
former has been visiting. Orruoy ‘and Shetisnd,
The PreS1oent has recentiy found s intercsting eerl; 1Sth ceatury pottery

under- a shop site in Pangboaim.

Books -
- Caroline. Slmpson,wa lnnford The archanxujlcal implicatiociz of deVolochnt

: (GJ,Arch Unit) Copies iror fewley House.

'Barry Cunllffe,Cradle of En,gluud . 80p.. )

BBC.:Fublicetions ...




‘South Oxf‘ordshire Arohaeologlcal Group.
Subscriptions. 19’73—4 .
To the Hon,Treasurer, Mulberry Cottage, }"f;i'jr Rd.,Goring

or the I1on Secretary, ‘l‘all Bezches, Hardwick itda.,i Thltchu:r‘ch

Herewith my °ubscr1pu10n for 19’/3-4(75p, Az 11v ’SOp adults PSB Junlor)

Date. Nene
Address

South Oxfordshire Archacological Group.
‘Anmuel Dinner - Fri.16 Nov.1973 '
To the fon.Sec. ,Tall Beeches,%hitchurch, via. Reading Berks

I intend to be present with  guests, and enclose ‘ . 'to co'{ref thé}.fc'o"sf '
of places. o S P
I would prefer nena A/ nenu B (Sec below and delete as approprlate)

Nene
Date ‘ Addr‘eSs

MEBnu A Main dish Turkey Cost,inc. cytras tut not wine c.d 85)
.:-Vkmu B " ™ Roast chicken " " L P 34 65)

Details of other accor_panymg courses from the Hon.Sec.if rcqulrcd.

STOP PRESS A typescjript red'iscovered.

Vigit to Berkharpstead ctc Sat.15 Scpt.
"Our first ulght:mg was . .b_LOdlCW Cross, cut. 1n tac SOlld a,halk Passmg through
Ellesborough we caught a gllnpsc of Cvmbellnc s B ou.nt a notte and bailey castle
with two small ba:.levs At Berkhar: -pstead Cestle the earthworks arc its .rost notablc "

featurc. .
After lunch in glorious sunshine on Pitstinc Hlll from whlch we- could see . .
the P:Ltsi-ono Green Mill,s restored post mile mth ’rmbers datmg frov 162’7 the .'
earliest windmill dato in this country : o
Our last stop was at fotternhoe,Clive: Hart pomtcd out a Foman: v:.lla s:.te a.nd
ancient quarries and we walked to Maiden Bower an Iron Age enclosurc over a’
Neolithic caxwewavod canp.‘l’hm we walked some furtber distance to Totternhoe :
rnotte and beiley castlc - also & nature reserve-=— whlch nevor had 1ater stonc -
walls and buildings. : LY
Ag it wes getting late ( ond because of- thc reluctanco of older vcrbcrs
like *he BQ, hrs Gid not visit I- 'M,ch 92 Bcecoa cenp-and bar TOW ‘but returned hore
after a most snjovable and intercsiing day.” ' ' ‘e

AP

!




R -:e***-x--x-—;:--)e-z.:-e:-e;--;: wos ’2 :7>
i SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE _
:ARCHAEOLOGICAL GROUP i

R T RIE S = TR T

Bylletin no. 2; . January 1974

President :Mrs.C.A.Grahan-¥err,The Thatched Cottage,Whitchurch Hill(Pangbourne 2901 )
Hon.Sec. :Mrs.C.Perdue,Tall Beeches,Hardwick Rd. ,Yhitchurch (Pangbourne 2009)

Field Director: Mr.C.R.Hart,2 Goddard Close,Shinfield,Reading(Reading 882454 )
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A year ago 1972 was described as a year of modest achievement but we were rather
worried about attendances at meetings.During the past year 1973 the numbers of members
at meetings has justified invitations to speakers of distinction,sometimes travelling
considerable distances.Richard Bradley on Haumbury Rings,David Miles on Abingdon and
David Hall on his work in Northants will not soon be forgotten,while our Field
Director has twice fascinated us with his illustated impressions of places as far
apart as Pompeii and Herculaneum,and Leiden - the latter complete with a live Dutch
archaeologist,

Some members may feel that we have not been so active outside,but fieldwork has
continued steadily and the President's Medieval Tile group has visited no fewer than
77 sites.It is only on urgent salvage work,like Heath Farm in 1972,0r on the large
scale excavation that the part-timer can usefully work these days;and there has been
none in our area this year.But our role,in fieldwork especially,is vital and recognised.

Rescue work has shown how little is known beforchand of the archaeological evidence

- which is being so rapidly destroyed.Individually we should be alert almost for every

hole vhich is dug,and more widely the Director of the Oxford Unit will soon be calling
a meeting of representatives of all volunteer groups in his area to discuss an

observation,survey and recording scheme,for the small professional staff cannot
possibly cover the whole area,and will depend on us largely for its information.
Qur own small excavation at Lilley Farm has lain fallow but will be completed
this year.Generally,in this era of archacological crisis,the days of the leisurely
ameteur "dig'are properly over.It is taking sll our resources to rescue something

in advance of present developments.
WA R ORISR RR KRN R KR H

Calendar
Beginning Ten meetings on Post-Roman Archaeology at Langtree School,%Woodcote.
Thursday Tutor: 1.J.Rodwell,Inst.of Archaeology,Oxford, 7.30-9 pm.

7 Feb.1974 Details from the Hon.Sec.

Sat.Q'Fcb. Visit to OAU's excavation at iongewell, licet 2 pr.at SU617879

Sun.10 liar,  Survey(bring pencil and board) Checkendon Court.Park at smithy,meet
" 11 am.at SU6628%0
Fri, 22 Mar, General meecting at langtree. Peter Summers on “Heraldry"

(Sat/sun.30/31 liar, CBA9 Report Conference in Oxford.Two days of reports on work
in the five counties,with somec wider papers and accounts of archaecology
overseas.Forms from Hon.3cc.,applications to Rewley House. )

(Oxford-Leiden Fxchange return visit 13-20 April.ie may be able to show visitors

something of our area)

Fri,26 April General meeting at Langtree. Visiting speaker;

Sun.12 Hay = Fieldwork Heet 11am.at Checkendon SU665830

Sun,.19 May Annual General Meeting ,after vhich Dr.J.li.Fletcher will speak on
"Cruck Houses of the itegion" Dr.tletcher is

Afternoon,place later.// a leading suthority on historic buildings.
FeHNH N K AR W KR H A 0 o s Se WA Fe i

Reports
Fri,26i0ct. David Hall,Higham i'errers Arch.3oc.,Northants,gave a most informative

illustrated account of his surveys in S.Northants and N.Bedforshire,
with particular attention to the covidence of me’ieval field systems.
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Reports (contd. ) -

Fri.16 Nov. The second Annual Dinner,at Chiltern Chase,Woodcote,was an enjoyable
' oC@asion,when our gucst speaker,Tom Hassall,Director of the Oxford Unit,
dlscoursod delightfully on his historical and archaeological upbringing
in the Oxfordshire countryside. :
Fri,7 Dec. Dr.C.F.Slade,Reading University,an eerly mcmber of the Group,gave an
illustrated account of his work last year on part of the cite of Heading
Abbey,now under Reading Gaol bat availeble for a time during alterations.
Tieldwork with Clive Hart was carried out on Suns.4 Nov.,2 Dec.and 27 Jan.at
Checkendon,Crays Pond and Hardwick respectively.
ot it R W RR W W RN R
Medieval Tiles

Many people use decorative tiles in their houses today but we are concerned with
those made from the 12th to the 15th centurics,and usually found now in ccclesiastical
buildings.

These tiles arc usually from 44-6 ins.square,commonly brown with ycllowy designs
and roughly glazed.Green and black glazes slso occur,made by adding copper to the
basic jend.

'The main difference between medieval and later,say Victorian,tiles is in
texture:Victorian tiles are smooth,shiny and with very clear designs, whilst older

ones arc uneven,the design and drawing rough and often slurred.They are often so worn
as to go unnoticed and arc difficult to distinguish.

Our nearcst kiln &t present was at Penn,Bucks,vhere there is a record of 3 men
working in 1332.We find that although our d931gns are often very similar ,they arc
never cxactly the same as the Bucks ones: a kiln site in Oxfordshire would bc a great
find. '

Designs are numerous.the commonest are often a 4 tile design,with semi~-circles
and trefoils or fleur de lys going diagomally and making a linked pattern with the
other tiles.There can also be 9 and 16 tile decsigns,geometric. and animal.

Dr.Cecil Slade's recent talk showed how tiles wore used to pave the ambulatory
at Reading Abbey.At Nuffield Church we have the whole sanctuary to record,even the
dark hole where brushes and vases lurk,

Most of the churches E.of a line Whitchurch-Nettlebed suffered "restoration'about
1860 and the tilecs were thrown out or lost.But we have found some fine cxamples to the
N.and W.,for our area now extends from thc Thames N.to Thame.Chinnor produced a most
umusual and interesting king's head,at present unidentified.Great Hascley has a
megnificent dado of tilcs round two walls.Unfortunately many of the tlles arc

crumbling from damp,end we alerted the Viecar to this danger.
This survey has provided us not only with information on tiles,but we have also

noted deserted villages aend other sites - a2nd even collected new members.If you are

interested,please contact the President.
C .A oG""K

Butser 'xperimental Iron Age Farm

Pive of us were luckily zblc to go to a talk at Reading University Arch.Soc.
by Peter Reynolds on the above.The speaker is trying to find out how Iron s£gc people
lived in S.Eng.and by doing the same thing himself in reconstructed conditions.

Butser Hill is a N,facing spur on a high chalk hill in Hampshirec.lr.Reynalde
and his helpers have built a rounf clay-walled house with a thatched roof and plan
to build two more.They have also,to fit sites with single post-holes,built a turf or
sod housc on a light framcwork round a central post,and have found this perfectly
practienble.They arc also cxperimenting with crops and have sown areas variously
using a plough,an "ard"(prchistoric plough which made a furrow without turning
the sod)and dibbing in secds individually.They cxpect the largest crops from the last
method.Crops sown havc been emmer wheat and spclt,and they hope to try somc two-row
barley this year. )

hey are also trying to introduce znimels es near to primitive types as possible.
They now havcesome Soay sheecp - handsome animals vhich look like gozts cxcept that they
have woolly- conts,.Some ctripnd pirleta have heen bred from a wild boar and a Tamworth
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< Butser Experimental I.A.Farm(contd.) ‘

"  sow,ond hope to introduce them seriously this year.It is also planned to introduce
cattle,and they have some "throwbacks"which arc about the size and shape of “"bos
longifrons"

The experiment has only been going for & year.After a few more we ought to know a
good deal more about Iron Age agriculture;end may even have some useful hints for
our own future farms,in these days of falling fertility and overbred animals.

P.il.V.
Items .

Oxfordshire Dialect. Please continue the recording of this - from old people for
exomple -~ and pass to the President.Roy Boyson has recently sent in a copy of the
"Stoke Row News"listing over a dozen local words and expressions eg."Dout the light"

(still in use)-a contraction of "Do out the 1."

New members We welcome Merk Horton and H.Vaughan.

Wallingford and District Arch.and Hist Society This was formed at a mceting of some

130 people on 4 Jan.,following the archaeological implication report by Carolinc

Simpson on the threat posed by development to this unique Anglo-Saxon town.

(Hon.Sec. :Mrs.J.Dewey,38 Papist Way,Cholsey.

Hon,Officers It scems that our Secretary and Treasurer intend to resign at the AGH

after three years of hard work.Both happily will continue as active members and it
' is understood that worthy successors have already comc forward.

DOE Archeeologzical Units and CBA  While the Oxford Unit is in being the national

position remains obscure - as wos said in the last bulletin.c may well lose the

new Berkshire - local government rcorganisation becomes effective after 1 Ap.1974 -

- fron CBA9 as the archaeological interests have elected to come within the area

of the DO¥ Wessex unit,if and when formed. (A holding committee has been formed )

ENVOI
The Editor has often complained of the feilure of members to contribute to
this bulletin.This time there can only be thanks - and this is as it should bel
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President :Mrs,C.A.Grahan-Kerr,The Thatched Cottage,Whitchurch Hill.(Pangbourne 2901)
Hon.Sec. : lirs.C.Perdue,Tall Beeches,Hardwick Rd.,thitchurch (Pangbourne 2009)
Field Director: Mr.C.R.Hart,2 Goddard Close,Shinfield,Reading (Reading 882454 )

LA i o o R TS TR e R RS
Immediately forthcoming happenings

Sun.12 May A double fixture for enthusiasts - meet at 11 am.at Checkendon BUg65830

for a field survey with Clive Hart,and then those who wish may go to
Oxford,Rewley House,for the meeting,to be addressed by Professor Charles Thomas,
at which it is hoped to launch the Oxfordshire Survey.This meecting begins at 2.30.
) *

. 3
gg Sun.19 lMay ANNUAL GENERAL MFETING -. at Tall Beeches,lardwick Road,Whitchurch, fx
by kind invitation of lir.and Mrs.R.Perdue.Please bring drinking mugs,
some cakes and some folding chairs.
3 pomi Business meeting,followved by tea and social interval.

‘ 4.30/5 p.m. Dr.J.N.Fletcher,uho is a leading authority on vernacular architecture,
will speak on "Cruck Houses of the Region"

PLEASE COME TO THIS MEETING - AND URGE OTHER MEMBERS TO DO LIKEWISE

E R S PR (8 S R e R i T

REPORTS '

Two monthly meetings have been held,on 22 Mar.at Goring,when we enjoyed the
hospitality of our Treasurer and Mrs.French,and on 26 April at langtree,when the
heating failed to provide much comfort.At the former,member Petcr Surmers fascinated
and informed us,with slide illustrations,on some aspects of Heraldry,with particular
reference to those later manifestations,hatchments.At the latter,member Gareth Thomas
astonished us with the variety of his slides.Beginning in Wessex,we then saw the progress
of the Grims Ditch ,fieldwork in various places,glimpses of Domesday geography,and
various features of medieval and carly modern Reading,including the tile floors of
Reading Abbey. '

The reports which follow record members studying on their home ground,and visiting
afield.It must also be noted that no fewer than a baker's dozen attended the CBA9 Report
Conference at Oxford on 30/31 March,and the Group was again represented at the social

‘occasion for visiting Dutch archaeologists at Oxford on 18 April.Clive Hart was one of .
the contributors to the former,and took a large part in entertaining the latter guests.
In more "down to earth"activities some members helped on the Grims Ditch excavation;.
while the President and two spent one Sunday helping on the medieval site at Hanwell,
just N,of Banbury.

Course on Post-Roman Archeeology at langtree F.)i.Centre

This ended on 4 April after 8 interesting and informative lectures,by Mr.Rodwell,of
the Oxford Institute of Archaeology.these were well attended by 20+ people,both from
S.0.A.G.and outside.Because of the great interest,the WEA has decided to extend the
course and to continue in September.The next series of lectures will begin with the
post-Saxon period and extend through the Medieval period,including the archaeology of
churches.If Mr.Rodwell is not available owing to other commitments,he assured us that
a suitable replacement would be found.

Mr.Rodwell treated us to a nost interesting course - he invited class participation
and got it - and held everyone's interest at all times.The whole class hopes that he
will be able to continue in September. 3.C.P.

local History Group ‘
Peter Trout has formed a local history working group which meets at Langtree on Friday
afternoons,when we try to disentangle Yoodcote's complex - past.This has been running for
some time -we would welcome more nembers - and consists of about half a dozen members of
S.0.A.G. Because of this,and because the work is complementary to our fieldwork,we thought
we might as well be a group under the SOAG umbrella.,This provides an opportunity for-those
who wonld like to take nart in field walks bnt sre wnahle,

We heve visited the Record Office at Oxford end traced the 1853 Fnclosure hward map.We
heve a copy of the 1818 Christchurch map ,and copies of many other relevant documents.
Peter has access to material otherwise difficult to obtain,and we have also found and
questioned. 01d Inhabitants.Jo Stewart has done a great deal of visiting,including one old
lady who knows about sawpits! ' _ . ‘

We should be grateful to Peter Trout for the veeb amaunt of work which he has put intg
this in his own time,and may I thank him from us all,and urge that vwer umubers wil
oomoe and eupporb thia eescutial "bockroon"part of our main work of survey. ‘

) C.A.G=K
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RFPORTS (contd )
The Exploitation of River Gravels,Past,Present and Future

The principal ainm of this conference,attended by 119 people at Oxford,was to promote
"The Upper Thames Valley:an archaeological survey of the river gravels" ,by Don benson &
David Miles,with C.Balkwell & F.Clayton(£2.50 from the OX,Arch.Unit,3-5 Luther Terrace,
Oxford OX11RJ) The authors have plotted all crop marks shown on eir photographs between
Lechlade and Goring:they point out the lack of coordination in recent work,the need for
research and better legislation,leading to the graded preservation of elements in the
ancient landscape.

The secondary purpose of the conference was to show what nice people Aney Road Stone
Cornoration Ltd(a member of the Gold Field Group)really are.They give every facility for
excavations,freely lending equipnment and paying the salaries of two professional
archaeologists to work on the Oxford gravels.

The conference cleimed to be serving all interested in the gravels,but of the non-
archaeological speakers only Dr.Bruce Ceampbell of Ladio's "The Living Vorld'really
fulfilled his brief.

John Hampton showed that crop marks do not show all the features all the time -

‘ ruch depends on a succession of observations,land use,climate and subsoil.Even vhere
& large number of photographs are plotted,many featires can only be located by large
scale excavations,not as at Vorchester by digging only features showm in photographg.
One or two Mucking(Essex)type excavations of whole "ancient landscapes" are necded to
allow the interpretation of salvage operation results or photographs of areas totally
destroyed.It is hoped that an area in undeveloped W.Oxfordshire may be prescrved.

Very little environmental work has been done on the gravels,but it appears to
have carried a mixed oak forest on a deep red soil before lMan interfered;during the
late Neolithic and Middle Bronze Ages’ there seen to have been dust storm phases
depositing a stoneless snailless soil.This was seen at the Devil's Quoits,Stanton
Harcourt,a site similar to Avebury both in original appearence and medieval destruction,
which it may be possible to preserve as an island in a gravel pit lake,

Maybe the conference could inspire someone with a spare year to continue the
survey eastward round the bend in the Thanes! CLETL

The Welsh Folk iuseum,St.Fagens,nr.Cardiff.

Two members recently visited this,vwhich consists of the 01d house and gardens,and
80 acres of parkland in which buildings which would otherwise havo been destroyed have
been re—erected.There are several farmhouses,a cottage,a tollgate house,a cockpit,a
tannery,a chapel,a forge and a woolen mnill worked by water power.All have been sited,
with appropriate immediate surroundings,in as nearly similar locations as possible to
their originl situations.EBach is furnished with items from many parts of Wales - and
there is a Welsh speaking guide.

Of the irinal medieval St.Fagens castle only the 13C curtain wall survives.The
present building was put up between 1560 and 1580 within this site and extensively
repaired in the 19C.It is a pleasant gabled house,whitewashed as was the Glamorgan custom,
and stands above some lovely terraces and fishponds.It contains & valuable and interesting
collection of items from many parts of Wales.

As well as the house,there is a ruseun and craft exhibits.On weckdays a wood turner
and cooper can be seen working,and in the Summer the woollen mill is in operation with
hand weavers making blankets from wool spun in the mill.™here is at St.Fegans more than
can be covered in one visit. - M.f.F.

Romano-Celtic Temple Architecture.

Dr.D.R.Wilson,of Cambridge University,gave a paper on this subject to the British
Arch.Assoc.in London on 27 Msrch,which was attended by at lesst one of our members.

The Celtic temple was initially square,with an ambulatory,the outer boun.nry
of the enclosure defined now by a series of post holes.It is not known what materials
were used either for the boundary or for the interior wsll coverings.By reference to
exanples in France and Cermany the inflence of tome was shown to consist of a change
of form from square to rectangular and,follwoing this,some decoration in the form of
two pillars at the entrance,and the building of inner walls to form chembers in the
sanctuary itself.lastly an apse appears in the wall behind the sanctuary.The opening
to the Keller,or inner sanctuary,was usually on the S.or E.side of the temple,both in
Celtic and Roman examples.At no time did the plan show any affinity with the Basilica

type.

In discussion it was siad that there was no evidence for the roof being tiled,

and it was suggested that it was possibly of wood,end was replaced every twelve months.
WA G=K







